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President’s Commentary

Robert Wood

F

irst off, I just want to say how very
honored I am to be serving as your
president of the Texas Association of
Builders (TAB). Looking back at the
history of our association and at those who
have come before me, I feel fortunate to be
able to count myself in their company. I am
proud to be representing the home building
industry on the state level.
In the coming year, there are several things
that I want to focus on both personally

and as an association leader. The first is to
move TAB’s focus to a defensive strategy
with legislators in Austin. We will be facing
some challenges pertaining to new coding
issues that are inevitably coming in the
wake of Hurricane Harvey and the recent
floods in central Texas. As an association
we need to stay focused on our HOMEPAC
efforts as early and strongly as we can. We
have an unbelievable PAC team working
tirelessly on behalf of all of us. We need
to ensure we have the funds for them to
continue their wonderful advocacy for our

supported policies and elected officials who
understand our industry and work to help it
to thrive.
There are going to be additional challenges
in regards to our government in light of the
November 2018 elections. However, let’s
take the opportunity the election has given
us to meet with new and old faces in Austin
to persuade them to establish policies in our
favor. On that note, I want everyone to mark
Rally Day on their calendars for March 20th.
It is very important that we as an association
engage with as many of our senators and

2019 TAB Senior Officers
President
Robert Wood, Custom Homes by Robert Wood
Lubbock, Texas
First Vice President
Randy Bowling, Tropicana Homes
El Paso, Texas
Vice President/Secretary
Michael Biggerstaff, Biggerstaff Homes, Inc.
San Angelo, Texas
Treasurer
Brett Martin, Tilson Home Corporation
Houston, Texas
Immediate Past President
Justin MacDonald, MacDonald Companies, Inc.
Kerrville, Texas
Robert and Candace Wood were surrounded by family and friends during his installation “After Party.”
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President’s Commentary

2013 West Texas Home Builders Association President and Lubbock developer, George McMahan swore in Robert Wood as the 72nd President of the Texas Association of Builders.
The event took place at the Excellence in Leadership Dinner on November 15 inside the historic Driskill Hotel in Austin, Texas.

representatives as possible and educate
them on how important our industry is to
the State of Texas. I will be there in Austin
to represent the building industry and look
forward to seeing you there as well.
My next goal will be to continue the
membership growth that we experienced
last year. We did a phenomenal job in
2018 in adding over 1,100 members to
our association. What we have to focus
on now is retaining those members along
with adding new ones. I want to applaud
the efforts of our local associations for their
membership drives and hope they keep up
the stellar work.

industry to educate future generations
about the construction trades and start
them young in these trades programs and
apprenticeships. With curriculums that
emphasize this, we can begin to fill the
tremendous gap for skilled workers that
currently plagues our industry.
For my closing remark, I want to emphasize
that I plan to lead this association by example
in 2019. I want everyone to know that I will
not ask them to do something I myself don’t
feel comfortable doing - be it meeting with
legislators, raising money or volunteering
time for various events and charity works.

Another priority I want to emphasize
and really push hard for is the need for
trade schools as well as industry-related
curriculums in our schools. As someone
who is not a college graduate, I truly
believe hard work and effort can make
you successful, and this philosophy and
dedication to our industry should be
introduced to our young people as soon as
possible. I’m forever indebted to my high
school woodshop teacher who pushed
me to finish school and instilled in me a
solid work ethic. I will be on the frontlines
to push this in our schools. It is vital for our

I want to be sure I’m leading by example in
everything I’m doing as president. Whatever
the cause may be that we are working on, I
plan on being there and hope you all will join
me in these endeavors in your communities.

THANK YOU! for sponsoring
the Texas Housing Hall of Honor &
Excellence in Leadsership Dinner
First Bank & Trust
Atmos Energy
Bushland Springs
Dallas Builders Association
StrucSure Home Warranty
Texas Home Builders Safety Group
Expressions Home Gallery, a MORSCO brand
Jerry Carter Homes
McCoy’s Building Supply
Natural Gas Utilities of Texas
TopBuild Home Services
Tropicana Homes
AMD Engineering LLC
High Plains Research
Mishler Builder Homes
Overhead Door Company of Lubbock
Tim Jackson Custom Homes

Robert and Candace Wood
TexasBuilders.org
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President’s Commentary
2019 Executive Committee
I want to sincerely thank the West Texas
Home Builders Association for their support
and for this opportunity to be a leader in
this industry. I would also like to express
my gratitude to George McMahan for
his guidance in helping me establish my
business in 2002 and for putting me on the
path to where I am now.
I am humbled to be the 72nd president of
TAB. It is a huge honor for a guy with no
higher educational background, but who
has put in a lot of hard work throughout
the years. My biggest goal during my time
as president is to make a positive impact on
the association. I wish you all a very happy
New Year and I look forward to what 2019
will bring to our association.
Robert Wood is the volunteer president of the
Texas Association of Builders. He is also the
President and CEO of Custom Homes by
Robert Wood in Lubbock, Texas.

• Robert Wood, TAB President
•R
 andy Bowling, TAB Vice President,
Local Presidents Council Chair
•M
 ichael Biggerstaff, TAB Vice President/
Secretary, Texas Builders Foundation Chair
• J ustin MacDonald, Immediate Past
President/Credentials Nominating and
Resolutions Committee Chair/Past
Presidents Council Chair
•B
 rett Martin, Treasurer/Finance
Committee Chair
•T
 im Jackson, NAHB National Area
Chairman

• Shane Salyer, Audit Committee Chair
•D
 onnie Evans, Bylaws & Policy Review
Chair
•R
 on Rohrbacher, Codes & Standards
Committee Chair
• Chris Lyons, Contracts Committee Chair
• Bill Meyer, Developers Council Chair
•S
 usan Wright, Government Relations
Committee Chair
• Gene Lantrip, HOMEPAC Trustees Chair

• Jon Day, Presidential Appointment
•W
 es Wigginton, Presidential
Appointment

•B
 ryce Daniel, Membership
Committee Chair

• Michael Turner, Area I VP

• Dan Markson, Multifamily Council Chair

• Barney Brock, Area II VP

•T
 iffany Acree, Sunbelt Builders ShowTM
Committee Co-Chair

• Victor Drozd, Area III VP
• Garrett Dorsey, Area IV VP
• Jason Carothers, Area VI VP
• Carlton Edwards, Area VII VP
• Sean Hodge, Associates Committee Chair
• Rick McGuire, Association & Long Range

•E
 rin Wright, Sunbelt Builders ShowTM
Committee Co-Chair
•K
 im Jacobs-Lindsey, Texas Executive
Officers Council President
• J ohn Burchfield, Volume Builders
Council Chair
•M
 eagan McCoy Jones, Young
Professionals Council Chair

ROBERT WOOD

Date of Birth: October 29, 1962

High School: Coronado High, 1980

Lives In: Lubbock, Texas

Community Involvement: Make a Wish
Foundation, March of Dimes, Highpoint
Village and West Texas Hero Homes

From: Albuquerque, New Mexico
Wife: Candace O’Dell-Wood
Children: Danielle Sweat (Jeff )
and Candice Hayes (Blake)
Grandchildren (age): Noah Sweat (12) and
Natalie Sweat (10), Estelle Fuller (8), Rynlee
Hayes (1) and Owen Hayes (6 months).
Hobbies: Cooking, entertaining, golf,
traveling, attending Texas Tech athletics
Business: Custom Homes by Robert Wood
(est. 2002)
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• Adam Aschmann, Attorney Council Chair

•A
 lan Hoffmann, Legal Affairs
Committee Chair

• Rick McGuire, NAHB State Representative

• Adrian Balderas, Area V VP
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Professional Involvement/Honors:
2016-P Texas Association of Builders
(TAB) Senior Officer; 2009-P TAB
Government Relations Committee;
2012-P TAB Executive Committee;
2017 NAHB Director; 2018 TAB Board
of Directors; 2018 TAB Local Presidents
Council Chair; 2018 TAB Developers
Council; 2013-16 Sunbelt Builders
Show™ Committee; 2014 TAB Area

V Vice President; 2014 TAB HOMEPAC
Chairman; 2013-14 TAB Area Vice Presidents
Committee; 2012-16, 2009 State Director;
2012 President of West Texas Hero Homes;
2012 Past President of West Texas Home
Builders Association (WTHBA); 2011 President
of the WTHBA; 2011 Established West Texas
Hero Homes; 2011 TAB’s Philanthropist of the
Year; 2011-15 TAB Credentials, Nominating
and Resolutions Committee; 2010-17 TAB
HOMEPAC Trustees; 2013 TAB Membership
Chair; 2010-16 TAB Membership Committee;
2010-13 TAB Finance Committee; 2011 TAB
Local Presidents Council.

Executive Director’s Message

Out With the Old, In With the New
Following the November 6, 2018 elections,
Republicans still control the Texas
Legislature, but Democrats made some
headway. Democrats picked up 12 seats in
the Texas House, shrinking the Republicans’
95-55 advantage to 83-67. Meanwhile
in the Senate, Democrats picked up two
Republican-held seats which after a special
election this fall results in a 19 to 12 balance
of power in favor of the Republicans.

M. Scott Norman, Jr.

A

s we turn our calendars to a new year, I
want to look ahead to 2019 with a positive
outlook for what will be a very busy—and
I predict—successful year for the Texas
Association of Builders.
The 86th Texas Legislature will convene on
January 8 and the regular session will end 140
days later on May 27, Memorial Day. As always,
your professional government relations team and
member volunteers with expertise on the various
issues that TAB is working on will spend hundreds
of hours at the Capitol, educating our legislators
on the Texas residential building, remodeling and
land development industry.
One biennial Texas Association of Builders event
that is arguably the most important and impactful
is Rally Day. This year’s Rally Day at the Texas
Capitol will be held on March 20. Learn more
about this influential day in Government Relations
Committee Chair Susan Wright’s column on page
32. Contact your local home builders association’s
executive officer for information on your HBA’s
plans and schedule for attending Rally Day. If you
have never participated at the state level, Rally
Day is the most exciting and interesting way to
get involved. All are welcome and you can make
a difference by meeting with your state senators
and representatives as we take our unified, prohousing agenda to our elected officials.

