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President’s Commentary

burdensome and expensive government 
regulation at both the state and local levels.

Credit should be given to the Government 
Relations Committee and all the TAB 
directors for providing guidance to the staff 
in setting our agenda for the session. The 
GR staff, along with our contract lobbyists, 
worked to promote bills we support and 
opposed those that we believe are harmful 
to the industry. Our team is highly respected 
by virtually every member of the legislature. 

Our grassroots efforts were also very 
instrumental in the accomplishments we 
enjoyed. Rally Day was again very successful, 
and we were able to rally support from 
virtually every HBA during the session. It was 
a particularly difficult session to navigate 
because of differences in priorities between 
the Governor, Senate, and House.

In spite of the difficult environment, TAB’s 
GR team achieved what I believe is the most 
productive session in the history of our 
association. Scott, Ned, Felicia, and Melinda 
were superstars. While other business 
groups struggled, our association prospered. 
I credit the skill of our staff, the outstanding 
grassroots effort, and the fact that we were 
on the “right” side of the mega issues.

There were two unexpected challenges. 
The first was the special legislative session. It 
was not really what anyone wanted after an 
exhausting and contentious regular session. 
I was especially sorry that our government 
relations staff had to work though the four 
week special session at a time when I am sure 
they had planned vacations. In the end, a very 
important “tree bill,” which was vetoed by the 
Governor following the regular session, was 
passed due to the efforts of our team.

The other challenge was and is the response 
of our industry to Hurricane Harvey and the 
resulting floods and wind damage. The effects 
on our industry are still unfolding as this article 
is being written. It is important that TAB work 
on behalf of our members to educate local 
and state government as well as the general 
public to work with builders who will provide 
professional service with integrity.

Serving as President, there’s a lot more 
demanded and expected from you. What was 
the biggest eye-opener for you this past year?
It is true that a great deal is expected of the 
TAB President. I was very much aware of the 
remarkable responsibility I was undertaking. 
The leadership ladder is very effective in 
preparing each new president for their role.

I am often asked how much time is required 
for the work of a TAB President. For me, some 
work was required every day and a great deal 
was required for a few of those days. I was 
very lucky to be able to rely on my brother 
and business partner, Randy, and my nephew, 
Chris, to keep our business going when I 
needed to focus on my responsibilities to TAB.

What did you learn from this leadership role?
I learned that an effective president helps 
to set the agenda and preside over the 
meetings, but they must also rely on their 
fellow officers, directors, and past presidents 
for their important counsel. 

The relationship with the TAB staff is vital. I 
can honestly say that I have enjoyed a great 
relationship with Scott Norman and every 
member of our staff. Without their help, it 
would have been an impossible job. I will be 
forever grateful for their help. 

What’s one piece of advice you would give 
incoming President Justin MacDonald 
as he takes the gavel at the November 
installation dinner?
Justin really does not need my advice. He is 
well prepared for the job, and I will definitely be 
there for the next year to help him in any way I 
can. My encouragement, though, would be to 
aim high. We have tremendous resources and 
talent to accomplish great things. Working as a 
team, we can accomplish a great deal.

Lastly, I’m thankful to have worked alongside 
so many wonderful and talented professionals 
that I consider friends. I could not have done it 
without TAB’s staff, our outstanding leadership 
teams, and mostly you, our members. Thank 
you for your involvement and support. I 
want to end my final column encouraging 
all members to have a voice and get involved 
with your local associations. We need you!  

By Rick McGuire

2017 Has Been a History-Making Year

As I write my final column as President of 
the Texas Association of Builders, I smile 
because football season is here and 
leaves are turning colors. Good things are 

happening, but as an association and state, we have 
seen some setbacks and challenges this year. With 
a lengthened Legislative Session, a new location for 
the Sunbelt Builders Show™, and the unexpected 
devastation caused by Hurricane Harvey, 2017 is a 
history making year. The following are my thoughts 
as I reflect back on the last 12 months.

When you took the oath to be President of the 
Texas Association of Builders (TAB), what did you 
envision 2017 looking like and were you able to 
achieve that vision?
I knew before the year began that the success of 
TAB would be measured largely by the way our 
industry would be impacted by the 85th Texas 
Legislative Session and by the success of the 
Sunbelt Builders Show™, which moved to a new 
location in Dallas. These were the two areas that I 
considered to be of the highest importance. Credit 
should be given to the staff and the respective 
committees for the tremendous success of both.

What’s been the association’s greatest success 
and challenge over the past 12 months? 
Of course, government affairs is the core mission 
of TAB. Our efforts there benefit every one of 
our members in very significant ways. We were 
successful in the passage of all six of our priority 
pieces of legislation, and none of the bills we actively 
opposed were passed. In ways too numerous to 
express in this article, our industry was saved from 
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As we headed into fall, the unusual began. 

On August 21st much of the United States 

experienced a total solar eclipse. On 

August 25th, Hurricane Harvey plowed into 

coastal and southeastern Texas, leaving 

in its wake devastation that our state has 

not seen since Hurricane Ike hit the Texas 

coast in 2008. Two weeks later, Hurricane 

Irma wreaked havoc throughout Florida. 

The two natural disasters affected over 14 

million Americans. That brings us to mid-

September when this column was written.

Although this has been a year of the good, 

the bad and the ugly, I want to focus on 

the positive. I could not be more proud of 

our members and to be a part of our great 

industry. Four of our 28 local home builders 

associations saw catastrophic damage from 

Hurricane Harvey in their areas: Coastal Bend 

HBA (Corpus Christi), BA of Victoria, Greater 

Houston BA, and HBA of Southeast Texas 

(Beaumont). The response from our other 

24 HBAs has been phenomenal. Thousands 

of dollars have been raised to help residents 

in the affected areas, and dozens of 

members have driven trucks and trailers full 

of rebuilding and clean-up supplies, bottled 

water, and other necessities to Corpus 

Christi, Victoria, Houston, Beaumont, and 

many towns in between.

Our TAB members whose own homes were 

wind-damaged or flooded reached out 

to learn if they could help others who had 

suffered even more significant damage. Our 

local HBA executive officers were in constant 

contact with each other and established 

an information pipeline that ensured that 

donations reached the right people in the 

areas that needed them the most. Several of 

our former EOs even came out of retirement 

to share their disaster response knowledge 

with their less-experienced peers.

I received calls from dozens of state and local 

HBA executive officers and members from 

around the country who wanted to know 

what was needed and how to help, and the 

staff of the National Association of Home 

Builders was quick to provide information 

and resources to their colleagues in Texas. 

I can’t express enough how moved we 

have been by the outpouring of prayers, 

support, and encouragement we have 

received from across the state and country. 

