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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTARY

by SUSAN WRIGHT, TAB President

Congratulations on a Remarkable Week!

I can’t begin to express how exciting it was 

to see everyone at the Sunbelt Builders 

Show™ and the Texas Association of 

Builders (TAB) summer meetings in July. It 

was incredible to watch the trade show floor 

come to life after having last year’s event 

canceled due to the pandemic. I am proud 

to report that our special events hit near- 

record high attendance. Combined, all three 

social events raised more than $100,000 

to benefit the Texas Builders Foundation, 

HOMEPAC and TAB.

In addition, TAB committee meetings 

were productive and engaging, and all 

the education sessions on the Show 

floor were well attended and are avail-

able on TAB’s YouTube Channel at  

www.youtube.com/TexasBuilders.

Between TAB meetings, the trade show, 

the special events, visiting with old friends 

and building new relationships, it was a very 

busy and beneficial week for everyone. The 

entire membership of TAB owes a debt of 

gratitude to the Sunbelt Builders Show™ 

Committee Co-chairs Tiffany Acree and 

Erin Wright. The many volunteer hours they 

spent were evident during the great week 

in Dallas. Thank you!

Our next big event will be on Wednesday, 

Nov. 3 at the JW Marriott Austin when we 

celebrate TAB’s 75th Anniversary, taking place 

during the Texas Housing Hall of Honor and 

Excellence in Leadership Dinner.

Finally, I want to encourage our builder mem-

bers to purchase TAB’s new 2021-2023 Texas 

Residential Construction Contracts that were 

released on Sept. 1. These contracts could 

save you thousands of dollars, and they reflect 

any legislative changes that occurred during 

the 87th Legislative Session.

I look forward to celebrating with you in Austin 

in November! 

This issue of Texas Builder is packed full 

of the many events that have hap-

pened over the last several months.

There’s a recap of the 87th Regular Texas 

Legislative Session that ended on Memorial 

Day. TAB had a very successful session, and 

we are happy to report on all our wins begin-

ning on page 30. Governor Abbott called 

a 30-day special session of the legislature 

that began on July 8. Only the governor 

can call a special session, and only he can 

determine the issues that will be covered. 

TAB kept its members apprised of the topics 

that were debated during the first called 

special session, and we anticipate that a 

second special session will be called this fall 

to address redistricting and the appropri-

ation of federal stimulus funds. As always, 

we will continue to keep you up-to-date on 

legislative activities and actions.

The Texas Builders Foundation held its inau-

gural golf tournament, the TBF Open, on 

July 12 at Cowboys Golf Club in Grapevine, 

Texas. We sold out — 144 players or 36 

teams — three weeks before the tourna-

ment was held, and all of the sponsorship 

opportunities were purchased in record 

time. I want to thank everyone who was a 

sponsor, purchased a team or played in the 

tournament. It was a great start to a great 

week, and we look forward to holding the 

second annual TBF Open next year.

THANK YOU TAB SUMMER BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING SPONSORS

by SCOTT NORMAN, TAB CEO/Executive Director

The Hits Just Keep On Coming!

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

This issue also contains the fifth installment 

of TAB’s 75th Anniversary Diamond Jubilee 

series that highlights some of the thousands 

of members and hundreds of accomplish-

ments of the association. As I look back on 

how far we have come and how successful 

we have been as an organization, I am again 

reminded of how fortunate I am to be a part 

of such a great industry and team of almost 

10,000 members.

I hope that you had a good summer, and 

I look forward to seeing you at TAB’s fall 

meetings in November in Austin. 
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STAR AWARDS173 Star    Awards
The 2021 Star Awards ceremony was live and in person! 

We welcomed back our 2020 Dallas co-emcees Jenny Anchondo, TV news journalist/Second 
Shot Podcast host and media personality Amy Vanderoef. The duo presented and recog-
nized our 173 award victors on Thursday, July 15 at the Dallas Hilton Anatole. All the winners 
were recognized for their outstanding work as builders, remodelers, architects, designers, 
developers and sales, marketing and construction professionals in Texas.

Texans are notorious for taking pride in their work, and that is evident in the over 700 entries 
that were submitted this year to our esteemed out-of-state panel of nine judges. This year’s 
entries included a broader range of projects and price points, as evidenced by the number 
of grand awards that were presented. Congratulations to all the finalists and winners!

HANDED OUT LIVE

CUSTOM BUILDER GRAND AWARD UNDER $1M 
Zander Homes  

Houston, Texas | Greater Houston Builders Association

CUSTOM BUILDER GRAND AWARD $1M - 2M 
Anderson Fine Homes  

Lubbock, Texas |  
West Texas Home Builders Association

CUSTOM BUILDER GRAND AWARD OVER $3M 
Homes by J. Anthony  

Lucas, Texas | Dallas Builders Association

2021 Star Awards Winners 
2021 GRAND AWARD WINNERS
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STAR AWARDS

REMODELER GRAND AWARD UNDER $150K 
Ashwood Designs and Custom Homes  

Houston, Texas |  
Greater Houston Builders Association

REMODELER GRAND AWARD OVER $150K 
Craftsmanship By John, Inc.  

Houston, Texas |  
Greater Houston Builders Association

VOLUME BUILDER GRAND AWARD,  
MEDIUM (100 - 299 HOME VOLUME) 

Mid Volume - Scott Felder Homes LLC  
Austin, Texas |  

Home Builders Association of Greater Austin

DEVELOPER GRAND AWARD 
The NRP Group  

San Antonio, Texas |  
Greater San Antonio Builders Association

VOLUME BUILDER GRAND AWARD, HIGH (300 OR MORE HOME VOLUME) 
High Volume - Empire Communities  

Austin, Texas | Home Builders Association of Greater Austin
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STAR AWARDS

ADAMS COMPANY LLC, AUSTIN 
Remodeler 

• Best Bathroom Renovation ($50K - $75K) 

ALAIR HOMES, HOUSTON 
Custom Builder 

• Best Master Bathroom ($1M - $1.5M), Pebblebrook 
• Best Outdoor Living Space ($1M - $1.5M), Pebblebrook 
• Best New Custom Home ($1M - $1.5M), Pebblebrook

ALAIR HOMES WITH OZ INTERIORS, HOUSTON 
Custom Builder 

• Best Overall Interior Design ($1M - $1.5M), Pebblebrook

ALAIR HOMES WITH THE DESIGN FIRM, HOUSTON 
Remodeler  

• Best Specialty Room ($50K - $75K), Robinhood

ANDERSON FINE HOMES, LUBBOCK 
Custom Builder 

• Best Outdoor Living Space ($1.5M - $2M) 
• Best 2020 Parade of Homes™/Showcase Home (Over $1M) 

• Best Specialty Room ($1.5M - $2M) 
• Best New Custom Home ($1.5M - $2M)

ARTAVIA BY AIRIA  
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, HOUSTON 

Developer  

• Best Email Message 

ASHTON GRAY DEVELOPMENT | SVAG, SUGAR LAND 
Custom Builder 

• Best Kitchen ($1.5M - $2M), Kipling 
• Best Architectural Design ($1.5M - $2M), Kipling

ASHWOOD DESIGNS & CUSTOM HOMES, HOUSTON 
Remodeler  

• Best Kitchen Renovation ($75K - $100K), Maplewood 
• Best Kitchen Renovation ($100K - $125K), Bellaire 

• Best Email Message 

B SMART BUILDERS, BENBROOK 
Remodeler  

• Best Specialty Room ($25K - $50K),  
Adventure Sleepin' Bunkroom

BAT CITY BUILDERS LLC, AUSTIN 
Remodeler 

• Best Bathroom Renovation ($75K - $100K)

BETENBOUGH HOMES, LUBBOCK 
• Best Billboard 

BETTIS CONSTRUCTION, FORT WORTH 
Remodeler  

• Best Special Project - Non-Residence Family Chapel 
• Best Addition ($200K - $500K), Waltrip

BRILLIANT HOME BUILDERS, GRAPEVINE 
Custom Builder 

• Best Specialty Room ($500K - $750K), Pocket Office 

BRYSON BY JOHNSON DEVELOPMENT, LEANDER 
Developer  

• Best Sales Brochure - The Farmhouse Journal 
• Best Special Promotion Summertime Triple Scoop 

• Best Special Event Furever Home Tour

CAROTHERS EXECUTIVE HOMES, BELTON 
Volume Builder 

• Best Product Design ($250K - $300K), Torino 
• Best 2020 Parade of Homes™/Showcase Home (Under $250k)

CASON GRAYE HOMES, BELLAIRE 
Custom Builder 

• Best Architectural Design ($250K - $500K), Jitterbug 
• Best Overall Interior Design ($250K - $500K), Jitterbug 

• Best Specialty Room ($250K - $500K), Jitterbug 
• Best New Custom Home ($250K - $500K), Jitterbug