Much of the legislature’s focus this session
will be on the continuing recovery efforts
following Hurricane Harvey in September
2017, as well as the unprecedented flooding
that Central Texas experienced in October
2018. Disaster mitigation, infrastructure and
land development regulation will be at the
center of much of the legislation that will be
introduced during the session. These issues
will be in addition to the ongoing debate
surrounding property taxes and school
finance reform. Both of these issues have
huge ramifications on housing affordability
and our members.
Although the session will dominate TAB’s
attention through May, there are many
other activities that will take place in 2019.
Following Rally Day, our winter committee
and board meetings will be held March 21 –
22 at the Driskill Hotel in Austin. I can’t stress
enough how important these meetings are
to the future of your association. If you are
interested in the governance of your state
association, or if you are just curious and want
to learn more about the Texas Association of
Builders, please stay after Rally Day and join
us. You simply need to be a member of your
local HBA to attend TAB committee meetings.
The 19th annual Sunbelt Builders Show™
and TAB’s summer meetings will be held at
the Gaylord Texan in Grapevine, Texas from
August 6 – 9. We’re excited to be returning
to the Gaylord Texan, and the Sunbelt
Committee and TAB staff are already hard
at work planning what continues to be the
best residential construction trade show in

the Southwest. The entire event gets better
and better every year, so start making your
plans to attend.
In this new year, I hope that you will take the
time to familiarize yourself with the many
programs and services that are available to
you as a member of the Texas Association
of Builders. These programs have been
designed exclusively for members of TAB,
and each of them will either put money
back into your pocket or provide you with
a residential construction industry-related
product that is specific to helping you do
business better. TAB also produces a variety
of publications that will keep you up-to-date
on issues that will affect your business.
To learn about our member programs, visit
http://www.texasbuilders.org/membership/
benefits. To become familiar with TAB’s
publications, visit http://www.texasbuilders.
org/news/current-building-news. If you
have questions about any of the member
programs or are not receiving one or more
of our publications, please contact the TAB
office at (512) 476-6346.
Throughout the Legislative Session, the
e-newsletter Legislative Line will be
produced in lieu of the monthly e-newsletter
TABloid. This will keep you informed on the
bills that are of the most importance to the
home building industry throughout the
session and will often include calls to action
from the membership. If you want to be a
part of the grassroots legislative team, please
look for Legislative Line in your email inbox.
As always, if you have questions about the
Texas Association of Builders or if you have
information that you believe will be valuable
to your TAB staff, don’t hesitate to contact us
at info@TexasBuilders.org or (512) 476-6346.
Here’s to a productive and successful New
Year! I look forward to seeing you at Rally Day,
our committee and board meetings, and the
Sunbelt Builders Show™ throughout 2019.

TexasBuilders.org
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A m e r i c a’ s
F ro n t

P o rc h

Lorraine Urey, Texas Association of Builders Director of Member Services

On October 14, 2018,
America’s Front Porch
made its debut in Watford
City, North Dakota, the first
stop on an ambitious eightyear, 50-state tour.

12
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early 300 enthusiastic North
Dakotans came out to see The
Promiseland Project founder and
CEO Roy Spence bring the project
and its message of purpose over politics
to the Rough Rider Center in Watford City.
Roy was joined onstage by his daughter
and partner in the project, entrepreneur
and non-profit founder, Courtney
Spence. North Dakota was “chosen” as
the first state on the tour when actor
Matthew McConaughey threw a dart at
a map of the United States following the

introduction of The Promiseland Project
at Austin’s SXSW Conference in the spring
of 2018. The dart actually landed on
Watford City, therefore determining the
city in which the launch would be held.
Spence, co-founder and CEO of GSD&M
advertising agency in Austin, Texas, who
does much of his thinking while walking in
the countryside or on the streets of cities
across the country, had a revelation on one
of his walks in the mountains of Colorado:
“America, we have a problem!” He decided

Feature

at that moment that he would take on
America as his client, pro bono. This was
the beginning of what would become The
Promiseland Project.
The Watford City event featured conversations among local students, business
owners, and skilled trades training advocates. Watford City community leaders spoke
about the value of entrepreneurship and
the importance of skills training to show
students and motivated workers that there is
a path to career success that doesn’t require
a four-year degree. A second panel featured
high school students who shared their career
goals and who were challenged to discover
their passion and to consider turning that
passion into purpose – one that could lead
to a successful, fulfilling career.

“A front porch is the perfect place for neighbors to walk in each other’s shoes, and get to
know one another again,” said Roy Spence.
The Promiseland Project’s mission is to
end the current destructive and divisive
culture in America – the “us versus them”
mentality – and in its place create and build
a purpose-driven, inclusive culture of “us”
as in USA.

How did members of the Texas Association of
Builders become involved in building America’s
Front Porch and participating in the launch
of The Promiseland Project in North Dakota?
When Roy Spence delivered the opening session keynote at the Sunbelt Builders Show™ in
August of 2018, he introduced the project to
the session’s attendees. During his presentation, he mentioned that he wanted to bring
back the feeling of community, one that used

The event took place on an actual front
porch that was driven 1,400 miles to North
Dakota from San Angelo, Texas by members
of the HBA of San Angelo: Michael Biggerstaff, Chad Decker and Rocky Templin. Once
the porch arrived in Watford City, members
of the North Dakota Association of Builders joined the Texans to help assemble the
porch inside the Rough Rider Center. TAB’s
Executive Director Scott Norman and I were
also part of the assembly team.

Roy Spence talks with Watford City, ND business owners
TexasBuilders.org
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the critical workforce shortage in the construction trades, healthcare, manufacturing, and
other industries. Many of these well-paying,
professional career choices do not require a
four-year college degree, and those requiring a
certificate or license can be obtained through
alternative learning opportunities.

L-R: Rocky Templin, Chad Decker, Scott Norman, Roy Spence, Lorraine Urey, Michael Biggerstaff on the porch assembled
inside the Rough Rider Center in Watford City, ND

to be found when neighbors sat on their front
porches, watched their children play in their
front yards, and where they had a place to
gather and get to know one another.
Following the opening session, several builders from around the state mentioned to
Spence that they would be happy to build a
porch for him, including members of the HBA
of San Angelo who took the project to heart.
Within a couple of weeks following Sunbelt,
the HBA of San Angelo, had commitments
of donated materials and monetary support
to build the porch and purchase a trailer in
which to transport the structure. The porch
(16’ tall, 18’ wide, and 16’ deep plus a ramp
to ensure ADA compliance) was completely
assembled and painted in five days in Michael
Biggerstaff’s barn in Wall, Texas, outside of
San Angelo. Each piece of the porch was
numbered, disassembled, and loaded into
the 20-foot trailer for the journey north.
The Texas Association of Builders coordinated with the North Dakota Association
of Builders and the Western Area Builders
Association (the local HBA with jurisdiction
over Watford City) to ensure that builders
from North Dakota would be available to
help the Texans reassemble the porch inside
the Rough Rider Center in under four hours.
Mission accomplished!
14
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The event, from 1 – 6 p.m. included panel
discussions, live music, the conversation with
Roy Spence, and introductions of the builders from both states. At 6 p.m., the porch
was disassembled in about two hours and
loaded into the trailer for the return trip to
Texas. Prior to closing the event, a dart was
thrown at a map of Louisiana, landing on
Farmersville in the middle of the northern
part of the state. Following an appearance
at SXSW in the spring of 2019, America’s
Front Porch will travel to Farmersville with
The Promiseland Project.
The Texas Association of Builders and the
Texas Builders Foundation are proud to be a
part of The Promiseland Project. By being a
part of Spence’s inspired overall mission, TAB
and the Foundation have the opportunity
to continue to spread our message that a
career in the construction trades can be
fulfilling, purposeful, well-paying, and offers
an alternative to a four-year college degree.
A student can earn a certification in the
construction trades through high school
and/or an associates degree from a community college in as little as two years, without
incurring any or only minimal student debt.
Spence mentioned to the crowd that in Texas
alone over the next five years our state will
need almost half a million skilled workers to fill

By learning a skill that can immediately place
an individual into the workforce, that person
can begin to earn a living (and go on to a
four-year college if they choose to do so). In
a short period of time through dedication
to their craft, they can become the small
business owners who might one day sit on
America’s Front Porch to share their story
of the value of entrepreneurship and the
importance of skills training as proof to students and motivated workers that there is a
path to career success that doesn’t require
a four-year degree.
The Promiseland Project is already beginning
to meet its goals. Not only did the Watford City
event bring together North Dakotans, it united
individuals from two states, 1,400 miles apart,
who might not otherwise have had the opportunity to get to know each other. Although
these builders already had a profession in
common, the friendships that were forged
in 24 hours demonstrate that America’s Front
Porch can create and build a purpose-driven,
inclusive culture of “us” as in USA.

THANK YOU! to the following
individuals and companies that donated
significant time, materials and/or
monetary donations so that America’s
Front Porch could be built: Michael and
Connie Biggerstaff; Colby Biggerstaff;
Barney Brock; Chad Decker; Reid Decker;
Wesley Doss; Don Faulkner; Frank Langley;
Gene Lantrip; Chad Meeks; Rocky Templin;
Big Tex Trailer World Inc.; FastSigns;
Kelly-Moore Paints; Lowe’s; NuHome Constructors LLC; North Dakota Association
of Builders; Pate’s Hardware Inc.

Feature

— T A B A nnounce S —
2019 Senior Officers &
"Of The Year" Award Winners
The Texas Association of Builders swore in its 2019 Senior Officers and handed out its 2018 “Of the Year” awards
at the Excellence in Leadership Dinner on November 15. The “Of the Year” awards are given annually to
recognize exemplary service and leadership contributions to the association by its members.