It is in these most trying of times that our 

association family shows its true colors, and 

I am proud to be a small part of it.

Our recovery work is just beginning. It will 

be a massive effort for months and even 

years to come to clean up and rebuild 

from the estimated $150 billion-plus in 

damage that Hurricane Harvey left behind. 

It is also incumbent upon TAB members 

and our HBAs to help ensure that Texas 

homeowners are informed when it comes to 

hiring a competent contractor and are not 

taken advantage of by the “bad actors” that 

descend like vultures when disaster strikes.

Although disaster recovery sometimes feels 

overwhelming, the members of the Texas 

Association of Builders will continue to 

work together to help each other and our 

neighbors rebuild their homes and their lives. 

Just as we unite at TAB’s Rally Day at the State 

Capitol to share our legislative agenda with 

our elected officials – an event that is critical 

to the success of our government relations 

program – the combined efforts of our 

members to restore the Texas gulf coast will 

again remind the country that “Texas Strong” 

is not just a phrase, but it is who we are.

Regardless of the initiative, TAB’s members 

show up. Thank you to our senior 

leadership, everyone who has served on a 

committee or task force, and to those of 

you who participate in everything from 

Rally Day to the Sunbelt Builders Show™ 

to sharing what you have with those who 

are in need of a helping hand.

The staff of the Texas Association of 

Builders and I are proud to be a part of this 

great organization. We wish you and yours 

a happy holiday season and look forward 

to working with you on even bigger and 

better things in 2018! 

Executive Director’s Message

By M. Scott Norman, Jr.

2017 has been a year  
filled with the usual  
and the unusual.
As usual in odd-numbered years, the 

Texas Legislature met for 140 days 

from January through May, and TAB 

was successful in passing all six of our 

priority bills while monitoring hundreds 

of others that would have affected the 

residential building and development 

industry. The Texas Association of Builders 

continued to support its nearly 10,000 

members across the state with the latest 

industry information, programs, and 

services to help you in your business, 

including the roll-out of the 2017–2019 

Texas Residential Construction Contracts 

Package subscription.

Although it’s not always the norm, in 

July, the Texas Legislature was called into 

a 30-day Special Session. This session, 

however, allowed TAB the opportunity to 

pass one of its priority bills again after it 

was vetoed following the Regular Session, 

tree mitigation legislation. In August, 

the Sunbelt Builders Show™ showcased 

the best and most innovative building 

products and services and hosted some 

of the country’s best speakers to motivate 

and educate attendees. The Show is an 

important event and provides a great 

service to the home building industry.

It Has Been Quite a Year!
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O N AUGUST 25, 2017, 
Hurricane Harvey hit 
west of the Corpus 
Christi area of coastal 
Texas with a vengeance 

and continued to slowly move toward 
southeast Texas and Louisiana over 
the next week, leaving in its wake 
an estimated $150 billion dollars of 
devastation. Twenty-six Texas counties 
with a combined population of more than 
7,817,793 were damaged or destroyed by 
wind, rain, or both, and an additional 31 
counties were declared disaster areas by 
Governor Greg Abbott. Almost one-third 

of Texas’ population was included in the 
disaster declarations.

At the time of this writing in late September, 
70 people were confirmed dead, an 
estimated 30,000 homes are uninhabitable 
at least 135,000 more were damaged but 
salvageable, and more than 500,000 vehicles 
were total losses. These numbers will 
undoubtedly continue to rise as floodwaters 
recede and officials are able to canvass the 
areas of Texas that Harvey touched.

Now it’s time to rebuild. There is, however, 
a giant obstacle in the path of the 

rebuilding effort: a critical shortage of 
skilled construction workers.

For almost a decade, the construction 
industry has faced a shortage of trained 
workers. Today, the shortage is dire.
• For every three tradesmen who retire, 

there is only one skilled person entering 
the workforce to fill their boots.

• According to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, more than one-third of 
tradesmen are over the age of 50. The 
average age of a skilled craftsman such as 
a carpenter is 50; plumber 58; electrician 
60; and stone mason 70. 

THE STORM
Overcoming

By Lorraine Urey, TAB’s Director of Member Services
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• 20 percent of skilled workers in the 
construction industry have retired or 
left the industry in the last five years. 

Before the storm hit in late August, it was 
estimated by NCCER (the National Center 
for Construction Education and Research) 
that the demand for craft professionals 
in Texas through June 2020 totaled over 
500,000 workers. In light of the devastation 
caused by Hurricane Harvey, the need for 
skilled tradesmen is greater than ever.

The skilled worker shortage has a negative 
economic impact.

• Before the hurricane, Texas builders 
estimated that the shortage of skilled 
labor added 30 to 45 days to the 
completion of a project. 

• A delay in the completion of a project 
adds to the cost of a home. 

• For every $1,000 increase in the cost 
of an average-priced home in Texas, 
approximately 22,000 households are 
priced out of the market (source: Real 
Estate Center at Texas A&M University).

For the last few years, many areas of 
the state have experienced a housing 
shortage due to the population explosion. 
Post-Harvey, the demand for housing in 
the affected areas is now acute.
• From July 2015 to July 2016 Texas 

acquired 432,957 net new residents 
(source: U.S. Census estimate Dec. 2016). 

• Texas had 3.3 months of housing inventory 
in both December 2015 and 2016 (source: 
Texas Association of Realtors). According 
to the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M 
University, a market with a balance 
between supply and demand should 
have 6 to 6.5 months of inventory. 

Also contributing to the skilled worker 
shortage was the federal No Child Left 

Behind Act (NCLB) that became law in 
2001. Following NCLB, many high schools 
phased out vocational programs and 
encouraged students, to focus more on 
obtaining a four-year college degree. 
Therefore, a generation of parents, 
students and school counselors have not 
been exposed to the building industry 
as a professional career choice. Federal 
and state laws have recently begun to 
recognize this need and allow for student 
choice. This is evidenced by:
• The Texas Legislature’s passage of House 

Bill 5 in 2013. This comprehensive 
education reform bill gives high school 
students a choice in their post-graduation 
path, allowing them to prepare for 
college or to choose elective courses 
(“endorsements”) that lay the groundwork 
for employment immediately upon 
graduation from high school by, for 
example, earning construction industry 
or trade certifications. 

• The 2015 Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) replaced NCLB, providing for 
innovation and flexibility in middle and 
high school curricula.

The issue of a skilled labor shortage must 
be resolved quickly to ensure that Texans 

"For almost a decade, the construction 
industry has faced a shortage of trained 

workers. Today, the shortage is dire."
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have access to quality, affordable housing. 
The health of the Texas economy is at 
risk if its housing industry is not vibrant. 
The Texas Association of Builders (TAB) 
represents more than 509,900 jobs in the 
home building industry and more than 
$38.6 billion annually in the Texas economy.

