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President’s Commentary

A Reflection on a Year Well Spent
bringing in donations and support. Thank
you. Scott Norman and the government
relations staff also deserve my gratitude
for their exemplary job lobbying on our
behalf during session.

Robert Wood

I

t has been an honor serving you as the
74th president of the Texas Association
of Builders. As I look back on my time
as your leader, I can’t help but feel
an immense sense of pride in this great
association and everything we have
managed to accomplish this year.
Going into the year, some felt we needed
to be on the defensive when the 86th
Legislative Session was called to order in
January. However, as a result of the hard work
of many of our members, staff and lobbyists,
we were thrilled that several key bills passed
in our favor, including the product mandate
and the property tax & appraisal bills. All will
greatly benefit our industry throughout the
state for years to come.
As an annual participant in Rally Day, it was
a privilege going as your active president.
It gave me a new perspective on the
amount of work it takes to get everything
organized, planned and put into action. Our
members stepped up in a big way at Rally
Day. It was one of the largest turnouts and
most engaged events in recent memory. I
heard nothing but positive feedback from
legislators bragging about our dedication
to the homebuilding industry.
Gene Lantrip, our HOMEPAC Trustees
chairman, has done a phenomenal job in

6
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I am particularly proud of the Developers
Council. They bring such a positive force
for our builders and developers who are
looking to cultivate land for the purpose
of residential housing construction. I look
forward to growing this Council and its
relationship with our associations so we can
continue to provide housing for everyone
in this great state.
Another big initiative that’s vital to our
industry is workforce development. TAB,
the Texas Builders Foundation and many
of the local HBAs and their members have
been working with school districts, CTE
professionals and community colleges to
encourage students to join the residential
construction industry – one that is a
professional, well-paying career choice.
With the critical shortage of trades in our
industry, it is imperative that we continue
to work to ensure the survival of our
industry by growing these building trades
programs across the state. Thank you to
the many passionate members who are
working tirelessly in this regard.
I can’t say enough positive things about
the 2019 Sunbelt Builders Show™. Sunbelt
Co-Chairs Tiffany Acree and Erin Wright
along with the TAB staff did an amazing
job. From rocking out with Vanilla Ice at
the opening session to attending the
prestigious Star Awards the week went
smoothly. The trade show floor was sold
out for the sixth consecutive year with
more than 2,300 attendees visiting with
top residential housing vendors over a
two-day span. The Young Professionals
Council hosted it’s second Builders’ Bash
concert that featured The Bellamy Brothers
and raised more than $20,000 for the Texas
Builders Foundation.

2019 TAB Senior Officers
President
Robert Wood, Custom Homes by Robert Wood
Lubbock, Texas
First Vice President
Randy Bowling, Tropicana Homes
El Paso, Texas
Vice President/Secretary
Michael Biggerstaff, Biggerstaff Homes, Inc.
San Angelo, Texas
Treasurer
Brett Martin, Tilson Custom Home Builders
Houston, Texas
Immediate Past President
Justin MacDonald, MacDonald Companies, Inc.
Kerrville, Texas

While the numbers are still coming in,
the fall membership drive looks to
have been a success throughout the
state. I applaud all the hard work each
participating association put into
this event to renew and recruit more
members. Every member counts!
I would like to invite you to our November
committee and board meetings and
Excellence in Leadership Dinner where
we will be inducting four elite members
(Granger MacDonald, Eddie Martin, Lyle
Johansen and Dan Markson) into the Texas
Housing Hall of Honor, announcing “Of
the Year” award winners and installing my
good friend Randy Bowling of Tropicana
Homes in El Paso as the 75th President of
TAB. All will take place at The LINE Hotel in
Austin, November 20-22.
I would like to thank everyone at TAB
for making my time as president such a
wonderful experience. They are honestly
the nicest, most hard-working people in the
industry. I wish to thank my wife Candace
for her endless patience and support. I am
a man of few words, so to close out my year
as president, for all the support y’all have
given me, thank you.

Executive Director’s Message

‘Tis the Season
builders to construct or remodel homes,

are providing a service to their communities

safe places or crisis shelters. In Texas alone,

while ensuring the future of our industry.

over 50 projects have been completed to
provide safe, nurturing environments for

One example of these activities are the

children and families in crisis.

tiny homes that have been built by the
construction trades students under the

M. Scott Norman, Jr.

Many of our local HBAs are involved with

mentorship of builder members and

groups that build or remodel homes for our

then auctioned off to provide funding for

wounded warriors, widows of the fallen or first

these high school and community college

responders who were injured in the line of duty.

programs. Again, many thanks to our

TAB members working with Operation FINALLY

associate members for donating materials,

Home have built dozens of custom-designed,

labor and other services to these trade

mortgage-free homes for these service men

schools and tiny home builds.

and women, and our associate members have
donated hundreds of thousands of dollars in

The Texas Builders Foundation, the charitable

A

materials and services to make the dream of

arm of the Texas Association of Builders, is

s we enter the season of Thanksgiving,

homeownership come true for these heroes

proud to partner with the HBAs to support

I want to take this opportunity to

and their families. The TAB staff was honored to

and develop the future of Texas’ construction

express how grateful I am to be a

have participated in some of these builds, and

workforce. The foundation provides scholarships

part of the homebuilding industry

we attend as many ground breakings, “walls of

to students in construction trades programs and

and the Texas Association of Builders. 2019

love” signings and welcome home dedication

is available to lend support and expertise to new

has been a year of many successes, and I

ceremonies as possible.

or existing programs. TAB staff is working closely
with the Texas Higher Education Coordinating

want to thank you for your commitment
to ensuring that our goals were met and,

All of our local associations have at one

Board, the Texas Education Agency and the

in some cases, exceeded. TAB has a strong,

time or another built playhouses for raffles,

Texas Workforce Commission to ensure that

engaged membership, and I look forward to

collected Toys for Tots, held cook-offs and car

the best curriculums are available to students

seeing what we – together – can accomplish

shows, participated in “polar plunges” and/

in construction trades programs and that

in the months and years to come.

or gathered donations to support those in

the pipeline of workers into our industry

need within their communities. It is truly

continues to flow. For more information about

One area in which the members of the

inspiring to learn of the many innovative

the foundation or to make a donation, visit

home builders associations excel is in our

events and fundraising activities that our

TexasBuildersFoundation.org.

willingness and efforts to give back to

members lead and participate in.
As we move into the season of giving, I

and better our communities. Although

8

I can’t in this short column detail every

In addition to working with traditional charities,

hope that you will keep the Texas Builders

philanthropic or community service activity

many of our HBAs have become advocates for

Foundation and our local HBAs’ charities

that we have contributed to, I do want to

developing or growing construction trades

in mind. Your generosity allows the

highlight a few of the charitable projects

programs in their areas. Members have given

homebuilding industry to give back to

that have recently taken place and continue

their time to work with school boards and

the communities they serve. Whether its

around the state.

administrators, career and technical educators

mentoring a student who is working toward

and other stakeholders to build these

a construction trade certification or making

HomeAid is a national nonprofit provider

programs, some literally from the ground up.

a financial donation, the charitable efforts

of housing and resources for people

In addition to acquiring material and monetary

of the members of the Texas Association

experiencing homelessness, operating

donations to build labs, purchase tools and

of Builders will continue to make our great

through a network of 19 chapters in 13

equipment, develop curriculums, mentor

state the best in which to live, work and play.

states. Two are in Texas: HomeAid Houston

students and employ them while they are in

and HomeAid Austin. HomeAid partners with

school and upon graduation, these members
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Happy holidays!

Feature

Holiday Gifts Ideas
for the Home and Jobsite

W

ith the holiday season right around the corner,
it’s time to take advantage of the many new
technological innovations available to builders
and homeowners alike. Explore ways to save
your hard-earned dollars and alleviate some stress by treating
yourself to some on-trend, luxury home upgrades as we enter
the new year. “Smart” living has become increasingly popular,
with many familiar brands paving the way for products
demonstrating energy efficiency, safety and comfort. As you
check off your holiday shopping lists, don’t forget to pick up a
gift for the builder or remodeler in your life as well. 2019 has
been a great year for originations in gadgets and tools that are
sure to make life easier on the jobsite.
Texas Association of Builders does not endorse any of the following products.
Prices and availability may vary.
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Feature

—————— I n n o v a t i o n s i n H igh - T e c h H o m e P r o d u c t s ——————
Smart Smoke/CO Detector

or tablet. These are Energy Star certified and will adapt to your
unique lifestyle. Data from both the Nest and Honeywell models
can be accessed through your smart device, giving you peace of
mind regarding your home’s energy usage. Has the outside air
temperature changed while you were away? No problem! Control
your home’s temperature setting from your smartphone and never
worry about your indoor temperature again.

Price Range: $100 - $300

Smart Doorbell
Keeping your family safe just got easier with the development of
smart smoke and carbon monoxide detectors. With upgraded technology and quick installation, the Nest Protect is compatible with
your iPhone, iPad or Android device and comes with a 10-year CO
sensor. It even checks its own battery power up to 400 times a day
to ensure optimal performance. Utilizing human voice technology,
the detector alerts you to potential dangers before they become
problematic, narrowing down the threat to specific rooms in your
house. Using light wavelengths, it can detect varying degrees of
smoke and is even able to differentiate between potential hazards
and steam from boiling water or showers with its built-in humidity
sensor. Comparatively, the Leeo Smart Alert device plugs into your
wall outlet, eliminating the need for battery usage. The detector
connects to both Android and IOS devices and will send text messages in times of emergency, even allowing you to alert emergency
crews at the touch of a button.