2019 TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF BUILDERS SENIOR OFFICERS

PRESIDENT

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

Robert Wood,

Randy Bowling,

Custom Homes by Robert Wood

Tropicana Homes

Lubbock, Texas

El Paso, Texas

In 2002, Robert began fulfilling a lifelong dream of being a home builder
as he opened the doors to Custom
Homes by Robert Wood. Prior to
starting his own business, he worked
as a supplier to home builders for
more than 20 years. This partnership
between supplier and builder allowed him to see the importance
of being engaged at the local and state levels of the home builders
associations. Robert served as the 2011 president of the West Texas
Home Builders Association and became active in the Texas Association
of Builders. For the past seven years, he has served on TAB’s Executive
Committee and is a state director. Since 2010, he’s been a member
of TAB’s Government Relations Committee, HOMEPAC Trustees and
Membership Committee. Robert also served as the co-chair of the
2016 Sunbelt Committee. All of Robert’s professional engagements
rank second to his commitment to his community. His hands-on
approach has allowed him to work directly with the Lubbock Make-AWish Foundation, March of Dimes, Highpoint Village and West Texas
Hero Homes. The Albuquerque, NM native considers Lubbock his
hometown and is proud that he raised his family there and gets to
watch his grandchildren grow up there as well.

16
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Randy Bowling is the president
of Tropicana Homes in El Paso,
Texas. Tropicana Homes and its
affiliates have been building homes
and apartments in El Paso since
1950, and have built over 10,000
residences since that time. After
spending the last 23 years building residential properties, Randy has
become an expert on land acquisition and development, residential
construction in Texas and New Mexico, residential lending, and
assisting his brother with navigating the ever-changing complexities
of the Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program. In addition, Randy
has served his association as a member of the Board of Directors
of the Texas Association of Builders (TAB) since 2004, chairman
of TAB’s Government Relations Committee, HOMEPAC Trustees,
Codes & Standards Committee, and is a member of TAB’s Executive
Committee. In 2016, Randy was named a Life Director of TAB.
Among numerous awards and honors, Tropicana Homes has been
recognized by the El Paso Association of Builders four times as the
Builder of the Year, and by TAB as Developer of the Year and twice as
Builder of the Year.

Feature
2019 TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF BUILDERS SENIOR OFFICERS

VICE PRESIDENT/SECRETARY

TREASURER

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

Michael Biggerstaff,

Brett Martin,

Justin MacDonald,

Biggerstaff Homes Inc.

Tilson Home Corp.

MacDonald Companies

San Angelo, Texas

Houston, Texas

Kerrville, Texas

Mike Biggerstaff is a third generation
Texan, home builder and remodeler. He is
extremely involved in his local community.
Since 1995, he has sponsored hundreds
of underprivileged young men through
the local Youth Boxing Club, many of
whom became National Junior Olympic
and Silver Glove Champions. In 2002, Mike
was named the most admired Citizen by
CASA, Court Appointed Special Advocates.
Additionally, he is a major supporter of
Habitat for Humanity, Operation FINALLY
HOME, and the Historical Society. He and
a group of local builders made history in
April 2015 when they broke ground on
the first subdivision in the U.S. to mandate
subsurface irrigation with graywater. He
has volunteered hundreds of hours to
his home builders associations and was
named Builder of the Year by the San
Angelo Home Builders Association in 2013.
Mike was named the Texas Association
of Builders Philanthropist of the Year in
2017 and Developer of the Year in 2015.
He has chaired and served on numerous
committees at both the local and state
levels, and also serves as chairman of the
Texas Builders Foundation. Mike personally
established the Foundation’s first $25,000
endowment and is responsible for the
establishment of additional endowments
totaling more than $250,000.

Brett has been involved with the building
industry for the last 19 years. The first 11
years were spent providing construction
financing to builders and permanent
financing to homeowners. The last eight
years he has served as vice president of
Real Estate Operations for Tilson Homes.
Brett has served on the Audit and Finance
Committees for the Texas Association
of Builders (TAB) the past six years. He
has served as TAB’s Audit Committee
chairman and on TAB’s Executive
Committee the past three years. Born in
Pecos and raised in Lubbock and Houston,
Brett graduated from Abilene Christian
University with a BBA in Accounting
and became a CPA. Brett started his

Justin MacDonald was born into the
home building industry. His grandmother,
Jean MacDonald, was inducted into the
Texas Housing Hall of Honor in 2010,
and his father, Granger, is one of the
most well respected pro-housing voices
and builders in the nation. MacDonald
Companies is family-owned and specializes
in developing, building, and managing
multifamily neighborhoods across Texas.
Justin, president and chief operating officer,
is a third generation builder. He’s a NAHB
director, committee chairman and state
representative and has served as president of
the Hill Country Builders Association twice.
At the Texas Association of Builders (TAB), he
has served on the Executive Committee and
Finance Committees since 2009 and led the
Government Relations Committee through
one of TAB’s most successful legislative
sessions in 2015. Justin has three degrees.
He earned a bachelor’s degree in journalism
and visual communications from Angelo
State University (2003), followed by a MBA
in Finance from the University of Texas-San
Antonio (2006) and a managerial leadership
certificate from UT’s Red McCombs School of
Business (2015).

accounting career as an auditor with
Arthur Young & Co., specializing in finance,
real estate and construction.

TexasBuilders.org
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L-R: Terah Ward, Jon Loudermilk , Ron Rohrbacher, Gene Lantrip, Bob Burton, Erin Wright, Casey Morgan

2018 “OF THE YEAR” AWARD RECIPIENTS
J.B. Sandlin Builder of the Year: Erin Wright, Wright-Built LLC — Hawkins, Texas
Developer of the Year: Gene Lantrip, Lantrip's Custom Homes — Abilene, Texas
Associate of the Year: Bob Burton, Winstead PC — Austin, Texas
Philanthropist of the Year: Greater Houston Builders Association
Ted Schlossman Lifetime Achievement Award: Ron Rohrbacher, Perry Homes — Houston, Texas
Association Accomplishment of the Year: Big Country Home Builders Association — Abilene, Texas

J.B. SANDLIN BUILDER OF THE YEAR
Erin Wright, Wright-Built LLC – Hawkins, Texas

J.B. Sandlin Builder of the Year
L-R: Erin Wright and Victor Drozd
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Erin is a one of-a-kind builder that is known for distinct craftsmanship
and producing quality-built homes in the Hawkins, Texas area. She
holds certifications as an Aging in Place Specialist, Green Professional,
Graduate Builder and Graduate Master Builder. Her work has received
“The Best of Houzz” badge in Design and Service. She is equally
dedicated to the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB), Texas
Association of Builders (TAB) and the Tyler Area BA. At NAHB, she is a
member of the Young Professionals Council as well as the Professional
Women in Building Council. Erin has served on TAB’s Executive,
Membership, Sunbelt Builders Show™ and HOMEPAC Committees plus
the Young Professionals Council. In 2018, as president of the YP Council,
she led an initiative to launch a new Sunbelt event, The Builders Bash. It
was attended by over 400 people and proceeds from the concert raised
$35,000 for the Texas Builders Foundation. Erin served as president

Feature

Ted Schlossman Lifetime Achievement Award

Philanthropist of the Year

Ron Rohrbacher

Greater Houston Builders Association

of the Tyler Area Builders Association in 2017 and also was chair of
the Membership Committee and the Parade of Homes. Following
Hurricane Harvey, she launched a drive to collect hurricane relief
supplies for victims. As a result, two trailers of supplies were delivered
to the HBA of Southeast Texas and the Crossroads BA. Additionally,
monetary donations were made to the Coastal Bend HBA and the
Greater Houston BA.
TED SCHLOSSMAN LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Ron Rohrbacher, Perry Homes – Houston, Texas
Ron Rohrbacher has served his local, state and national associations
for decades. He is a member of the Greater Houston BA’s Board of
Directors and has served as TAB’s Codes & Standards chairman for over
20 years. In that capacity, he worked with TAB and the Environmental
Protection Agency Region 6 and the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality to develop a stormwater training program that
culminated in a signed proclamation by all three organizations. He
was also instrumental in developing with OSHA Region 6, TAB’s OSHA
Model Safety Plan. Both of these initiatives have saved our builder
members potentially hundreds of thousands of dollars in fines. At TAB
and NAHB, he has served on numerous task forces and committees
to ensure effective and reasonable enforcement and compliance
with building codes and other construction standards. Ron makes
himself available for TAB regulatory and legislative efforts, testifying
at legislative hearings and meeting with state regulatory staff and
leaders on a regular basis. For years, he has worked with community
colleges in the greater Houston area on workforce development
training. He is hard at work to bring construction trades programs
into the Houston Community College System, the largest community
college system in the state. These efforts include raising significant
dollars to provide scholarships, equipment and materials to help get
these programs started.