CHAIRMA DESIGN GROUP, HOUSTON 
Remodeler 

• Best Specialty Room ($75K - $100K), Gibson 
Associate 

• Best Sales Brochure 

CHAMPION 1 BUILDERS, AMARILLO 
Custom Builder  

• Best Outdoor Living Space ($500K - $750K), Wesley

CHRIS SANDLIN HOMES, DALLAS 
Custom Builder 

• Best Kitchen ($250K - $500K), Valley Ridge

CKC CUSTOM HOMES, SAN ANTONIO 
Custom Builder  

• Best Specialty Room ($750K - $1M), Canyons

CLM MORTGAGE, INC., HOUSTON 
• Mortgage Industry Professional of the Year - Dena Miller

COUTO HOMES, INC., GRANBURY 
Volume Builder  

• Best Semi-Custom Home Mahan  
• Best Product Design ($300K - $400K), Upper Lakes 

• Best Bathroom Design ($500K - $750K), Tribble 
• Best Showroom / Sales Center 

• Best 2020 Parade of Homes™/Showcase Home ($500K - $750K)

CRAFTSMANSHIP BY JOHN, INC., HOUSTON 
Remodeler 

• Best Kitchen Renovation (Over $750K), Piney Point 
• Best Whole House Renovation (Over $2M), Piney Point 

• Best Website - www.craftsmanshipbyjohn.com

ECHO CUSTOM HOMES, HOUSTON 
Custom Builder  

• Best Kitchen ($500K - $750K), Modern Garden Oaks 
• Best Living Room ($250K - $500K), Modern Oak Forest 
• Best Master Bathroom ($250K - $500K), Modern Voight 

• Best Master Bathroom ($750K - $1M), Modern Sue 
• Best Master Bedroom ($500K - $750K), Modern Garden Oaks 

• Best Architectural Design ($500K - $750K), Modern Garden Oaks 
• Best New Custom Home ($500K - $750K), Modern Garden Oaks 

Remodeler 

• Best Kitchen Renovation ($25K - $50K), Modern

EMPIRE COMMUNITIES, AUSTIN 
Volume Builder 

• Best Digital Marketing Campaign New Home Gift Shop 
(Austin/San Antonio) 

• Best Digital Marketing Campaign - Home Reimagined 
• Best Direct Mail Piece - Live Beautifully 

• Best Website - www.empirecommunities.com

ESPERANZA HOMES - AD AGENCY SMARTTOUCH® 
INTERACTIVE, AUSTIN 

Volume Builder 

• Best Email Message  
• Best Online Advertisement 

GARNER HOMES, BOERNE 
Custom Builder  

• Best Living Room ($2M - $3M), 77 Project 
• Best Outdoor Living Space ($2M - $3M), 77 Project 
• Best Overall Interior Design ($2M - $3M), 77 Project 

• Best Print Ad - Cordillera Ranch 
• Best Sales Brochure - Cordillera Ranch 

• Best Direct Mail Piece - Christmas 
• Best Website - www.garnerhomes.com

GEHAN HOMES, ADDISON 
• Construction Superintendent of the Year - Michael Ciocan 

Volume Builder 

• Best Bathroom Design (Under $250K),  
St. Augustine Meadows - The Princeton 
• Best Kitchen Design (Under $250K),  

St. Augustine Meadows - The Princeton 
• Best Kitchen Design ($250K - $500K),  
Mostyn Manor Reserve - The Monarch 

• Best Product Design (Under $250K), Legend Point - The Avalon

Winners
BY COMPANY
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GIDDENS HOMES, LEANDER 
Volume Builder 

• Best Product Design ($500K - $750K), San Simeon

GRAND CENTRAL PARK COMMUNITY BY  
JOHNSON DEVELOPMENT, CONROE 

Developer 

• Best Direct Mail Piece Spring

GRAND HOMES, ADDISON 
Volume Builder 

• Best Interior Merchandising ($750K - $1M), Wellspring 
• Best Interior Merchandising ($1M - $1.5M), Gr Avery II - Int 

• Best Product Design ($750K - $1M), Gr Heritage - Arch 
• Best Product Design ($1M - $1.5M), Gr Avery II - Arch

HARVEST GREEN BY  
JOHNSON DEVELOPMENT, RICHMOND 

Developer  

• Best Overall Community more than 600 Acres 

HOMES BY J. ANTHONY, LUCAS 
• Sales Manager of the Year - Casey Gerwer 

• Best Poolscape - Individual Residence, Jan Marie 
• Best Landscape Design - Individual Residence, Blondy Jhune 

Custom Builder  

• Best Master Bathroom ($2M - $3M), Jan Marie 
• Best Master Bedroom ($2M - $3M), Blondy Jhune 

• Best Online Advertisement 

HOT ON! HOMES, CARROLLTON 
• Best Television Commercial - J. Anthony Basement Segment

HRS BUILD, DALLAS 
Remodeler 

• Best Bathroom Renovation (Under $25K), East Dallas

HUFFINES COMMUNITIES, DALLAS 
• Best Poolscape for a Community Inspiration 

Developer 

• Best Community Club House Inspiration 
Multifamily 

• Best Architectural - Design Hebron 121 
• Best Overall Interior Design for Community Space - Hebron 121 

• Best Multifamily Complex - Hebron 121 
• Best Overall Interior Merchandising of a Model - Harmony 

• Best Community Site Plan - Harmony

KC CUSTOM HOMES, NEW BRAUNFELS 
Custom Builder 

• Best 2020 Parade of Homes™/Showcase Home ($500K - $1M)

KENT MOORE CABINETS, BRYAN 
Associate 

• Best Showroom / Sales Center Ft. Worth Design Center

KIMBERLITE HOMES, VICTORIA 
Custom Builder 

• Best Specialty Room ($1M - $1.5M) 

LAUGHLIN HOMES & RESTORATION, INC., 
FREDERICKSBURG 
Custom Builder 

• Best Living Room ($1M - $1.5M), The Tree House 
Remodeler 

• Best Historic Renovation ($300K - $400K), Road Rock House 
• Best Whole House Renovation ($300K - $400K), Road Rock House

LINGENFELTER CUSTOM HOMES, FLOWER MOUND 
Custom Builder 

• Best Kitchen ($750K - $1M), Chestnut 
• Best Master Bathroom ($1.5M - $2M), Emerald Sound

MATT SNELLER CUSTOM HOMES  
AND REMODELING AND CHAIRMA  

DESIGN GROUP, HOUSTON 
Remodeler 

• Best Whole House Renovation ($1M - $1.25M) 
• Best Addition (Over $1M)

MATTERN & FITZGERALD  
CUSTOM BUILDERS, BOERNE 

Custom Builder 

• Best Living Room ($750K - $1M)

MB SENTINEL ENTERPRISES LLC, STEPHENVILLE 
Associate 

• Best Product The Box Gobbler

METROPOLITAN CUSTOM HOMES, AUSTIN 
Custom Builder 

• Best Architectural Design ($2M - $3M)  
• Best New Custom Home ($2M - $3M) 

MORNING STAR BUILDERS AND  
CHAIRMA DESIGN GROUP, HOUSTON 

Custom Builder 

• Best Overall Interior Design ($1.5M - $2M), Ambrose 
• Best Master Bedroom ($1.5M - $2M), Ambrose 

• Best Living Room ($1.5M - $2M), Ambrose

NEEZO STUDIOS, MISSISSAUGA, ONTARIO 
Associate 

• Best Business Solution - Red Carpet VIP VR - Illumina 
• Best Digital Marketing Campaign - The Stanley District

NOVAK BROTHERS BY AGENCY SMARTTOUCH® 
INTERACTIVE, AUSTIN 

Custom Builder 

• Best Email Message - Build On Your Lot

ON POINT CUSTOM HOMES, HOUSTON 
Custom Builder 

• Best Outdoor Living Space ($750K - $1M), South

ON-TARGET!, HOUSTON 
Associate  

• Best Website - www.www.centricfiber.com

PAMELA HOPE DESIGNS AND  
STEVEN ALLEN DESIGNS, HOUSTON 

Remodeler  

• Best Bathroom Renovation ($25K - $50K), Sleek

PHILLIP THOMPSON CUSTOM HOMES, MCKINNEY 
Custom Builder 

• Best Kitchen ($2M - $3M) 

POMONA BY AD AGENCY SMARTTOUCH® 
INTERACTIVE, AUSTIN 

Developer 

• Best Online Advertisement 

PREMIER REMODELING &  
CONSTRUCTION, HOUSTON 

Remodeler 

• Best Kitchen Renovation ($150K - $250K), Pinewood

RAVENNA HOMES, CYPRESS 
Volume Builder 

• Best Kitchen Design ($500K - $750K)