Smart Thermostat

Price Range: $150 - $250

Never wonder who is at your front door again. With the 1080 HD
video monitoring technology of the Ring Video Doorbell Pro, you
can receive instant alerts on your smartphone when someone rings
your doorbell or motion is detected outside your home. For added
security, you can see, hear and speak to anyone at your doorstep
directly from your iPhone, iPad or Android device, while never leaving
the comfort of your sofa. The faceplate can even be customized to
match the aesthetics of your exterior door and hardware. Similarly,
the award-winning Vivint Doorbell offers two-way talk technology
and a camera with night vision capability. Vivint also offers professional installation, so you don’t have to worry about the hassle of
do-it-yourself set-up.

Smart Light Switches

Price Range: $180 - $250

With energy conservation in the minds of many homeowners
today, smart thermostats are becoming less of a luxury and more
of a necessity. With the third-generation Nest Learning Thermostat
model, energy savings are at your fingertips. With its learning
capabilities, the device gets to know your preferences, cooling
your home to your individual temperature threshold for your best
sleep. The Nest sensor utilizes location services on your phone to
learn when you are at work, and adjusts your home temperature
to ensure optimal energy efficiency. Similarly, Honeywell has a full
suite of smart thermostats, all programmable right from your phone

Price Range: $80- $100

Built with Amazon Alexa’s software, the Ecobee Switch + comes
with a built-in microphone and speaker, allowing you to control
your home’s lights with voice commands. Using daylight sensors,
the Switch + will dim, brighten or turn off lights while you are away,
conserving your home’s energy usage. With Caseta by Lutron, the
TexasBuilders.org
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smart technology is controlled entirely by the switch, so you have
the freedom to use any light bulbs you prefer. Caseta works with
many other smart home components, so you don’t have to worry
about brand compatibility. With this smart switch technology, you’ll
never see those dreaded surprises on your electric bill.

Smart Vacuums

Smart Door Locks
Price Range: $700- $1000

Price Range: $115- $200

Frantically searching for your keys is a thing of the past with new
smart lock technology. With the Kwikset Kevo Smart Lock, you can
lock or unlock your front door from your smartphone. With its e-key
technology, you can give access to family members directly from
your device, and you’ll receive notification when it’s used. Likewise,
August Smart Locks has an auto-unlock feature that detects your
presence and unlocks your door as you approach. Both products
are easy to install and offer total control over your home’s security.

Smart vacuums have been around for a while, but the advances in
clean technology have never been better. The iRobot® Roomba® i7+
adapts to your home by using smart mapping technology, allowing
you to control when each room of your home is cleaned. It has 10
times the air suction than previous models, allowing for drastically
improved cleaning, trapping more dirt and allergens in its filter than
ever before. Dyson has also entered the smart vacuum market with
its 360 Eye model, allowing you to control its route through an app
on your smart device. This powerful vacuum comes powered with
infrared sensors and a 360-degree camera, allowing it to navigate
any room with precision.

Smart Shower Control Systems

Smart Electrical Plugs

Price Range: $150- $300

Price Range: $50- $60

Now you can monitor and control your home’s total energy usage by
pairing smart outlets with voice activation technology such as Amazon
Alexa or Google Assistant. Both the ConnectSense Smart Outlet 2
and the Lenovo Smart Plug allow you to control your electronics
and appliances anywhere from your IOS or Android device with no
hub required. You can create schedules for each of your appliances,
and never have to worry if you turned off the lights before you left
the house. The Lenovo Smart Plug even comes with an extra layer
of surge protection to protect your small electronics from damage.

12

Texas Association of Builders Nov/Dec 2019

Among the newest in luxury technology are smart shower control
systems, allowing you to customize your own unique shower
experience. The Moen U Shower Connected Bathroom Controller
allows you to sync with Amazon Alexa or Google Assistant to start,
stop or pause your shower with voice activation or through Moen’s
app on your smartphone. You can set your ideal shower temperature and length for ultimate comfort every morning or night. The
app will even send a notification to your smart device when your
shower is ready to step in! For the environmentally conscious, the
Waterhawk Smart Rain Shower Head enables you to monitor your
home’s water usage. It comes with a built-in LED display that tracks
the precise amount of water used per shower. Additionally, if the
water temperature runs too high, the LED display will alert you to
turn the temperature down to conserve energy.

Feature

———————— N e w T o o l s a n d G a d g e t s f o r B u i l d e r s ————————
Inflatable Pry Bar & Leveling Tools

Comfortable Work Boots

Price Range: $15- $30

Price Range: $50- $200

With new innovations in leveling technology, positioning windows
and doors, cabinetry and large appliances has never been easier.
The Airshim and the Winbag Air Wedge eliminate the need for
traditional shims or wedges and are able to support 300 pounds
and expand up to 2 ½ inches. Their soft surfaces protect floors and
furniture from scratches and can be used to pry materials apart
with their simple to use hand pumps. Both products are durable
and are manufactured with reinforced material for optimal wear.
At a very affordable price point, these inflatable wedges are must
have tools for any contractor.

When working on a jobsite that requires long hours on your feet,
comfortable and protective footwear is a must. CarbonMax boots
by Wolverine are made from carbon fiber for durable and lightweight protection from jobsite hazards. The toe cap, made from
thin material, protects against falling objects and resists heat and
cold, making the shoes ideal for construction workers spending
long hours outside in all types of climates and weather conditions.
The Carhartt Work Safety Toe boots, complete with a cushioned
footbed and steel toe, meet and exceed jobsite safety standards.
The soles are slip resistant and the footbed comes with moisture
wicking technology to ensure all day wear and comfort.

Quiet Air Compressor
Stud Finder

Price Range: $130- $150
Price Range: $25- $60

For contractors working in homes or office buildings, noise is often
a contentious issue, but the development of quiet air compressors
has allowed for better tool operation and happier clients. The
California Air Tools 2050A model is oil-free, lightweight (only about
33 lbs.) and has a sound level of only 56 decibels. The compressor
is durable, produces less heat and is designed to have a very long
life cycle, compared to traditional models. Equally powerful, but
slightly more versatile is the DeWalt Heavy Duty PSI Quiet Trim
Compressor. This model features a 2.5 gallon tank with a 200 max
PSI. It can be operated and stored vertically or horizontally, making
it highly portable.

There are a wide range of stud finders on the market, but for professional contractors, the most important component to search
for is accuracy of the device. The Franklin Sensors ProSensor 710+
model was specifically designed with multi-sensing technology,
allowing for wider and deeper stud detection. This model is also
extremely easy to use, and doesn’t require any calibration to start.
Simply press the device to the wall and begin scanning for studs.
The finder’s horizontal LED display range reaches three to seven
inches, displaying the stud’s center and edge at the same time. For
metal detection, the Zircon Metalliscanner can locate metal up to six
inches deep, and shows the depth of the metal on its easy to read
LED display. You can safely and effectively use the scanner to find
cables, pipes, nails or studs behind walls, concrete and even stone.

TexasBuilders.org
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Heavy-Duty Jobsite Speakers

making the drone more stable for optimal photo capture. It is also
more portable, with foldable arms, making for easy transport to
multiple jobsites.

Cordless LED Work Light

Price Range: $90- $200

Everyday speakers are typically not constructed to withstand
the outdoor and often hazardous conditions of construction
jobsites. Luckily, tool and appliance companies have developed
speakers built with the ruggedness and durability to withstand
the elements. The DeWalt 20V Max Jobsite Bluetooth speaker
comes with Bluetooth technology, allowing for a range of up to
100 feet. With its long battery life and compact size, the speaker
is ultra-portable and will provide much needed entertainment on
those long work days. Also operating with Bluetooth, the Bosch
18 Volt Lithium-Ion Cordless Power Box radio has a range of up
to 150 feet and is able to connect to your smart device for easy
music streaming. It features four-way speakers and is encased in
a rubber cage to prevent damage on the jobsite.

Price Range: $30- $45

For any contractor, a reliable and portable work light is a necessity.
With the popularity of LED technology, cordless work options have
become more affordable than ever. Neiko’s 40339A Cordless LED
Work Light is very durable and is detachable from its metal base. It
has three brightness levels and comes with a rechargeable lithium
ion battery, providing up to 11 hours of power. Equally portable is
Milwaukee’s M12 Cordless LED Work Light. Encased in rubber and
sturdy plastic, it’s durable enough to withstand jobsite demands
and comes with a 90-degree, impact resistant rotating head to
provide excellent lighting precision.

Construction Site Drone
Pneumatic Framing Nailers

Price Range: Varies

With the flood of drone technology reaching the consumer market
the past few years, construction companies are taking note of their
potential usefulness on jobsite operations. Not only can drones be
used for land surveying, they can also be used in dangerous roof or
structure inspections and can offer site managers real time control
of the entire construction process from their smart devices. The
Mavic 2 Enterprise with Smart Controller model by DJI comes with a
thermal sensor and powerful 3x zoom capability. The drone’s smart
controller, with its bright 1080p display, allows you to avoid obstacles
and take crisp, clear images and videos of your construction sites.
Connect to your IOS or Android device and receive real-time alerts
of any potential airspace hazards. For a drone novice or contractor
looking to expand their resources, Holy Stone’s FPV Drone with
Camera is also a great device in which to invest. This model also
has a 1080p HD camera and comes with optical flow positioning,

14
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Price Range: $150- $350

For builders specializing in framing, subflooring or decking, pneumatic
nailing guns can make every project seamless, when paired with
a professional grade air compressor. The Max Corp SuperFramer is
compact and user-friendly with two triggers and a depth control
dial that can be switched and adjusted without the need for an extra
tool. It includes a nose cap to prevent nail jamming and a filter to
keep the device clean and free of foreign substances. Additionally,
the Hitachi Metabo HPT Pneumatic Framing Nailer is lightweight
and well-balanced, allowing for easier maneuverability. It offers
tool-free adjustments and only requires minimal maintenance for
optimal performance.

