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President’s Commentary
So I encourage each of you to explore exactly
what TAB has to offer. Get out there and get
involved and I can guarantee that you will
experience firsthand the value your fellow
TAB members have seen through involvement
in the Texas Association of Builders.
We are off to a good start as four of our
local associations were honored by the
NAHB at IBS. Texas had the most winners
of any state (see the Lonestar Newsmaker
section for more details). West Texas HBA,
Tyler Area BA, BA of Corpus Christi and
HBA of San Angelo, thanks for being great
role models for us to follow.

By Tim Jackson

W

e’re on a roll and our momentum
is just getting started as we have
returned from the 2016 International
Builders’ Show®. It was a jam packed week as we
attended National Association of Home Builders
Committee meetings and walked the 1,500-plus
vendor Show floor.
I left the event with membership, advocacy and
our future on the forefront.
Commitment to Membership Continues
Thanks to the hard work put forth by our
Immediate Past President Steve Sorrells and
current Membership Committee Chair Michael
Biggerstaff our numbers are on the upswing.
Now is our opportunity to continue this growth.
The goal this year is to increase our total
membership by 1,500 members through the
RPM Membership Challenge program and the
“Two For TAB” campaign.
In order to achieve this goal, we must be
committed to the number one driving force of
any successful organization, selling a valuable
product that your target audience is better off
having and at a fair price.
As an association, we must strive to meet the needs
of our members, current and new. Being driven
by numbers, our local associations must focus
on engaging and educating our industry so they
continue to see the value in membership. What’s
the best way to measure the value of a membership?
By creating active participation in meetings, events
and activities which TAB helps to promote.

Remember, Your Vote Matters
By the time you read this my attention will
be on the 2016 March primary elections.
These primary races are vital to the
future of our industry as seats in the U.S.
Congress and the Texas Legislature will be
decided. It’s our responsibility to stay upto-date on the candidates and the best way
to do so is through the TAB Advocacy &
Action Center.
Make sure you are signed up to receive
TAB’s emails at www.TexasBuilders.org
or if you’re social media savvy check out
TAB’s Facebook page under ‘Take Action’
for current updates and voting reminders.
As we talk about the elections and
candidates it’s important to remember
HOMEPAC. Your contributions to
HOMEPAC are more important than
ever before. TAB’s outstanding advocacy
team will be at the Capitol sharing
our commitment to providing quality,
affordable housing to future generations
of Texans. HOMEPAC is an essential
component of TAB’s advocacy program
and voluntary contributions can help
preserve a positive political climate for the
residential construction and development
industry in Texas.
We ask for your contribution at any level
from Lone Star to Capitol Club. Your
participation will allow us to be involved
more than ever in electing pro-housing
candidates to office.
TAB’s HOMEPAC is only possible with the
help and support of our members. The next
opportunity to participate in a fundraising
event will be at the Winter Board Meetings

in San Antonio on March 30. TAB will be
hosting another fun night out at TopGolf. Last
year’s TopGolf event in Austin was such a huge
hit we decided to do it again in San Antonio.
Housing Outlook for Texas in 2016
The Texas housing market has been one of
the hottest in the nation for the past few
years. With more than 157,000 housing
starts in 2015, all indications are that 2016
will be just as strong or stronger due to job
growth and consumer confidence.
A firming economy, solid job growth, rising
consumer confidence, higher household
formations and pent-up demand are helping
to bring buyers back into the marketplace,
and these factors will bode well for housing
this year, according to economists speaking
at the NAHB/IBS in January.
As we heard at the national meetings,
many expect to see nationwide home
prices increase about 4-5 percent this
year and could reach the 2006 peak by
mid-2017. There are concerns among
builders regarding the cost and availability
of developed lots and labor, federal
environmental regulations and policies
that are making it more expensive and
difficult to build homes, and building
materials prices.
The NAHB expects single-family starts to
reach 840,000 units nationwide this year.
Texas accounts for 20 percent of those
starts as the Lone Star State is projected to
have more than 165,000 starts.
On the multifamily side, NAHB is anticipating 417,000 starts in 2016, up 5
percent from a total of about 397,000
units last year. Meanwhile, residential
remodeling activity is expected to register
a 1.1 percent gain this year over 2015.
Overall, Texas is expected to continue its
strong growth in the housing industry.
I would like to encourage you again to
visit the TAB website (TexasBuilders.org)
and to get involved with your local, state
and national associations. Remember
that the Texas Association of Builders
exists because of members like you and
for members like you. Let’s make this
year bigger and better for current and
future builders.
TexasBuilders.org
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Executive Director’s Message

The Future Is Now
now do 100 percent of their business with
other members!

By M. Scott Norman, Jr.

T

his issue of Texas Builder magazine
is about the future. The future of our
association, homes of the future, and
how the Texas Association of Builders can
play a role in shaping the makeup of the
2017 Texas Legislature.
Association and Long Range Planning
Committee Chairman David Miller’s
column on page 10 provides you with
an overview of TAB’s goals for the year.
Through the leadership of TAB President
Tim Jackson and Membership Committee
Chairman Mike Biggerstaff, we have
set a goal to grow our membership by
at least 1,500 new members this year.
Two membership drives are being
held simultaneously in 2016. The RPM
(Relationships Powered by Members)
Membership Challenge will continue
through the year, and the new “Two for
TAB” Membership Campaign is underway.
All members – Builders and Associates –
may participate in both drives.
As you know, the RPM Challenge is a
back-to-the-basics “Do Business With
a Member” recruitment and retention
effort. It’s simple – identify non-members
with whom you do business and recruit
them to join the association. Your goal is
to increase the percentage of business you
do with other members. Several members
who embraced the RPM Challenge in 2015

8
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The “Two for TAB” Membership Campaign is a simple way to compete with
other members of your local HBA for
prizes. For every two members (Builder
or Associate; five Affiliates count as one
entry) that you recruit, your name goes
into your HBA’s hard hat for a drawing that
will be held during the TAB Membership
Committee meetings this year (March,
July and November). For example, if you
recruit six new Builder and Associate
members, you will have three chances
to win. If you recruit five new Affiliate
members and one Associate member, you
will have one chance to win. Contact your
local HBA executive officer to join one or
both of these membership campaigns.
As all of you are hopefully aware with the
attention being given to the Presidential
election, 2016 is once again an election
year. Although no statewide offices
except for the three very important Texas
Supreme Court seats on the ballot, over
half of the Texas Senate and all 150 seats
in the Texas House of Representatives are
up for election in November. HOMEPAC
Trustees Chair Carol Longacre’s column is
devoted to the March primary races and
elaborates on the goals for HOMEPAC,
the political action committee of the Texas
Association of Builders. Your support of
HOMEPAC is crucial in helping to ensure
that we elect pro-housing candidates to the
Texas Legislature.
Remember when “green building” was all
our industry talked and learned about?
Over the last decade, Texas builders have
successfully provided homeowners with
more energy efficiency and have a new
understanding and appreciation of its
positive effects and sustainable homes. TAB
was proud to provide dozens of education
classes on green and sustainable building to
the professional building community, and
we strive to continue to educate our builders
on not just the latest trends but on realworld, practical best building practices.

This issue’s main feature is about homes of
the future. From smart homes, whose every
mechanism can be controlled through
a smart phone or tablet, to the public’s
fascination with “tiny homes,” we are
pleased to bring you information on what
today’s consumers are interested in – and
sometimes demanding – as they consider
building, purchasing or remodeling
homes. This article will introduce you to
some of what home buyers are looking for
in 2016 and beyond.
We will bring you much more detailed
information on these and more trends at
the 2016 Sunbelt Builders Show™ that will
be held at the Gaylord Texan in Grapevine
August 3–4. You’ll learn about a unique
business model that has proved wildly
successful for a couple who remodel
homes in Waco; a builder and designer,
both of whom live in Austin, who have
collaborated on projects for ABC TV’s
“Extreme Makeover: Home Edition,”
National Geographic’s “Cabin Fever,” and
fyi.tv’s “Tiny House Nation”; and other
experts on smart home technology and
cybersecurity. We hope you will plan on
joining us at Sunbelt to learn about all of
this and so much more.
I also want to remind you that TAB’s
Energy Code Training classes are being
offered through the local associations
through July. This class is the result of the
successful passage of HB 1736 (2015 Texas
Legislative Session), that implements
intelligent and rational energy code policy
that will result in significantly better
compliance rates and allow for more
cost effective implementation of the state
energy code. Check with your local HBA
executive officer or visit TexasBuilders.org
for training dates and locations.
2016 will be a busy year for TAB and its
members. I hope to see you March 30–31
at the Sheraton Gunter Hotel in San
Antonio for TAB’s winter meetings. Please
join us to help shape the future of our
association and industry.