ROBARE CUSTOM HOMES, SAN ANTONIO 
Custom Builder 

• Best Master Bedroom ($750K - $1M), Parade

ROC HOMES TEXAS, LTD., HOUSTON 
Custom Builder 

• Best Master Bedroom ($250K - $500K), Bourbon

SANDLIN HOMES, NORTH RICHLAND HILLS 
Volume Builder  

• Best Product Design ($400K - $500K), Prairie Oaks

SCHERTZ 1518, SAN ANTONIO 
Developer 

• Best Print Ad 

SCOTT FELDER HOMES, AUSTIN 
• Online Sales Person of the Year - Cathy Sanders 
• On-Site Sales Person of the Year - Keith Johnson 

Volume Builder 

• Best Interior Merchandising ($250K - $500K), Cameron

SHEA HOMES, HOUSTON 
Volume Builder 

• Best Interior Merchandising ($500k - $750K), Plan 6015 
• Specialty Feature/Room Plan 5029 

• Best Bathroom Design ($250K - $500K), Plan 5050

SMARTTOUCH® INTERACTIVE, AUSTIN 
Associate  

• Best Email Message - GEO Look Back

STERLING CUSTOM HOMES, AUSTIN 
Custom Builder 

• Best Master Bedroom ($1M - $1.5M), Parade

TAG & ASSOCIATES LLC, CARROLLTON 
• Design Professional of the Year - Tag Gilkeson

TAURUS INVESTMENT HOLDINGS, ADDISON 
Developer 

• Best Showroom / Sales Center 

TEXAS CUSTOM PATIOS, HOUSTON 
Remodeler 

• Best Outdoor Living Space - Pebblebrook
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STAR AWARDS

TEXAS ELITE CUSTOM HOMES, KLEIN 
Custom Builder 

• Best Master Bathroom ($500K - $750K), Bobcat Trail 
Remodeler  

• Best Whole House Renovation ($650K - $800K), Sagittarius 
• Best Addition ($125K - $150K), Margerstadt

TEXMOD HOMES, TROPHY CLUB 
Remodeler 

• Best Addition ($500K - $750K), Naughton 
• Best Bathroom Renovation (Over $100K), Jenkins 

• Best Overall Interior Design ($500K - $750K), Naughton

THE HOWARD HUGHES COMPANY -  
BRIDGELAND, CYPRESS 

• Marketing Professional of the Year - Lona Shipp 
• Realtor of the Year - Shelley Cooley,  

EXP The Franklin Team 

THE LOOKOUT GROUP, LEANDER 
• Best Overall Community 51 Acres - 299 Acres 

THE NRP GROUP, CLEVELAND, OH 
Developer 

• Best Overall Community up to 50 Acres Knoll 
• Best Website - www.knollaustin.com

THE SCHRADER GROUP, SAN ANTONIO 
• Associate Professional of the Year - Andrea Alejandro

TRADITIONAL CLASSIC HOMES LLC, RICHARDSON 
Remodeler 

• Best Whole House Renovation ($200K - $300K), The Meadow 
• Best Front Elevation - The Meadow

TRINITY FALLS BY  
JOHNSON DEVELOPMENT, MCKINNEY 

Developer  

• Best Digital Marketing Campaign - Dream It. Design It.

UNIONMAIN HOMES, DALLAS 
• Best Promotional 30-60 Second Video 

USI DESIGN & REMODELING, GRAND PRAIRIE 
Remodeler  

• Best Whole House Renovation ($500K - $650K), Iroquois 

VE LUXURY HOMES, NEW BRAUNFELS 
Custom Builder 

• Best Living Room ($500K - $750K), Belle Oaks 
• Best Specialty Room ($2M - $3M), Hill Country Soft

VICK CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING,  
SUGAR LAND 
Remodeler  

• Best Kitchen Renovation ($125K - $150K), Brooks

VIRIDIAN BY JOHNSON DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION, ARLINGTON 

Developer 

• Best Community Amenity - Magnolia Lifestyle Center

WESTON DEAN CUSTOM HOME, SAN ANTONIO 
Custom Builder 

• Best Kitchen ($1M - 1.5M), Trinidad 
• Best Architectural Design ($1M - 1.5M), Trinidad

WOODFOREST BY  
JOHNSON DEVELOPMENT, MONTGOMERY 

• Best Radio Commercial - I Spy Parade Of Homes 
• Best Special Event - Merry & Bright Tour of Lights

WOODTRACE BY FRIENDSWOOD  
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, HOUSTON 

Developer  

• Best Overall Community 300 Acres - 599 Acres 

WRIGHT-BUILT LLC, HAWKINS 
Custom Builder  

• Best 2020 Parade of Homes™/Showcase Homes (Under $250K)

ZANDER HOMES, HOUSTON 
Custom Builder 

• Best Architectural Design ($750K - $1M), Rollingwood 
• Best Overall Interior Design ($750K - $1M), Rollingwood 

• Best New Custom Home ($750K - $1M), Rollingwood
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Thank You 2021 STAR  
AWARDS SPONSORS
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by DONNIE EVANS, HOMEPAC Board of Trustees Chair

A lways entertaining, HOMEPAC FUNdango is in the books. 
This year’s tailgating-themed event was hosted in con-
junction with the Sunbelt Builders Show™ in July. More 

than 200 people attended the HOMEPAC fundraiser that was hosted 
at the Hilton Anatole in Dallas.

During the Seventh Annual Statewide Washers Championship, 
seven teams from across Texas competed for the coveted title. 
Each team won their local HBA’s competition. In addition, we 
watched 30 teams battle it out in the Buy-In Tournament.

The Statewide Washers Championship title went to Dennis McMillin 
and Travis McMillin of the Greater Brazos Valley Builders Associa-
tion. The father and son team won matching belt buckles and will 
be owners of the traveling championship trophy for the next year. 
The hardware was provided by the tournament sponsor Trus Joist® 
by Weyerhaeuser.

FUNdango is always a great opportunity to network among mem-
bers and sponsors.

2021 Statewide Washers Championship Results
1st place: Dennis McMillin and Travis McMillin, Greater Brazos Valley 
Builders Association

2nd place: Trey Summers and Steven Emerson, Coastal Bend Home 
Builders Association 

3rd place: Jake Montgomery and Matt Barnett, Greater Fort Worth 
Builders Association 

After a close final round, Derek Smith and Troy Platt captured the 
Buy-In Tournament crown.

2021 Washers Buy-In Tournament
1st place: Derek Smith and Troy Platt

2nd place: Anthony Kay and Brian Bahe 

3rd place: Will Noel and Jeff Calvert

TAILGATING

2021 BUY-IN WASHERS CHAMPIONS

DEREK SMITH AND TROY PLATT

2021 STATEWIDE WASHERS CHAMPIONS

DENNIS MCMILLIN AND TRAVIS MCMILLIN

GREATER BRAZOS VALLEY BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

Keeping housing affordable is our goal, so my challenge to 
each of you is to show your support and commitment by 
becoming a Key member of HOMEPAC. As a Key member 
of HOMEPAC, you will be strengthening the backbone of 
TAB’s political action committee.

 HOMEPAC Keys Levels
 Capitol Club $ 5,000 annually

 Diamond Key $ 3,000 annually

 Platinum Key $ 1,500 annually

 Gold Key $ 1,000 annually

 Silver Star $ 500 annually

 Lone Star $ 250 annually

HOMEPAC is the registered, non-partisan, political action committee of 

the Texas Association of Builders. All decisions to support a legislative 

candidate are made by the HOMEPAC Board of Trustees.

AT THEF UNdango!

HOMEPAC KEYS LEVELS
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Thank you to everyone who attended and competed in the wash-
ers tournaments. We had fun with a purpose. This event benefits 
an important cause, HOMEPAC, the political action committee of 
the Texas Association of Builders. It’s important that HOMEPAC 
is well-funded for the upcoming campaign season. Your contri-
bution to HOMEPAC gives TAB the ability to support pro-housing 
candidates in Texas who are running for office.

We look forward to our next get-together during the fall Board 
of Directors meetings in Austin. In November, we will induct our 
Texas Housing Hall of Honor Class of 2020, install our 2022 Senior 
Leadership Board and honor our 2021 “Of the Year” Award win-
ners. We will also be hosting our very popular Silent Auction to 
help raise funds for HOMEPAC. Until then, you can visit our website 
at www.texasbuilders.org/government-affairs/homepac.html 
to donate to our efforts to keep housing affordable in Texas. 

Donnie Evans currently serves as the volunteer chair of 
the HOMEPAC Board of Trustees and is on TAB’s Senior 
Leadership team as first vice president/secretary. He is a 
division president with Altura Homes, in Rockwall, Texas.

Political ad paid for by HOMEPAC of Texas Inc., M. Scott 
Norman, Jr. Treasurer. HOMEPAC represents your political interests at the state 
level and is prohibited by law from donating to federal campaigns. Corporate 
donations are not accepted. Contributions are not deductible for federal income 
tax purposes. Contributions to the Texas Association of Builders HOMEPAC are 
voluntary and are used for political purposes.