The urgency to fill the need for thousands 
of skilled construction workers has 
been compounded by damage done 
to thousands of homes in the wake of 
Hurricane Harvey. Although there is no 
quick fix to solving the labor shortage, TAB 
is working closely with the Texas Workforce 
Commission, the Higher Education 
Coordinating Board, the Texas Education 
Agency, the Home Builders Institute (the 

National Association of Home Builders 
career training arm), and the Offices of 
the Governor and Lt. Governor to develop 
and implement accelerated construction 
trades programs, including safety training, 
in schools across the state with an 
emphasis on the hurricane-affected areas 
of Texas. This is an enormous task, but TAB 
is committed to ensuring that Texas has 
the skilled workforce necessary to meet 
the state’s housing demand and that 
those workers are among the best trained 
in the country.

Since 2013, the Texas Association of 
Builders, its charitable arm the Texas 
Builders Foundation, and the 28 local home 
builders associations across the state have 

been working with independent school 
districts, technical/trade schools, and 
community colleges and universities to 
implement or enhance construction trades 
programs. This is a long-term process 
that does not meet Texas’ urgent needs 
for skilled craft professionals. However, 
several HBAs have successfully worked 
with career and technical educators and 
school administrators in their areas to 
include construction trades programs in 
their curricula. You can read about a few 
of the HBAs’ success stories in the box 
below. For more information on all that 
the local associations are doing to further 
workforce training, read their stories at 
texasbuildersfoundation.org/what-we-
do in the “Developing a Community 

The Greater San Antonio BA (GSABA) is working with St. Philip’s 

College, The University of Texas at San Antonio, and Construction 

Careers Academy, the premier magnet school in San Antonio’s 

Northside ISD. St. Philip’s has a 50 member NAHB Student Chapter, 

and students have completed community service projects in San 

Antonio that have provided them with hands-on home building 

and remodeling experience. Earlier this year, GSABA launched 

a 40 member NAHB Student Chapter at UTSA’s Construction 

Science Management department, and the students competed 

in a playhouse design/build competition as part of the College of 

Architecture’s 15th Anniversary Celebration. In 2018, UTSA will send 

a fully prepared team to compete in the International Builders’ 

Show® Residential Construction Management Competition. In the 

fall of 2017, GSABA began a partnership with Construction Careers 

Academy (CCA), a high school that prepares students for careers 

in the construction industry. Whether a student plans to attend a 

four-year university, earn a two-year associate degree, or enter the 

workforce after high school, CCA will provide them with the skills 

necessary to achieve their goals.

The HBA of San Angelo has raised more than $600,000 to build, from 

the ground up, the new Howard College-San Angelo Construction 

Trades Center of Excellence. The initial meeting of the Center’s 

Advisory Committee meeting was held in March of 2016, and the 

HBA broke ground on the new building on October 5, 2017.

HBAs' SUCCESS STORIES
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Partnership” booklet. Increased training 
opportunities is a long-term solution to 
the skilled worker shortage, and the TAB 
members and home builders associations 
that are working in this regard are to be 
commended for their commitment to 
ensuring the future of our industry.

Additionally, the Texas Builders Foundation 
is supporting and developing the future of 

Texas’ construction workforce and facilitates 
the charitable activities of the residential 
construction industry. Since 2010, the Foun-
dation has awarded thousands of dollars in 
scholarships to students who are working 
toward construction certifications, accredi-
tations, or degrees. As new trades programs 
are actualized, the Foundation serves as a 
resource for industry information and to ac-
cept donations to purchase tools and mate-
rials for classroom use. To learn more about 
the Foundation or to make a contribution, 
visit www.TexasBuildersFoundation.org.

A low unemployment rate is also 
hampering the construction industry from 
attracting workers. Texas’ unemployment 
rate has averaged 4.6 percent over the last 

several years, nearly matching the nation’s 
4.8 percent average unemployment 
rate. There is however, another solution: 
comprehensive reform of the U.S. 
immigration laws. “We are going to need 
more legal foreign workers to try and 
rebuild parts of Texas that have been 
devastated,” said Scott Norman, Executive 
Director of the Texas Association of Builders.

Granger MacDonald, Chairman of the 
National Association of Home Builders 
(NAHB) and a home builder and 
developer from Kerrville, Texas, issued 
a statement on September 6, 2017 
following the Trump administration’s 
announcement that it will wind down 
the Deferred Action for Childhood 

The new Construction Science Academy (CSA) at the Greater 

Waco Advanced Manufacturing Academy (GWAMA) opened 

in the fall of 2017 with 41 students. GWAMA is an innovative 

collaboration between the local business community and the 

Waco Independent School District that draws students from 17 

ISDs across McLennan County, including the Waco ISD. What sets 

GWAMA apart from the vocational schools of the past is that its 

program is designed for all students, not just those who would 

not be successful at a traditional high school. The Heart of Texas 

BA raised more than $200,000, a portion of which was used to 

customize a vacant wing of GWAMA’s facility to house the CSA.

Since 2016, the Hill Country BA (HCBA) has sponsored a “Tradesmen 

Are Real” campaign that is geared toward 8th–12th graders. The 

campaign gives students a real view of the fun, successful, profitable, 

and meaningful lives of construction professionals. Also in 2016, 

the Hill Country BA solidified its partnership with the Marble Falls 

ISD Career and Technology Education Program by launching a 

NAHB Student Chapter at Marble Falls High School. More than 

200 students who have expressed an interest in the construction 

trades are members of the Student Chapter. The HCBA builders in 

Fredericksburg had dreamed for years of working with the students 

of the Fredericksburg High School Building Trades Program to build a 

house. This came to fruition in 2017 with the Casa Über Alles project 

when a 14"x40" 560 square foot home was completed at the high 

school under the mentorship of area builders. The tiny home was 

auctioned off in April of 2017 for almost $70,000, and all proceeds 

will benefit the Fredericksburg High School Building Trades Program.

"The Texas Association of Builders 

(TAB) represents more than 509,900 

jobs in the home building industry 

and more than $38.6 billion annually 

in the Texas economy."
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Arrivals (DACA) program that has allowed 
young people known as “Dreamers” who 
were brought to this country illegally as 
children to stay in the U.S. MacDonald 
said, “President Trump’s call to Congress 
to find a permanent legislative solution 
to protect the ‘Dreamers’ underscores 
the urgent need for lawmakers to pass 
comprehensive immigration reform. 
Given the chronic shortage of residential 
construction workers, there has never 
been a more critical time for Congress to 
enact effective reforms that would help 
to revitalize the economy and boost the 
housing sector.