Legal Opinion

Jacob J. Barde
General Counsel,
Tropicana Companies

Texas Legislature
Reduces Housing Costs

O

n June 15, 2019, Governor Abbott
signed House Bill 1743, thereby reducing what many felt was an unreasonable tax on residential and commercial
land development. The author of the bill was
Representative Tracy King, House District 80,
along with Representative Eddie Rodriguez,
House District 51; Representative Jim Murphy,
House District 133; Representative Charlie
Geren, House District 99; and Representative
Ryan Guillen, House District 31. The co-author
was Representative Phil King, House District 61,
and the bill was sponsored in the Senate by
Senator Brandon Creighton, Senate District 4,
along with Senator Pete Flores, Senate District
19 and Senator Jane Nelson, Senate District 12.

Prior to September 1, 2019, when a landowner, builder or developer paid rollback
taxes, the amount of such taxes were equal to
the difference between the taxes imposed on
the land for each of the five years preceding
the year in which the change of use occurred
and the tax that would have been imposed
had the land been taxed on the basis of
market value in each of those years, plus
interest at an annual rate of seven percent.

The bill received overwhelming bipartisan
support, with 132 representatives voting in
favor and two against, and 29 senators voting
in favor and two against.

The effect of this change is substantial tax
savings for landowners, which translates
into lower land prices for builders, and ultimately, lower housing prices for consumers
in Texas. Additionally, this lowered barrier for
development results in a potentially massive
increase in tax revenue to the extent that
unproductive agricultural land is converted to
land occupied by consumers and businesses
paying a much higher ad valorem tax rate.

H.B. 1743 amends Sections 23.55(a) and
23.76(a) of the Texas Tax Code effective
September 1, 2019 to modify the calculus
for determining the amount of taxes due
when a landowner changes the use of land
previously qualified as agricultural land or
timber land. Assessments of taxes on land
upon such changes of use are colloquially
known as “rollback taxes.”

16
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Since September 1, 2019, the same formula is
applied to determine the amount of rollback
taxes, but the look-back period is three years
(instead of five years) and the interest rate
is five percent (instead of seven percent).

By way of example, an analysis of a recent transaction in El Paso, Texas revealed a reduction
in rollback taxes of approximately 54 percent.

The passage of H.B. 1743 occurred due to
the efforts of the Texas legislators named
above and the exceptional staff of the Texas
Association of Builders (TAB) who worked
tirelessly, until hours before the bill was signed
by Governor Abbott, to overcome concerns
about the financial impacts of the new law.
Indeed, with help from a diverse group of
interested parties, the bill made it to the
finish line of legislative and political process
fraught with pitfalls.
H.B. 1743 was supported by TAB, the Texas
Chemical Council, Texas Realtors, the Texas
and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association,
the International Bankers Association of Texas,
the Texas Land Title Association, the Texas
Apartment Association, the Texas Bankers
Association, the Texas Affiliation of Affordable
Housing Providers and many others.
Jacob Barde is licensed to practice law in Texas
and New Mexico, having earned his law degree
from the University of Michigan Law School in
2015. Jacob graduated summa cum laude from
the University of Texas at El Paso, earning a
double major in philosophy and communication
studies after serving in the United States Marine
Corps from 2004 to 2009. Currently, Jacob serves
as the general counsel of the Tropicana Companies and resides in El Paso, Texas with his wife
and three children.

TexasBuilders.org
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Featured Project

Paseo
Rioja
Ellie Hansen

Modern and sleek in vision,
design and completion, Paseo
Rioja—the futuristic stone lined
structure atop a Texas hillside
—is a beautiful blend of the
contemporary architecture Adam
Wilson Custom Homes does best.
It is a bright, luxurious family
space that their client envisioned
for their vacation home.

PASEO RIOJA
www

.adamwilsonhomes.com

Builder:
Adam Wilson Custom Homes
Project Location:
San Antonio, TX
Local HBA Affiliation:
Greater San Antonio BA

18
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Featured Project

Completed in December 2018, the five bed-

architectural designs. We also have a project

architecture when designing Paseo Rioja. “In a

room and five and a half bathroom home is

coordinator that handles all the administrative

contemporary home everything really has to

a demonstration of intricate contemporary

responsibilities.” This team worked tirelessly for

be level and line up,” says Adam. However, the

architecture done meticulously and thought-

a year, bringing all their specialties together

team also took design risks that led to a more

fully by its builders.

to design, build and complete Paseo Rioja.

time-consuming build, but amounted to a
more impressive finished product. “The exterior

At the request of the client, beams of light fill

When their clients initially approached Adam

elevation is the most unique part of this house.

every corner of this 5,252 square foot home

Wilson Custom Homes, they had already

The parapet walls that hide the roof’s slope and

as two stories of steel-reinforced window

purchased land in the affluent Dominion

the cantilever game room over the garage were

walls provide the only separation between

community of San Antonio. The clients had

also two big things we worked on.”

the outdoors and much of the open-concept

designs drawn up, but Adam didn’t feel the

living area. Striking contrasting colors —

designs matched how the new property

In designing the cantilever, the team discov-

black trims and white walls, cream stone

owners were describing their ideal vaca-

ered that they would need to add a closet

and dark floors — along with statement

tion home. “It was a very traditional style

to the game room in order to balance the

architectural features like a cantilever, par-

of architecture, so I convinced them to let

weight. “Basically, the weight of the rest of

apet walls and a floating staircase make the

us redesign the house. We basically started

the room holds up the cantilever,” explained

home the pinnacle of Adam Wilson Custom

from scratch on their property.” With just a

Adam. With that adjustment, the cantilever

Homes’ 11-year lifespan.

few of what Adam calls “inspiration photos”

hangs securely over the front lawn and adds

of what the clients were looking for, the

extraordinary character and curb appeal to

The three-person team at Adam Wilson Custom

Adam Wilson Custom Homes team started

the home. The roof is an architectural design

Homes is led by its president, Adam Wilson. “I

drawing up plans for their client’s new, more

that is not only eye-catching, but functional.

handle sales and construction and our in-house

contemporary home.

The roof is sloped to prevent leaks, but the

designer is our secret sauce. She makes the

parapet walls hide the slope so they appear

project that much better by helping with all

In many ways, Adam Wilson Custom Homes

flat, modern and in line with the overall

the selections for the home and assists in the

followed the principles of contemporary

contemporary character of the home.

TexasBuilders.org
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While the client had some layout requests,

client wanted proved to be one of the most

the upstairs catwalk was the use of glass.

like three identical children’s rooms, a first-

difficult aspects of the build.

The railing walls are made of glass to add

floor guest room and a master bedroom that
“The staircase was the biggest challenge

“This was also the first time we used glass

Wilson Custom Homes built, the team was

of the house. We talked to several differ-

railings,” says Adam. With all the challenges

given a ton of freedom for the design finishes,

ent suppliers and contractors to build that

this staircase brought to the build, the result

something Adam appreciates. “Sometimes

staircase. We ended up using sheet metal

was still an immaculate and solid piece of

clients have strong feelings on the finishes

to build the shape, but once we got it up it

artistry that appears to defy physics.

that contradict with what our designer wants,

had a bounce to it so we had to get creative

but on this one they really let us run with it.

and stiffen the staircase without giving up

Rectangular stone covers much of the exterior

When they give us the trust, the project ends

the floating look. On the upper part we

and interior of the home. While contemporary

up turning out really well.” The result of that

were able to imbed a plate into the stone,

homes can sometimes feel frigid, Adam says

trust is a home that structurally meets the

which we used to hide the structure, but

that the stone adds a unique warmth. “Too

client’s needs, but also serves as a unique

on the lower part we had to add a stiffen-

often you have contemporary homes that

artistic challenge for the team that is pas-

ing structure under each tread and riser to

come off as cold. The stone material really

sionate about its creative completion.

maintain the floating look.” Another aspect

warms up the living area and the exterior.

of the house that extended to the stairs and

The stone adds another texture to the home.”