Exclusive discounts that benefit you,  
your business and your family.

nahb.org/Savings
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ON COUNCIL

W ith the 2021 87th Regular Leg-
islative Session over and done, 
it’s that time of the biennium 

when TAB updates its residential construc-
tion contracts package (which includes all 
related addenda and agreements) to reflect 
legislative changes, case law, new regula-
tory requirements and updated contract 
principles. The contracts package is a tre-
mendous value for builders, a great benefit 
for TAB members and a significant revenue 
generator for TAB and the local HBAs. Unlike 
other national and state contracts packages, 
the TAB contracts package includes legis-
latively mandated requirements particular 
to Texas, the absence of which could result 
in dire consequences for your business. 
Buy the contracts package that complies 
with Texas law.

By purchasing a two-year subscription for 
only $399.99 plus tax, you gain the peace of 
mind that normally comes with thousands 
of dollars in legal fees. Available only to 
builder/remodeler members of the Texas 
Association of Builders, TAB’s contracts 
package subscription is your blueprint for 
typical construction and remodeling trans-
actions in the State of Texas, and includes 
any needed updates that may occur during 
the 2021 to 2023 cycle.

The new package will significantly modify the 
disclosure provisions, materials escalation 
clause, termination by builder procedures, 
arbitration provisions, insurance require-
ments, definition of construction costs, 
indemnity obligations, repurchase election 

remedy by builder, change in water table 
disclosure, operation and maintenance 
requirements for certain delivery systems, 
third-party inspection liability and waiver 
of subrogation clauses. The end result is 
that the contracts are more comprehensive 
than ever.  Additionally, the Change Review 
Group, which is tasked with updating the 
Express Home Warranty, has amended that 
important document to better reflect cur-
rent building practices.

Once again, the Contracts Committee and 
Change Review Group members should 
be commended for doing an outstanding 
job in updating the contracts and express 
home warranty in a timely manner to deliver 
the new package by Sept 1. We’d like to 
take this opportunity to discuss the impor-
tance of adhering to the user agreement 
all members agree upon when purchasing 
the contracts. This agreement requires 
that you will not use, modify, change, alter, 
reproduce, assign, transfer, copy or other-
wise distribute the contracts documents 
for any purpose other than in connection 
with a transaction or proposed transaction 
to which you are or may be a party. Apart 
from serving as a valuable member bene-
fit at an outstanding price, the contracts 
produce much-needed revenue to both 
your local home builders association and 
TAB. By becoming a member of your local 
HBA and TAB, you have taken a conscious 
step to raise the bar for our industry. We 
ask that you honor that commitment and 
keep this bar high by not violating the user 

agreement. Violating the agreement results 
in a loss of much-needed revenue to your 
local home builders association and TAB.

Also, it is of great importance to attend your 
local presentation on the TAB contracts 
package to fully understand the proper 
use of the forms and to get answers to your 
questions as a builder on implementation 
to your business. Many of the local associa-
tions have already scheduled these classes 
for early fall 2021. Please contact your local 
association for specific dates and times.

To purchase the updated 2021-2023 con-
tracts package, please visit www.texas-
builders.org. Act now to get the package 
for only $399.99 plus tax. With 10 residential 
construction/remodeling contracts, as well 
as the more than 50 related addenda and 
subcontractor agreements, the package is a 
fantastic value to members and one of the 
many great member benefits of our organi-
zation. As always, the subscription includes 
any needed updates that may occur during 
the two-year cycle. 

Established in 1985, Bush Rudnicki 

Shelton was built on commitment to the 

building industry. We strive for 

excellence in our work product and  

client service. James Rudnicki (top 

photo) and Don Shelton (bottom photo) 

have expanded the firm to represent 

clients throughout Texas, New Mexico 

and Oklahoma with offices in Arlington, 

Austin and Houston.

R E V I S E D  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 3

TAB CONTRACTS
by JAMES RUDNICKI AND DON SHELTON, Contracts Committee Members
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I F THE PANDEMIC TAUGHT US ANYTHING, IT TAUGHT US TO 

BE ADAPTABLE, FLEXIBLE AND OPEN TO RAPID CHANGE. IT 

TAUGHT US TO THINK OUTSIDE OF THE BOX AND BE INNOVATIVE 

IN HOW WE MANAGE OUR LIVES, OUR BUSINESSES AND OUR RELA-

TIONSHIPS. IT TAUGHT US THAT EVEN THOUGH THE RESIDENTIAL 

CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY WAS CONSIDERED ESSENTIAL, WE STILL 

HAD TO TAKE A DIFFERENT APPROACH TO HOW TO MANAGE OUR 

EMPLOYEES AND, ULTIMATELY, THE CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE.

SUNBELT

SUNBELT’S 
 20th Show

Celebrating
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SUNBELT

This also held true to hosting the Texas 
Association of Builders Summer Board of 
Directors meetings and celebrating the 20th 
Sunbelt Builders Show™, an event that’s 
been two years in the making.

The Sunbelt Committee and senior lead-
ership worked hard to organize the week-
long experiences safely and successfully at 
the Hilton Anatole in July. 173 companies 
filled the Trinity Expo Hall & Ballroom that 
hosted more than 2,400 registrants who 
came to Dallas for fellowship and to better 
their businesses.

The Show featured top suppliers and man-
ufacturers that showcased innovative and 

trending products. One of the best benefits 
of attending the Sunbelt Builders Show™ 
is that there are no events scheduled on 
top of trade show hours, giving everyone 
a committed block of time to source new 
products directly from exhibitors. There 
was no shortage of masks or hand sanitizers 
being given away as swag on the Show floor.

Exhibitors ranged from small companies 
with cool, new products to large established 
corporations that promoted new lines. The 
Show had 14 demonstrations and education 
sessions, which allowed builders to learn 
directly about products and topics that were 
important to them.

In addition to the Show floor, attendees 
enjoyed two keynote speakers and had an 
opportunity to attend the Builders’ Bash con-
cert headlined by Stoney LaRue. The concert 
benefited the Texas Builders Foundation.

Sunbelt opened with keynote speaker 
Kevin Brown on July 14. Brown delivered 
a powerful message on “The HERO Effect” 
and how we all have the ability to be a 
shining light in someone’s day and to make 
a positive impact professionally and within 
our community.
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He talked about overcoming adversity, 
dealing with change and creating a cul-
ture that drives organizational excellence 
and customer loyalty. Brown inspired and 
challenged the audience to show up every 
day and make a positive difference at work 
and in life!

TV personality and nationally syndicated 
radio host Bobby Bones and Dallas’ Joe 
Trahan of WFAA sat down for an hour-long 
Q&A Thursday morning. Bones and Trahan 
shared laughs with the audience as they 
talked about recent successes, failures and 
childhood struggles.

Bones admits that his charity choices are 
personal. He has raised millions of dollars 
for organizations such as St. Jude Children’s 
Hospital and is known for honoring our 
military service men, women and K-9s.

He shared his fear of heights and how he 
faced that by hanging over the ledge of the 
Grand Canyon during an episode on the 
“Breaking Bobby Bones” show. The Season 
27 Champion of ABC’s “Dancing With the 
Stars” also had the audience rolling when 
he talked about working at Hobby Lobby 
and his name tag, Hobby Lobby Bobby.

SUNBELT FUN FACTS:
2,400 Registered for the Show

1,500 Builders/Remodelers/Developers Attended

173 Companies On-Site

260 10’x10’ Booths Sold

92 Returning Companies from 2019

64 New Companies Exhibiting at the Show

14 Education & Demonstration Sessions (free)

17 Companies Returning to the Show After an Absence of Two or More Years

SUNBELT
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SUNBELT

T HE TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF BUILDERS (TAB) YOUNG 

PROFESSIONALS COUNCIL HOSTED ITS THIRD BUILDERS’ 

BASH CONCERT IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE ANNUAL 

SUNBELT BUILDERS SHOW™. THIS SOCIAL EVENT HAS BECOME 

VERY POPULAR, SELLING MORE THAN 500 TICKETS. IT’S A MUST-

ATTEND EVENT FOR THE SHOW’S OPENING NIGHT. 

On July 14 at the Hilton Anatole Dallas, Stoney LaRue, Lone Star-born and  
Oklahoma-raised, headlined the evening with his musical sweet spot of rock and twang 
for which LaRue has become known. For more than 20 years, he has transformed 
himself into an unlikely Renaissance man on the stage. 

He sang for nearly two hours and during the concert, attendees had the opportunity 
to network, dance, grab a drink or sit back and enjoy the music and fellowship.

Both keynote speakers drew large crowds 
that carried over to the trade show floor. 
Hundreds of Texas homebuilders visited 
with top vendors that provided hands-on 
demonstrations at their booths or in the 
demo area on the Show floor. Exhibitors 
also gained priceless face time and net-
working opportunities with top industry 
executives and decision-makers.