TexasBuilders.org
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On Council

Moving Forward

By David Miller

The TAB bylaws define the
charge of the Association
and Long Range Planning
Committee as:
“The Association and Long Range Planning
Committee shall have the responsibility for
evaluating the resources and facilities of
the Association and for determining how
best to achieve the appropriate allocation
of the Association’s resources and facilities
with respect to the Association’s tasks and
mission. The Association and Long Range
Planning Committee shall also have the duty
and responsibility of reviewing all activities
of the Association, studying the needs of the
membership of the Association, determining
how those needs can be successfully met
by future activities of the Association, and
developing plans, policies and programs
for Association action which will meet the
long term needs of the building industry.
The committee in conjunction with the staff
may also review and recommend member
services and programs to the Board of
Directors. The committee shall report to
the Board of Directors from time to time
with its recommendations for the structure,
organization, and policies needed by the
Association to meet its long term objectives.”
Wow! That’s a mouthful. In short, this
committee works with the officers,
members and staff to see what’s on the
horizon and determine what’s best for the
association and how we can accomplish it.
Part of this responsibility is how we can
10
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provide value to our almost 10,000 members.
The Association Planning Committee creates,
implements and monitors all of the member
benefit programs. The association business
is a big one, and our staff receives numerous
calls a month from solicitors of member
benefit programs. Our committee evaluates
legitimate prospects and determines if
they are a good fit for the association and
the members. Currently, TAB offers seven
programs that help your business’ bottom line.
These include insurance/risk management,
contracts, safety, marketing and cost saving
initiatives. You are leaving money on the
table if you are not utilizing these. A complete
list of these benefits can be found on the TAB
website under the Membership heading.
Another charge of the committee is facilities
and resource management. This is a two-fold
responsibility since the association owns a
building in downtown Austin where we have
tenants and secondly, we rent space adjacent
to the Capitol for our association offices. In
2003 and 2004, this very committee evaluated
our staff, their function, and the space that
was necessary to conduct the association’s
day-to-day duties. It was determined that the
building we own did not sufficiently serve the
association. The committee considered three
options: renovation of our building, buying
a new building or leasing office space. In
January 2005, our staff moved to the current
space, where we lease 3,350 sq. ft. and we
leased out the office space owned by TAB.
In January 2017, we will once again face this
similar situation as both our lease and our
tenant’s lease will expire. The Association
Planning Committee will once again evaluate
all opportunities and report back to the
membership all options that will be available
to the association. This is a dynamic time for
real estate in Austin, and I am sure that some
of these choices will include: selling, leasing,
moving, buying and building or, even better,
a combination of these. For the good of TAB
and our staff, we must seriously consider all
of our options for the long-term benefit.
Other resources that are very valuable to the
association and this committee are people

and technology. During the past year, the
technology of the association took the giant
leap into the “Cloud.” This change has proven
successful in that our systems have been
remarkably stable and, therefore, reduced
our IT expenses in both our operating and
capital budgets while allowing our staff a
seamless transition. In Q1 of 2016, the TAB
website will undergo a complete overhaul
to streamline the look and functionality.
Our current website is over 10 years old and
definitely has outlived its usefulness.
Human capital is certainly our greatest asset
and a serious part of the committee’s work is
to ensure that TAB is appropriately staffed
to carry out its mission and purpose. After
the great recession, and as many of your
companies experienced, the association was
forced to make cuts in staff positions. While
not all of these positions have been fully
restored, the committee regularly reviews the
association's organizational chart to make
certain the association’s goals can be achieved
at the current staffing level. Our staff works
harder and smarter to meet our needs.
If any of the previous information is of
interest to you, I encourage you to join me
and the other committee members at our
upcoming meeting on March 30 at the TAB
Winter Board of Directors Meetings in San
Antonio. The Association and Long Range
Planning Committee is truly where you can
get down in the weeds and learn the business
of our organization.
Thanks to Frank Murphy, Carol Longacre,
Leslie King, Gary Wilkerson, Beverly Koehn,
Mitchell Anderson, Joel Katz, Clyde Beaty,
Mike Mishler, Gary Nordling, Adam Bakir,
Alan Fails, JC Calcote, Adrian Balderas, Mike
Biggerstaff and Pedro Limas for serving with
me in 2016. I am looking forward to a very
productive year.
David Miller is President of McDougal
Construction in Lubbock, Texas. He oversees
construction and renovation of multifamily
housing and commercial properties and projects.
He holds a B.S. in Engineering Technology from
Texas Tech University and has over 30 year
experience in the construction industry.

Speaking Out

Senator José Menéndez

First and foremost, welcome to the Texas
Senate. After fifteen years in the House of
Representatives, you won a special election
to fill the vacated seat for San Antonio’s
Senate District 26. From your perspective
and experience, what are the significant
differences from serving in the House
and Senate?

I

t has truly been a blessing serving the
people of Senate District 26. The biggest
difference between serving in the House
of Representatives versus the Texas Senate is
the sheer number of constituents and diverse
communities I work with as a State Senator.
As a House member I represented about
177,000 people mostly on the west side of
San Antonio. Now I work for over 800,000
people and serve all of San Antonio. The
Senate is also very focused on getting the
job done for our constituents. I'm able to
pass more legislation as a State Senator and
secure millions of state dollars for crucial San
Antonio initiatives like the Alamo.
Prior to being elected to the House of
Representatives in 2000, you served on the
San Antonio City Council. What initially
inspired you to become involved with
public service?

12
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Serving in public office allows me the
opportunity to help people and give back to
the community that has given me so much.
I believe that regardless of your background
everyone deserves an opportunity to succeed.
When I first ran for San Antonio City Council
I wanted to create those opportunities and a
more prosperous city.
Your parents worked hard to develop
a successful small family-owned and
operated business, much like many of
Texas’ home builders. Since you grew up
helping the family business, you know
first-hand the impact certain regulations
have on businesses. In your opinion, how
can government support and strengthen
local businesses and the overall
economic prosperity?
Local businesses drive our economy. As an
elected official it's my job to incubate the
potential of local businesses by creating laws
that reduces red tape. It's important that
Texas foster the type of pro-business climate
that made it possible for my parents to open a
small record label in San Antonio. My father
started out washing dishes in a hospital. He
saved enough money, worked hard, invested
and was ultimately able to start his own
company. That is the American Dream. As
State Senator, I want to make sure anyone
can still achieve the American Dream like my
family did.
Due to your many years of work in the
title business, you have a deep knowledge
and appreciation for the real estate
industry statewide. How will the new
disclosure rules affect real estate transfer
closings, and what should builders do, if
anything, to minimize disruptions?
The new TILA/RESPA Integrated Disclosure
(TRID) is well intended. The goal of TRID is
to give consumers enough time to educate
themselves about their mortgage before they
make a major commitment like buying a
house. While this has delayed the time it takes
to close on a house, it hasn't significantly

stopped any sales from going through.
Builders need to coordinate with lenders,
realtors, and title companies to ensure that
everything is lined up for the home to be
purchased. It shouldn't drastically change
how builders operate.
Through your line of work in the title
insurance business you have helped many
San Antonio families realize the American
Dream of homeownership. Have you
noticed a shift in home buyers and the
availability of affordable housing in
your district?
I am extremely passionate about building
affordable housing for Bexar County families.
A home gives someone a sense of belonging
and purpose. So I've made it my mission
to pass laws that help develop affordable
housing communities. Building affordable
housing takes innovative partnerships with
private sector investors, builders, and local
governments. This unique collaborative
opportunity wouldn't be possible without
Texas builders.
The demand for housing continues to
increase as the population of our state
rises. In order to meet the housing
demand, our industry needs more
trained individuals to work the various
construction trades. Many of our local
home builder associations are partnering
with community colleges to provide
resources for high school and college
students to become skilled workers. In
fact, St. Philip’s College in San Antonio
provides excellent opportunities for future
construction trade workers. As a member
of the Senate Committee of Higher
Education, what do you recommend can
be done at a state or local level to increase
the availability of a skilled workforce?
St. Philip's College is an excellent example of
the community and industry coming together
to meet a need. We know that young people
struggle to find meaningful employment
after high school. The construction industry