“NAHB believes that any comprehensive 
reform should protect our nation’s borders; 
include a new, market based visa program 
that would fill labor gaps to ensure 
that the nation has a workforce that is 
sufficient to meet its housing construction 
and restoration needs; and provide a 
workable employment verification system. 
A successful guest worker program will 
help alleviate the current labor shortage 
in the residential construction sector, 
quicken the rebuilding efforts in Texas, 
and support the overall economic growth 
of this nation.”

Establishing construction trades training 
programs and ensuring that Texas builders 
have a pipeline of skilled workers so that 
they can continue to provide quality, 
affordable housing for Texans is a massive 
job. The home building industry touches 
the lives of every single American, and 
the Texas Association of Builders, its 28 
local home builders associations, and the 
Texas Builders Foundation will continue 
to support the members of the residential 
home building and development industry 
as we work together to recover from 
disasters, grow a skilled workforce, and 
serve as an economic driver.

By working in cooperation with federal, 
state, and local officials our federation and 
its members can impact public policy on a 
myriad of issues from immigration reform 
to educating our children. Construction 
professionals work every day toward 
helping their clients realize the dream of 
homeownership, and TAB is dedicated to 
creating a positive business environment 
for the housing industry by addressing 
the housing issues of the people of 
Texas. The partnership that exists in 
Texas between the state and local home 
builders associations has long been the 
envy of the federation, and our successes 
will continue to serve as a model for the 
spirit of cooperation and the ability to 
overcome challenges. “Texas, our Texas, 
all hail the mighty state… boldest and 
grandest, withstanding every test.” It’s not 
bragging when it’s true. 

The senior leadership and staff of the 

Texas Association of Builders and the 

trustees of the Texas Builders Foundation 

extend their heartfelt sympathy to 

everyone who was affected by Hurricane 

Harvey. We pledge our continued support 

to our fellow Texans who are rebuilding 

their lives, homes and businesses in  

the aftermath of the storm.



On Council

 17

C elebrating its 10th class, the 
Texas Housing Hall of Honor 
has acknowledged and 
commemorated men and 
women who have made 

noteworthy and enduring contributions to 
the housing industry in Texas. Additionally, 
the Hall seeks to promote the positive 
image of housing in Texas through 
increased awareness and education.

The Board of Governors of the Texas 
Housing Hall of Honor consists of 12 

members – six builder members, three 
associate members, one local association 
executive officer, a TAB past president, 
and the chairman of TAB’s Association 
Planning Committee. The TAB president 
appoints these members and they rotate 
on staggered three-year terms. Their 
responsibility is to thoroughly vet each 
nominee and their lasting contributions to 
the residential construction industry.

Nominations come from sources such 
as local HBAs, TAB members, and the 
Board of Governors and fall into one of 
these four categories:
• Builders, developers, or remodelers
• Trades professionals and suppliers
• Government (elected and  

professional employees)
• Industry-allied professionals 

After careful consideration, the Governors 
cast a secret ballot vote conducted by TAB’s 

certified public accountant. A candidate 
must receive a minimum two-thirds vote of 
the ballots cast by the Board of Governors 
to be elected for induction. Each year at the 
TAB summer board meeting the names of 
the new inductees are revealed.

However, we fête these individuals at the 
annual Texas Housing Hall of Honor & 
Excellence in Leadership Dinner following 
TAB’s fall board meetings. This black-tie event 
includes a ceremony and historical video 
presentation encapsulating the recipients 
and their accomplishments. Along with the 
installation of the TAB Senior Officers and 
the "Of the Year" awards, this evening is the 
highlight of the year for the association. We 
invite you to attend this gala on November 17, 
2017 at the JW Marriott in downtown Austin, 
as we honor Chip Dence and Michael Moore 
as the 22nd and 23rd members of the Texas 
Housing Hall of Honor.

To learn more about these celebrated trailblazers who reside in the Hall of Honor, you can view their stories at www.TexasBuilders.org/about-us/tab-awards.html.

2017 TEXAS HOUSING 
HALL OF HONOR 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Tim Jackson, Co-chair, Fairview

David Miller, Co-chair, Lubbock

JC Calcote, Amarillo

Joe Carlyle, Troup

Ron Connally, Amarillo

KC Cox, Houston

Chip Dence, Victoria

Margaret Gilbreth, Austin

Beverly Koehn, San Antonio

Daniel Markson, San Antonio

Patsy Smith, Bedford

Kay Vinzant, Waco

Chip Dence & Michael MooreChip Dence & Michael Moore
Texas 2017 Housing Hall of Honor InducteesTexas 2017 Housing Hall of Honor Inductees

Jesse Baker, San Antonio
E.J. Burke, Jr., San Antonio

Jim Box, Houston
Kent Conine, Dallas

C.W.L. (Dub) Dennis, Wichita Falls
Ted Dinerstein, Houston
Ray Ellison, San Antonio

Ron F. Formby, Arlington
Dave Fox, Dallas

R.G. (Dick) Hughes, Pampa/Wichita Falls
Jean MacDonald, Austin/Kerrville

Randy Neugebauer, Lubbock
Martin Perlman, Houston

Nash Phillips, Austin

Harold Pollman, Dallas
J.B. Sandlin, Ft. Worth

Ted Schlossman, Ft. Worth
Herman Smith, Ft. Worth

Ray Tonjes, Austin
James Uptmore, San Antonio

David Weekley, Houston

PAST RECIPIENTS:
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Owner/Partner, East End Builders & East End Lumber Co. | Victoria, Texas 
Builders Association of Victoria

2017 TEXAS HOUSING HALL of HONOR INDUCTEE

C h i p  D e n c e

Chip Dence is a third-generation 
builder who comes from a family 
of stone masons. His career in 
the construction industry started 

in 1984 when Chip helped buy his friend’s 
father’s lumber and construction company. 
In addition to his construction career, Chip 
had an exciting 26-year career as a pilot. He 
is delighted to be inducted into the Texas 
Housing Hall of Honor: “It’s as high of an 
honor as one can achieve in the business. 
It’s pretty humbling.”

Chip has been very active within the BA of 
Victoria, Texas Association of Builders (TAB), 
and National Association of Home Builders 
(NAHB) since joining in 1984. Within the 
BA of Victoria, Chip has recruited over 200 
members; has served on the Board for 27 
total years; was president in 1991, 2000, and 
2009; and has been chairman of numerous 
committees. At TAB, Chip has served on 
the Board for 31 years, regularly testifies 
during legislative sessions, and serves on 
various committees, including the Codes 
and Standards Committee. He has been a 
HOMEPAC Trustee and a HOMEPAC Gold 
Key nearly every year of his membership,  
was Area IV Vice President in 1999, and has 
been honored as a Life Director since 1998. 
In 2016, Chip named the Texas Builders 
Foundation the beneficiary of his estate. 
As a member of NAHB, Chip served as a 
Director from 1986-1996, a Life Director 

from 1996-2006, and a Senior Life Director 
from 2006-present. He has chaired six NAHB 
committees, including the Construction 
Codes and Standards Committee. He 
spearheaded the creation of the Green 
Building Subcommittee in 2003 and has 
worked with many federal organizations on 
housing industry issues.