Whether you came to the Show to walk the 
expo hall, take in the education sessions 

or listen to the keynote speakers, you left 
invigorated and feeling confident in the 
future of the homebuilding industry.

We want to thank our Presenting Sponsors, 
James Hardie™ and StrucSure Home War-
ranty, as well as Great American Insurance 
Group for its Wednesday keynote sponsor-
ship. We also would like to extend a special 
thank you to all the sponsors listed on page 
25 and our exhibitors. Without everyone’s 
support, Sunbelt would not be possible. 

BUILDERS’ BASHRocked the House
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SUNBELT

This marks the seventh straight year that the Young Professionals (YP) Council has hosted a 
social event benefiting the Texas Builders Foundation. A total of almost $20,000 was raised 
to benefit the Foundation, thanks to the sponsors and attendees. The YP Council also 
recognized the award winners of the 2021 Excellence under 45 Awards. Congratulations to 
Joshua Correa, McCalle Fryar and Jon Loudermilk. Thank you, McCoy’s Building Supply, for 
your sponsorship. More information on the award and honorees can be found on page 34. 

YP Council is defined as professionals aged 45 and under who are members of TAB or 
employees of TAB members. 

This event would not have been possible without our sponsors. Thank you: Presenting 
Sponsors Fox Energy Specialists and StrucSure Home Warranty; Diamond Sponsor Lantrip’s 
Custom Homes; Gold Sponsor McCoy’s Building Supply; and Silver Sponsors Hogan Homes, 
Lorraine Urey, and Tyler Area Builders Association. 
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TAB CELEBRATION

75th Anniversary

IN 2021, THE TEXAS ASSOCIA-

TION OF BUILDERS IS CELE-

BRATING ITS 75TH ANNIVER-

SARY WITH A SIX-PART “DIAMOND 

JUBILEE” SERIES HIGHLIGHTING 

SOME OF THE THOUSANDS OF 

MEMBERS AND HUNDREDS OF 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE ASSO-

CIATION. ALTHOUGH WE CANNOT 

PROVIDE AN ALL-ENCOMPASSING 

ACCOUNT OF TAB’S 75 YEARS AS 

THE VOICE OF HOUSING IN TEXAS, 

WE HOPE THAT YOU WILL ENJOY 

THESE SNAPSHOTS OF  

OUR HISTORY.

2002
The Heart of Texas Builders Association (HOTBA) 
and the National Association of Home Builders 
(NAHB) sponsored a Habitat for Humanity home 
that was built in part by President George W. 
Bush and First Lady Laura Bush in Waco in 
August. Past TAB President and NAHB Treasurer 
Kent Conine of Dallas, HOTBA members and 
local volunteers also participated in the build. 
“We were thrilled to have the president helping 
us,” said Pat Hambrick, HOTBA president. “The 
goal of builders all over the country is to provide 
safe, affordable housing and to promote home-
ownership. Habitat does just that and helps 
people get into homes of their own.” (Today, 
TAB and the Home Builders Institute (HBI) are 
partners to provide grants to local HBAs to work 
with schools and organizations such as Habitat 
for Humanity to provide real-world, hands-on 
training while teaching HBI’s curriculum.)

TAB’s Star Awards celebrated its 10th anni-
versary in October.

2003
Mary Castetter joined the TAB team in Decem-
ber 2002 as administrative vice president, and 

2001
Chuck Dennis of Wichita Falls served as 
TAB’s 2001 president. His father, C.W.L. (Dub) 
Dennis, served as TAB’s president in 1963. 
This was the first time in the association’s 
history that a son of a past TAB president 
was elected to serve in the same position. 
(Dub Dennis would be inducted into the 
Texas Housing Hall of Honor in 2010.)

2001 marked the launch of the Sunbelt 
Builders Show™, held in San Antonio at 
the Henry B. Gonzales Convention Center, 
July 13-14. Ted Schlossman of Fort Worth 
served as chairman of the Sunbelt Builders 
Show™ Task Force. 

Scott Norman became the new legislative vice 
president in January 2003. They continue to 
serve TAB today: Mary as Senior Vice Pres-
ident for Administration, and Scott as the 
CEO/Executive Director.

Kent Conine of Dallas 
was installed as chair-
man of the National 
Association of Home 
Builders. He served as 
TAB’s president in 1996 
and was inducted into 
the Texas Housing Hall 
of Honor in 2010.

1997 TAB President 
Randy Neugebauer, a 
developer from Lub-
bock, was elected to the 
United States Congress 
in a special election in 
May. He served the 19th 
Congressional District 

until 2017. (Neugebauer was a 2009 Texas 
Housing Hall of Honor inductee.)

DIAMOND JUBILEE, PART 5 (2001 – 2010)

by LORRAINE UREY, Texas Association of Builders

KENT CONINE

PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH AND FIRST LADY LAURA BUSH PARTICIPATED “HANDS ON” AS PART 

OF THE HEART OF TEXAS BUILDERS ASSOCIATION'S INVOLVEMENT IN HABITAT FOR HUMANITY'S 

WORLD LEADERS BUILD.

RANDY NEUGEBAUER
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HB 730 – TAB’s  
Building Standards Initiative
The premier legislation initiated by TAB and 
passed by the 78th Legislature was House 
Bill 730, the Texas Residential Construction 
Commission Act. Language in HB 730 was 
proposed by TAB after a year-long study that 
examined every set of successful laws, rules, 
guidelines and standards in place across 
the country. Critical to the success of the 
program was the creation of the Texas Res-
idential Construction Commission (TRCC). 
The commission’s three responsibilities 
(with nine commissioners to be appointed 
by the governor) are to establish warranties 
and building and performance standards; 
register homebuilders; and oversee the 
state-sponsored inspection and dispute res-
olution process geared toward fixing homes 
quickly, efficiently and inexpensively. The 
bill was signed by Gov. Rick Perry on June 
20, 2003 and went into effect on Sept. 1, 
2003. TAB President Bob Garrett of Tyler said, 
“HB 730 is a well-reasoned, well-thought-
out and even-handed approach to solving 
home construction defects. In fact, it could 
easily be called the ‘Upholding the American 
Dream Bill.’”

Additionally, eight of TAB’s 10 priority bills 
passed, and 100% of bills that TAB actively 
opposed were defeated. The government 
relations team monitored over 1,000 bills 
of interest to the residential construction 
and land development industry.

Beginning in August, TAB held “Next Step” 
town hall meetings at each of the 31 local 
home builders associations to help builders 
and remodelers learn about the implemen-
tation of HB 730, what to do and how to stay 
in compliance with the Texas Residential 
Construction Commission Act before the 
registration period would begin in 2004.

2004
TAB moved into its new (and current) offices 
at 313 East 12th Street in Austin on Nov. 1. 
The building is a block away from the Texas 
Capitol and several state agencies, plac-
ing the association in the center of Texas 
legislative activity. “The proximity of the 
new office shows TAB’s level of engagement 
as a major player with the legislative and 
executive branches of government,” said 
Scott Norman, TAB’s (then) vice president 
of governmental affairs and general coun-
sel. “TAB strives to be actively engaged in 
the policy and regulatory discussions that 

are centered around the Capitol complex. 
Being in the middle of the complex helps 
us fulfill our goal.”

2005
At the International Builders Show® in 
Orlando in January, the NAHB Model Green 
Building Guidelines were unveiled. TAB Pres-
ident Ray Tonjes chaired the NAHB Green 
Building Subcommittee during the year-
long development process of the guide-
lines. “Green building is quickly transforming 
from a trend into a standard way of doing 
business for many in both the residential and 
commercial building industries,” said Tonjes. 

The first “Texas Reception at IBS” was held 
in Orlando. This has become an annual and 
much-anticipated event.

The 79th Regular Session concluded with 
numerous legislative victories for TAB. 
These included SB 574 and SB 848 which 
strengthened Texas’ “Vested Rights” law and 
provides protections from development rule 
changes once a project has begun. Another 
milestone legislative action was HB 2236 
which prohibited inclusionary zoning in 
Texas by governmental entities. In passing 
the bill, Texas became only the second state 
to ban the practice of local governments 
mandating a certain number of homes in 
a development be sold at below market 
values. Other legislative successes this ses-
sion included comprehensive reform of the 
Certificate of Convenience and Necessity 
(CCNs) statutes for water and wastewater 
service (HB 2876) to encourage additional 
water infrastructure development.

TEXAS
ASSOCIATION

BUILDERS

ARTICLE 

SPONSORED BY

2005, RAY TONJES

2003, HB 730 – TAB’S BUILDING STANDARDS INITIATIVE SIGNED INTO LAW BY GOVERNOR PERRY
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2006
The Texas Association of Builders’ Sunbelt 
Builders Show™ was named one of TSW Fast-
est 50 by Tradeshow Week Magazine. The 
award honors shows that experienced the 
greatest growth over the preceding three 
years. Sunbelt grew the trade show floor by 
69% from 2003 to 2006. “We are thrilled to 
be recognized by this year’s TSW Fastest 50,” 
said TAB President George Lewis of Dallas. 
“Not only will this award help launch our 
Show to the national level in recognizing 
the tremendous growth the SBS has devel-
oped in such a short amount of time, it also 
speaks volumes to the quality and talent of 
our Show.” 