Speaking Out
is an excellent opportunity for a young
person to succeed and have a meaningful
career. As someone who sits on the Higher
Education Committee, I want to develop
more partnerships between industry and
schools to train workers. Builders need
to have a seat at the table when designing
course instruction for community colleges to
train more workers. That way, when a student
graduates they have a job waiting them and a
builder has a reliably trained employee.
As the former Chairman of the House
Committee on Defense and Veterans’
Affairs and long-time supporter of
veterans, what can businesses do to
help ensure our dedicated servicemen
have access to sustainable careers and
affordable homes?
Veterans make the best employees. Post 9/11
veterans are especially well equipped because
they are trained in logistics, cutting edge
technologies, manage multi-million dollar
platforms, and their organizational skills
are unmatched. Veterans need champions
in their corners from business leaders, to
service organizations, to the government
assisting them on their path to employment.
The easiest commitment business leaders can
make is to hire veterans and be their advocate
in the community and that includes creating
affordable housing with veterans in mind.
As a member of the Senate Committee
on Intergovernmental Relations and
a former city council member, you
are acutely familiar with the constant

struggle between the balance of private
property rights and municipal growth and
expansion. What can government do to
“stay out of the way” while still providing
reasonable and common sense oversight
over the building process?
I believe the building and construction
industry has equal responsibility to provide
oversight as the government does. Simply
because builders want to provide a high quality
house to future home owners. It has been my
experience that high quality builders will
develop a reputation for their work. Investors
and developers will notice and choose the
builders with the best craftsmanship for
a reasonable price. Therefore, a builder's
reputation helps in providing reasonable
oversight. The government is simply there to
ensure everything is up to code.
Your Senate seat is up for re-election
again this year, with the primary taking
place on March 1. Our association
appreciates the dedication and sacrifice
running for office and serving in the Texas
Legislature requires. How do you find
time to campaign for office, manage your
professional obligations and have time for
your wife and children?
My family is my number one priority. So
it can be difficult trying to juggle being a
father, a Senator, and working at Stewart
Title. However, I try to make time to drop off
and pick up my kids from school every day.
That gives me time to catch up on their day
and learn what is going on in class. It's tough

when you have to miss a basketball game.
Fortunately, my family understands that
I'm trying to build the same opportunities
for every family in San Antonio that we are
blessed to have. .

Biography
José Menéndez
Texas State Senator
• State Senator José Menéndez is the Texas
Senate's newest member, but has proven
himself one of the most effective. In his
first session, he passed 38 bills and secured
millions of state dollars to help Texas
families and business.
• Under his leadership, $32 million was
appropriated for the development of the
Alamo. This is the largest state funding the
General Land Office has ever received for
the Alamo. Senator Menéndez also helped
secure $8.9 million for Alamo Colleges to
build and develop Veterans support centers;
$11 million for Texas A&M San Antonio to
expand into a 4 year campus and $3 billion
additional dollars for Texas public schools.
• Senator Menéndez also passed multiple
bills, Senate Bill 1989, House Bill 3535
and House Bill 3576,  that improve
access to affordable housing for Bexar
County families.
• Prior to being elected a State Senator,
he served as a Representative for House
District 124. He was elected to the Texas
House in 2000, and during his tenure, he
was entrusted with an appointment to
the powerful Appropriations Committee,
where he secured thousands of
dollars for Haven for Hope, Morgan’s
Wonderland, and other crucial San
Antonio initiatives. In his final session as
State Representative, he was appointed
Chairman of the House Committee on
Defense and Veterans’ Affairs, where he
passed one of the state’s largest mental
health programs for Veterans.

TexasBuilders.org
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HOMEPAC

Voting Texans Have a Strong Voice!
Congress and the Texas Legislature are
decided in the March primary, not the
general election.

By Carol Longacre

I

t is obvious from news sources and
social media that it is an election year.
And, at the writing of this column in
early February, there is still much to
be decided. Although TAB understands
and maintains its year-round obligation
to educate elected officials about the home
building industry, the State of Texas voter
turnout and registration figures show that
Texans are not going in droves to vote.
During the 2014 March Gubernatorial
Republican primary, a mere 9.98% of
registered voters submitted their ballot
at the polls. That is, out of nearly 13.6
million registered Texans, only 1.3
million cast a vote in the 2014 Republican
primary. Even worse, only 560,000 voted
in the Democratic primary. Although the
number of registered voters increased
from the 2012 to the 2014 March primaries
(by 600,000), voter turnout decreased,
with an 11% of voter turnout in the 2012
Republican primary.
Texans have a stronger voice than that!
Let’s prove it during the March 1, 2016
primary. If you’re registered to vote, take a
stand and vote for who is best to represent
you at the Texas Capitol. The primaries
are just as, if not more, important than
the general election in November.
That is because many of the races for

14
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The primary and general elections this
year are not only for the U.S. President,
but for all the members of the U.S. House
of Representatives, the 150 members of
the Texas House of Representatives and
over half of the 31 Texas Senators. These
are the elected officials that represent your
hometown, your school districts, and your
businesses. Make sure to vote for the most
qualified person to represent your needs.
To remain vigilant and current on election
news, and to receive important voting
reminders, be sure to sign up for alerts
through the TAB Advocacy & Action Center
at www.TexasBuilders.org or on TAB’s
Facebook page under the 'Take Action' tab.
With the potential for new personalities in
office, your vote and HOMEPAC are needed
more than ever before. Just as important are
HOMEPAC’s efforts to make sure current
legislators and other elected officials who
share our commitment to providing quality,
affordable housing to future generations of
Texans, have the support to conduct their
campaigns for public office. It is essential
that the Legislature and state-wide officials
preserve and promote a positive climate
for the residential construction and development industry in Texas. This can be
achieved by maintaining the strength
of TAB’s HOMEPAC, which is only
possible with the help and support of our
TAB members.
Through hard work and dedication of
members and local home builders associations, HOMEPAC was able to meet 137%
of its 2015 fundraising goal. The 20 local
associations that met or exceeded their
2015 goals will be presented plaques at
the upcoming Winter Board of Directors
Meeting in San Antonio.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS FOR MEETING
100% OF THEIR 2015 HOMEPAC GOALS:
Association