Chip has also diligently served the housing 
industry through additional institutions. 
As a member of the International Code 
Council (ICC), he has regularly participated 
in ICC Committee Action Hearings, Public 
Comment Hearings, and Board meetings 
and was a member of the ICC IRC 
Interpretation Committee and the Code 
Development Committee for six years each. 
He worked with FEMA as a member of the 
Coastal Construction Manual Committee,  
the Rewrite Committee, and the Hazard 
Mitigation Team after Hurricane Ike.

An active member within his community, 
Chip served on the Board for the Victoria 
Regional Museum Association from 2004-
2010 and has been Chairman of the Victoria 
City-County Food Service Board of Appeals 
since 2011. He was also the driving force 
behind a new, free home for a paraplegic 
man and his wife who lost their home and 
business in the great floods of 1998.

Chip has been voted the BA of Victoria’s 
Builder Member of the Year six times. He 
was named TAB Builder of the Year in 1999 
and TAB Remodeler of the Year in 2011, and 
in 2014, East End Builders was the recipient 
of the Best Historic Restoration Star Award.

A large-scale accomplishment Chip has 
experienced as co-owner of East End 
Builders is the quality of the homes they 
produce. Not one of the 280+ homes they’ve 
built over the last 30 years in the Victoria 
area has reported damage in the wake of 
Hurricane Harvey. Chip has also enjoyed 

historic restoration work. “In the last 15 years 
we’ve done a lot of historic restoration, and 
to bring a 120- 130-year old house back to its 
original glory is quite a satisfying endeavor.”

A highlight of Chip’s career includes his 
work with the ICC. “Seeing the three model 
code bodies come together to form the 
ICC was certainly a very big thing that I was 
heavily involved in. The forming of the ICC 
was quite an amazing accomplishment and 
something I was really proud to be a part of.” 
He describes the best part of having been 
involved in the code process: “The highlight 
of my whole participation in the building 
codes process has been to see how the 
relationship between builders and building 
officials has evolved. Early on, we were on 
opposite sides of the table. Today, a lot of 
us are best friends. We’ve come to realize 
that we are after exactly the same thing – 
building safe and affordable houses.”

Chip offers some advice for the young 
members of TAB: “It’s very important to 
get involved. There is such a wealth of 
information available to members. To 
participate and be involved is one of the 
best learning tools and one of the best to 
build and maintain credibility as a builder.”

He would like to thank the many people who 
have influenced and guided him throughout 
the years, including Ray Kothe and Ron 
Burton. He’d like to thank his wife of 34 years, 
Mary Jane, who allowed him many trips and 
thousands of hours to tend to the builders 
association business, and his business partner 
of 34 years, John Hamilton, who tended to 
the business while he was away.

Chip’s future plans include, in his own 
words, “Carrying on with the good work. 
At 69, I don’t suspect that I’ll want to do 
this until I fall over, but I might. As long as I 
enjoy it and can see successes, I’ll keep at it.”
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M I C H A E L  M O O R E
2017 TEXAS HOUSING HALL of HONOR INDUCTEE

Owner/Partner, Ironstone Development | San Antonio, Texas 
Greater San Antonio Builders Association

In 1982, Michael Moore was working 
as a sales rep for a home builder when 
his employer presented him with the 
opportunity to work in land acquisition 

and development, and in 1983, Michael 
began what would be a successful and 
enduring career within the field. Michael 
has worked for Gemcraft Homes, Rayco, 
a division of Ellison industries, and KB 
Home. He became owner of Ironstone 
Development in 2002 and partner/VP of XL 
Land Development in 2003.

In addition to running a business, Michael 
has dedicated his time to his local, state, and 
national associations. At Greater San Antonio 
Builders Association (GSABA), he has been a 
Board Member since 1990, was part of the 
Executive Leadership from 2004-2010 and 
from 2015-2017, and was President in 2008. 
Within TAB, Michael has served on many 
committees and has chaired the City/County 
Task Force Committee, Government Relations 
Committee, and Legal Affairs Committee. He 
has been on the Board since 1997, was Area 
IV Vice President from 2001-2003, has served 
four terms on the Executive Committee, has 
been a HOMEPAC Trustee since 2010, and is 
a Life Director. Nationally, Michael has served 
on the National Association of Home Builders 
(NAHB) Board since 2006 and has been a 
BuildPAC Trustee since 2010.

Within his community, Michael has been 
involved in at least 20 committees, including 
the San Antonio Master Plan Advisory 

Committee and the Military Transformation 
Task Force. Most importantly, Michael has 
been involved in the Real Estate Council of 
San Antonio (RECSA), in which he has been 
active since 1998. Within RECSA, Michael 
was on the President’s Council from 1998-
2002, the Executive Committee from 
2010-2017, and was President in 2013. He’s 
proud to be the only person who has been 
President of both GSABA and RECSA.

Michael’s greatest contribution to the 
housing industry has been his work with the 
Texas Association of Builders Government 
Relations Committee and RECSA. Michael 
believes his involvement with both TAB 
and RECSA go hand-in-hand: “By becoming 
involved in the Real Estate Council, I’ve met 
a lot of influential people in the general 
real estate business, which has made it 
easier to work with people outside of my 
specific discipline and to work together 
to solve problems.” Being a part of both 
organizations allows Michael to act as a 
resource. “I’m kind of like the go between 
for both organizations, which look to each 
other for assistance when they need help 
solving a problem,” he said.

TAB's Government Relations Committee 
has had a tremendous impact on Michael’s 
life. “Getting involved in the Government 
Relations Committee was one of the bigger 
events of my life because it’s kept me 
involved for almost 20 years, and it’s been 
a passion of mine,” he said. He explains 
why it’s critical for people to be engaged: 
“It’s very important to be involved because 
when regulations take effect, they affect our 
industry, developers, and home builders. 
But the person who ultimately pays the 
tab is the individual buying the product. It’s 
important for people to be involved in the 
industry because we are the only vehicle to 
slow down or stop regulatory issues that 
affect the cost of housing.”