2007
In May, TAB held a two-day statewide mem-
bership drive that grew the association by 21% 
with 2,403 new members added to our roster 
— bringing us to a total of 14,377 members. 
Texas came in first in the nation during the 
May national membership drive, with almost 
25% of the nation’s new members coming 
from Texas. Before the drive, TAB was the 
seventh largest HBA in the nation — this drive 
brought us up to third place.

A major legislative effort for TAB during the 
80th Legislative Session was the passage of 
HB 1038, which strengthened the Texas Resi-
dential Construction Commission (TRCC). The 
implementation of HB 1038 gave the TRCC 
more enforcement against registrants who do 
not comply with the TRCC Act and commission 
rules, while still allowing builders to operate 
their businesses without undue bureau-
cratic intervention. A continuing education 
requirement was also added, and the Sunbelt 

TAB CELEBRATION

Builders Show™ Education Conference, as 
well as statewide training initiatives through 
the HBAs, allowed our builder members to 
easily meet the new requirement.

2008
In January, TAB trademarked the phrase 
“Green is Mainstream.” Although “green 
building” was the buzz phrase of the decade, 
Texas builders have been constructing and 
remodeling homes using green elements for 
many years. TAB wanted to impress upon 
the public that its professional builder and 
remodeler members and their companies 
don’t follow current trends — they are in the 
forefront of incorporating the latest in building 
science and technology into their projects.

On July 31, history was made when EPA 
Region 6 Administrator Richard Greene 
publicly recognized the EPA, TCEQ and TAB 

for their stormwater training partnership 
with the signing of an unprecedented agree-
ment. The agreement, the first of its kind in 
the nation, was a result of a successful part-
nership to train Texas builders on stormwa-
ter compliance. Greene, TCEQ Area Director 
Brent Wade and TAB First Vice President 
Ron Connally of Amarillo represented the 
organizations at the signing ceremony that 
was held in Colleyville, Texas on the site 
of an under-construction “green-built” 
home. “Over 1,300 Texas builders have 
received stormwater compliance training. 
These training initiatives, developed by 
TAB in partnership with EPA and TCEQ, 
have helped to ensure that our builders 
are taking the necessary steps to prevent 
stormwater pollutions,” said Connally. 

The inaugural class of the Texas Housing 
Hall of Honor was inducted in November 
during TAB’s Excellence in Leadership Dinner. 
Inductees were: Jesse Baker, San Antonio; 
David Fox, Dallas; J.B. Sandlin, Fort Worth; 
and Herman Smith, Fort Worth. 

In 2008, M. Scott Norman, Jr. became the 
CEO/Executive Director of the Texas Asso-
ciation of Builders.

2008, L TO R TAB PAST PRESIDENT JERRY CARTER, RICHARD GREENE, BRENT WADE, RON CONNALLY, TAB 

VOLUME BUILDERS COUNCIL CHAIR JOHN BURCHFIELD, NAHB’S SUSAN ASMUS, EPA'S DIANA MCDONALD



ARTICLE 

SPONSORED BY

 TexasBuilders.org 29

TEXAS
ASSOCIATION

BUILDERS

2009
For six years, the Texas Residential Con-
struction Commission was under constant 
assault from consumer advocacy groups 
and some trial attorneys across the state, 
and there were those in the legislature and 
elsewhere whose opinion was that the 
regulatory burden imposed on our industry 
had gone too far. TAB and its members 
worked hard in defense of the TRCC by 
working with the legislature and using the 
tools necessary to meet the mission and 
accountability guidelines handed down 
by the Sunset Advisory Commission in its 
report to the legislature, including, that 
without enforcement, the agency serves no 
purpose. Unfortunately, the 81st Texas Leg-
islative Session concluded without House 
Bill 2295 being passed to continue the 
Texas Residential Construction Commission 
after Sept. 1, 2009, thereby abolishing the 
agency. Unfortunately, for many future 
Texas homebuyers, those arguing for the 
agency to go away finally won and ended 
the very agency that was set up to handle 
consumer complaints. 

        

TAB did score a major legislative success 
with Senate Bill 1410. The bill that was 
passed by the legislature and signed into 
law by the governor effectively prohibits 
a city from enacting fire sprinkler man-
dates in single-family homes, duplexes and 
remodeling projects. The battle against 
those who wanted to require these systems 

to be installed in every new home in the 
state was hard fought, and it was especially 
gratifying that the legislature agreed, by 
overwhelming margins, to allow home-
owners to make the ultimate decision as 
to whether these systems will be installed 
on their property. In passing this legisla-
tion, Texas was the first of over 30 states 
to prohibit the single-family fire sprinkler 
mandate that was put into the model Inter-
national Residential Code (IRC).

2010
On Feb. 5, the Texas Builders Foundation, 
the charitable arm of TAB, was granted 
501(c)(3) tax deductible status by the IRS. 
TAB Immediate Past President Ron Connally 
of Amarillo was named the Foundation’s 
first chairman of the Board of Trustees. 
The primary mission of the Foundation is to 
provide scholarships to students in Texas’ 
construction training programs, with an 
emphasis on the construction trades. In 
his first column as president of TAB in 2009, 
Connally had written, “Texas builders need 
to form an alliance with local educational 
systems so that proper industry educa-
tion is made available to those who seek it. 
Secondary trade education is fading away, 
and we rely more on higher education for 
training. Higher education is not a guarantee 
for most … early education will only make 
our industry stronger and reward us with 
a qualified pool of workers.” 

In October, the Sunbelt Builders Show™ cel-
ebrated its 10th anniversary with legendary 
businessman and entrepreneur T. Boone 
Pickens as the opening session speaker. On 
the same stage, Dan Wallrath, founder of 
Operation FINALLY HOME (OFH) introduced 
the organization to the audience. Started 
by the Bay Area Builders Chapter of the 
Greater Houston Builders Association, OFH 
had built 10 mortgage-free homes in Texas 
for wounded warriors since 2005. Dozens 

of Texas builders immediately committed to 
OFH to build homes in their areas. (In 2021, 
as a result of Texas builders embracing the 
charity, OFH has built or has in production 
over 350 projects in over 30 states.) 

2000-2010 was the decade of increased 
oversight and regulation on the home-
building and land development industry, 
and TAB worked tirelessly to be a part of 
the solution. By meeting with representa-
tives from OSHA, EPA, TCEQ, TRCC, Texas 
Department of Insurance and the State 
Energy Conservation Office to establish 
relationships built on trust, TAB developed 
compliance programs with these agencies 
and trained thousands of Texas builders 
and remodelers on how to comply with 
the regulations and laws for which these 
agencies have oversight.

Throughout this decade, TAB, its members and 
HBAs continued to be recognized by NAHB 
and other organizations with dozens of awards 
for achievement for excellent and innovative 
member programs and initiatives. 
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GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

T he 2021 87th Regular Legislative Session was unlike 
anything Texas has experienced. Some of the chal-
lenges included:

•   The state and nation were in the midst of dealing with the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

•   The House had an open race for Speaker in back-to-back ses-
sions for the first time in 45 years.

•   On Feb. 15, the state was pummeled by winter storm Uri.

Despite these challenges, your government relations team per-
severed and TAB had a very successful session. We tracked over 
1,800 pieces of legislation that directly or indirectly impact your 
business. Of those 1,800, we opposed 300. Fortunately, we were 
able to utilize our relationships and work with legislators to amend 
the opposed bills as they made their way through the process. By 
the end of the session, TAB removed its opposition to the bills.

While most of the challenges this session were unique and 
unprecedented, the Senate and House were able to fulfill their 
constitutional duty and pass a balanced budget — the one piece 
of legislation that they are required to pass.

This report contains a snapshot of bills and issues that your government 
relations team worked on to protect your business interests and the 
future of Texas housing. For a more in-depth look at all of the bills that 
TAB monitored, visit https://bit.ly/87thSessionRecap.

INFRASTRUCTURE

The TAB Government Relations Committee, as a result of the pan-
demic, voted to make broadband and issues related to increasing 
access to critical online infrastructure a priority. The pandemic 
made it very clear how dependent we have become on reliable 
internet access.

HB 5 TAB Priority
Rep. Trent Ashby (R), Sen. Robert Nichols (R)
This bill creates the Broadband Development Office (BDO) within 
the Comptroller’s Office. The BDO is required to establish a 
program to award grants, low interest loans and other financial 
incentives to applicants for the purpose of expanding access 
to broadband services in eligible designated areas. The BDO is 
required to establish a map that classifies each designated area 
in the state as eligible or ineligible for BDO program incentives. 
The map will be published by the BDO on the comptroller’s 
website by Sept. 1, 2022. Effective on June 15, 2021.