% of Goal

El Paso Association of Builders

372%

HBA of San Angelo

308%

HBA of Grayson, Fannin, Cooke Counties

289%

Deep East Texas Association of Builders

282%

Big Country HBA

264%

North Texas HBA

186%

Greater Houston BA

183%

Dallas Builders Association

169%

Texas Panhandle BA

159%

Tyler Area BA

149%

Permian Basin HBA

144%

Heart of Texas BA

139%

West Texas HBA

128%

BA of Corpus Christi

127%

Hill Country BA

127%

Greater Fort Worth BA

124%

East Texas BA

106%

Greater Brazos Valley BA

102%

Temple Area HBA

101%

ba of Victoria

100%

Also during the Winter Board Meetings,
there will be an opportunity for you to
contribute to HOMEPAC by showing
off your golfing skills. HOMEPAC is
sponsoring an evening at TopGolf—
an event that was a success last year,
and one that was heavily solicited as a
return fundraiser. The event will benefit
HOMEPAC, so invite some friends for what
will surely be an enjoyable night. Be sure to
see the ad for the TopGolf Fundraiser on
page 19 of this Texas Builder edition.
To learn more about HOMEPAC and how
your contribution will benefit you, visit
www.TexasBuilders.org/homepac.
Carol Longacre is the President of Longacre
Construction Company in Lewisville, TX.
Carol currently serves as the volunteer chair
of the HOMEPAC Board of Trustees.
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Acme Brick Company Backs New Masonry
Schools in Grand Prairie and Houston
Acme Brick Company is providing funding for the new Brick Block
Masonry Certificate course offered through the University of Texas at
Arlington, at facilities in Grand Prairie and Houston.
Acme Brick has donated $50,000 to start the schools. Additionally Acme
has offered to match another $10,000 for scholarships that the university
hopes to raise from other businesses and corporations. Contractors and
manufacturers from across the state, along with the Waco-based Texas
Masonry Council, have donated money and in-kind contributions including
Acme’s investment totaling more than $225,000 to kick-start the schools
The Brick & Block Masonry Certificate course is the first comprehensive,
hands-on training program to be offered by the new UT Arlington Trade
Education Center. The Brick & Block Certificate course consists of a single,
8-week course that runs from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Courses are now underway. Brick & Block courses will run in both Houston
and Grand Prairie simultaneously and are taught by bilingual instructors.
The curriculum was developed with the assistance of the Texas Masonry
Council to address a critical shortage of skilled masons that now exists
in the industry. With only 11 students per course, masons-in-training will
receive personalized help with course tasks and projects from a mason
instructor with years of contracting, construction, and teaching experience.
In recent years the lack of skilled masons and other builder trades workers
has become an acute problem as these workers have left the construction
industry during the severe housing downturn. Dennis Knautz, President and
CEO of Acme Brick Company said, “as the industry leader, Acme believed it
needed to help initiate a program to provide the training necessary to move
interested job-seekers into a career in masonry. The staff at UT Arlington
has been extraordinarily receptive, helpful and creative in putting together
this program that should help ease our industry’s shortage of masons by
developing candidates who will be qualified for these good-paying jobs.
We are excited about partnering with UTA, and we hope others in our
industry will follow our lead and help support this effort.”
Students who successfully complete the program will graduate as Level
1 Masons accredited by the Texas Masonry Council. “Graduates of this
program should have no trouble finding a number of companies eager to
put their skills to work”, said Knautz. The TMC has also collected letters
from industry members and potential employers confirming starting
wages of $14-$16 per hour for students that complete the course.
Acme Brick Company, founded in 1891, is the nation’s largest brickmaker. Acme
owns 26 brick plants and has 70 company-owned sales offices across 15 states, plus
a nationwide network of independent distributors. Other Acme operations include
American Tile & Stone; Featherlite Building Products; Innovative Building Products;
and Texas Quarries. Acme Brick Company has been a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Berkshire Hathaway, Inc. since 2000. For more information visit www.brick.com.

Area Spotlight

FEATURED ASSOCIATIONS
Dallas BA
BA of Greater Fort Worth
Big Country HBA
HBA of Grayson, Fannin
& Cooke Counties
North Texas HBA
At 790 by 660 miles, Texas is a GIANT piece
of land, and the concerns of a home builder
in one area can greatly differ from those of
another builder across the state. That’s why,
in this issue of Texas Builder, we’re taking a
closer look at just one section: the Dallas-Fort
Worth area and surrounding region.
For Texas sports fans, the DFW Metroplex
might as well be the center of the universe.
The Cowboys, Mavericks, Rangers, and Stars
all call Dallas home, representing each of
the four major professional sports. To the
west, Fort Worth has plenty to offer on its
own—check out bustling Sundance Square—
and the entire multi-city area has a thriving
restaurant scene, attracting foodies from all
over the country.
Beyond the urban sprawl, each of the
surrounding suburbs and outlying areas of the
region has its own identity and attractions.
Overall, this is a great place to live, and the
housing market is accordingly booming.
Read on for a closer look…
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Scott Sandlin
on Dallas-Fort Worth Building
By Chad Andycha

T

AB’s J.B. Sandlin Builder of the
Year Award is given annually in
recognition of distinguished member
service and industry accomplishments. The
award’s namesake hails from Fort Worth.
J.B. Sandlin was originally an elementary
school principal, building houses on the
side, but he soon realized it wasn’t feasible
to pursue both careers. He made the move
into building full time and founded Sandlin
Homes in 1957. He passed away in 2000, but
his legacy lives on in the Dallas-Fort Worth
area. The Sandlin family has a long history
of involvement with both TAB and the BA

Local Population

of Greater Fort Worth. J.B. Sandlin’s son,
Scott Sandlin, is a former BA of Fort Worth
president and remains active in the DFW
building industry as the current head of
Sandlin Homes.
Scott Sandlin may reside in Fort Worth but
said, “Dallas is just as much a part of my life as
Fort Worth. This area can be a little congested,
but everyone’s friendly.” Speaking on the state
of the industry in the area, Sandlin was full
of good news. “The area is poised and is one
of the best for home building in the country.
We’re No. 3 in the nation for job growth.

Dallas BA

BA of Greater
Fort Worth

Big Country
HBA

HBA of Grayson,
Fannin &
Cooke Counties

North
Texas HBA

4,336,361

2,267,489

295,506

193,595

214,986

Owner-Occupied Housing Units

917,139

522,305

72,520

50,230

54,809

Homeownership Rate (%)

59.75%

64.56%

67.83%

68.96%

67.65%

Homeowner Vacancy Rate (%)

1.63%

2.07%

2.23%

2.75%

2.54%

Percent Single-Family Detached (%)

91.50%

90.99%

89.05%

86.90%

90.47%

Median Home Value - Local ($1,000)

158.65

135.04

79.5

104

86.01

Median Income of Home
Owners - Local ($1,000)

81.31

73.93

51.11

56.82

56.25

26.90%

27.01%

10.32%

19.24%

10.00%

Percent Built 2000 or Later (%)
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Unemployment is down to 4.1 percent, and
we’re No. 2 for starts in the U.S., trailing
only Houston. It’s good right now, and I’m
fortunate this is my backyard. MLS has a
negative supply of resale, so that helps the
new home builders, too.”
So what’s the bad news? “There’s a shortage
of labor right now,” Sandlin said. “We sold

more houses last year, but we can’t finish
them as fast as we’d like because there are
not as many qualified trades out there. A lot
of people got out of the building industry
during the 2008 downturn, and they haven’t
come back. Our biggest challenge right now
is finding qualified labor.” High demand
and limited supplies mean prices are going
up, whether or not the builders want them

Dallas BA – Collin, Dallas, Denton, Ellis,
Hunt, Kaufman, Rockwall
Greater Fort Worth BA –
Hood, Johnson, Palo, Pinto, Parker,
Somervell, Tarrant, Wise

Big Country HBA –
Brown, Callahan, Coleman, Eastland,
Fisher, Haskell, Jones, Mitchell, Nolan,
Scurry, Shackelford, Stephens, Taylor

HBA of Grayson,
Fannin & Cooke Counties –
Cooke, Fannin, Grayson

North Texas HBA –
Archer, Baylor, Clay, Jack, Montague,
Wichita, Wilbarger, Young
to rise. “It’s also getting tougher to compete
with all the larger builders that have come in
without leaving much for the smaller guys.
And the weather just stunk this past year. 65
days of rain knocked us back a bit.” On top
of the rain, the Dallas area was subjected to a
rash of deadly and destructive tornadoes in
late December of last year, and repairs and
reconstruction efforts are still ongoing.
Sandlin continues to push for positive
change in the DFW building industry. He
considers government affairs involvement to
be one of the greatest benefits of association
membership, and he values the networking
opportunities he’s had from his time served
in leadership roles. Sandlin always looks
forward to BA of Greater Fort Worth events
such as the recent Municipal Night, featuring
Lt. Governor Dan Patrick as keynote speaker.
“Municipal Night is where we honor local
municipalities with awards for individuals
and departments that have gone above
and beyond,” said Sandlin. “It’s a way to
recognize cities that are pro-development.”
Another recent event, the Fort Worth SPIKE
Party, featured “celebrity” chefs, including
area mayors and past association presidents.
“It’s a great time cooking for everybody and
having a big party.”