PHILANTHROPIST OF THE YEAR
Greater Houston Builders Association
In August 2017, the gulf coast of Texas suffered the worst flooding
on record from Hurricane Harvey. The Greater Houston Builders
Association led their city and community through this difficult time with
compassion, generosity and humanitarianism. GHBA was recognized
for its membership education and advocacy efforts, including GHBA’s
support of Harris County’s $2.5 billion flood mitigation bond package,
and charitable outreach, specifically, the creation of BuildAid in
partnership with HomeAid Houston and the David Weekley Foundation.
BuildAid has received $5.5 million from the Hurricane Harvey Relief
Fund, established by Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner and Judge Ed
Emmett and $350,000 from the ReBuild Texas Fund. To date, within the
BuildAid program, 15 homes have been completed; 55 homes have
completed the application process and will soon begin construction;
and 31 are in mid-construction. The goal is to complete a total of 250
homes in the next 18 to 24 months. GHBA also successfully advocated
for the largest bond package for flood control in Harris County’s history
and kick-started one of the most responsive recovery-related charities
in the region. GHBA’s leadership in Harris Plus, Houston Stronger, Fight
Flooding PAC fundraising and the association’s efforts in educating
members about the bond package, GHBA spearheaded advocacy
efforts beginning in September 2017 that ultimately resulted in a $2.5
billion infrastructure bond package passing with over 85 percent voter
approval. The Fight Flooding PAC held two press conferences, produced
742 radio and TV ads, distributed 4,000 yard signs, and 5,000 push cards
and completed robo calls. The PAC also disseminated door hangers and
circulated social media posts resulting in over 175,000 digital views. The
association was also heavily involved at the grassroots level, advocating
for greater infrastructure investment. TAB’s Philanthropist of the Year has
traditionally been awarded to an individual, but the committee chose
to recognize the entire GHBA for its rebuilding, advocacy, charitable and
educational efforts in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey.
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Feature

Developer of the Year

Association Accomplishment of the Year

L-R: Gene Lantrip and Terry Weaver

Big Country Home Builders Association

DEVELOPER OF THE YEAR
Gene Lantrip, Lantrip's Custom Homes – Abilene, Texas

ASSOCIATION ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE YEAR
Big Country Home Builders Association

For 35 years, Gene Lantrip has built homes and developed subdivisions
in the Abilene community. Gene has numerous accolades to tout but
most impressively is that he’s a TAB life director and has served on the
Executive Committee for the past five years. He’s currently chairman
of the HOMEPAC Trustees, where he has already exceeded his goal
of raising $235,000. Gene has also chaired the Area Vice Presidents
Committee and is a Capitol Club Donor to HOMEPAC. In addition, he’s
active on the Membership, Government Relations and Bylaws and Policy
Review Committees. He has served as president of the Big Country
Home Builders Association (BCHBA) and has earned a BCHBA Builder of
the Year honor.

The Big Country Home Builders Association (BCHBA) saw a lot of
change in 2018. BCHBA thoroughly evaluated their organization and
strategically developed a path to grow all aspects of their association.
This past year, their membership grew by over 40 percent, revenue
increased by 30 percent and they have exceeded their HOMEPAC goal
by an unbelievable 500 percent. BCHBA reinvested over $25,000 back
into their community through their local school districts, fire deparments
and Habitat for Humanity. Additionally, the Big Country HBA was able
to secure a position on the Abilene Chamber of Commerce board.
This appointment has proven to be very beneficial to stay current with
city administration, build relationships with city officials, and foster
relationships that were previously non-existent. These connections have
led to several new workforce development programs.

ASSOCIATE OF THE YEAR
Bob Burton, Winstead PC – Austin, Texas
Bob Burton has become a very valuable asset to the Texas Association
of Builders. Since getting involved with TAB, his expertise on a number
of issues related to land development, homeowner associations (HOA),
tort reform and construction law has been critical. Burton is regularly
called upon as an expert witness and to offer professional insight into
potential legislation and regulation. He has served for years on the TAB
Attorney Council and HOA Task Force, contributing hundreds of hours to
the association. His efforts as one of our lead legal and technical experts
directly led to the successful passage of the Condo Tort Reform Bill in
2015. Following the success of this legislative advocacy effort, Burton was
instrumental in furthering the formation of TAB’s Developers Council and
the recruitment of new developer members for the association. Through
those efforts, TAB has extended its presence with developers across the
state. Recently, Burton was appointed to chair the TAB Homeowners
Association Issues Task Force for the upcoming Legislative Session.
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Associate of the Year
L-R: Jessica Goehring and Bob Burton

Feature

Presidential Distinguished
Service Awards
• Tiffany Acree, StrucSure Home Warranty —
Arlington, Texas
• Donnie Evans, Altura Homes — Rockwall, Texas
• Bryce Daniel, Aaron Daniel Homes
of West Texas LLC — Lubbock, Texas

Justin MacDonald, Tiffany Acree & Donnie Evans

• Todd Eidson, Sierra Homes — Fredericksburg, Texas
• Richard Laughlin, Laughlin Homes &
Restoration Inc. — Fredericksburg, Texas

Presidential Distinguished Service Awards
The Presidential Distinguished Service Awards are presented to
members and HBAs that go above and beyond their volunteer
service to work towards the betterment of the association
throughout the year. These individuals and local associations
provided valuable counsel and considerable hours of their time
to TAB in 2018. These awards were handed out at the Texas
Association of Builders (TAB) Board of Directors meeting on
November 16 at the Driskill Hotel in Austin, Texas.

• Dave Yelovich, Tilson Home Corp. — Houston, Texas
• El Paso Association of Builders
• Greater New Braunfels Home Builders Association
• Tyler Area Builders Association
• West Texas Home Builders Association

Justin MacDonald & Bryce Daniel

Justin MacDonald, Gena Godinez &
Dan Wilson, West Texas HBA

John McKinney, Justin MacDonald &
Libby Simmons, Tyler ABA

Justin MacDonald, Sergio Cuartas &
Ray Adauto, El Paso AB

Justin MacDonald & Todd Eidson
(Richard Laughlin, not pictured)

Justin MacDonald, Troy French &
Drew Snider, Greater New Braunfels HBA
TexasBuilders.org
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Feature

TAB Life Directors
Congratulations to Paul Davis, Carlton Edwards and Frank Murphy on achieving Texas Association
of Builders Life Director status at the 2018 Fall Board of Directors Meeting on November 16 in
Austin. Well-deserved, gentlemen.

New TAB Life Directors
• Paul Davis, Marble Depot Inc.
— Texas Panhandle BA
• Carlton Edwards,
Carlton Edwards Builder
& Designer LLC —
Tyler Area BA
• Frank Murphy,
Wynne Jackson Inc. —
Dallas BA

Paul Davis

Carlton Edwards

Frank Murphy

Submit Your 2019 Star Awards
Entries Online Starting January 18
The Star Awards is a marketing gem.
Promotion of your company’s work is a
great way to showcase your product to
prospective clients. The Star Awards entry
process will take you through the steps
to create your story. Follow the simple
process to enter and remember – photos
are a key component in telling your story.
A Star Awards entry can be transformed
into built-in social media content. You
have at least four opportunities to reach
your digital followers by posting staging
photos, final product, when entering
the Star Awards and when finalists are
announced. The information in your entry
can be used to create insightful posts. It
could be a customer story, how a project
evolved or how you overcame an obstacle
with a client.
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Finalists are announced in June, followed
by the winners being declared on August 8
during the 2019 Star Awards Presentation
& Reception. The awards ceremony is
held in conjunction with the Sunbelt
Builders Show™ inside the Gaylord Texan
in Grapevine, Texas. The Texas Association
of Builders will also publicize the winners
via it’s Facebook and Twitter accounts as
well as in an official press release.

key pool for candidates to be considered for
featured articles in Texas Builder Magazine.

Texas Builder Magazine features a Star
Awards project and individuals in several
issues every year. Star Awards winners are a

Visit www.TABStarAwards.com to find a list
of categories and more information about

Key Dates:

The online entry process will open January
18, 2019. Projects should be completed
between January 1, 2018 – February 28,
2019 in order to be considered. The entry
deadline is February 28, 2019, but if you
submit your entry by February 8, 2018 you
can enter at a discounted price.

entering the prestigious Star Awards.

Feature

Patsy Smith & George Lewis
inducted into the Texas Housing Hall of Honor

T

he Texas Association of Builders
inducted Patsy Smith and George
Lewis into the Texas Housing Hall
of Honor on November 15, 2018
inside the historic Driskill Hotel in Austin,
Texas. Both are well respected and valuable
members of the home building industry.
The Texas Housing Hall of Honor now has
25 members who have had an instrumental
impact on the housing industry.

Smith is a remarkable leader whose legacy
is one of unparalleled service to the housing
industry. She has donated through the
National Housing Endowment, over $1
million in endowments and scholarships
that have and will educate the future
generations and leaders of the housing
industry in Texas and the nation. Most
recently, Smith established a sustaining
endowment with the Texas Builders
Foundation. Her contributions will ensure
that men and women serving the building
industry will receive the education, career
development, training and job placement

that are essential to the health of the home
building industry.
Lewis’ community service, political activism
and professional leadership are the
mainstays of his life. He masterfully guided
the Dallas Builders Association and the
Texas Association of Builders through times
of rapid change. His impact ranges from
financial policies to building standards and
government relations. Lewis is a legend in
the political arena, where he has invested
hundreds of thousands of dollars directly
to pro-housing candidates in Texas and
nationally. Lewis pioneered the “tear down
and rebuild” concept in the Park Cities area of
Dallas. His spectacular projects have earned
him numerous awards and accolades.
The November/December issue of Texas
Builder featured both inductees. You can
read their featured profiles online at
http://emflipbooks.com/flipbooks/TAB/
TexasBuilder_NovDec2018/book

TexasBuilders.org
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On Council

Your voice matters
And you’re the only one who can use it.
Meagan Jones, Young Professionals Council Chair

W

hen I was really young, maybe 12 or 13, I tagged along
with my Dad to my first trade association meeting. It
was in that meeting I heard another lumber dealer
talk about the importance of advocacy and political
involvement. He was a competitor, but he invited me to sit next
to him at the conference table, pulled out my chair, allowed me to
settle in, and turned to me. He said, “Meagan, when it comes to the
legislature, you are either at the table or on the menu. Which would
you prefer?”
From that first introduction, he, along with many others, helped
me begin to learn the importance of our voices as employers and
business owners. We have a perspective that is important, we each
have a voice, and you are the only one who can use your voice. Just
as it’s our responsibility to be educated about people in and running
for office, and to exercise out right to vote, it is also our responsibility
to speak up.
You belong at Rally Day on March 20.
We are business owners and leaders of our organizations. Our work
is noble work. We are part of building homes where people can be
safe and settled. And those homes make up the communities that
form our family’s memories and leave the world better than we
found it. The impact of our work on the people and the economy
of Texas is significant. It is for these reasons, no matter the size of
the company you own or represent, you belong at Rally Day.