There were several bills filed this session that negatively impacted 
the concrete and aggregate industry. These bills would have 
increased regulation and reporting requirements, and made 
permitting more difficult for this industry. This would increase 
costs for products/slabs and road construction in subdivisions, 

Overview
Session

by DON ALLEN, Chairman, Government Relations Committee



 TexasBuilders.org 31

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

which directly and indirectly affect our mem-
bers and customers. [HB 50, HB 56, HB 65, 
HB 289, HB 291, HB 416, HB 889, HB 1267, 
HB 1627, HB 1786, HB 1912, HB 2646, HB 
3412, HB 3603, HB 3604, HB 4341, HB 4400, 
SB 368, SB 953, SB 1166, SB 1209, SB 1350 
— ALL OF THESE BILLS WERE DEFEATED]

BUILDING & ENERGY CODES

HB 17 TAB Priority
Rep. Joe Deshotel (D), Sen. Brian Birdwell (R)
House Bill 17 prohibits a regulatory authority 
(city, county, etc.) from adopting or enforc-
ing a measure that prohibits the connection 
or reconnection of a utility service or the 
construction, maintenance or installation of 
infrastructure for a utility service based on the 
type of energy to be delivered to the end-use 
customer. The bill prohibits an entity from 
imposing any additional charge or pricing dif-
ference on a development or building permit 
applicant for utility infrastructure that encour-
ages those constructing homes, buildings or 
other structural improvements to connect to 
a utility service based on the type of energy 
to be delivered to the end-use customer or 
discourages the installation of facilities for 
the delivery of the service based on the type 
of energy to be delivered to that customer. 
The bill expressly does not limit the ability of 
a regulatory authority or political subdivision 
to choose utility services for properties they 
own. Effective on May 18, 2021.

HB 738 TAB Priority
Rep. Dennis Paul (R), Sen. Robert Nichols (R)
This bill updates the state municipal building 
code minimum from the 2000 to the 2012 
version of the International Residential Code 
(IRC) and requires that a municipality hold 
a public hearing if they intend to adopt a 
local amendment to the code. The bill was 
amended in the Senate upon TAB’s request 
to add the existing city/ESD prohibition on fire 
sprinkler mandates for one- and two-family 
homes, and to add counties to that prohibi-
tion. Effective on Jan. 1, 2022.

HB 3215 TAB Priority
Rep. Charlie Geren (R), Sen. Bryan Hughes (R)
This bill updates the existing perfor-
mance-based avenue in the state energy 

code with the latest American National Stan-
dards Institute (ANSI) energy rating index. The 
legislation also extends the sunset date on 
the performance path to six years and lowers 
the scores during that extension. Effective 
on Sept. 1, 2021.

Building Code Bills That TAB DEFEATED:
•   HB 233 by Rep. Andrew Murr (R). This bill 

would have limited TAB’s product man-
dates protections from 2019 (HB 2439) to 
cities with a population of 25,000 or more.

•   HB 1034 by Rep. Vikki Goodwin (D). This bill 
would have allowed all counties to adopt the 
wildland urban-interface code that applies to 
all property/buildings, which could increase 
the cost of new homes by tens of thousands 
of dollars. It would also have expanded cur-
rent county authority to adopt fire codes to 
all property/buildings, which could mandate 
fire sprinklers in one- and two-family homes.

•   HB 3634 by Rep. Shawn Thierry (D). This bill 
would have required that all pipes in homes 
be insulated to certain standards that are 
incomplete and somewhat irrelevant.

•   HB 4496 by Rep. Gina Hinojosa (D). This 
bill would have required builders to build 
to the most recently published versions 
of various fire, energy and building codes, 
regardless of the efficacy or possible short-
comings of the relevant version. The bill 
also could have required fire sprinklers in 
one- and two-family homes located in the 
unincorporated areas.

•   SB 1724 by Sen. Sarah Eckhardt (D). This 
bill would have unreasonably expanded 
current county code requirements by 
giving counties full building code author-
ity including fees and county inspections. 
The bill would also have mandated fire 
sprinklers in one- and two-family homes.

MUNICIPAL REGULATIONS

SB 877 TAB Priority
Sen. Kelly Hancock (R),  
Rep. Geanie Morrison (R)
This bill requires cities to accept independent 
third-party inspections by qualified profes-
sionals (including persons certified by the 
International Code Council, licensed engi-

neers and inspectors employed by munic-
ipalities) during a declared disaster to help 
reduce backlogs experienced in disaster 
areas. Effective on June 8, 2021.

SB 968 TAB Priority
Sen. Lois Kolkhorst (R), Rep. Stephanie Klick (R)
This bill is an omnibus pandemic health disas-
ter bill that was amended, at the request of 
our industry, on the floor of the House to 
include a prohibition on local governments 
ordering a shutdown of construction and 
construction-related services during a pan-
demic. Effective on June 7, 2021.

SB 1090 TAB Priority
Sen. Dawn Buckingham (R),  
Rep. Andrew Murr (R)
This bill makes clarifications to HB 2439 (the 
product mandates bill) from last session that 
cities can become Dark Sky Certified and can 
enforce POA restrictions under statutes that 
existed before the bill was passed. This bill 
also allows cities to require certain water 
saving standards when mandated by other 
existing state or federal programs and stat-
utes. Effective on June 14, 2021.

Municipal Regulatory Bills  
That TAB DEFEATED:
•   HB 84 by Rep. Gina Hinojosa (D). This bill 

would have repealed the prohibition on 
inclusionary zoning that TAB worked hard 
to pass several sessions ago.

•   HB 298 by Rep. Erin Zwiener (D). This bill 
would have expanded certain lighting 
ordinances in Dark Sky approved cities 
to the city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction 
and would have allowed cities to force 
retrofits of certain lighting.

•   HB 1347 by Rep. Vikki Goodwin (D). This 
bill would have repealed the prohibition 
on linkage fees for new construction that 
TAB worked hard to pass in 2017.

DEVELOPERS AND SPECIAL- 
PURPOSE DISTRICTS

HB 3833 TAB Priority
Rep. Phil King (R), Sen. Kelly Hancock (R)
This bill brings other land use tax exemptions 
in line with legislation passed last session that 
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reduced the agricultural land change in use 
tax from 7% to 5% and reduced the number 
of preceding years with which the tax must 
be paid from five to three years. Exemptions 
that were brought in line include recreational, 
park and scenic land, airport property and 
restricted-use timber land. Furthermore, TAB 
worked to amend this bill to eliminate the 
interest payments mentioned above for all 
exemptions including agricultural. Finally, the 
bill also specifies the appraisal method that 
should be used for low-income or moderate- 
income housing that is under construction 
or has not reached stabilized occupancy on 
Jan. 1. Effective on June 15, 2021.

Anti-Development Legislation  
That TAB DEFEATED:
•   HB 1101 by Rep. Michelle Beckley (D). This 

bill would have required mandatory sales 
price disclosure with the filing of any instru-
ment conveying real property.

•   HB 1347 by Rep. Vikki Goodwin (D). This 
bill would have repealed the prohibition 
on linkage fees for new construction that 
TAB worked hard to pass in 2017.

•   HB 3883 by Rep. Kyle Biedermann (R). This 
bill would have indirectly stymied develop-
ment in large areas of the state by giving 
all or parts of nine Hill Country counties 
(including portions of Bexar, Comal, Hays 
and Travis Counties) the authority to regu-
late lot size, set lot frontage minimums and 
adopt new county fees for water, wastewa-
ter, stormwater, drainage, flood control and 
roadways. The bill would have provided this 
broad grant of authority even if adequate 
and dependable water supplies exist.

•   HB 3884 by Rep. Kyle Biedermann (R). This 
bill would have allowed Kendall County to 
adopt lot frontages if approved by the voters.

•   HB 4146 by Rep. Tracy King (D). This bill 
would have prohibited the TCEQ from 
granting new (or expanding existing) 
domestic discharge permits for treated 
wastewater across large areas of the state, 
thus indirectly prohibiting residential 
development in those areas.

County Authority Legislation  
That TAB DEFEATED:
•   HB 1034 by Rep. Vikki Goodwin (D). This bill 

would have allowed all counties to adopt 
the wildland-urban interface code that 
applies to all property/buildings, which 
could increase the cost of new homes by 
tens of thousands of dollars. It would also 
have expanded current county authority to 
adopt fire codes to all property/buildings, 
which could mandate fire sprinklers in 
one- and two-family homes.

•   HB 3843 by Rep. Erin Zwiener (D). This bill 
would have allowed counties to regulate 
land that is within 100 feet of the 100-year 
floodplain of perennial and intermittent 
streams/rivers through zoning and imper-
vious cover regulations.