TexasBuilders.org
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“Homes are where
the jobs sleep at
night, so certainly the
Toyota relocation to
North Texas bodes
very well for the
housing industry.”
– Phil Crone, Executive Officer of
the Dallas Builders Association

homeowners in North Texas should occur
throughout 2017, the year Toyota expects
construction of its new headquarters to
be complete.
The new Toyota headquarters should also
bring with it new job opportunities. Of

Welcome
Texas,
Welcome
toto
Texas,

Toyota
TOYOTA
By Alex Kocina

the 4,000 current employees, only 3,000
are planning on making the move to Texas.
That leaves nearly 1,000 jobs open in the
Dallas-Fort Worth area alone. Most of the
positions will be filled by people already
living in the area, and the rest will be
filled by others who will need to take up
residence in North Texas, adding to the
housing industry spark.
“Employers are drawn to the affordability

T
20

of our region’s housing, which is why we
oyota is on the move. With

Although 2015 saw a record level of home

are one of the nation’s fastest-growing

the relocation and merging of

sales in North Texas, sales in 2016 are

markets," said Phil Crone, Executive

its New York and California

expected to climb. Home prices are soaring

Officer of the Dallas Builders Association.

locations to a two-million square

and wait times for construction have also

foot, $350 million headquarters in Plano,

risen, which isn’t a bad thing. Buyers can

Toyota is helping to bring two very

nearly three-quarters of the automotive

afford better homes and can afford to

important things to North Texas—jobs

company’s 4,000 North American empl-

wait for their new homes to be built. The

and people, whose addition can only

oyees are predicted to make the move

addition of nearly 3,000 residents to the

impact the area in a positive way. It

to the Dallas-Fort Worth area. This

Dallas-Fort Worth area will only bolster

remains to be seen if the coming years can

migration of workers could potentially

the housing market, whether they choose

match the success the housing market has

spark North Texas’ already booming

to buy a house already on the market or

seen in 2015, though it is safe to say that

housing market.

have a new one built. This surge of new

Toyota is welcome in Texas.
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Future

of THE

Homes

Feature

By Chad Andycha & Alex Kocina

T

he year 2015 has come and gone,

are revolutionizing the way we look at the

piece. Foundations and frames could be

and while we may not yet have

design and building processes, providing

made without error. Walls and doors could

flying cars, as predicted in the

potential home buyers with a detailed look

be printed off-site and installed accordingly.

Back to the Future movies, or full-

at all aspects of their new home and allowing

Large-scale 3D printing aims to reduce

service robotic maids, as imagined on The

designers and builders the freedom to

inaccuracies and increase productivity, two

Jetsons, we’ve come a long way, especially

make the changes necessary to maximize

things all builders should strive for and all

when you consider the latest in home

efficiency. This is all made possible with 3D

homeowners can appreciate.

technology. Innovations like 3D printing

printers and BIM technology.

and

Building

Information

Modeling

(BIM) have revolutionized the process

With 3D printers, designers and architects

of home design and construction. Smart

can quickly—and cheaply—produce a

home systems provide whole new levels of

small-scale model home to show builders

security and automation. Energy efficiency

and buyers, giving them a chance to note

and sustainability techniques continue to

any changes they’d like made before the

progress and are the new norm. How we

actual construction begins. And by using

live has always been defined by the times

BIM software, designers and builders can

we live in, and we are now undeniably in

easily transfer ideas and changes to the

the thick of the 21st century. Welcome

plans for a home. BIM software not only

home…

tracks the three most common dimensions
in building (height, width, and depth), but

Virtual Realty
You enter through the front door. To your
left, stairs. To your right, a living room
complete with couch and other furniture.
You pick up the couch with one hand, move
it to the opposite wall, and say, “Ah, the joys
of 3D modeling technology!”
Home builders and buyers can now take
a walk through a home before they even
break ground. 3D modeling technologies

it adds in and measures time and cost as
well. As the plans for the home fall into new
hands throughout the construction process,
less data is lost and accuracy is maintained.
But it doesn’t stop there. Small-scale, 3D
models and plans of homes are wonderful
tools for home builders and buyers alike,
but the building and construction industry
is always moving forward. New modeling
technologies, mainly 3D printing, have the
potential to build entire houses, piece by

Home Smart Home
How many times have you left the house
and worried you forgot to shut the garage?

TexasBuilders.org
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Well, “there’s an app for that.” We’ll soon

remotely with a smartphone or other mobile

reach the point where some people born

device. Smart home devices may add whole

in the mid-1990s will enter the housing

new levels of convenience and peace of mind

market. These young adults are the first

to home owners, but is the term “smart home”

born of the yet unofficially named group

really all that accurate? The home itself isn’t

following the millennial generation, and

actually making any decisions for you, but

they have never known a time without the

soon that may be the case.

Internet, home computers, and cell phones.
The artificially intelligent home might
be just over the horizon. Consider the
Fitbit. It’s a watch-like device known as a
“wearable,” and it’s capable of monitoring
all sorts of biometrics such as heartbeat,
sleep quality, body temperature, and more.
Imagine what your house could do with
this information. Regulation of heating and
cooling could be taken care of for you, even
when you’re asleep. If you get up during the

home size has increased

middle of the night, a dim light could turn

to over 2,000 square feet,

on to ensure you find your way without
tripping over something. Wearables are

the tiny house trend

likely to be a big part of the future of

offers a striking contrast

syncing up homes with their occupants.
The keyword for this generation is “smart.”
Smart phones, cars, and TVs are already

Explorations in Efficiency

available to them, and when they take that

Putting the “science fiction” ideas aside,

with homes under 500
square feet.”

next step in life, you can bet they’ll also be

there are some more practical concerns

looking for the latest model of “smart home.”

facing today’s builders and buyers. Soaring

Now, your first thoughts may be that of

population and record global temperatures

claustrophobia and cabin fever, but when you

are just a few reasons why efficiency and

factor in the savings of lower utilities, taxes,

temperature settings, irrigation systems,

sustainability are crucial elements of

and mortgage, you might start to see why

alarms and surveillance—these systems and

future home building. Many prospective

the "tiny house" movement has caught on in

more can all be interconnected through

homeowners are realizing bigger doesn’t

recent years. The added benefits of mobility

the use of wireless sensors and controlled

necessarily mean better.

and a lower carbon footprint are just some

Door locks, lighting levels, audio/video setups,

24

“While today’s average
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of the other perks. Tiny houses may not be

plans to give rooms and spaces multiple

the traditional home layout and keeping

for every one—we are, after all, the nation of

uses over the years rather than just one

things more open and ambiguous, a home

SUVs and mega malls—but if you’re someone

limited purpose. This will better equip

can be planned up front to change and

who can make do with very little, it's a viable

the house for any number and type of

evolve along with its owners. Our world

option to the traditional home.

occupants. For instance, a living room on

is in constant flux, and the way we live

the ground floor could one day be easily

follows suit. Embrace the future; it’s closer

Another efficiency trend in standard home

converted into a bedroom, making the

than you might think.

design is the creation of flexible floor

design multi-generational. By forgoing

TexasBuilders.org
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Sustainable Building & Stylish Design
Alan Hoffmann | Hoffmann Homes
By Chad Andycha

A

lan

Hoffmann

green

through real estate, but before that he

designer and builder of modern,

was a Detroit boy who moved to Dallas to

homeland. “Ibiza is on the same latitude

innovative,

study theater. “I went to graduate school at

as Austin, with a similar climate, but the

and

is

a

sustainable

homes in and around Dallas. His company,

the Dallas Theater Center where I studied

homes there don’t have air conditioning

Hoffmann Homes, was voted by D Home

with Paul Baker,” said Hoffmann. “The

and don’t need it, even in the summer,”

magazine as one of Dallas’ best builders

center is housed in a Frank Lloyd Wright

said Hoffmann. “They have three-foot-

several years running. He built the first

designed building, and there I became

thick stone masonry walls that retain the

ICF (insulating concrete forms) homes in

fascinated with architecture and design.