24

Texas Association of Builders January/February 2019

TAB staff and leadership will make it easy for you to be educated
about the issues affecting home builders and developers. They’ll
make it easy for you to meet and talk with the people in our state
government. You have a story to tell about the community where
you work and live, and we need you to show up and tell your story.
This is particularly important for our Young Professionals. You may
feel like you’re in the weeds at work and life. Guess what: there’s
no more relevant voice than yours. You represent the future of our
state and nation, and your experience with the challenges of policy
and people is fresh and valuable. And lawmakers want and need
to hear your voice!
Here’s another thing I learned in the Capitol. If you aren’t a lobbyist,
you’re going to stand out. If you’re a young business leader, you’re
going to stand out. And if you’re prepared and can talk about the
issues that specifically impact you, you’re going to stand out.
Let us help you get prepared to meet with your lawmakers. But only
you can use the voice you have. Show up at Rally Day just like you
did on voting day, and add your influence to our great state and
industry. I’ll see you there.
Meagan Jones is the volunteer chair of the Young Professionals Council.
She is also the EVP/Chief Operating Officer for McCoy’s Building Supply
that’s headquartered in San Marcos, Texas.

TexasBuilders.org
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HOMEPAC

In the General Elections, Democrats
picked up 12 seats in the Texas House of
Representatives, while two Texas Senate
incumbent candidates lost their seats. At
the Texas Capitol, the Republicans will
maintain the majority in both chambers.

Another Successful Year

for HOMEPAC

Gene Lantrip, HOMEPAC Trustees Chair

W

ow! A record voter turnout in a
non-presidential election cycle
has made this past election
year one for the books that
we will not be forgetting anytime soon.
It has certainly been a historic election
year. According to Texas Secretary of State
Rolando Pablos, Texas had almost 16
million people turn out to vote in the 2018
general election, which is an all-time high
for our state.
HOMEPAC, the non-partisan, political
action committee of the Texas Association

of Builders, was involved in more than 172
races this election cycle for both statewide
offices and the Texas Legislature. Thanks
to the PAC Trustees’ careful vetting and
decision making, more than 91 percent
of HOMEPAC supported candidates and
incumbents won their races, making this
a very successful year for the Texas home
building industry. Please do not hesitate
to reach out to TAB staff if you have any
questions about specific races, results or
want to learn more about getting involved
in HOMEPAC.

For the 86th legislature, there will be six
new members in the Texas Senate with a
partisan makeup of 19 Republicans and 12
Democrats. At time of print (with a couple
of possible re-counts in play) the House will
have 67 Democrats and 83 Republicans; 29
being new members.
During this election cycle, HOMEPAC raised
and spent funds to support candidates
across the state. This could not have been
possible without the support and financial
backing of local associations and their
members. Fundraising is the key to having
a successful and effective PAC and it starts

New Members of the Texas Senate in 2019:

29 New Members of the Texas House in 2019:

• Senate District 6 – Special Election
Results not determined at time of printing.

• House District 4 – Keith Bell (R-Forney)

• Senate District 8 – Angela Paxton (R-McKinney)

• House District 13 – Ben Leman (R-Brenham)

• Senate District 10 – Beverly Powell (D-Burleson)

• House District 15 – Steve Toth (R-The Woodlands)

• Senate District 16 – Nathan Johnson (D-Dallas)

• House District 23 – Mayes Middleton (R-Wallisville)

• Senate District 19 – Pete Flores (R-Pleasanton)
He was sworn into the Senate on October 12, 2018.

• House District 37 – Alex Dominguez (D-Brownsville)

• Senate District 30 – Pat Fallon (R-Prosper)

• House District 8 – Cody Harris (R-Palestine)

• House District 45 – Erin Zwiener (D-Driftwood)
• House District 46 – Sheryl Cole (D-Austin)
• House District 47 – Vikki Goodwin (D-Austin)
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HOMEPAC

HOMEPAC Auction
The HOMEPAC Silent & Live Auction
Fundraiser was a big hit at the Fall Board
Meetings in November. Thank you to all
that participated.
All proceeds benefit HOMEPAC, TAB’s
political action committee. HOMEPAC
supports pro-housing candidates for both
statewide office and the Texas Legislature.

at the local level. Each local association is
given a goal based on their membership
number which is multiplied by $25. It is
important to support HOMEPAC so our
industry can continue to work with and
inform members of the Texas Legislature
that share our concerns and commitment
to meeting the housing needs of Texans.

HOMEPAC provides TAB members with
many benefits besides just supporting our
industry. Active and involved PAC donors
and Trustees visit with their elected officials
regarding issues that are important to their
industry or business. Developing good
working relationships with your legislators
is crucial to TAB’s advocacy efforts on critical
issues at the Capitol.
The strength of HOMEPAC helps preserve a
positive political climate for the residential
construction, remodeling and land
development industry in Texas and this can
only be achieved with the help and support
of our local associations and members. I

encourage you to get involved and see the
difference HOMEPAC makes for you and
your business.
For more information, or to contribute to
HOMEPAC, please visit www.texasbuilders.
org/government-affairs/HOMEPAC.
Gene Lantrip currently serves as the volunteer
chair of the HOMEPAC Board of Trustees. He is the
president and CEO of Lantrip’s Custom Homes in
Abilene, Texas.
For a full list of State Representatives,
visit http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/
For a full list of State Senators,
visit https://senate.texas.gov/members.php

• House District 52 – James Talarico (D-Round Rock)

• House District 113 – Rhetta Andrews Bowers (D-Rowlett)

• House District 54 – Brad Buckley (R-Killeen)

• House District 114 – John Turner (D-Dallas)

• House District 62 – Reggie Smith (R-Sherman)

• House District 115 – Julie Johnson (D-Carrollton)

• House District 65 – Michelle Beckley (D-Carrollton)

• House District 116 – Trey Martinez Fischer (D-San Antonio)

• House District 89 – Candy Noble (R-Allen)

• House District 118 – Leo Pacheco (D-San Antonio)

• House District 102 – Ana-Maria Ramos (D-Richardson)

• House District 121 – Stephen Allison (R-San Antonio)

• House District 104 – Jessica Gonzalez (D-Dallas)

• House District 126 – Sam Harless (R-Spring)

• House District 105 – Terry Meza (D-Irving)

• House District 132 – Gina Calanni (D-Katy)

• House District 106 – Jared Patterson (R-Frisco)

• House District 135 – Jon Rosenthal (D-Houston)

• House District 109 – Carl Sherman, Sr. (D-Dallas)

• House District 136 – John Bucy (D-Austin)

TexasBuilders.org
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Speaking Out

With a state that is growing by 1,100
people a day, the need for additional
roads, schools, and related infrastructure
is a constant challenge. Likewise, finding
additional dollars to pay for Texas’ growth
as a state is a challenge. While Texas is
expanding rapidly as an economy, the
upcoming Legislature will face significant
budget challenges. The greatest challenge
in the coming session is the issue of
property taxes and funding for our public
education system.

Glenn Hegar, Texas Comptroller

As a bit of background for our readers,
could you please explain the role and
responsibilities of the Texas Comptroller
of Public Accounts?
In 2015, I joined an agency that employs
3,000 and serves customers including every
Texan, countless businesses and every state
agency. Those customers depend on the
comptroller’s office to estimate the state’s
revenue, function as the state’s accountant
and chief fiscal officer, collect the state’s
taxes fairly and efficiently, maintain the
state’s treasury operations and carry out a
host of other duties.
I’m humbled that Texas voters recently
decided to let me continue as comptroller
for the next four years, but it’s not a
one-man job. My staff is tremendously
talented and those doing business with
the comptroller’s office can expect quick,
knowledgeable and courteous service from
public servants who have the best interest
of Texas – and Texans – at heart.
Could you reflect on your time as
comptroller and highlight some of the
challenges of the past four years?
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Do you have any other notes on the
upcoming legislative session?
Texas also has long-term financial
obligations related to state employee
pensions, health care benefits for retired
teachers, our prepaid tuition plan for higher
education and deferred maintenance for
state-owned buildings. If Texas doesn’t
address these obligations, we could face a
downgrade in our state credit rating.
We’ve outlined and analyzed some of the
fiscal issues we’ll be hearing about during the
upcoming legislative session in our agency’s
premier publication, Fiscal Notes, which can
be found online at https://comptroller.texas.
gov/economy/fiscal-notes.
A key topic that comes up during every
legislative session is the state’s rainy day
fund. You have a proposed initiative
directly related to the rainy day fund, the
Texas Legacy Fund. Could you give us
some background on that project?
In the past year, I’ve proposed ways to raise
a significant amount of revenue that simply
rely on better money management. Our
state government should be growing the
Economic Stabilization Fund—also known
as the rainy day fund—using prudent
investment strategies that go beyond the
concept of keeping the funds in a basic

savings account. However, current state
law prevents us from realizing the gains
from even conservative investments.
I’ve proposed a way to protect these
funds—$11.9 billion at present—against
inflation while earning more for important
state purposes.
The additional earnings could be put to
good use in what I’ve dubbed the Texas
Legacy Fund: a permanent endowment
that would generate revenue to help the
state cope with the rising costs of longterm obligations like those mentioned
previously, as well as for infrastructure
maintenance and expansion. We have a
unique economic resource in the rainy day
fund, and it is imperative that we manage
the taxpayers’ dollars in the most prudent
and responsible manner.
Your office has been key in the creation of
the Texas Bullion Depository. What’s the
status of that project?
In addition to my office’s regular duties,
we’ve launched an exciting new project:
the Texas Bullion Depository, the first stateadministered precious metals depository
in the country. The facility began taking
deposits in June. We selected Austin-based
Lone Star Tangible Assets to build and
operate the new depository, which will
include the latest technology in security
systems. We recently broke ground on this
new facility in Leander, Texas.
The depository is an accomplishment for
Texas and the comptroller’s office.
Texas has been growing and changing
at quite a clip. Are you feeling optimistic
about Texas’ economic outlook?
Looking at Texas as a whole, I’m always
optimistic. Many folks share that outlook and
want to move, live and work here. We gain

Speaking Out

TEXAS BUILDER
NOW AVAILABLE

IN AN APP

a net 519 new Texans every day through
migration. Thanks to our healthy business
climate (including 48 companies on the
2018 Fortune 500 list), Texas added nearly
two million new jobs from September 2008
to September 2018.
Visit my office’s Statewide Economic Data
webpage to learn more about Texas, its
economic potential and region-specific
trends at https://comptroller.texas.gov/
economy/economic-data.