A few of the awards Michael has been 
honored with over the years include GSABA 

Builder of the Year in 2001, TAB Developer 
of the Year in 2003, RECSA Phillip Barshop 
Founders Award in 2010, and GSABA James 
I. Campbell Lifetime Achievement Award 
in 2013. Michael is the only recipient of 
both the Barshop and Campbell awards. 
He is proud of a few particular career 
achievements. As Land Acquistiion 
Manager for Rayco, one of the country’s 
largest privately held home builders prior 
to its purchase by KB Home, Michael is 
proud of achieving a market penetration 
of 12 of the top 15 communities in the San 
Antonio market at one point in time.  He 
also emphasizes his work with committees 
and regulatory agencies. “I believe I’ve been 
fairly effective in slowing down the amount 
and effect of opposed regulation,” he stated. 

He feels honored to be chosen for the Texas 
Housing Hall of Honor. “It was an incredible 
surprise to me that I would be chosen 
because of the people who had previously 
been inducted. To be included with the likes 
of Mr. Phillips, an incredible contributor to 
our industry, and Mr. Ray Ellison, who is a 
member of the NAHB Housing Hall of Fame, 
is an unbelievable honor. I’m really excited 
about it.”

Michael would like to thank Norman Douglas, 
his business partner of nearly 15 years, for 
supporting his endeavors. “He’s helped make 
what I do and the time I spend away from 
our business a lot easier. I probably wouldn’t 
have had the time if our partnership didn’t 
work the way it does,” Michael said. He’d 
also like to compliment the staff at TAB. “The 
TAB staff has always been very supportive 
and helpful in whatever endeavors we’ve 
approached. They’ve done a great job.”

Michael plans on continuing his work 
with Ironstone Development and XL Land 
Development, focusing on smaller projects, 
and staying involved with the association 
and local groups working on regulatory 
issues for the foreseeable future. 
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Speaking Out

Philip Cortez 
State Representative - District 117

the state. As a city continues to grow, 

affordable housing must be part of the 

growth equation to ensure a balanced 

demographic in all communities.

What inspired you to file House Bill 1245, 

Career and Technical Education funding, 

this legislative session?

Career and technology sector jobs are the 

future of Texas. With an aging workforce, 

we can see how the need for more skilled 

workers will exponentially increase as baby 

boomers retire.  Adding to this demand is 

continued population growth coupled with 

rebuilding in the aftermath of Hurricane 

Harvey. My bill, HB 1245, would increase 

eligibility for CTE weighted funding to 

include students in the eighth grade. When 

students are given the opportunity to take 

introductory and survey courses in high 

school they are able to choose the career 

they are most interested in.  As they  move 

further in the program, they can acquire 

certificates and additional training to be 

prepared for the next step after  graduation, 

whether it be straight into a career, a 

university, or technical school.

Please share with our readers how the 

passage of the school finance reform 

bill will positively impact public school 

districts in Texas. 

While I am disappointed with the final 

product of the bill, I am certainly looking 

forward to the funding appropriated 

for autism and dyslexia programs. Many 

students will benefit from this new program, 

and I anticipate a very positive impact in the 

coming years. The other provision I support 

is the establishment of the commission 

for long-term school finance reform. Even 

though the Senate cut the major funding 

increases for most districts out of the bill, I am 

optimistic that the commission can produce 

substantial reform in our public school 

funding formulas in the coming years. Our 

student population will only increase, which 

Prior to being elected to the House of 

Representatives in 2012, you served on the 

San Antonio City Council. What inspired 

you to become involved in public service? 

My inspiration came from my parents, Rose 

and Willie Cortez, who spoke to my brothers 

and me about the importance of giving 

back to the community and others. I was 

fortunate to earn a good education and use 

that foundation to serve in public office. 

Improving the quality of life for District 117 

residents is what drives me every day. 

As the former Chairman of the Audit, 

Infrastructure and Growth Committees 

and President of the San Antonio Housing 

Trust Public Facility Corporation you 

focused on the development of San 

Antonio neighborhoods. How has your 

city council experience influenced your 

knowledge of the need for affordable 

housing in Texas? 

Owning a home is the dream of many 

residents no matter their income brackets. 

If a member of our community is willing 

to work hard to own a home, then I will 

advocate for resources to be dedicated to 

affordable housing projects throughout 

Philip Cortez

State Representative - District 117

A south side San Antonio native, Representative 
Philip Cortez was first elected in 2012 and 
returned in 2016 to serve his lifelong community 
as State Representative for District 117. He 
earned his associate's degree from Palo Alto 
Community College in 2000 and a bachelor's 
degree in political science from the University of 
Texas at San Antonio in 2002. Representative 
Cortez later earned a master's degree in Public 
Administration from the University of Texas at 
San Antonio in 2007. He will be earning his PhD 
in Educational Administration at the University of 
Texas at Austin in December.

Prior to his position as State Representative, 
Representative Cortez was elected in 2007 
and re-elected in 2009 to the San Antonio City 
Council. As Councilman, he represented District 
4, focusing on the development of the district’s 
neighborhoods and on improvement projects 
citywide. He fought to improve police and fire 
departments, clean up parks, and modernize 
libraries throughout the district. Mayor Julian 
Castro selected Representative Cortez to serve as 
chairman of the Audit, Infrastructure and Growth 
Committees, President of the San Antonio 
Housing Trust Public Facility Corporation, and as 
a member of the Governance Committee.

Since 1999, Representative Cortez has proudly 
served his country in the U.S. Air Force. He 
served for seven years as an enlisted airman 
with the 433rd Airlift Wing at Lackland 
Air Force Base, eventually rising to Staff 
Sergeant. In 2006, Representative Cortez was 
commissioned a Second Lieutenant. Cortez was 
deployed to the Middle East in April 2016 for 
six months in support of Operation Inherent 
Resolve. Representative Cortez was awarded a 
Commendation Medal (First Oak Leaf Cluster) for 
Outstanding Achievement during his deployment. 
In 2013, during the 83rd Session, Representative 
Cortez was named a "Top Freshman Legislator" 
by Capitol Inside Publication. Representative 
Cortez's priorities for the 85th Session included 
veterans services, public schools, senior citizen 
care, and job creation. 

BIOGRAPHY
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means substantial school finance reform is 

essential for the success of Texas' future.

Thank you for your service to our country 

as an airman. What do you recommend 

can be done at the state or local level to 

increase career opportunities for Texas’ 

skilled and dedicated veterans? 

Our nation’s veterans deserve our gratitude 

for their sacrifices while wearing the uniform. 

Each branch of service provides veterans with 

valuable training and experience that should 

not go to waste. State and local governments 

should be conducting outreach events 

geared toward veterans with the intent of 

providing an avenue to put those valuable 

skills to use. Job training programs (both 

non-profit and government based) should 

also focus their efforts on recruiting veterans, 

knowing their skills include discipline and 

attention to detail, respect for others, and 

excellence in all they do.

Will you explain how the passage of 

Senate Bill 6, the Annexation Reform Bill, 

will protect Texans while maintaining a 

healthy military base system? 