ambient temperature of the ground and the

the Dallas-Fort Worth area and helped the

We were also building sets that were pretty

cool air from the nights. It’s an elegantly

Dallas BA craft the city’s green ordinance

elaborate in terms of construction.”

simple concept for high efficiency.” In

in 2007. Hoffmann’s own distinctive take

26

off the coast of Spain, his grandfather’s

the winter, a system of fireplaces built

on building comes from the unique path

Hoffmann’s next wave of inspiration came

into the walls help radiate heat evenly

he took to get here. He came to building

from a trip he took to the island of Ibiza

throughout the homes. Hoffmann has
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“By building efficiently we can reduce our impact and energy consumption which
helps improve the air quality here in Dallas, and in the broader sense, reducing
greenhouse gas emissions is a benefit we can all appreciate.”

researched other techniques for efficient

said Hoffmann. The homes will also feature

closely with the Dallas BA and the Dallas

building over the years but always comes

rooftop rainwater capture, and Hoffmann

city building department over the years,

back to the thermal-mass-wall concept.

will build an onsite community cistern.

putting in the effort to keep the industry

His discovery of ICFs in the ’90s got him

“We had a tremendous amount of rainfall

excited about the sustainable possibilities

in Dallas last year. It’s been challenging,

strong and moving forward.

while being able to build in any style, and

but with the cistern, we’ll be able to

“I don’t like waste,” said Hoffmann. “By

he shifted his career to home design and

store about 20,000 gallons. It’s basically

building efficiently we can reduce our

building full time.
“I get really great performance with the

integrated storm water management, but

impact and energy consumption which

we’ll keep the water to irrigate the site

helps improve the air quality here in

during the drought period of the year.”

Dallas, and in the broader sense, reducing

homes, and most of my business now is

greenhouse gas emissions is a benefit we

referral through my existing client base

Hoffmann is proud to call Dallas home.

can all appreciate.” Pictured in this article

and network of people in the industry,”

He designed and built his own ICF house

are images from some of Hoffmann’s

said Hoffman. He is now working to push

in the area. His residence has a courtyard,

projects. Featuring ICF walls, outdoor

his business into community development,

with a style harking back to his Spanish

living spaces, and artistic attributes, the

with the goal of becoming an NAHB

roots. “Dallas is a hardworking town that

“playful-meets-modern” look of these

Green certified community builder. An

has really impacted and invented a lot,”

homes exemplifies Hoffmann’s unique

eight-home infill development is currently

said Hoffmann. “The town has a great

marriage of style and function. “I have a

in the works on a 1.7 acre piece of land.

energy, and the people are positive here. I

real appreciation for how impactful our

“We’ve run the energy modeling, and the

think that’s the reason for the growth, and

industry is on the whole,” said Hoffmann.

energy costs for the 1,850-square-foot

Dallas has planned for the growth. We’ve

“It’s very gratifying to know that I’m going

plans will be under $400 in annual energy

got a great mass transit system and a great

to see families and generations growing

consumption to heat and cool the house,”

business climate.” Hoffmann has worked

up in the homes I’ve built.”

TexasBuilders.org
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HOMEPAC

TAB Voter Guide - 2016 Texas Primary Election
Early Voting: February 16-26, 2016 • Primary Election: March 1, 2016
There are 150 Texas House of Representatives and half of the Texas Senate seats up for election. This TAB
Voter Guide provides a list of HOMEPAC-supported candidates in bold in the 2016 Texas Primary Election.
HOMEPAC is the registered, non-partisan, political action committee of the Texas Association of Builders.
All decisions to support a legislative candidate are made by the HOMEPAC Board of Trustees. *Positions
indicated at the time of printing. For FAQs about voting and polling locations, visit VoteTexas.gov.
Political ad paid for by HOMEPAC of Texas Inc. M. Scott Norman, Jr. Treasurer. HOMEPAC represents your political
interests at the state level and is prohibited by law from donating to federal campaigns. Corporate donations are not
accepted. Contributions are not deductible for federal income tax purposes. Contributions to the Texas Association of
Builders HOMEPAC are voluntary and are used for political purposes.

SUPREME COURT
JUSTICE RACES
Place 3
Debra Lehrmann (R)
Place 5
Paul Green (R)
Place 9
Eva Guzman (R)

TEXAS SENATE
RACES
District 1
Bryan Hughes (R), Bowie,
Camp, Cass, Franklin, Gregg,
Harrison, Lamar, Marion,
Morris, Panola, Red River, Rusk,
Smith, Titus, Upshur, Wood
District 4
Brandon Creighton (R)
Chambers, Galveston (part),
Harris (part), Jefferson,
Montgomery (part)
District 6
Sylvia Garcia (D)
Harris (part)
District 8
Van Taylor (R)
Collin (part), Dallas (part)
District 11
Larry Taylor (R)
Brazoria (part), Galveston
(part), Harris (part)
District 12
Jane Nelson (R)
Denton (part), Tarrant (part)
District 13
Rodney Ellis (D)
Fort Bend (part), Harris (part)
District 18
Lois Kolkhorst (R)
Aransas, Austin, Burleson,
Calhoun, Colorado, DeWitt,
Fayette, Fort Bend (part),
Goliad, Gonzales, Harris
(part), Jackson, Lavaca, Lee,
Matagorda, Nueces (part),
Refugio, Victoria, Waller,
Washington, Wharton
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District 19
Carlos Uresti (D)
Atascosa (part), Bexar (part),
Brewster, Crockett, Dimmit,
Edwards, Frio, Kinney,
Maverick, Medina, Pecos, Real,
Reeves, Terrell, Uvalde, Val
Verde, Zavala
District 20
Juan "Chuy" Hinojosa (D)
Brooks, Hidalgo (part), Jim
Wells, Nueces (part)
District 21
Judith Zaffirini (D)
Atascosa (part), Bee, Bexar
(part), Caldwell, Duval,
Guadalupe (part), Hays (part),
Jim Hogg, Karnes, LaSalle, Live,
Oak, McMullen, San Patricio,
Starr, Travis (part), Webb,
Wilson, Zapata
District 22
Brian Birdwell (R)
Bosque, Ellis, Falls, Hill, Hood,
Johnson, McLennan, Navarro,
Somervell, Tarrant (part)
District 24
Jon Cobb (R)
Bandera, Bell, Blanco, Brown,
Burnet, Callahan, Comanche,
Coryell, Gillespie, Hamilton,
Kerr, Lampasas, Llano, Mills,
San Saba, Taylor (part),
Travis (part)
District 26
José Menéndez (D)
Bexar (part)
District 27
Eddie Lucio (D)
Cameron, Hidalgo (part),
Kenedy, Kleberg, Willacy
District 28
Charles Perry (R)
Baylor, Borden, Childress,
Coke, Coleman, Concho,
Cottle, Crane, Crosby, Dawson,
Dickens, Eastland, Fisher, Floyd,
Foard, Garza, Hale, Hardeman,
Haskell, Hockley, Irion, Jones,
Kent, Kimble, King, Knoz,
Lamb, Lubbock, Lynn, Mason,
McCulloch, Menard, Mitchell,
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District 28 (cont'd.)
Motley, Nolan, Reagan,
Runnels, Schleicher, Scurry,
Shackelford, Stephens, Sterling,
Stonewall, Sutton, Taylor (part),
Terry, Throckmorton, Tom
Green, Upton, Ward, Wilbarger

District 10
John Wray (R)
Ellis, Henderson (part)

District 23
Wayne Faircloth (R)
Chambers, Galveston (part)

District 37
René Oliveira (D)
Cameron (part)

District 11
Travis Clardy (R)
Cherokee, Nacogdoches, Rusk

District 24
Greg Bonnen (R)
Galveston (part)

District 38
Eddie Lucio, III (D)
Cameron (part)

District 29
José Rodríguez (D)
Culberson, El Paso, Hudspeth,
Jeff Davis, Presidio