The centerpiece of Paseo Rioja was always
intended to be the floating staircase that
winds into the open-concept living/dining
area from the second floor. It was a feature
that the client requested, presenting the
team with a picture of what they were looking for. “The whole house was really designed
around the staircase. It’s the focal point of
the interior and exterior of the house,” says
Adam. The first flight of stairs appears to
be held by a single black pole, cemented
into the floor, covered by a pool of black
river rock and adjacent to glass windows
that serve as a backdrop to the Texas countryside. In reality, the process of creating a
sturdy staircase that resembled what the
20

to the home’s open, light and futuristic feel.

follows the design of another home Adam
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That texture adds personality to the interior

also works as another reflection point of

mirrored focal points. The glass, steel, gloss

and exterior of the home, weaves together

the light filled home with its glossy finish.

finishes and water pull all elements of the

the indoors and outdoors and serves as a

Every detail of the kitchen was meticulously

home together, beautifully erasing the line

homage to the San Antonio community. “In

chosen by the creative eyes of Adam Wilson

between the indoors and outdoors.

the San Antonio market that stone comes

Custom Homes’ team. “Creativity was huge

out of the local quarries, so we wanted to

on this house. I haven’t seen a house like

One-of-a-kind contemporary homes are what

make sure we incorporated it into the home.”

this. Even the glass pantry doors and the

Adam Wilson Custom Homes specializes

hardware are unique.”

in, but this home is the culmination of that

The kitchen is otherworldly stunning — the

journey; combining unique designs and con-

focal point being a specialized black and

A special addition to the home was the

temporary architecture masterfully. “The home

gray granite counter top that reflects the

reflecting pond located in the exterior heart

speaks for itself. It’s just a really well-designed

globe-like fixtures above it. “The counter-

of the home. “Because this was a vacation

house,” says Adam. As a result, Adam Wilson

top in the kitchen was very unique, exotic

home, they didn’t want a pool with all the

Custom Homes was presented with the TAB

granite — Black Horse Granite. It was a one-

maintenance involved, so we did the pond

Star Awards for Best New Custom Home ($1

of-a-kind slab and the European cabinetry

instead.” The reflecting pond, appropriately

million to $1.25 million), Best Kitchen ($1

paired beautifully with it.” The gray cabinetry

visible from three sets of windows on the

million to $1.25 million) and Best Architectural

compliments the colors in the granite, but

lower level, continues the prevalent use of

Design ($1 million to $1.25 million). They were
also honored with the Custom Builder Grand
Award Over $1 million.
As all builders know, a home is only really a

Black Horse Granite
is a unique granite
quarried in Brazil.
It is also known as
Copa Cabana
Granite

success if the client is pleased with the finished
product. Adam Wilson got to see that first
hand. “Once the family moved in, they had a
big house warming party where they had a
mariachi band, and my wife and I went and
celebrated the completion of the home with
them.” Praised by the building community
and homeowners alike, Paseo Rioja is proof
that complicated design can be incorporated
into a contemporary family home and still
result in something that feels both familial
and immaculate.
TexasBuilders.org
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Biography
organizations and private sector partners
to ensure Texas is resilient against future
disasters. TDEM staff are located statewide
in order to assist in all phases of emergency
management. Whether natural or manmade, TDEM is ready to respond 24/7/365.
The phrase, “Disasters begin and end
at the local level,” is often communicated
by emergency managers and local
officials. What does this mean to the
average citizen?

W. Nim Kidd
Chief of the Texas Division of
Emergency Management
As a bit of background for our readers,
can you please explain what emergency
management is and how the Texas
Division of Emergency Management
(TDEM) serves Texas and its citizens?
First, I’d like to thank the Texas Association
of Builders for sharing this interview with
readers. The best defense against disasters
is preparedness, so hopefully those reading
this interview will feel motivated to take a
second look at their emergency plan, or take
the time to create one.
TDEM serves the state of Texas by managing
an all-hazards emergency management
program for the state. Due to its size, location
and diverse geography, Texas leads the nation
in the number of federal or “FEMA” disasters
awarded. Texas experiences a wide variety
of disasters including hurricanes, floods,
wildfires, tornadoes, and drought. Texas uses
an all-hazards approach to preparedness,
response, recovery, and mitigation activities
to best protect public infrastructure, property,
and most importantly, our citizens.
TDEM works closely with local jurisdictions,
state and federal agencies, voluntary
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TDEM works in support of jurisdictions
who need assistance before, during and
after a disaster. Effectively, when our staff
is out in the field or our partners provide
resources, they “belong” to the jurisdictions
as long as necessary. Only those officials in
impacted areas can truly know what kind of
assistance a community needs in a disaster.
In Texas, only the county judge or mayor of
an affected jurisdiction can declare a local
disaster. The authority to declare a disaster
lies with those elected officials who are
responsible for leading their communities.
Although state and federal agencies,
voluntary organizations, and private sector
partners can become heavily involved in
all phases of a disaster, it is ultimately left
to local officials to request resources, direct
those resources, and set expectations for
their citizens. The state’s main goal is to
provide necessary support upon request.
How would you sum up the 86th Texas
Legislative Session in terms of new
legislation and how these laws will effect
emergency management at local and
state levels moving forward?
Heading into this year’s session, TDEM and
emergency management had tremendous
support from Governor Abbott and members of the legislature. In December 2018, the
Governor’s Commission to Rebuild Texas, led
by The Texas A&M University System Chancellor John Sharp, released a report entitled, “Eye
of the Storm.” This report outlined 44 specific recommendations that were intended

W. Nim Kidd
Chief of the Texas Division of
Emergency Management
W. Nim Kidd serves as the chief of the
Texas Division of Emergency Management
and is the vice chancellor for Disaster and
Emergency Services for the Texas A&M
University System. In this capacity, he is
responsible for the state’s emergency
preparedness, response, recovery and
mitigation activities. He previously served
as an assistant director for the Texas
Department of Public Safety (DPS), prior to
his service with DPS, Nim was appointed
to the San Antonio Fire Department (SAFD)
in April of 1993. He has held the rank of
firefighter, fire apparatus operator, lieutenant,
captain and district fire chief. Chief Kidd
was a lieutenant in charge of the SAFD
Technical Rescue Team and captain of the
SAFD Hazardous Material Response Team.
In 2004, Chief Kidd was appointed as the
emergency manager and homeland security
coordinator for the City of San Antonio. He
managed the City’s preparedness, response,
and recovery efforts for all local disasters,
including over a dozen state, major and
presidential disaster declarations. He was the
chair of the San Antonio Urban Area Security
Initiative (UASI) Working Group. He has been
a member of the Texas Task Force 1 (TXTF-1)
Urban Search and Rescue Team (US&R) since
1997 and has responded to several state
and national disasters, including the World
Trade Center attack in September 2001. Chief
Kidd has a Master of Public Administration
(MPA) from Texas State University, Bachelor
of Applied Arts and Sciences from Texas
A&M University- Commerce, An Associate
of Arts and an Associate of Applied Art and
Science in Homeland Security and Emergency
Management. He holds the Certified
Emergency Manager (CEM®) designation
from the International Association of
Emergency Managers (IAEM). He has served
as a member of the Board of Directors of the
Emergency Management Association of Texas
(EMAT). He is a certified emergency manager,
as well as a Texas master firefighter and
holds Hazardous Materials and Emergency
Medical Technician certifications.

Speaking Out

to make Texas more resilient against future
disasters. Through the course of the 86th
Session the legislature passed, and Governor
Abbott signed, multiple pieces of legislation
modeled after those recommendations that
impact how emergency management operates moving forward.
As a result of new legislation, TDEM is
now a standalone state agency under
The Texas A&M University System. How
does this help Texans prepare for, respond
to, recover from and mitigate against
future disasters?
Emergency management is a collaborative
effort that requires participation from
many partners. Being a part of the system
facilitates these relationships making
emergency management more efficient
and accurate. Additionally, being a part of a
university system allows TDEM to collaborate

with a wide range of centers, institutes and
programs like the Texas A&M Transportation
Institute, Texas A&M Hazard Reduction and
Recovery Center, Texas A&M Superfund
Research Center, Texas A&M Engineering
Experiment Station, Texas A&M University
Schools of Architecture and Engineering and
many more, to ensure Texas is leading the
way in the field of emergency management.
What can you share with those in the
building trades in relation to disasters?
As you know, the building trades are a
key partner for jurisdictions in relation to
emergency management. During Hurricane
Harvey, many Texas homes were severely
damaged or destroyed. This industry is
crucial in assisting with one of the most basic
of needs – shelter. Recovery from Harvey
and other storms would be impossible
without the partnership of the building

trades and I commend the Texas Association
of Builders on their Builders2Trades program
which helps find suppliers and craftsmen for
areas in need. We look forward to building
relationships with associations like TAB who
provide desperately needed services in
times of disaster.
What are three things families can do
today to prepare for future emergencies?
First, I encourage Texans to sit down with
their families and ensure they have an
emergency plan for disasters. Second, I
encourage anyone with a mobile phone to
sign up for local emergency alerts. Finally,
I ask the millions of Texans living along the
coast and in flood prone areas to consider
purchasing flood insurance. Taking a small
amount of time to complete these three
tasks will help make Texans stronger and
better prepared for future disasters.

TexasBuilders.org
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Lyle Johansen
Ellie Hansen

I

n 1982, when Lyle Johansen joined

internship led him to a career in association

goals and objectives. I was responsible

the Texas Association of Builders

management. “After I graduated, that

for internal and external communication,

as the executive vice president,

internship turned into a job. I was the

the legislative program, personnel and

all

was

director of public affairs and the managing

member relations; all of the operations

manually updated and stored on 12,000

editor of the Texas Hospital Association’s

of the association. My job was to run the

separate index cards. Later that year, the

magazine,” Lyle explains. After leaving the

day-to-day operations of the association;

association purchased the best computer

Texas Hospital Association, Lyle served as

the members’ jobs were to provide the

on the market — an IBM personal

vice president of the Texas Manufactured

direction, and expertise on construction

computer/AT — and fully digitized their

Housing Association and then the Texas

issues.” Among

membership database. In Lyle’s 20 years at

Apartment Association. Finally, he joined

of the Texas Association of Builders that

the Texas Association of Builders, he saw

the Texas Association of Builders, where

Lyle had a hand in were revisions to the

presidents come and go, technologies

he worked until his retirement in 2001 as

Texas Builder

evolve and change, but through it all

executive vice president.