Reading Mode

How would you characterize your
experience as Texas Comptroller of
Public Accounts?

My experience as comptroller has been
service-oriented,
eye-opening
and
positive. In tours around the state, I’ve
met the individuals who contribute to
our state’s success and learned about the
challenges they face. I’ve also worked
with policymakers, other state agencies
and individuals to collect and distribute
the information necessary to make sound
decisions concerning Texas’ future. In doing
all that, alongside my excellent team, I’ve
had a tremendously positive experience.
We have a great deal to be proud of in Texas,
and near limitless potential for the future.

Biography
Page 13

Page 14

Page 15

Capitalize on the moments while your
peers are catching up on the latest
industry trends. The Texas Builder
App allows users to access the latest

Glenn Hegar, Texas Comptroller
Glenn Hegar was elected as Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts in November
2014. Glenn is a sixth-generation Texan who grew up farming land that has
been in his family since the mid-1800s. He’s a 1993 graduate of Texas A&M
University and earned his law degree at St. Mary’s University. Glenn has served
in the Texas Legislature, where he worked on issues including public education,
transportation, tax reform, government transparency, Second Amendment rights,
water issues and tort reform.

publications in the construction
industry at any time & place. They will
be able to easily access full issues of
the Texas Builder Magazine from their
mobile phone or tablet device. Get the
digital exposure that your company
needs by advertising with a banner or
splash page on the app.
For Advertising Information Contact:
Mitchell Kleinschmidt
E&M Consulting, Inc.
toll free. 800.572.0011
local. 512.692.9859

As comptroller, Glenn is the chief finance officer for the world’s 10th-largest
economy. He has emerged as a passionate advocate for conservative financial
management and government transparency who has focused on creating a more
efficient and customer oriented agency. He founded the state’s Transparency
Stars program, pushed for smarter ways of investing our rainy day fund to protect
it for future generations, and guided the formation of the nation’s first ever stateadministered precious metals depository.
His upbringing taught him the core values of hard work, honesty and integrity —
the same values he and his wife Dara work to instill in their three young children,
Claire, Julia and Jonah. Hegar’s most important title throughout his years of
service is the one closest to home: Dad!

mitchell@emconsultinginc.com
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Government Relations

January 8, 2019
Begins the 86th Texas Legislative Session
Susan Wright, Government Relations Committee Chair

I

hope that everyone had a wonderful 2018 and a joyful holiday

amount of money that the state budget is authorized to spend and is

season! With the new year comes the beginning of another

based on sales and use tax collections. Comptroller Hegar has often said

legislative session. On January 8, 2019 the 86th Session of the

that he will err on the conservative side and his estimate is a prediction

Texas Legislature will convene.

of the state’s economic outlook for the fiscal year. As many of you
know first-hand, we have been blessed with a strong economy, low

There are often two sentiments around the state regarding the

unemployment and steady to rising oil and gas prices which have all

start of the session: this is a time to make positive changes, or

contributed to the health and vitality of our state’s continued success.

what are they going to do to hurt me. I have always had a deep
appreciation for the service our elected officials provide us and

Although the state is enjoying a time of economic prosperity, there are

don’t envy the myriad of tasks that sit before them. The most

times when the legislature is constitutionally prohibited from spending

important thing to know about every legislative session is that the

all the state’s revenue. While the comptroller will provide a revenue

only task the legislature is constitutionally required to complete is

estimate to the legislature, the state’s constitution establishes limits on

the passing of the next biennium’s budget (2019-2020). Any work

state spending including a pay-as-you-go limit and a limit in the rate

that goes beyond that is considered “gravy”.

of growth in appropriations from one biennium to the next. Can the
spending limits be exceeded? The short answer is yes, the legislature

Speaking of the budget, as you may know, our state operates on a

can adopt a concurrent resolution to exceed the spending limit.

pay as you go budget system. Prior to the session, Texas Comptroller
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Glenn Hegar (who is featured in this issue’s Speaking Out) must provide

Each body of the legislature drafts, files, edits and has hearings on their

a revenue estimate to the legislature. This estimate represents the

own version of the budget. This helps expedite the process due to the
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Government Relations

86th Legislative Session –
Important Dates to Remember:
First Day to File a Bill – Nov. 12, 2018
First Day of Session – January 8, 2019
Last Day to File Bills – March 8, 2019
TAB Rally Day – March 20, 2019
Last Day of Session – May 27, 2019

short nature of the session. Once both bodies have approved
their respective versions of the budget, the bill is then sent to
a conference committee comprised of five senators and five
representatives. In this committee the differences between the
two versions is worked out and a consensus is reached. Upon
the consensus being reached within the conference committee,
each body must then vote to accept the changes made to the
original version of the bill that they voted on previously. With a
majority of the members’ approval, the budget is then sent to
the governor to be signed into law. The governor is granted lineitem veto authority and has been known to use it. However, his
office discloses which items were vetoed and there is usually a
stated reason for each veto.
The budget plays a significant role in all of our lives, from
funding public education to ensuring we have proper funding
for transportation and infrastructure.
In 2017, during the 85th Session there were more than 10,000
bills filled. TAB staff tracked, monitored and participated in the
movement of over 1,500 legislative bills. This year, the Government
Relations Committee has been hard at work to develop our list of
priorities for this session, and you will have an opportunity to join
fellow TAB members on March 20, when TAB takes the Capitol
by storm for our Rally Day! Our TAB winter committee and board
meetings immediately follow. It’s critically important for us to
have as many members as possible attend Rally Day. These visits
to your state senator and representative provide an opportunity
to let our elected officials put a face to issues and concerns of our
industry and hear directly from the builders and associates who
are working hard to provide affordable housing and creating jobs
across this state. I want to encourage you to attend and urge your
fellow members to attend! Our presence at the Capitol is critical
in having our voice heard.
Susan Wright is the volunteer Government Relations Committee
chair. She is the owner of Susan Wright & Associates, a real estate
development and community association consulting firm.
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Building with

BuildAid
Jessica Hovel

W

hat initially drove Randall

The

Harvey

and alone, she wouldn’t have had any hope

Rowlett to apply for a job

brought with it the overwhelming need

of restoring her home without the help of

with David Weekley were the

for experienced builders and remodelers to

Randall and BuildAid. When Randall and

opportunities for charity work

help those who had lost everything to the

his BuildAid team arrived in mid-August to

on behalf of the company. Little did he

floodwaters. An estimation of over 180,000

begin the restoration process, the house

know that deciding factor would help pave

homes were damaged in some way and

was stripped down to the studs.

the way for his most impactful projects yet.

in the days following, David Weekley and

aftermath

of

Hurricane

the Greater Houston Builders Association

Not only did Randall and his team restore

“When David asked me to be a part of

(GHBA) set up BuildAid to help lower income

her home, but they worked with her

BuildAid, of course I was excited. It brings

families rebuild from the devastation. David

daughter to create a space that would be

me a lot of joy to get people back into their

tapped Randall to be the Special Projects

easier for Mrs. Rostamy to age in place.

homes a year after struggling to recover

Manager for the foundation, and in the year

The team converted the tub that was

from Hurricane Harvey. A lot of people have

following Harvey, Randall has personally

originally in the unit to a stand-up shower.

either been in temporary housing all this

helped remodel 15-20 homes. One of the

Handlebars where also installed within the

time or have been living in their damaged

latest has been the unit of Mrs. Rostamy in

new shower for easy access in and out, and

homes, by no means a comfortable place

The Pines Community in Houston.

a seated bench was also put into place

to be living in regardless. So it’s very

34

so Mrs. Rostamy can relax and enjoy her

rewarding to be what gets them back to

Mrs. Rostamy lives in one of the ground level

shower without the worry of falling. Most

normal living again.”

units, one of the places most affected by

of the time, the homes BuildAid does have

the floodwaters in her community. Retired

both tile and carpeting installed, but Mrs.
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Rostamy specifically asked that the flooring

Randall emphasizes, “We know what David’s

getting Mrs. Rostamy into a home that was

installed be fully tile so it would be easier for

expectations are and if we don’t live up to

better than before.

her to clean and maneuver around without

them, we are failing.”

having to worry about tripping on carpet.