•   SB 1724 by Sen. Sarah Eckhardt (D). This 
bill would have unreasonably expanded 
current county code requirements by 
giving counties full building code author-
ity including fees and county inspections. 
The bill would also have mandated fire 
sprinklers in one- and two-family homes.

WORKFORCE

HB 636 TAB Priority
Rep. Senfronia Thompson (D),  
Sen. John Whitmire (D)
This law continues the duties and func-
tions of the Texas State Board of Plumbing 
Examiners (TSBPE). In addition to the con-
tinuation of the agency, there were several 
important changes that will improve access 
to the licensure of this important trade to 
our industry. Effective on May 26, 2021.

HB 3938 TAB Priority
Rep. Keith Bell (R), Sen. Beverly Powell (D)
This bill transfers the development of the 
recognized industry certifications list from 
the Texas Education Agency (TEA) to a newly 
created Industry Based Certification (IBC) 
Advisory Council. The council will ensure 
that our secondary education schools are 
most appropriately aligned with current and 
future workforce needs of their communities, 
regions and the state. It will also establish a 

process, criteria and timeline for the consid-
eration and selection of IBCs to be completed 
by Jan. 1, 2022. Effective on June 15, 2021.

BUSINESS ISSUES

HB 19 TAB Priority
Rep. Jeff Leach (R), Sen. Larry Taylor (R)
This bill makes reforms to the litigation 
process in lawsuits resulting from truck-
ing accidents. TAB heard from many of 
our members across the state about the 
increase in frivolous lawsuits related to their 
vehicles. This important legislation makes 
many changes to protect businesses from 
falling victim to these predatory practices. 
For more specific information about this leg-
islation, visit www.keeptexastrucking.com. 
As you will see, TAB was an active member of 
the coalition of trade associations working 
on this legislation.  Effective on Sept. 1, 2021.

HB 2237 TAB Priority
Rep. Dustin Burrows (R),  
Sen. Nathan Johnson (D)
This bill modernizes, updates and stream-
lines statutes related to mechanic’s, con-
tractor’s or materialman’s liens. It creates a 
simpler explanation for how to create a lien 
for specially fabricated materials that are 
never delivered to a project. It removes the 
conflicting term “retainage” that is currently 
applicable to both contractual withholdings 
and statutory withholdings — without elim-
inating/impacting the underlying concepts. 
It removes the confusing concept of “accrual 
of indebtedness.” It eliminates a “Second 
Month” notice for down-stream subcontrac-
tors and suppliers. It establishes a one-year 
statute of limitations for bringing suit. It 
makes it clear that if a deadline falls on a 
weekend or holiday, the action date moves 
to the next business day. It establishes two 
statutory forms for notices — eliminating the 
potential for five types of notice. It estab-
lishes two, clearer deadlines for sending 
notice of indebtedness, and it creates a 
single deadline for a subcontractor to file 
a lien seeking retainage — versus multiple 
possible deadlines. Effective on Jan. 1, 2022.
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SB 6 TAB Priority
Sen. Kelly Hancock (R), Rep. Jeff Leach (R)
The bill provides retroactive civil liability 
protections for large and small businesses, 
religious institutions, nonprofit entities, 
health care providers, first responders 
and educational institutions. The bill also 
extends current immunity that health care 
volunteers have during a man-made or nat-
ural disaster to include a health care pro-
vider that is getting paid during a man-made 
disaster, natural disaster or a health care 
emergency. Lastly, SB 6 provides civil liability 
protections to a person who designs, man-
ufactures, sells, labels or donates certain 
products that have a defect or inadequate 
instructions unless the person had knowl-
edge of the issue and acted with actual 
malice. Effective on June 14, 2021.

Business Issues That TAB DEFEATED:
•   HB 87 by Rep. Ron Reynolds (D). This bill 

would have required employers to pro-
vide mandatory paid sick leave (one hour 
for each 30 hours worked). It would have 
required burdensome and detailed doc-
umentation and notices.

•   HB 224 by Rep. Lina Ortega (D) and SB 389 
by Sen. Sarah Eckhardt. These bills would 
have allowed counties and cities to adopt 
a minimum wage that is greater than the 
state minimum wage. This would create a 
burden for companies operating across 
the various jurisdictions in Texas.

HOW TO FOLLOW LEGISLATION

Legislative Line E-newsletter
Legislative Line is a tool that TAB uses to 
keep our members updated about the 
legislature’s activities during session on 

a weekly basis. Additionally, we use Legis-
lative Line to let you know when we need 
help with contacting your elected officials 
about legislation that is pending or moving.

To sign up for Legislative Line, visit www.tex-
asbuilders.org, and click on the Government 
Affairs Advocacy & Action Center. Once there, 
you will see a section that says “Sign up for 
Alerts.” Enter your email and home zip code 
for the most accurate results.

Texas Legislature Online
Texas Legislature Online is a tool you can 
use to access bills. Visit www.capitol.texas.
gov. When searching for bills, make sure you 
have the correct legislative session and bill 
number selected. 

If you have an interest in learning more about 
these bills or other legislation, please reach out 
to the TAB government relations staff.
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LONESTAR NEWSMAKERS

TAB Captures  
Two AEA Awards
The Texas Association of Builders (TAB) 
was recently awarded two Association 

Excellence Awards (AEA) from the Executive Officers Council of the 
National Association of Home Builders (NAHB).

TAB was recognized for having the Best Education Program with 
it ’s newly formed Zoom at Noon education webinars. This program 
was created during the 2020 pandemic that canceled the Sunbelt 
Builders Show™. Integral to the Show are the education sessions. In 
order to provide the education that our Show attendees look for-
ward to, we held these scheduled Sunbelt education sessions virtu-
ally each month as Zoom at Noon education webinars. By offering 
a free, one-hour webinar each month, we provided our members 
with an opportunity to become newly or better educated on indus-
try topics. The goal of offering timely and interesting content to our 
attendees was achieved through email and social media marketing 
campaigns as well as word of mouth. The result is that hundreds of 
construction industry professionals have had the opportunity to 
become better informed on topics that are important to them and 
their businesses. The popular Zoom at Noon webinars will resume 
beginning in September 2021.

By opening the webinars to nonmembers, TAB was able to use the 
monthly events as a recruitment tool. An unexpected result was 
that hundreds of nonmember industry professional leads were 
added to our database and sent to our local associations to use for 
membership recruitment.

NAHB also recognized the Texas Association of Builders for having the 
Best Publication (Print or Electronic) in 2020. With in-person events 
canceled, TAB wanted to offer industry associates an opportunity to 
promote their products and services to the builder membership and 
create non-dues revenue for the state association. These members 
received a stylish marketing folder in December 2020 that contained 
13 postcards from associates providing builders an opportunity to 
learn about their products.

Thirteen postcards were sold, and the layout included excellent informa-
tion about TAB member benefits and upcoming events. TAB was looking 
for creative ways to market member programs and connect associates 
and builders due to the lack of face-to-face events throughout 2020. TAB 
also used this piece to launch its 75th anniversary celebration.

(Photo L to R: Tommy Ford, Juan Ramirez, Jordan Marquez, Bryan Reyes, Mike Mishler 
and instructor Mac McAllister. Not pictured: Jana McAllister.)

TBF Awards Circular Saws  
to Ferris High School Students
On May 13, the Texas Builders Foundation awarded three 11th grade students in the 
Ferris High School construction program with circular saws. The students who received 
the saws were the first three to complete a 30-hour OSHA safety training course. Three 
of the Foundation’s Trustees attended the awards ceremony that was held at the high 
school — Tommy Ford, Mike Mishler and Jana McAllister. Congratulations, students!

TAB Announces  
Excellence under  
45 Award Winners
The Texas Association of Builders (TAB) is honored 
to announce Joshua Correa, McCalle Fryar, and 
Jon Loudermilk as the 2021 Excellence under 45 
Award winners. These individuals have committed 
themselves to their careers and to advancing the 
residential construction industry. They are primed 
to be future leaders in the industry. The trio were 
honored during the Builders’ Bash concert in con-
junction with the Sunbelt Builders Show™.

This awards program was created and developed by 
TAB’s Young Professionals (YP) Council. YP’s focus 

is to highlight and reward young 
professionals that have com-
mitted their time, efforts and 
careers to the Texas residential 
homebuilding industry. Thank 
you, McCoy’s Building Supply, for your sponsorship.

2021 EXCELLENCE  
UNDER 45 AWARD WINNERS

Joshua Correa | Owner | Divino Homes | 
Dallas Builders Association (DBA) 
McCalle Fryar | Vice President | 2-10 Home  
Buyers Warranty | Greater Houston Builders  
Association (GHBA) 
Jon Loudermilk | Owner/President | Homes By Design 
| Big Country Home Builders Association (BCHBA)

Excellence under 45 Award Winners 
Photo L to R: Joshua Correa,  

McCalle Fryar, and Jon Loudermilk
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