Day, implementation of the Star Awards

member

information

the

accomplishments

magazine,

Builder

Rally

program and the Southwest Builders Show,

he remained a steady hand guiding the
association as they made their mark on

From the start, Lyle’s assignment as

the building industry.

executive vice president was clear: carry

four initiatives that are a part of TAB today.

out the goals of the association that were

Where Lyle and the association team really

While attending the University of Texas

set by the members. “When I first started,

flourished was in their ability to rally the

in the early 1970s, Lyle took an internship

we established a long-range plan and it

membership and affect actual legislative

at the Texas Hospital Association. That

was my responsibility to implement the

change. Part of a state association’s

TexasBuilders.org
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“This is the highlight of my professional career. I’m really humbled
to be included with the likes of Herman and Patsy Smith, Jean

with the likes of Herman and Patsy Smith,

MacDonald, Ted Schlossman and the other 20 or so recipients

the other 20 or so recipients of this award,

Jean MacDonald, Ted Schlossman and
but I have to say this award is not mine

of this award, but I have to say this award is not mine alone.

alone. I had the opportunity to work with

I had the opportunity to work with several other professionals

several other professionals that really

that really had the interest of the association at heart.”

had the interest of the association at
heart.” Among those colleagues that so
influenced his time at the association,
he expresses gratitude to Carol Baker,

strength is in meeting with members of the

The most significant of those abilities is

former director of administration; Nancy

legislature to push for a bill’s refinement,

being able to continuously work with a

Fisher, former director of government

garner support for a bill or try to dissuade

diverse spectrum of personality types.

affairs; Kate Doner Chick, former director

against a bill. “One of the most significant

“Learning how to work with different

of communications; Sarah Senterfitt, the

pieces of legislation we fought for was

management

essential,”

former staff attorney; and Galt Graydon,

the impact fee statute Senator Farabee

recounts Lyle. “Everyone has a different

legislative consultant. Together they were

and Representative Millsap introduced.

style and a person in my position has

a team, joining forces to advocate at the

That legislation created a fairer way for

to learn how to adapt to other people’s

Capitol, organize programs and develop

municipalities to calculate impact fees.”

managerial styles.”

award-winning

styles

was

publications.

“The

recognition that comes with this honor

Lyle also had a hand in the establishment
of the Residential Construction Liability

Lyle’s impressive patience seems to stem

really belongs to those people. I’m happy

Act. “Senator Montford and Representative

from a genuine appreciation for people.

to share it with them,” Lyle concludes.

Duncan introduced that legislation and

“I’ve tried to surround myself with people

we had significant input on that bill. That

who were wiser or more talented than

For 20 years Lyle Johansen served the

was important because it created more

me. The work at the association is a

construction industry as a representative

equitable

construction

team effort. If you have people around

for

disputes. Those disputes could be resolved

you that possess wisdom and talent, the

Association of Builders. He listened

with the Residential Construction Liability

team will be stronger and more effective.”

to

Act as opposed to the Deceptive Trade

That

to

fulfilled it with purpose; taking pride in

Practices Act.”

strengthening

the

the accomplishments of his team. “The

resolution

of

willingness

and

dedication

leadership

within

the
the

membership
membership’s

of

the

Texas

direction

and

association is one of the reasons why TAB

construction industry is a group of the

Another important piece of legislation

thrives as a critical advocate for builders

hardest working professionals around.

Lyle was involved in was the International

across the state.

They

Building

Code.

“Senator

provide

a

necessary

product.

Housing is the American dream and

Armbrister

introduced that bill and it created an

Lyle’s induction into the Texas Housing

builders are out there every day helping

opportunity for multiple city builders to

Hall of Honor comes as the result of two

people achieve that dream,” says Lyle.

only deal with one building code,” says

decades of dedication to the association.

Lyle. The legislation was supported by

Lyle’s appreciation for the honor is

The American dream is a beautiful

the association in the hopes that it would

evident, as is his insistence that he share

notion, full of optimism and the hope

benefit the building industry. Lyle was there

it with all the incredible people he had

that homeownership continues to be

every step of the way, always advocating

the pleasure of working with in his years

available to those who seek it. Lyle was

on behalf of the members he served.

at the association.

a constant advocate for that dream in his
commitment to serving the members of
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Leading a highly influential organization

“This is the highlight of my professional

requires someone with a unique skill set.

career. I’m really humbled to be included
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Granger MacDonald
Brianna Johnson

G

ranger MacDonald credits

MacDonald Companies, Inc. is sprawled

and CEO of the Home Builders Institute

his success to “lots of hard

across 27 cities in Texas with over four

says, “Granger has given a better part of

work and tenacity.” It is

thousand units.

his professional career in advocating for
our industry, taking on leadership roles

clearly articulated in his
the

Texas

at every level. He has been unapologetic

(TAB)

since

in support of our industry and has been

is one of the first things that becomes

the 1970s, speaks of the networking,

incredibly successful, winning all along

apparent in a conversation with Granger.

legislative and educational benefits of his

the way.”

MacDonald holds a degree in finance and

membership as “literally immeasurable.”

real estate from the University of Texas

His ties to the association are as familial

In what is perhaps his proudest moment,

and has proven that a Texas education

as they are professional. His mother, Jean

MacDonald Companies ventured across

and upbringing is a fierce combination, a

MacDonald, was the first woman inducted

the state to respond to the devastation

worthy opponent for anything threatening

into the Texas Housing Hall of Honor and

caused by Hurricane Harvey and help

the American building industry, including

is one of only two women to hold the

rebuild properties, making them habitable

a hurricane.

honor. As a former TAB president and 2017

and safe for families to return to. Granger

manner that he does not suffer fools and

Granger,

a

that he commands respect. His tenacity

Association

member
of

of

Builders

chairman of the National Association of

says, “We had made a promise that we

He is a titan of the Texas building industry

Home Builders (NAHB), he has fought for

would be fully back up and running in

having helped build an empire and

American homebuilders and the future

60 days and we were.” In remembering

successfully bringing his family’s business

of American housing by testifying before

August 25, 2017, when Hurricane Harvey

into the future while filling the housing

Congress dozens of times. Ed Brady, past

hit, he and the entire team at MacDonald

needs of a diverse range of Texans.

NAHB chairman and current president

Companies knew what it was that they

TexasBuilders.org
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“Granger has given a better part of his professional career in
advocating for our industry, taking on leadership roles at every level.

MacDonald Companies, Inc. began and

He has been unapologetic in support of our industry and has been

company with Granger’s son, Justin

remains a family-owned and operated
MacDonald, serving as the company’s

incredibly successful, winning all along the way.”

president as well as TAB’s immediate past
president. With family so firmly at the

were called to do: bring Texans home. “On

learning and computer centers in the

the wall in my office is a small American flag

clubhouses of their properties. “In our

that we found on the sidewalk when we first

senior properties, it’s the way grandmas

got out of my truck to survey the Harvey

keep in touch with their grandchildren,”

damage,” says Granger. “It made us feel like it

says

was going to be alright.” To this day, the flag

properties, it’s how school children are

serves as a reminder of the positive impacts

able to stay up and do their homework

builders can have on the lives of the people

and break the chain of poverty by getting

they serve. Granger’s team worked tirelessly

a good education.” He is rightfully proud

to ensure that, despite the devastation

to “provide safe, affordable housing to

caused by the storm, Texans were able to

many Texans who will never know who

return to the homes they loved.

we are or care who we are, but wouldn’t

Granger,

“and

in

our

family

otherwise have the opportunity to have
especially

a roof over their head tonight.” He says,

keen on incorporating elements which

“We believe you can do good and do well

help those living in lower or fixed-

at the same time.” That serves as a fitting

income situations, such as implementing

motto for Granger MacDonald’s legacy.

MacDonald

Companies

is

center of both his business ventures and
his community outreach, it is no surprise
that his favorite room is the kitchen
where families are nurtured and grown.
Speaking of the love found in the kitchen,
his family published a cookbook, written
by his wife, Kathy, in honor of his stepson,
Doug, who passed away in 2015 after a
long battle with depression. The project
was originally Doug’s idea and has proven
to be so successful that the NAHB is
lovingly publishing a second edition with
new recipes from members and staff. The
proceeds of “Building an Appetite: Around
Our Table” funds the National Housing
Endowment’s Doug Wistner Educational
Fund. The first scholarships will be awarded
to one student of a trade and/or technical
program and one student attending a
four-year college or university. They will
be awarded for the first time in January
of 2020 and are a testament to that same
tenacity with which Granger MacDonald
has cemented his place in the history of
the Texas building industry as well as his
official welcome into the Texas Housing
Hall of Honor.
Visit NAHB.org/Products to purchase your
copy of “Building An Appetite: Around
Our Table.”
If you or anyone you know is experiencing
thoughts of self-harm, please call the
National

Suicide

Prevention

Lifeline

1-800-273-TALK (8255) or text “HELLO” to
the Crisis Text Line 741741.
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Dan Markson
Jessica Hovel

D

the

of the homebuilding industry. He called

Dan’s Housing Hall of Honor nomination,

executive vice president of

it his life-long love. Officially entering

“Dan Markson should be elected to the

development for The NRP

the industry in 1983, Dan attended Clark

Texas Housing Hall of Honor because of his

Group for 16 years. In Dan’s

University for urban planning and then

life-long dedication and passion for service

own words, he received his first set of

received his master’s degree in marketing

and affordable housing.”