District 12
Kyle Kacal (R)
Brazos (part), Falls, Limestone,
McLennan (part), Robertson

District 25
Dennis Bonnen (R)
Brazoria (part), Matagorda

District 39
Armando Martinez (D)
Hidalgo (part)

District 26
Rick Miller (R)
Fort Bend (part)

District 40
Terry Canales (D)
Hidalgo (part)

District 27
Ron Reynolds (D)
Fort Bend (part)

District 41
Bobby Guerra (D)
Hidalgo (part)

District 28
John Zerwas (R)
Fort Bend (part)

District 42
Richard Raymond (D)
Webb (part)

District 29
Ed Thompson (R)
Brazoria (part)

District 43
J.M. Lozano (R)
Bee, Jim Wells, Kleberg,
San Patricio

TEXAS HOUSE
RACES
District 1
Gary VanDeaver (R)
Bowie, Franklin, Lamar,
Red River
District 2
Dan Flynn (R)
Hopkins, Hunt, Van Zandt
District 3
Cecil Bell (R)
Montgomery (part), Waller
District 4
Stuart Spitzer (R),
Lance Gooden (R)
Henderson (part), Kaufman
District 5
Jay Misenheimer (R), Randall E.
Davis (R), Philip Hayes (R), Cole
Hefner (R), Holly Hayes (R)
Camp, Morris, Rains, Smith
(part), Titus, Wood
District 6
Matt Schaefer (R)
Smith (part)

District 13
Leighton Schubert (R)
Austin, Burleson,
Colorado, Fayette, Grimes,
Lavaca, Washington
District 14
John Raney (R)
Brazos (part)
District 15
Mark Keough (R)
Montgomery (part)
District 16
Will Metcalf (R)
Montgomery (part)
District 17
Lee John Cyrier (R)
Bastrop, Caldwell,
Gonzales, Karnes
District 18
Wes Hinch (R), Van
Brookshire (R), Ernest Bailes
(R), Keith Strahan (R), James
Turner (R), James Morrison
(R) // William Marks (D)
Liberty, San Jacinto, Walker

District 7
Jay Dean (R)
Gregg, Upshur

District 19
James White (R)
Hardin, Jasper, Newton,
Polk, Tyler

District 8
Byron Cook (R)
Anderson, Freestone,
Hill, Navarro

District 20
Marsha Farney (R)
Burnet, Miliam,
Williamson (part)

District 9
Chris Paddie (R)
Cass, Harrison, Marion, Panola,
Sabine, Shelby

District 21
Dade Phelan (R)
Jefferson (part), Orange
District 22
Joseph Deshotel (D)
Jefferson (part)

District 30
Geanie Morrison (R)
Aransas, Calhoun, DeWitt,
Goliad, Refugio, Victoria
District 31
Ryan Guillen (D)
Atascosa, Brooks, Duval, Jim
Hogg, Kenedy, LaSalle
District 32
Todd Hunter (R)
Nueces (part)
District 33
Justin Holland (R), Lorne
Liechty (R), John Keating (R),
Karen Jacobs (D), Cristin
Padgett (D)
Collin (part), Rockwall
District 34
Abel Herrero (D)
Nueces (part)

District 44
John Kuempel (R)
Guadalupe, Wilson
District 45
Jason Isaac (R)
Blanco, Hays
District 46
Dawnna Dukes (D)
Travis (part)
District 47
Paul Workman (R)
Travis (part)
District 48
Donna Howard (D)
Travis (part)

District 35
Oscar Longoria (D)
Cameron (part), Hidalgo (part)

District 49
Aspen Dunaway (D), Blake
Rocap (D), Gina Hinojosa (D),
Heather Way (D), Huey Rey
Fischer (D), Kenton Johnson
(D), Matthew Shrum (D)
Travis (part)

District 36
Sergio Muñoz (D)
Hidalgo (part)

District 50
Celia Israel (D)
Travis (part)
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District 51
Eddie Rodriguez (D)
Travis (part)
District 52
Larry Gonzales (R)
Williamson (part)
District 53
Andrew Murr (R)
Bandera, Crockett, Edwards,
Kerr, Kimble, Llano, Mason,
Medina, Menard, Real,
Schleicher, Sutton
District 54
Scott Cosper (R)
Bell (part), Lampasas
District 55
Molly White (R), Hugh Shine
(R) Bell (part)
District 56
Doc Anderson (R)
McLennan (part)
District 57
Trent Ashby (R)
Angelina, Houston, Leon,
Madison, San Augustine, Trinity
District 58
DeWayne Burns (R)
Bosque, Johnson
District 59
J.D. Sheffield (R)
Comanche, Coryell, Erath,
Hamilton, McCulloch, Mills,
San Saba, Somervell
District 60
Kevin Downing (R)
Brown, Callahan, Coleman,
Eastland, Hood, Palo Pinto,
Shackelford, Stephens
District 61
Phil King (R)
Parker, Wise
District 62
Larry Phillips (R)
Delta, Fannin, Grayson
District 63
Tan Parker (R)
Denton (part)
District 64
Rick Hagen (R), Read King
(R), Lynn Stucky (R) // Connor
Flanagan (D), Paul Greco (D)
Denton (part)
District 65
Ron Simmons (R)
Denton (part)

District 66
Matt Shaheen (R)
Collin (part)

District 81
Brooks Landgraf (R)
Andrews, Ector, Ward, Winkler

District 97
Craig Goldman (R)
Tarrant (part)

District 67
Jeff Leach (R)
Collin (part)

District 82
Tom Craddick (R)
Crane, Dawson, Martin,
Midland, Upton

District 98
Giovanni Capriglione (R)
Tarrant (part)

District 68
Drew Springer (R)
Childress, Collingsworth,
Cooke, Cottle, Crosby, Dickens,
Fisher, Floyd, Garza, Hall,
Hardeman, Haskell, Jack,
Kent, King, Montague, Motley,
Stonewall, Throckmorton,
Wheeler, Wilbarger, Young

District 83
Dustin Burrows (R)
Borden, Gaines, Lubbock (part),
Lynn, Mitchell, Scurry, Terry
District 84
John Frullo (R)
Lubbock (part)

District 69
James Frank (R)
Archer, Baylor, Clay, Foard,
Knox, Wichita

District 85
Phil Stephenson (R)
Fort Bend (part),
Jackson, Wharton

District 70
Scott Sanford (R)
Collin (part)

District 86
John Smithee (R)
Dallam, Deaf Smith, Hartley,
Oldham, Parmer, Randall

District 71
Stan Lambert (R)
Jones, Nolan, Taylor
District 72
Drew Darby (R)
Coke, Concho, Glasscock,
Howard, Irion, Reagan,
Runnels, Sterling, Tom Green
District 73
Doug Miller (R)
Comal, Gillespie, Kendall
District 74
Poncho Nevárez (D)
Brewster, Culberson, Hudspeth,
Jeff Davis, Kinney, Loving,
Maverick, Pecos, Presidio,
Reeves, Terrell, Val Verde
District 75
Mary González (D)
El Paso (part)
District 76
César Blanco (D)
El Paso (part)
District 77
Adolfo Lopez (D)
El Paso (part)
District 78
Joe Moody (D)
El Paso (part)
District 79
Joe Pickett (D)
El Paso (part)
District 80
Tracy King (D)
Dimmit, Frio, Uvalde, Webb
(part), Zapata, Zavala

District 87
Four Price (R)
Carson, Hutchinson, Moore,
Potter, Sherman
District 88
Ken King (R)
Armstrong, Bailey, Briscoe,
Castro, Cochran, Donley,
Gray, Hale, Hansford,
Hemphill, Hockley, Lamb,
Lipscomb, Ochiltree,
Roberts, Swisher, Yoakum
District 89
Jodie Laubenberg (R)
Collin (part)
District 90
Ramon Romero (D)
Tarrant (part)
District 91
Stephanie Klick (R)
Tarrant (part)
District 92
Jonathan Stickland (R)
Tarrant (part)
District 93
Matt Krause (R)
Tarrant (part)
District 94
Tony Tinderholt (R)
Tarrant (part)
District 95
Nicole Collier (D)
Tarrant (part)
District 96
Bill Zedler (R)
Tarrant (part)