Every home the team works on has its own
One of the difficulties they ran into right

unique set of challenges, Randall remarked

Mrs. Rostamy’s daughter was the primary

away in Mrs. Rostamy’s home was the

further. There were learning curves for

contact and worked with Randall and his

electrical wiring. The older community

city requirements in bringing each home

team for the new interior of the home. Mrs.

had electrical wiring made of aluminum

up to code and sometimes there would

Rostamy’s home now has high-quality 3

instead of the gold standard copper

be structural things that teams were not

cm granite countertops for the kitchen

that is used now. The electrician and the

permitted to get involved in. Randall and his

area, brand new cabinets, as well as new

team had to get creative in order to bring

team had to figure out when a permit has to

appliances and light fixtures. All of the

Mrs. Rostamy’s unit up to code without

be pulled for certain things for each city, but

products are the same as what are placed

having to rewire the whole building. The

the learning curve was well worth it to bring

in the standard David Weekley Homes, from

trash situation also brought on an added

everyone home to a safe, completed project.

the sheetrock, to the tile, doors, trim, and

element of chaos for the team. Randall

paint. BuildAid homes are held to the same

tells of how he would order a dumpster

Talking about complications brings up

standards David has for all of his homes,

and find it filled before he could even use

the initial challenge of getting people

and the BuildAid teams strive to surpass

it. It’s part of the challenge of working in

to apply for the program, something the

those, treating each of them as if they were

an area with lots of different contractors,

organization still faces today.

a new construction home.

but Randall and his team focused on
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35

Featured Project

“You know, a lot of people wonder where their money
goes and I’m seeing first hand where the money has
gone. It’s going to projects like ours, to a lot of people
who are helping people get back into their homes.
I want people to know that honestly, this is not too
good to be true and the money is going to good use.”
“It may be surprising, but it’s tough to get

the money BuildAid has raised goes, like

are particularly poignant to why he stays

homeowners to believe that we are real

rebuilding Mrs. Rostamy’s home.

in this position.

be true. A lot of people call and say ‘okay

“You know, a lot of people wonder where

One story has stood out to Randall above

what’s the catch here’ and when we tell

their money goes and I’m seeing first hand

the rest. “I get choked up every time I share

them there isn’t one, they just can’t believe

where the money has gone. It’s going

this. One of my projects was an elderly

it. We want everyone to know that we are

to projects like ours, to a lot of people

couple’s home, and the wife opened up

are able to help them out.”

who are helping people get back into

to me about her and her husband’s rescue

their homes. I want people to know that

story as we were wrapping up construction.”

and not something that is too good to

Once a couple of news stations ran

honestly, this is not too good to be true

stories on some of the homes BuildAid

and the money is going to good use.”

did,

applications

began

steadily

She described to him when the rescue
boats came up to their home, the couple

rolling in. Now, BuildAid has garnered

It’s the feel-good satisfaction that keeps

told the boat to just leave them there

enough projects that David Weekley

Randall and his team focused on the

and save others instead. They wanted to

has employed four full-time employees

tasks at hand. Getting to know the people

stay where they were; their home was

that are dedicated to the organization,

and hear their stories about what they

completely flooded and they couldn’t see

including Randall.

dealt with during the flood is one of the

how they would start over again.

reasons Randall has enjoyed working at
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Something that Randall feels particularly

BuildAid so much. The personal stories

“They told those rescuers to let them die,

proud of is getting to see exactly where

he’s been able to hear and be a part of

just let the flood waters take them away. To
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be in a place like that where you are ready

Randall, goes to the now retired Bette

be thankful for in 2018, something a year

to give up on everything is a feeling most

Moser, who took the lead for BuildAid on

ago they didn’t think would be possible.

of us will never experience. Something like

behalf of GHBA. “She really got everyone

that gets to us builders because they were

together on this and I want to give her

Randall urges everyone who is still trying to

ready to give up.”

so much credit for making BuildAid what

rebuild after Harvey to go to the BuildAid

it is. She was the one who reached out

website and fill out an application. “We

Once their home was completed, Randall

to several builders to get more homes

don’t turn away anyone as long as they

looked at the couple and asked if they still

taken care of. She’s been instrumental in

qualify, and even if they don’t, we can point

wished the boat had left them. The restored

this process.” While she is officially retired,

them in the direction of others who can

homeowners told him they didn’t think

Bette still peeks her head through the

help them. Everyone on our team is eager

what he and his team did for them was

door to see how things are going.

to help and take on more jobs. We are

going to ever be possible, and yet there

always looking for new candidates.”

they were in their home, and it's better than

“As a whole, GHBA has been instrumental

it was before thanks to BuildAid.

in all of this. Our ultimate goal is to get

Footnote:

everyone back in their homes, and we are

More information on BuildAid can be found

“Its those stories that make my job so

getting closer to doing that.” As for Mrs.

on their website, buildaidhouston.org or

worthwhile.”

Rostamy, she was able to move back in to

visit their Facebook page for more

her newly completed home on November

inspiring stories and photos on their

Some of the credit for what BuildAid has

15, just in time for Thanksgiving. It was just

completed home projects:

been able to accomplish, according to

one more thing she and her daughter could

www.facebook.com/buildaidhouston.
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Alan Amos
Satterwhite Log Homes

All in the Family
Brianna Johnson

Y

es,

of

He is the self-proclaimed “son-in-law of the

Specialties,

Satterwhite Log Homes says in

ma’am,”

Alan

Amos

operation” who came on board about five

specialty lumber. It is very much a family

true Texas gentleman fashion. In

years ago. Before marrying into the family

affair that has grown to be a national

his opinion, the focus of the home

trade, he studied Business Management

company and can even boast that their

should be the family room and the family

at Stephen F. Austin State University in

homes can be found around the world.

within it. An archetypal picture of coziness,

Nacogdoches, then worked the night

His father-in-law, Sam Satterwhite, was

a log home seemingly includes a family, a

shift at an aluminum can manufacturer in

building a “little brick A-frame” in 1974 at

fire, a cup of hot cocoa, and a vast swath of

Longview…not the ideal situation for a

23 years old when a man driving through

nature waiting beyond the threshold. Alan

devoted family man.

town saw it and immediately asked, “Would

knows all too well the emotive power of a
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retailing

and

wholesaling

you build me a log home?” The rest is family

log home, because it brings to mind the

Alan’s forte is in sales for Satterwhite Log

history and lore. As charter members of

glory of nature and the intimacy of family.

Homes and for their sister company Sawmill

the Log Homes Council in the early '80s,
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The company’s
patriarch says,
“we log it, we haul it,
we mill it, we transport
it, we distribute it,
we sell components for
log homes… and then
we build log homes.”

Satterwhite Log Homes has been in the

company built its first log home with the

in removing the dead trees, principally

use of dead-standing timber, a practice

sourced from the high elevations of the

they have continued and expanded

Rocky Mountains, without harming the

ever since. This revolutionary logging

mature living trees and the tiny seedlings

process has proven beneficial to both the

often at the base of the dead-standing

Satterwhites and the environment. It aids

stock. Efforts to maintain the ecosystem

to avoid shrinkage and settling problems

extend so far as to plow and aerate the

that most companies have to engineer

soil after timber collection to reduce soil

around, and with haul weight greatly

compaction, and seedlings are planted

lessened by the lack of water in the timber,

in the unusual event that damage

it cuts down on fuel consumption and

does occur. They are passionate about

transport costs. The utilization of dead-

preserving environmental resources and

standing timber also plays an important

the American landscape, for what is the

role in wildfire remediation, a topic

purpose of building and living in a log

which is of particular importance as fires

home if it is not to witness the beauty

devastate the hills of California.

of nature? The dead-standing timber
method opened the door for the company

industry for over 44 years. The company’s
patriarch says, “We log it, we haul it, we

“It makes us more unique and greener,”

to expand into Sawmill Specialties and

mill it, we transport it, we distribute it,

Alan says. “All by-products are sold; nothing

the retail and wholesale distribution of

we sell components for log homes… and

goes to waste. We chip all of our scraps out

“character woods,” such as the striking

then we build log homes.” Sam Satterwhite

for animal bedding and landscape mulch."

Blue Ponderosa Pine with its mysterious

created a completely “vertically integrated”

They primarily work with the familiar bright

hue from the fungus of the Mountain Pine

business that his son-in-law, Alan, will carry

cream-colored Engelman Spruce that

Beetle. This species creates a beautiful

into the future.

provides that characteristic softness and

effect on the wood, but unfortunately kills

light to a traditional log home as well as

many trees in their wake, so much so that

forest

the modern-feeling chalet-style Western

the Satterwhites can log 20-30 million

management, and efficiency in mind, the

Red Cedar. A great amount of care is taken

pounds of dead timber per year.

With

ecological

sustainability,
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their three children who are in the office
daily, they have all the potential to be the
next Chip and Joanna Gaines, if only they
had a television crew! The Longview office
of Satterwhite Log Homes is filled with little
cubbyholes and playhouses for the kids.
There is no lack of professionalism with Alan
or the business, but quite simply a sense
that they are dedicated to carrying their
trade forward into the next generation.
“A family atmosphere is really special to
me,” says Alan, and it is clear that along
with his wife, his children, his in-laws, and
some small bluing bugs, he sees his fellow
builders in Texas and across the country as
his family.

DIRECTOR'S NOTE...
"The right person at the right time…
Alan Amos was the right president,
leader & Executive Board Member for
ETBA at the right time! He inspired
his fellow members and the East Texas
It goes without saying that Alan Amos

Foundation Trustee. His work with the

community to come together for those in

is a very busy man. “My wife lets me put

home builders associations is encouraged

need. He played a vital role in organizing

in long hours,” he says, “not only for the

by his knowledge of the opportunities it

emergency assistance and donations

company, but for the local, state, and

has provided for him, his father-in-law, and

of supplies following the devastating

national home builders associations. He is

his peers. He finds it particularly important

tornado that hit the Canton, Texas area in

the immediate past president of the East

that members are able to network with

April of 2017 and Hurricane Harvey that

Texas Builders Association and brought

like-minded professionals and give back

hit coastal Texas in August of 2017.

their chapter to national recognition as first

in turn to the industry that supports their

in their class for membership growth and

[families]. Aside from his volunteer work

Like so many other key leaders and

retention, and the highest affiliate member

with builders associations, he manages to

volunteers, Alan managed to put God,

increase nationwide. He works with the

find the time to coach little league baseball

his family and their company first, while

Young Professionals Council, Government

and most proudly holds the title of TAB's

still managing to leave a legacy and

Relations, Scholarship Committees, and

2015 Texas State Washers Champion, a

make a tremendous impact among our

Budget and Finance Committees. He

serious mark of honor for any Texas builder.

organization and industry."