The Annexation Reform Bill, passed during 

the special legislative session, gives Texans 

the ability to represent themselves in the 

face of impending annexation. I believe 

wholeheartedly in this initiative and 

was proud to represent District 117 in 

supporting it. As a member of the Air Force 

Reserve, I support our military. I understood 

and valued the importance of protecting 

our military bases from encroachment. 

This bill is balanced, as it provides a five 

mile buffer zone around military bases that 

allows cities to regulate the area, while 

still providing residents a mechanism to 

represent their interests.

Can you explain to our readers how 

municipal utility districts (MUDs) are 

different from other local government 

entities? Are you seeing the growth of 

MUDs in your district?

Credited by economists with cushioning the 

Texas housing market when the housing 

markets were crashing in other states during 

the Great Recession of 2007-2009, MUDs 

play a unique and essential role in meeting 

the housing needs of Texans.  Designed to 

provide an inducement for the investment of 

private capital in public infrastructure, MUDs 

have helped provide an adequate supply of 

housing while ensuring lower home prices 

for homebuyers.  Two of the unique features 

of MUDs is that the costs are paid only by 

those benefiting from the district services 

and that, over time, growth in the district will 

cause both the MUD tax rate as well as the 

homeowner tax bills to decline.

In what ways can the State of Texas 

expedite training opportunities in order 

to develop a skilled workforce needed to 

begin rebuilding?

Expanding career and technology programs 

moving forward will be essential. Providing 

more grants and scholarships for technical 

programs and schools will be critical. 

Allowing students more opportunities to 

take classes, like night or weekend courses, 

will also make a difference for people already 

working full-time jobs.

Is there anything else you would like to 

share with the readers of Texas Builder?

The relief efforts after Hurricane 

Harvey exhibited by our state have 

been overwhelming in generosity and 

compassion. I am inspired by all the 

volunteers heading to the coast to help 

out in any way they can. The rebuilding 

process will be long and complex, but I'm 

confident our state will meet the demand 

and return the coast to the economic 

powerhouse it is. 
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E ach legislative session, the Texas 

residential construction and 

development industry has an 

opportunity to reduce onerous 

regulations on the industry and to 

improve property owner rights.  After a 

successful regular session from January 

to May, TAB had another opportunity to 

pass legislation that benefited the home 

building industry. On Tuesday, July 18, 

2017, Texas Governor Greg Abbott called 

the Legislature back for the First Called 

Special Session of the 85th Legislature.

Compared to a 140-day regular session, 

a special session can last a maximum 

of 30 days. Additionally, unlike during 

a regular session when any topic can 

be considered, during a special session 

only bills that pertain to topics set by 

the Governor can pass. Governor Abbott 

added 21 topics to the call.  Those that 

most directly related to the residential 

construction and development industry 

were property tax reform, annexation, 

tree regulations, expedited permitting, 

and vested property rights. 

Although limited by a 30-day time frame 

and an extensive legislative process, Texas 

Association of Builders expedited efforts 

to re-pass a tree mitigation credit bill and 

prevent harmful legislation from passing.

HOUSE BILL 7: Tree Credits for Mitigation Fees

During the regular session and again 

during the special session, TAB worked 

alongside authors Representative Dade 

Phelan (R-Port Neches) and Senator Lois 

Kolkhorst (R-Brenham) to pass a bill that 

required cities that impose tree mitigation 

fees for tree removal to give property 

owners credits for trees planted and allows 

trees to be planted on a mutually agreed 

upon location by the city and the property 

owner. After more than eight years of 

trying to pass legislation that would limit 

or prevent onerous regulations on trees 

on purchased property, legislation finally 

passed during the special session. On 

August 16, 2017, Governor Greg Abbott 

signed House Bill (HB) 7 into law, with the 

bill taking effect on December 1, 2017. 

Credits provide financial relief to  
property owners
In any city that enforces tree mitigation 

fees, which generally ranged from $90 to 

$300 per caliper inch, a credit will now be 

applied towards the mitigation fee if a tree 

is planted on either the property where the 

original tree was removed or on a mutually 

agreed upon location by the city and the 

property owner. For example, a tree can be 

planted at a school or a park, if there is not 

room to plant on the owner’s lot.

The percentage of credit varies by type of 

property owners. A 100 percent credit will be 

applied towards the mitigation fee for each 

tree planted on a homeowner's existing 

residence, so a homeowner can entirely 

eliminate mitigation fees by planting new 

trees. A 50 percent credit for all residential 

construction and development (including 

multifamily) and a 40 percent credit on all 

other commercial development. 

In order to earn credit, the planted tree 

must have a minimum diameter of two 

inches and the credit must be applied in 

the same manner as the tree mitigation fee 

is assessed.  In order to ensure healthy tree 

growth, cities may enforce best practices 

on the planting of the trees.

Property Rights Protection 
After December 1, 2017, cities can no 

longer restrict the removal of dead and 

diseased trees, including those that pose 

an imminent threat to persons or property 

By Eddie Martin, Chairman of the TAB Government Relations Committee

More Protection for Property Owners: 
How TAB Influenced Policy to Protect Homeowners  
During the 85th First Called Special Session

More Protection for Property Owners: 
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on any piece of property. Additionally, 

cities will be prohibited from imposing 

tree mitigation fees on homeowners if the 

tree is 10 inches or less.

SENATE BILL 6:  Annexation 

Annexation was a prevailing topic during 

both the regular and special sessions. On the 

last day of the regular session, the bill failed 

to pass because of a filibuster (a prolonged 

speech that halts progress in a legislative 

assembly) by Senator José Menéndez 

(D-San Antonio). The topic is important 

to Texans, because rural landowners want 

to ensure their voice matters on decisions 

made by local governments that could 

affect their land, like annexation.

Annexation is a process where a municipality 

expands its boundaries into adjacent areas. 

Senate Bill 6 by Representative Dan Huberty 

(R-Houston) and Senator Donna Campbell 

(R-New Braunfels) reforms and restricts 

the municipal annexation process in Texas. 

Governor Abbott signed SB 6 on August 

15, with an effective date of December 1, 

2017. “In Texas, of all places, property rights 

matter,” said Governor Abbott.

Protecting Property Rights
With the passage of SB 6, Texans will now 

be able to vote on whether a city can annex 

land that is outside of the city’s jurisdiction. 

Cities with a population of 500,000 or more 

are required to get approval from affected 

property owners before annexing new land. 

Additionally, smaller cities and counties 

may opt-in to allow residents whose land 

they plan to annex a chance to vote.

The bill was debated and amended several 

times during the special session. TAB 

supported one amendment to the bill that 

allowed for the recovery of attorney's fees 

for challenges to illegal annexation.