District 99
Charlie Geren (R)
Tarrant (part)
District 100
Eric Johnson (D)
Dallas (part)
District 101
Chris Turner (D)
Tarrant (part)
District 102
Linda Koop (R)
Dallas (part)
District 103
Rafael Anchia (D)
Dallas (part)
District 104
Roberto Alonzo (D)
Dallas (part)
District 105
Rodney Anderson (R)
Dallas (part)
District 106
Pat Fallon (R)
Denton (part)
District 107
Kenneth Sheets (R)
Dallas (part)
District 108
Morgan Meyer (R)
Dallas (part)
District 109
Helen Giddings (D)
Dallas (part)
District 110
Toni Rose (D)
Dallas (part)
District 111
Yvonne Davis (D)
Dallas (part)
District 112
Angie Chen Button (R)
Dallas (part)

District 116
Diana Arevalo (D),
Martin Golando (D),
Ruby Resendez (D)
Bexar (part)
District 117
Rick Galindo (R)
Bexar (part)
District 118
Tomas Uresti (D)
Bexar (part)
District 119
Roland Gutierrez (D)
Bexar (part)
District 120
Mario Salas (D), Lou
Miller (D), Byron Miller
(D), Barbara Hawkins (D),
LaTronda Darnell (D),
Art Hall (D)
Bexar (part)

District 133
Jim Murphy (R)
Harris (part)
District 134
Sarah Davis (R)
Harris (part)
District 135
Gary Elkins (R)
Harris (part)
District 136
Tony Dale (R)
Williamson (part)
District 137
Gene Wu (D)
Harris (part)
District 138
Dwayne Bohac (R)
Harris (part)

District 121
Joe Straus (R)
Bexar (part)

District 139
Kimberly Willis (D), Randy
Bates (D), Jerry Ford, Jr. (D),
Jarvis Johnson (D)
Harris (part)

District 122
Lyle Larson (R)
Bexar (part)

District 140
Armando Walle (D)
Harris (part)

District 123
Diego Bernal (D)
Bexar (part)

District 141
Senfronia Thompson (D)
Harris (part)

District 124
Ina Minjarez (D)
Bexar (part)

District 142
Harold Dutton (D)
Harris (part)

District 125
Justin Rodriguez (D)
Bexar (part)

District 143
Ana Hernandez (D)
Harris (part)

District 126
Kevin Roberts (R), Joy DawsonThomas (D), Cris Hernandez (D)
Harris (part)

District 144
Gilbert Peña (R)
Harris (part)

District 127
Dan Huberty (R)
Harris (part)
District 128
Wayne Smith (R)
Harris (part)
District 129
Dennis Paul (R)
Harris (part)

District 113
Cindy Burkett (R)
Dallas (part)

District 130
Tom Oliverson (R),
Kay Smith (R)
Harris (part)

District 114
Jason Villalba (R)
Dallas (part)

District 131
Alma Allen (D)
Harris (part)

District 115
Matt Rinaldi (R)
Dallas (part)

District 132
Mike Schofield (R)
Harris (part)

District 145
Carol Alvarado (D)
Harris (part)
District 146
Borris Miles (D)
Harris (part)
District 147
Garnet Coleman (D)
Harris (part)
District 148
Jessica Farrar (D)
Harris (part)
District 149
Hubert Vo (D)
Harris (part)
District 150
Debbie Riddle (R)
Harris (part)
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Lonestar Newsmakers

NAHB's Fall
Membership
Drive Winners
San Marcos Area Rebuild Fund
In January, the HBA of Greater Austin presented a check in the
amount of $4,295 to the Blanco River Regional Recovery Team to
assist in their efforts to help the San Marcos area rebuild following
the devastating 2015 Memorial Day floods. Donations from
members of the HBAGA through the Texas Builders Foundation
will help Central Texans who, through extraordinary circumstances,
have found themselves in need of a helping hand.
Unfortunately, many areas of Texas have experienced natural
and man-made disasters over the last few years. Dedicated
funds established through the Texas Builders Foundation have
raised thousands of dollars to help these communities rebuild.
For more information on rebuilding following a disaster, visit
TexasBuildersFoundation.org “what we do” or call (512) 476-6346.

Laughlin Homes
& Restoration Named

National Remodel of the Year

BEFoRE

AFTER
Congratulations to Hill Country Builders Association
member Laughlin Homes & Restoration for winning one of
the biggest awards in the Remodeling Industry! Laughlin
Homes & Restoration in Fredericksburg won the 2015 Best
of American Living (BALA) Remodel of the Year Award in
January. They were recognized among their national peers at
the International Builders' Show® in Las Vegas.
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The Texas Association of Builders would like to congratulate
the following home builders associations on their outstanding
efforts during NAHB's fall membership drive.
Texas had four winners, the most of any state. The four
associations were honored at the January International Builders'
Show® in Las Vegas.
•
		
•
		
•
		
•
		

 roup 1: 1st Place – West Texas HBA,
G
Increase of 13.76 percent
Group 2: 2nd Place – Tyler Area BA,
Increase of 8.85 percent
Group 3: 3rd Place – BA of Corpus Christi,
Increase of 16.59 percent
Group 4: 1st Place–HBA of San Angelo,
Increase of 15.63 percent

Lonestar Newsmakers

Dallas BA Surprises Sergeant Sackett at a Dallas Mavericks Game!
The Dallas BA launched its fourth
Operation Finally Home by
surprising U.S. Army Staff Sergeant
James Sackett and his family during
a Mavericks game with the news
that they will be the recipients of a
mortgage-free custom home.

U.S. Army Staff Sgt. James Sackett and his family learn at a
Dallas Mavericks game that they will receive a custom built,
mortgage-free home.

Sackett was deployed twice to
Iraq and once to Kuwait and was
awarded the Purple Heart. He
has shrapnel in his leg and suffers
back issues, brain injury, hearing
loss, and PTSD. He is currently
a detention intake officer at the
Kaufman County Sheriff 's Office.

Greater Brazos Valley Honored at NAHB

"We are honored to give back to a
veteran who is willing to sacrifice his
life for our freedom," said Michael
Turner of Classic Urban Homes.
“Regardless of what happens, they’ve
got a roof over their heads,” said Dan
Wallrath, president and founder of
Operation Finally Home.
“Our partnership with Operation
Finally Home is aimed at giving
back to those who have given
so much,” said Dallas BA EO
Phil Crone.

GBVBA's First Brick & Mortar Awards
The Greater Brazos Valley BA honored the first Brick & Mortar
Award recipients at their January Awards & Installation Ceremony.
The award was developed to annually recognize members who have
given tirelessly for the benefit of the association through many years
of service. The 2015 Brick & Mortar Award recipients were Charles
Thomas—Charles Thomas Homes, W.A. “Buck” Prewitt, III—Prewitt
Management Company, Steve Arden—Arden Home Construction,
and Victor Drozd—2D Homes.

At January’s NAHB Remodeler’s Council meeting in Las Vegas, the
Greater Brazos Valley Builders Association received a Founding
Achievement plaque for the formation of their Remodeler’s Council.
Michael Schaefer, Past President, and Rose Selman, Executive
Officer, accepted the award, noting the support of Dan Bawden,
NAHB Remodeler 2nd Vice Chair, and Bill Shaw, NAHB Remodeler's
Leadership Development Chairman.

Houston City Council Proclaimed January 26, 2016 as Toy Wood Day

On January 26, Mayor Sylvester Turner and the Houston City Council recognized retiring Greater Houston BA CEO and Executive Vice President
Toy Wood for her long-standing contribution to Houston’s home building industry. Mayor Turner and city council members presented Toy with a
proclamation highlighting her years of service at the GHBA and leadership in GHBA’s HomeAID Houston. The proclamation also marked January
26, 2016 as “Toy Wood Day.” During the presentation, Toy was joined by GHBA staff, GHBA members and fellow colleagues in the Houston building
and development community. Congratulations Toy!
TexasBuilders.org
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