Upshur County, chairman of the Parade

According to Alan, the backing of his family

Angela Daughtry

of Homes, TAB Area VII Associate Vice

has been the key to his success. Alongside

Executive Director

President, and serves as a Texas Builders

his wife Christi, married since 2011, and

East Texas Builders Association

also acts as county representative for
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HomeAid Launches in Austin
Austin area home builders gathered on November 16 to celebrate the launch of HomeAid Austin
at the first annual fundraising luncheon presented by Lennar. Over 300 guests attended the event
which raised $134,600. The funds are an investment in the growth of HomeAid’s mission that will
be multiplied by the number of homeless care providers served in 2019.
HomeAid chose the renovation of SAFE. Taylor Morrison and HomeAid Austin have teamed up
to renovate the emergency drop-in center for survivors of exploitation and trafficking and was
expected to be move-in ready by January 1, 2019. Projects like these enable the home building
HBAGA President Becky Collins and CEO Emily Blair

community to take an active role in helping HomeAid combat homelessness.

People’s Choice Award presented to
Vogel Builders at 63rd Annual Parade of Homes™
The Home Builders Association (HBA) of Greater Austin is proud to
announce the winner of the People’s Choice Award. Although all
of the homes were spectacular, Parade visitors selected the Vogel
Builders home (Home #4) as their top choice. This incredible home has
unbeatable 180-degree views for miles and was specifically designed
to maximize how people want to live, work, relax, entertain and host
overnight guests. Custom features and luxury finishes make this home
a true show stopper. Features include: master with private loft and
balcony, floating staircase, hidden media room and attached casita. The
home is located at 2213 Venetian Sky, Leander, Texas (6,911 SQ. FT. / 5 Bed
/ 5.2 Baths / Wine Room /4-Car Garage).
“Congratulations to Eric Vogel and the whole Vogel Builders team,” said
Emily Blair, CEO of the Home Builders Association of Greater Austin.
“We heard so many positive comments for each of the homes this year!
Attendees couldn’t say it enough – these were some of the best homes
seen at Parades so far.”
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Groundbreaking held for
First St. Jude Dream Home Showplace
Members in the Bryan-College Station community gathered for the
groundbreaking of the first St. Jude Dream Home Showplace.
Magruder and Pitman Custom Homes and St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital were on hand for the groundbreaking in the
Mission Ranch Community in College Station.
The home is expected to be finished by April 2019. All the proceeds
from the purchase of the home will go back to St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital.
"We are so fortunate to have the community here in Bryan-College
Station come together to build this home because we are helping
children all over the world, all over the country and even right
here in the community," said Minerva Suarez of St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital.
The house will be located near the 1700 block of Blanco Bend Road
in the Mission Ranch Community in College Station.
All the money and supplies used to build the house were donated.

Lonestar Newsmakers

Collin College Breaks
Ground on the Industry’s Future
Craig Johnson had no idea who, if anyone, would turn up for Collin
College’s first construction management course offerings. The newly
hired instructor only had a few weeks to get the program up and running.
Johnson expected around five students. He ended up with nearly 20.
These students enjoy a unique learning opportunity in the form of Collin
College’s 340,000 sq.-ft. technical campus, which recently broke ground
in Allen, Texas. Once complete, the campus will include a 400 x 90 ft. area
exclusively dedicated to the construction trades.
Labs for plumbing, electrical, carpentry and safety will be coupled with a
6,000 sq.-ft. “build” lab providing hands-on opportunities for students in
all programs to work together on various projects. With a labor shortage
hampering DFW’s construction industry to the tune of 25,000 to 35,000
missing workers, opportunities for graduates will be plentiful.
"I recently met with these students while providing a guest lecture on
the demands our fast growing region is placing on the construction
industry. I wish I was speaking to a stadium full of students who shared
their interest. However, sharing an hour with them left me most excited
about the quality of who is about to join our industry and optimistic that
others will follow," said Phil Crone, Dallas BA's executive officer.
One of those students, Ashley Lake, entered the industry out of necessity.
She’s now focused on finally reaching her goal of making it a career.
“I started working with my dad when I was 15, doing paint, concrete,
drywall, flooring – tile and laminate – and many more odd jobs,” Ashley
said. “At first, my dad made me work, but eventually I developed a love
for it. My goal is to get my degree and a job with a good company. I’ve
had this goal in mind since I was 17.”
These young men and women will play a major role in building the
homes and offices for more than 3.5 million people who are expected to
call Collin County home by 2050. In order to succeed at doing this, they
need the mentorship of current industry leaders.

2017 recipient Donnie Evans of Altura Homes presented the award to this year's winner,
John Todd of Elite Remodeling.

John Todd Is Dallas Builders
Association's 2018 Prather Award Honoree
The Dallas Builders Association has awarded the 2018 Hugh Prather
Trophy to John Todd of Elite Remodeling. The award is the highest honor
bestowed by the association and has been presented annually for the
past 68 years to a builder, remodeler or developer member who has
done the most for the betterment of the North Texas region.
The 2018 presentation was made during the Dallas BA’s Leadership
Retreat held Oct. 25.
The award was named for the association’s first president, Hugh Prather,
in hopes that his principles would serve as a guide for future generations
of builders. It is not meant to be simply a “Builder of the Year” Award, but
something more that reflects credit to the building industry.
Past recipients include home building icons such as Dave Fox, W.W.
Caruth Jr., Bob Folsom, Fred Roach, Kent Conine, Tommy Ford, George
Lewis and Harold Pollman.
2017 Prather recipient Donnie Evans of Altura Homes presented the award.
John Todd is a strong supporter of numerous charitable efforts, the
Dallas BA and the housing industry as a whole. He has been a very active
member for 14 years and was elected an Honored Life Director in 2016.
Todd not only donates materials to local community organizations, but
also offers donations in his clients’ names, regularly contributing funds to
Genesis Women’s Shelter, City Place and The Small World Charity.
Todd organized a bathroom remodel at no cost for a disabled veteran
who needed accessibility. He also organized a kitchen remodel — again
at no cost — for Frisco Family Services, a local organization that helps
individuals facing hunger, homelessness and other urgent needs.
TexasBuilders.org
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Angelique Roman

Henry Tinajero

Ray Adauto

Sam Shallenberger

El Paso Association of Builders Installs New Leadership, Announces Recognitions
The El Paso Association of Builders was

secretary, owner of DRE Engineering, an

The annual event was held on December

formed in 1946 and is entering its 73rd

engineering and development company.

7 and included special awards to several

year of service and fraternity. As one

Rounding out the executive committee

outstanding members. Edmundo Dena,

of the oldest affiliated members of the

is newly installed Associate Vice President

immediate past president was named

National Association of Home Builders,

Luis Rosas from HUB International, a multi-

EPAB Member of the Year. Angelique

the association has new leadership at the

line insurance company. Ray Adauto

Roman,

executive board level. Sergio Cuartas, a

enters his 16th year as the executive vice

at Sierra Title, was named Associate

native of Colombia, and a U.S. Navy veteran

president. The installing officer was El

Member of the Year. A special Lifetime of

is president for 2019. He is the owner/

Paso member and Texas Association of

Service Award, the Chaney-Shallenberger

president of BIC Homes of El Paso. He is

Builders Vice President Randy Bowling of

Award was presented to Henry Tinajero,

joined by newly installed Vice President

Tropicana Homes. The EPAB 2019 Board

senior

Edgar Garcia, owner of Bella Vista Custom

of Directors took the oath of office during

Construction Lending at WestStar Bank.

Homes, and Sal Masoud as incoming

the event as well.

Sam Shallenberger, Morrison Supply's

commercial

vice

escrow

president,

officer

Residential

builder sales manager was awarded a Life
Member award, joining just seven others
in the association's history.
The El Paso Association of Builders was
named one of the top four associations
in the country by the NAHB in part for
increasing membership by over 140% in
2018. “We are proud to grow but we’re
really happy to have more engaged
members now than in the past,” said Ray
Adauto. “Our board has grown enough
to require bylaw changes to allow for an
increase in board of directors members,
a great problem to have,” he continued.
The El Paso AB is now over 300 members
strong. “We may not be the biggest,
but we have a great group of young
entrepreneurs

along

with

seasoned

veterans,” President Cuartas said.
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At Acme there’s more in
store for you than great
brick and stone products.
Your Acme Brick showroom is the place for fine outdoor living
and remodeling products.

For your remodeling needs we offer:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Beautiful Acme thinBRIK to easily create dramatic interior walls.
Highly efficient fireplace inserts and surrounds
Beautiful and secure iron entry doors
Glass block installation systems and glass block
Ceramic and porcelain tile
Wood flooring

Advertorial
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New BarnCraft Rolling
Door Designs for 2019
GlassCraft Door Company
introduces many new designs for
its 2019 BarnCraft Rolling Doors &
Hardware Collection, including the
new Chevron design. This design
which is part of BarnCraft’s MDF
Series is made of high-quality solid
medium fiber board material that
produces a durable, heavier, more
stable door compared to other
barn doors in the market. New
finish options, hardware, and door
designs will also be available with
the launch of the 2019 BarnCraft
catalog. Join GlassCraft for the
unveiling at the 2019 IBS Expo in
Vegas, Booth# C8437 Central Hall.
About GlassCraft Door Company:
GlassCraft Door Company® is
an award winning manufacturer
of wood, composite and steel
entry doors for the residential building market. Founded in 1977 based on strong principles of quality,
craftsmanship and service, GlassCraft has since grown into one of the country’s Top Door Manufacturers
with 210,000 sq. ft facility and nationwide distribution. GlassCraft has received multiple patents and
awards for its product innovation. GlassCraft offers the following product lines: WoodCraft mahogany
& knotty alder entry doors, FiberCraft composite entry doors, Buffalo Forge ThermaPlus steel entry doors
with thermal break, and the BarnCraft rolling doors and hardware. Visit www.glasscraft.com for details.
Visit www.glasscraft.com for details.

For outdoor living:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Outdoor fireplaces and fire pits
Complete outdoor kitchens and surrounds
Pizza ovens
Handsome masonry pavers
Top quality standalone grills
Durable masonry retaining-wall units

Find the products you want and the expertise
you need at any of our 21 Texas showrooms
or visit brick.com.
TexasBuilders.org
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