Playskool blocks at age four and immediately

at Babson College. From school Dan went

set to work building the Parthenon. In

on to work in mill development in New

It was this dedication and passion that

kindergarten, his teacher asked the principal

England, before turning his attention to

drove Dan to constantly fight for a seat at

if she could get roof pieces for the block set

residential historical housing and multi-

every table politically and to serve as an

in her room, as Dan was building houses that

family development.

expert for the industry on behalf of the

an

Markson

was

seniors, children and families who would

needed roofs. As Dan grew older, he set his
it

was

However,

speaking with one of his mother’s friends

development in which Dan found his true

who was an engineer, he learned he needed

calling in the industry. Dan spearheaded

“There are probably 100,000+ families that

to excel at math. Dan would laugh, “I wasn’t

the

development

were impacted by Dan’s advocating for

the best at math, so I decided from then on I

efforts in the San Antonio area, as well as

equal affordable housing, because he was

was going to be a builder.”

throughout the state of Texas, creating

sitting at that table fighting for them,” says

more than 17,000 units in Texas alone. As

Debra Guerrero, vice president of The NRP

Dan didn’t just become a builder, he

Kristi Sutterfield and Jeff Buell so eloquently

Group. She will assume Dan’s role on the

became a passionate, dedicated member

stated in their application submission for

Mulitfamily Council for TAB.

affordable

affordable

housing

housing

be the recipients of affordable housing.

sights on becoming an architect, but after

TexasBuilders.org
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“There are probably 100,000+ families that were impacted by
Dan’s advocating for equal affordable housing, because he

who we are building for. It’s about the

was sitting at that table fighting for them.”

the state of Texas who will buy the

families, seniors and children throughout
homes we build. To them, these houses
will come with a guaranteed safety of

The political arena is a place Dan strove

participation with the Cesar E. Chavez

a home where they can focus on their

to always be a part of. He chaired

Legacy & Educational Foundation, the

own dreams and goals. We must strive to

multiple

local,

Southwest School of Art and the Rey Feo

make sure we are providing the quality,

state and national levels, beginning in

Scholarship Fund. He worked tirelessly

stable homes everyone deserves,” Debra

1996, most notably NAHB’s Multifamily

in support of pairing students from local

says. He was a mentor to so many people

Council Board of Trustees. He wanted to

colleges with internships within the

within the company, it is with little doubt

ensure fair regulations from everyone

industry, and set up programs to highlight

that his legacy will be forgotten.

in elected office and was involved in as

the construction trades to students. He

many committees and governmental

was honored for his dedication to this

Dan was a person who was a true Texan

discussions

was

cause with the Outstanding Community

at heart and would be truly humbled by

instrumental in his support for pro-

Service Award on behalf of the Alamo

this honor. During his life, Dan was always

housing candidates on all levels of

Community College District, presented

working to have other leaders in the industry

political office, from hosting meetings

to him by the president of St. Philip’s

honored for their accomplishments and

and

College, Dr. Adena Loston.

ensure that their contributions were not

committees

as

fundraisers,

on

possible.

to

the

He

contributing

to

political action committees.

overlooked. He never sought honor for
Dan’s dedication to the importance and

himself, and it’s a bittersweet moment for

Dan was always looking at the impact

support of education spread beyond the

everyone who knew him that he should be

of the industry and how it affected the

colleges and building industry in which

receiving a place in the Texas Housing Hall

future, not just the present. Dan pressed

he worked. The Homework First Program

of Honor posthumously.

building industries in communities as a

was a service Dan created for residents to

way to jumpstart the local economies,

take their children following their release

“Like I tell everybody, I got to Texas as soon

creating opportunities and jobs for the

from school each day. The program was

as I could. I’m Texas born and bred, even

future. Not only did he implement this

created to be a safe space where children

if I started out East,” Dan fondly stated on

for each construction site, but as the

are provided with snacks, activities, and

many occasions. Texas was the place Dan

signs of shortage for labor in the building

homework help to ensure their success in

called home. He wanted to settle down,

industry started showing, he immediately

school. This initiative was just one more

raise his son and actively contribute to

took action against it.

way that Dan went above and beyond to

local and state communities. He worked

provide for his community and help to

daily to ensure that the lives of people

enrich the lives of future generations.

were made better by all of his efforts, but

Debra also spoke of Dan’s participation in
post-secondary education initiatives. “If

most emphatically the provision of equal,

you can only focus on one thing for his

Dan’s legacy will live on through the

career, focus on his scholarship program.”

actions of The NRP Group. The company
will continue working to promote Dan’s

Dan’s passing leaves a hole that will be

Through his urging, NAHB, TAB and the

vision and will remain involved in every

very hard to fill locally, statewide and

Greater San Antonio BA joined together

level of government to ensure the

nationally within the industry in regards

to found the NAHB Student Chapter at St.

construction of affordable home units for

to his influence and dedication to the

Philip’s College. Dan would consider this

seniors, children and families in need.

people he served. He had a passion for

his greatest impact on the industry. He
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affordable housing.

the construction trades that was tireless,

also supported various other education

“The best advice he was constantly

and he will be deeply missed by all with

and scholarship programs through his

spreading to everyone was to remember

whom he came into contact.
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2 0 1 9 T e x a s H o u s i n g H a ll o f H o n o r I n d u c t e e

Eddie Martin
Victoria Luing

O

ne Texas winter day in 1989,

and it meant everything to her that Eddie

have received it in the past. Eddie also holds

Eddie Martin, a lawyer

came down to help.

numerous other presidential, philanthropic
and builder awards.

working for a New York
company,

Eddie is proud of his response from that

was graciously helping his father-in-law’s

day and will always remember this early

Eddie mentioned that Tilson joined TAB back

company with their office work, when he

experience. “You know, this is really a neat

when it was first created in the ‘40s; however,

got a phone call. A receptionist working at

job because we can provide the center of

he didn’t officially join until 2004. In 2013, he

Tilson Custom Home Builders called Eddie

a family’s life,” says Eddie. “We can make it

became president of TAB, but was a director

to tell him about a lady who was upset

so they live their lives where they want to

and chairman of the Legal Affairs Committee

with the condition of her new house. Not

live them.”

prior to his election. He has also held various

development

titles within the Greater Houston BA and

yet an employee of Tilson, Eddie wasn’t
sure he was the right person to speak with

Currently as president and CEO, Eddie

NAHB throughout his career. Before his time

her. With no one else in the office, Eddie,

is planning out the future of Tilson and

with TAB, he worked tirelessly to advocate

along with a Tilson builder, drove 40 miles

staying active within the Texas Association

for legislation that would benefit the

to investigate the situation. After some

of Builders. When he was asked about

homebuilding industry.

observation, they concluded her house

the award he’s receiving from TAB, he

needed some cosmetic changes — an

exclaimed, “The Texas Housing Hall of

Eddie realized he needed to protect his

easy fix. She told him she’d lived in a mobile

Honor is the ultimate award!” He believes

business from bad legislation and couldn’t

home down the lot for 30 years. With tears

this award is something every member of

do it himself; that’s when he noticed TAB had

in her eyes, the homeowner explained this

TAB should aim to receive and he is excited

a huge presence before the Texas legislature.

was the first home she had ever owned

to be alongside 25 other members who

“They (TAB) were able to band builders

TexasBuilders.org
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Member Profile
“You know, this is really a neat job because we can provide the center
of a family’s life,” says Eddie. “We can make it so they live their lives
where they want to live them.”

show “Extreme Makeover: Home Edition,”
for a home they built for a veteran cruelly
wounded in the Fort Hood shootings of
2009. This was a fun challenge for Eddie

together to get things done,” Eddie says.

“Every home we build is actually a unique

and his employees because they had only

Because of this, he joined TAB and, since

custom home,” explains Eddie. “Building

106 hours to build this home. They built 24

then, has always worked on the political side

a

planning,

hours a day and were filmed through all

of the association.

approving and geo-technology. And we

of it. After the home was built, the veteran

do all of that. Every deal we do is almost

and his fiancé were married right in their

When he was asked if he’s ever done any

its own development, even for one house.

new backyard! For him and his team, Eddie

construction for Tilson, he laughed. “Me?

We provide the construction financing

says this was one of the “proudest things

Oh, no! No. I’ve never done anything

because we have the financial strength. We

we’ve done.”

besides

in

get their permanent mortgage set in place

college. I’ve always been on the executive

and do a lot to get these people everything

Freshly

management side of the business.” After

they need to get their ‘forever home.’”

vacation with his wife to celebrate their

commercial

construction

house

typically

involves

initially earning his degree in accounting,

from

a

bucket-list

40th anniversary, Eddie will continue to

he went back to school for his law degree

Not only do Eddie and his company strive

expand his company to new areas of Texas

and began his career with a New York

to create the perfect home, they have also

with the mission to build ‘forever homes.’

development company. When he expressed

offered their support to Operation FINALLY

The Texas Housing Hall of Honor award will

interest in joining Tilson to his father-in-law

HOME. This organization was created to

be presented to Eddie and other members

(who was chairman of the board at the

custom-build mortgage-free homes for

at the Excellence in Leadership Dinner

time), Eddie knew exactly what his role

wounded or disabled veterans. Tilson was

on November 21, a few days after Eddie’s

within the company would be. “When I

featured alongside Operation FINALLY

birthday. To Eddie, this will be the perfect

came in, everybody in the company was

HOME for an episode of the ABC television

birthday celebration!

a construction expert, except for me. I was
the only one that had the accounting and
legal experience,” he says.
Developed in 1932, Tilson Custom Home
Builders “builds on your lot.” Jack Alarid
(Eddie’s father-in-law) ran the company
from 1960 until about 1980, before Eddie
came on board. When it first opened, there
were only 20 to 25 employees working in
the Houston area. Tilson now has roughly
170 employees, 100 contractors, and went
from five locations in Texas to 12 since
Eddie took over in the ‘80s. Eddie explains,
“When you ask people what they’re
looking for from Tilson, they tell us that
they’re looking for their ‘forever home.’”
Tilson is a custom homebuilding company
with the majority of their clients looking
to build on properties they already own.
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On Council

Bill Meyer
Developers Council Chairman

Developers Council
Plays a Vital Role
Bill Meyer, Regional President

L

and development encompasses a

a group of dedicated developer members

product mandates, consistent development

multitude of issues that are either

wanted to create a new concept where not

permit and plat/plan review timelines, flood

directly or indirectly affected by

only developers served on the Government

infrastructure planning and funding and

various federal, state and local laws

Relations Committee, but where all devel-

property tax reform and transparency. Providing

and regulations. From stormwater and envi-

oper members could convene. This provided

TAB with valuable and real business experiences

ronmental concerns to tree ordinances and

a forum to discuss various regulatory and

contributes to the overall advocacy efforts when

platting requirements, government regula-

business challenges that they face across the

working with legislators. Developers Council

tions can take a huge bite out of the devel-

state and to work to become a more effective

members have traveled to Austin to testify on

opment industry if left unchecked.

and proactive voice in the legislative process.

legislative issues numerous times.

In fact, a recent study by NAHB indicates that,

This group of developers not only worked with

In its short existence, the TAB Developers

on average, regulations imposed by govern-

th

TAB staff during the 85 Legislative Session on

Council has expanded member engagement,

ment at all levels account for 25 percent of

law making, but they also worked to formalize

strengthened the voice of the developers’

the final price of a new single-family home

their group within the state association frame-

community within our association, given the

and nearly two-thirds of this is tied to higher

work. In August 2017, they conducted their

decision-makers at development companies

costs associated with the finished lot due to

first official TAB Developers Council meeting

in Texas an opportunity to work together on

regulations imposed during the development

where Lisa Clark, a member of the Greater

major policy issues and increased the asso-

phase. The Texas Association of Builders (TAB)

Houston Builders Association, and I, a devel-

ciation’s knowledge base.

has a long and successful history of addressing

oper in Austin, served as the inaugural chair

development issues at the State Capitol in

and vice chair of the council.

such areas as vested rights, impact fees, special

For more information or if you would like
to become a member of the Developers

purpose districts and a multitude of other

In a brief amount of time, this council has grown

Council, please contact Mary Castetter

issues affecting our members.

to over 50 members. This type of member

(Mary@TexasBuilders.org) at TAB.

engagement helped contribute to the record
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Since the founding of the association in 1946,

success in the 86th Legislative Session for devel-

issues faced by developers have regularly

oper interests with the passage of major bills

been addressed by the association in the

including building permit fees, reducing agricul-

legislative and regulatory arenas. In 2016,

ture roll-back taxes, prohibition on government
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Bill Meyer is the volunteer chairman of the Developers
Council. He has more than 25 years of experience in
all aspects of planned community development. He’s
the senior vice president division manager at Newland
Communities for the Austin, Texas area.

Government Relations

Susan Wright
Government Relations
Committee Chair

Sunset Commission Agencies
Under Review for the 2019-2021
Review Cycle, 87th Legislative Session

In
the

Interim

Susan Wright, Government Relations Committee Chair

• Agriculture, Texas Department of
• Animal Health Commission, Texas
• Boll Weevil Eradication Foundation,
Board of Directors of the Official
Cotton Growers’
• Brazos River Authority
• Credit Union Department and

F

Commission
the committees then have hearings over the

around the Capitol have been quiet.

course of the next several months to discuss

I’ve heard several TAB members

each charge in depth. Agencies, associations

wonder aloud “what’s going on at

and the public are invited to provide insight into

the Capitol when they aren’t in session?”

the pros and cons of said charges in a manner to

• Fire Protection, Texas Commission on

I thought I would take this opportunity to

assist the legislators with arriving at a solution.

• Holocaust and Genocide Commission,

highlight some of those things.

Most legislation that is filed each session is a

Interagency Council
• Economic Development and Tourism
Office, Texas

Texas

result of information obtained through Interim

• Jail Standards, Texas Commission on

First and foremost, politicos loosely refer to

Charges and hearings associated with them.

• Law Enforcement, Texas Commission on

the period of time between sessions as “the

Sometimes, legislators find as a result of those

• Licensing and Regulation, Texas

interim,” upon the conclusion of the Legislative

hearings that legislation is not needed. In the

Department of (Limited Scope Review)

Session, the lieutenant governor and the speaker

next issues of Texas Builder we will highlight

• Parks and Wildlife Department, Texas

of the house seek input from members of the

the 2019-2020 Interim Charges that impact our

• Prepaid Higher Education Tuition Board

legislature and the public for Interim Charge

industry the most.

• Prescribed Burning Board
• Racing Commission, Texas

ideas. Typically, you will find that complex and
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• Early Childhood Health and Nutrition

all is in the air and things in and

controversial issues take several sessions to

Another important area is the work of the

• San Jacinto River Authority

resolve. Interim Charges are assigned to indi-

Texas Sunset Advisory Commission (Sunset

• State-Federal Relations, Office of

vidual committees in each body of the legis-

or Sunset Commission for short). In 1977 the

• Teacher Retirement System of Texas

lature. These charges, once they are assigned,

Sunset Commission was created by the enact-

• Veterinary Medical Examiners, State

are made available to the public. The chairs of

ment of the Texas Sunset Act. The commission

Board of (Limited Scope Review)
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Government Relations

“Most legislation that is filed each session
is a result of information obtained through
Interim Charges and hearings associated

legislation) has a date with which “the sun

Sunset, including 39 that were completely

will set” on the agency, unless the legisla-

abolished and 46 that were abolished with

ture passes a bill to continue the agency.

certain functions transferred to existing or

with them. Sometimes, legislators find as a

Agencies typically are reviewed every 12

newly created agencies.

result of those hearings that legislation is not

years, with about 20 to 30 agencies being

needed. In the next issues of Texas Builder

reviewed each interim.

we will highlight the 2019-2020 Interim

Interestingly, the Sunset Commission is
the only legislative entity that votes during

This interim, they will review 20 agencies

the interim. How can you participate in

(see list in box). The Sunset Commission

the sunset process this interim? You can

will analyze and evaluate these agencies to

join the sunset mailing list at https://www.

is composed of 12 members: five are state

find an answer to several questions. What

sunset.texas.gov/join-mailing-list, contact

senators, five are state representatives, one

is the agency’s mission? Does the mission

the Sunset Commission with direct input

public member is appointed by the lieu-

still exist? Should the agency continue to

during the review or testify before the

tenant governor and one public member

exist? If so, what changes need to be made

Sunset Commission.

is appointed by the speaker of the house.

to make it more effective and efficient? If

The Sunset Act states that every state

the mission no longer exists or the functions

As you can see, although the legislature isn’t

agency (about 140, excluding universities,

can be better performed by another agency,

in session, there are many things to look

courts, agencies mandated under the Texas

the sun sets on that agency. As of 2017, 85

forward to. With a state the size of Texas

Constitution or other exempted by specific

agencies in Texas have been abolished by

there is always work to be done!

Charges that impact our industry the most.”

TexasBuilders.org
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Lonestar Newsmakers

TEXAS BUILDER
NOW AVAILABLE

IN AN APP
Reading Mode

Tiffany Acree receives the GFWBA
Herman J. Smith Legend Award
StrucSure Home Warranty is proud to congratulate senior vice president
of sales, Tiffany Acree, on receiving the Herman J. Smith Legend Award
from the Greater Fort Worth Builders Association (GFWBA). This prestigious
award—last given in 2012—was presented to Acree at the 75th Anniver-

Page 13

Page 14

Page 15

sary and Installation Banquet on September 26, 2019 at the Ashton Depot
in Fort Worth.
“I am honored and humbled to be recognized with the Herman J. Smith
Legend Award. I consider this my highest achievement in my 25-year build-

Capitalize on the moments while your

ing industry career,” said Acree in acceptance of the award. Acree attributed

peers are catching up on the latest

her success to the support of her family and StrucSure Home Warranty, and

industry trends. The Texas Builder

expressed her gratitude to StrucSure CEO, Jerry Thompson.

App will allow users to access the

Previous recipients of the award include The Herman Smith Family in

latest publications in the construction

1995, J.B. Sandlin in 1996, Becky Oliver in 1997, Ron Formby in 1999, Gary

industry at any time & place. They will

Shelfield in 2003, Douglas Gilliland in 2005, Rene Adams in 2008, and Ted

be able to easily access full issues of

Schlossman in 2012.

the Texas Builder magazine from their

The Herman J. Smith Legend Award is presented to an individual who
has made a lasting contribution to the building industry at the local level.
Named after Herman J. Smith, a successful businessman who served as
a local, state and national president and volunteered tirelessly for the
betterment of the GFWBA. The award recognizes the selfless sacrifices the
recipients have made to be considered industry mentors, experts in their
fields, innovators, contributors and leaders.

mobile phone or tablet device. Get the
digital exposure that your company
needs by advertising with a banner or
splash page on the app.
For Advertising Information Contact:
Mitchell Kleinschmidt
E&M Consulting, Inc.
toll free. 800.572.0011
local. 512.692.9859
mitchell@emconsultinginc.com
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Charities Receive Funds from
Sale of GHBA Benefit Home
The Greater Houston Builders Association
(GHBA) board members joined the two beneficiaries of the Benefit Homes Project charity
fundraiser at the official check presentation
that reflected funds raised from the sale of
a Chesmar Homes Benefit Home. The home
was built in the Toll Brothers’ community
of NorthGrove.
The board members joined Chesmar’s Scott
Merovitch, city president/Houston and David
Assid, Toll Brothers’ division president who
presented a check for nearly $250,000 to
Carole Brady, executive director of HomeAid
Houston and Lee Kirgan, vice president of
project management for Operation Finally
Home, the two charities who received proceeds from the sale of the home.
This is the sixth Benefit Home that Chesmar
Homes has constructed. Chesmar constructed their 2,746 square foot Mesquite
Plan that is a two-story design featuring four
bedrooms with a fifth bedroom/study option,
three full baths, walk-in closets, a game room,
an island kitchen and a two-story open
family room off the kitchen.
Each year two to three homes are built for
the Benefit Homes Project. The materials,
labor and services are donated by GHBA
members. The homes are sold at market
value and proceeds go to local charities.
Since the project began 39 years ago, more
than $11 million has been raised.

L to R: Scott Merovitch, city president/Houston for Chesmar; Casey Morgan, CEO GHBA; John Williams, president of GHBA;
Carole Brady, executive director of HomeAid and Lee Kirgan, vice president of project management for Operation Finally Home.

“The community of NorthGrove is a beautiful
backdrop for such a beautiful home,” said
John Williams, president of GHBA. “The team
of Toll Brothers and Chesmar Homes scored
a homerun when they collaborated on this
‘Home for Good’. We thank this team and their
nearly 100 vendors who made it possible.”
NorthGrove is located off FM 2978 in Magnolia, Texas in southern Montgomery County.
The community is conveniently located
within minutes of The Woodlands, while
offering a more intimate small town feel. It
is also just a short drive from major employers, shopping centers, al fresco dining and
cultural centers.
It is designed with over 200 acres of
preserved green space, hike and bike trails,
natural waterscapes, luxury outdoor gathering spaces, three community lakes and a

7.5 acre recreation center called The Retreat.
This center gets its name for the 9,400 square
foot clubhouse that is a contemporary lodge
design and features numerous amenities.
Just a few of the vendors and suppliers who
committed their donations include Allpoints Surveying, Ellen Lighting & Hardware,
Builders Post-Tension, PPG Paints, Lewis &
Partners, Action Landscaping, Trus Joist/Weyerhaeuser, Meridian Brick, 1st Infinity, James
Hardie, Surface Systems, Emerald Masonary,
AHI Supply, Hurricane Construction and Hart
Lumber, Austin Windstorm, MTW Pipeworks,
GE Appliances, Lanehart Electric, Builders
First Source and All About Concrete.
For more information on the Benefit Homes
Project or the Greater Houston Builders Association visit www.ghba.org or call 281-970-8970.

2020 Parade of Homes™ Location and Builders Revealed
During a reveal event at The LINE Hotel, the Home Builders Association
of Greater Austin announced The Reserve at Lake Travis as the site of
the 64th Annual Parade of Homes™. Hundreds attended the event in
anticipation of learning the participating builders.
During the evening, Ross Britton, managing partner at US Ecologic
and chair of the HBA Parade of Homes Committee, Carrie L. Ciliberto,

Esq., CEO of the Home Builders Association of Greater Austin and Harry
Adams, McCombs Properties Managing Partner, announced that in
addition to a home in The Reserve’s new Cypress Cove Treehouse Collection, HBA members Arbogast Homes, Dalainey Performance Homes,
Legacy DCS and Sterling Custom Homes will build custom properties in
this premier community. The Parade of Homes will take place over three
weekends in June 2020: June 13-15, June 19-21 and June 26-28.
TexasBuilders.org
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Dallas BA’s Metro East
Division Raises $70,000
for Lone Star CASA
The Dallas BA’s Metro East Division’s 14th
Annual Cars for CASA vintage car, truck
and motorcycle show raised $70,213.20
for Lone Star CASA, an organization that
advocates for children under the care
of Child Protective Services in Rockwall
and Kaufman Counties. It was the single
largest contribution in CASA’s history.
From left are Michael Dodson, Doug
Bowerman, Rockwall County Judge
David Sweet, Dave Hambley, Lone Star
CASA Executive Director Lucille Bell, Greg
Paschall, Tom Sadler, Phil Smith, Justin
Webb and Jerry Carter.

Operation FINALLY HOME further its mission of providing homes
and home modifications for wounded, ill and injured veterans and
widows of the fallen by supporting 15 to 20 home modifications
throughout Texas.
During the Texas Veterans Commission Tour of Texas, Operation
FINALLY HOME Founder Dan Wallrath and Director of Donor
Engagement Katie Herries accepted the check on behalf of the
organization Sept. 12 at the Texas Capitol in Austin. To date, Operation
FINALLY HOME has more than 250 home projects completed or in
planning stages in 33 states.

Operation FINALLY HOME Receives
Fund for Veterans’ Assistance Grant
Operation FINALLY HOME was awarded the FY19-20 Fund
for Veterans’ Assistance (FVA) grant from the Texas Veterans
Commission (TVC). The grant, which totals $250,000, will help
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“We’re honored to receive this generous grant from the Texas
Veterans Commission,” said Dan Wallrath, Operation FINALLY HOME
founder. “Through partnerships like these, we’re able to work toward
our mutual goal of improving the lives of American heroes who have
sacrificed greatly for our freedoms.”
The Texas Veterans Commission Fund for Veterans’ Assistance (FVA)
grants are awarded to non-profit organizations and government
agencies for specific services they provide veterans and their families.
The grants support a wide range of services for veterans such as
housing, food, financial aid, clinical counseling and job skills training.
For more information, visit www.tvc.texas.gov/grants/.

Advertorial

At Acme there’s more in
store for you than great
brick and stone products.
Your Acme Brick showroom is the place for fine outdoor living
and remodeling products.

For your remodeling needs we offer:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Beautiful Acme thinBRIK to easily create dramatic interior walls.
Highly efficient fireplace inserts and surrounds
Beautiful and secure iron entry doors
Glass block installation systems and glass block
Ceramic and porcelain tile
Wood flooring

For outdoor living:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Outdoor fireplaces and fire pits
Complete outdoor kitchens and surrounds
Pizza ovens
Handsome masonry pavers
Top quality standalone grills
Durable masonry retaining-wall units

Find the products you want and the expertise
you need at any of our 21 Texas showrooms
or visit brick.com.
TexasBuilders.org
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Dallas Builders Association
Launches Prestigious Certified
Star Builder Program
The Dallas Builders Association Education Committee has
announced the redevelopment of a newly named local
professional certification, the Certified Star Builder (CSB).
To achieve this prestigious certification, Dallas BA builder
members must adhere to strict requirements and
ethics training.
In an unlicensed state, it can be difficult for builders to set
themselves apart. This certification was developed to assist
builders in demonstrating their commitment to excellence
to their clients. All CSB members will be approved by the
Dallas BA Education Committee. After completing the
ethics training, applicants will be required to pass an exam
with no less than a score of 70 percent along with signing
the CSB code of ethics.
Certified Star Builders will have demonstrated their
company’s desire to go above and beyond. The
requirement of the certification includes proof of general
liability insurance, participation in an OSHA safety plan,
energy considerations and continuing education.
All CSBs must hold a Certified Graduate Builder, Graduate
Master Builder, Certified Green Professional or Certified
Aging-in-Place Specialist certification from the National
Association of Home Builders. The certification will require
renewal each year to authenticate that the parameters of
the certification are still being met.
As the year continues, the Dallas BA will add additional
local certifications for remodeler and associate members.
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Words of Encouragement
and Prayer Help El Paso Heal
Texas once again found itself dealing with a massive shooting on
August 3, 2019. This time it was El Paso, the community touted as
one of the safest in the country. Sadly, it happened in MidlandOdessa just a few weeks later. The El Paso rampage affected the
bilingual community especially hard because the shooter admitted
that he was out to target Hispanics and Mexicans. The diverse
population never expected to be victims and so the healing has
been a very difficult and slow process.
The El Paso Association of Builders was impacted through the
death of Mr. and Mrs. Raul Flores, whose son Raul, Jr. works for
member company, Hercules Industries. Many of the members
knew some of the victims or had first responders as family or close
friends. Some members did business in the Walmart store that was
the scene of the carnage.
The EPAB was comforted by many of the attendees of the Texas
Association of Builders’ Sunbelt Builders ShowTM, including keynote
speaker Vanilla Ice. He graciously recorded heartfelt condolences
and support to the community in a 40 second video. That video was
shared on social media, and saw the single largest viewing of any
posting on the association’s Facebook page. Attendees took time to
offer a moment of silence during the opening session as well as at
the TAB board meeting. The EPAB is very grateful for the outpouring
of support and prayers that continue to come our way.
As a vital community partner, the El Paso Association of Builders
wants to let every Texas Association of Builders member know
that we are thankful for your concerns and considerations. We
send our prayers to the communities of Midland and Odessa as
they come to grips with their tragedy.

Texas Association of Builders
313 East 12 th Street, Suite #210
Austin, TX 78701