Military Base 5-Mile Buffer
Another amendment added to the bill 

created a five-mile buffer around military 

bases. What this means is that property 

owners who live within five miles of a 

military installation, like Camp Bullis in San 

Antonio, will have the opportunity to vote 

in an election on whether they are annexed 

by the City of San Antonio. However, if those 

voters do not support the annexation, 

it is possible for a city to still regulate 

development in the area to protect base 

training operations in a manner consistent 

with the most recent military Joint Land 

Use Study (JLUS).

SPECIAL SESSION OUTCOME

Property tax reform was not only a priority 

for the Governor and Lieutenant Governor 

Dan Patrick, it was important for many tax-

paying citizens around Texas. Unfortunately, 

a reform bill did not pass during the regular 

or special session. Providing tax relief to 

Texans will continue to be a priority for 

Texas and TAB, so there will be on-going 

discussions during the interim on how to 

make that happen.

During the next several months of the 

interim and leading into the 86th Legislative 

Session (January 2019), TAB and HOMEPAC 

will be actively involved in political 

campaign fundraising and races, engaging 

in the state agency regulatory arena, 

researching legislative issues to address 

during the next session, testifying on behalf 

of the industry in committee hearings, 

and increasing our grassroots network 

throughout Texas. Additionally, TAB will 

be focused on increasing the residential 

construction workforce in order to re-build 

the areas of Texas affected by Hurricane 

Harvey and the tropical storm. 

Eddie Martin is the volunteer chair of TAB’s 

Government Relations Committee. Eddie is the 

President and CEO of Tilson Home Corporation, 

a family owned and operated company building 

custom homes across Texas since 1932. Eddie served as 

president of the Texas Association of Builders in 2012.
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Home Trends: Buyer's Looking for 
Bigger Homes with More Options

By Mary Lou Jay

Judging from the popularity and prolifer-
ation of cable television shows about tiny 
home living, you might think that new 
home buyers, especially younger couples, 
are looking for much smaller spaces.

But Mary DeWalt, president of Mary 
DeWalt Design Group, doesn’t see tiny 
homes as an ongoing trend; it’s simply not 
very practical. “It’s sort of an escapist 
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A
lan Hoffmann is no stranger 

to property rights battles. 

Last year, the Dallas Builders 

Association (DBA) and Texas 

Association of Builders 

member’s project in the extraterritorial 

jurisdiction (ETJ) of Lakewood Village 

prompted a major win for property rights 

advocates, homeowners, and builders in  

Bizios v. Lakewood Village. In that case, the  

Texas Supreme Court affirmed the Court 

of Appeals for the Second District of Texas’ 

finding that the Texas Local Government Code 

does not grant general-law municipalities the 

power to enforce building code ordinances 

within their respective ETJs.

Hoffmann’s next venture into the ETJ 

involved building a home and a barn for 

Harlan and Sue Stauffer on land they have 

owned for decades. The couple obtained 

all of the requisite permits from Collin 

County and began building late last year. 

The Stauffers were just about to pour their 

foundation when the City of McKinney, a 

fast-growing home rule city north of Dallas, 

brought the construction of their dream 

home to a screeching halt.

Although Bizios did not explicitly address 

whether home rule cities could apply 

building codes in the ETJ, the same reasoning 

and arguments are directly applicable. 

However, that has not deterred McKinney 

from involving itself in protracted lawsuits on 

the issue at considerable taxpayer expense. 

Those cases, Arch Resorts v. City of McKinney 

and City of McKinney v. Custer Storage concern 

a RV park and a storage center, respectively. 

Both are located within McKinney’s ETJ.

Those cases literally hit home for the Stauffers 

when McKinney threatened a lawsuit 

against them if they continued construction 

without obtaining a city permit. In order to 

issue a permit, McKinney demanded that 

the couple dedicate three acres of their 

land to the city. The land, valued at more 

than $200,000, is situated at the proposed 

location of future farm-to-market roads and 

would likely be purchased from the Stauffers 

by the Texas Department of Transportation 

at fair market value.

“This is a dream of a lifetime put asunder 

by politicians we cannot even vote for,” said 

Harlan Stauffer. His wife Sue added, “We are 

in our 70s, so we don’t have a lot of time left; 

we just want to build our home and enjoy it 

as long as we can.”

Harlan and Sue do not have the time or the 

money to engage McKinney in another ETJ 

lawsuit, so the Dallas Builders Association 

decided to try another forum, the court of 

public opinion. With a municipal election 

looming, it was time to give the Stauffers 

the voice they did not have at the ballot box 

(since they live outside city limits).

“We decided to call the local ABC and NBC 

affiliates in hopes of finding an investigative 

reporter who would be interested in this 

story,” said Alan Hoffmann. “A storage facility 

and RV park probably don’t move the 

needle for most voters, but, in our case, it 

hit home in a way that people can identify 

with and get engaged on. There are no 

better spokespeople on the issue than the 

Stauffers themselves.”

The media campaign was stunningly effective. 

Interviews included drone footage of horses 

running around a large pond, illustrating how 

far removed the property was from suburban 

sprawl. The Dallas BA targeted and boosted 

the story specifically to likely McKinney voters. 

With #CondemnationWithoutRepresentation 

trending, more than 30,000 impressions and 

5,000 engagements on the story, upstart 

candidates seized the opportunity to change 

the mindset of the incumbent council. 

When the dust settled, three of six council 

seats changed hands and a home builder 

defeated an incumbent council member in 

the mayoral race.

Once seated, the new council, over the 

objections of city staff and taxpayer-funded 

outside legal counsel, voted to change 

McKinney’s regulations to allow the Stauffers 

to build. However, their right to do so comes 

not because the city grants it, but because 

the law allows it.

The moral of this story is that grassroots 

efforts involving TAB and local associations 

working in concert with members in the 

field make a difference for families like the 

Stauffers. We are agents of positive change 

and champions for property rights in the 

legislative, regulatory, and legal processes. 

We can be in the media and with public 

opinion as well. 

By Phil Crone, Executive Officer, Dallas Builders Association

Property Rights Battle Hits Home for Texas CoupleProperty Rights Battle Hits Home for Texas Couple
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Scott Felder Homes has been 

building new homes in Central 

Texas for more than three decades. 

“We are one of the largest 

producers of quality, move-up homes in 

the Austin and San Antonio areas,” said 

Steve Krasoff, company president.

The builder is well known both for the 

quality of its homes, which average 

between $430,000 and $440,000 in price, 

and for the wide range of options that it 

offers to buyers. “We have a 5,000 square 

foot design center at our office, exclusively 

for our customers. Our buyers can come 

in and work with professional designers 

to customize their homes to their liking,” 

Krasoff said. Every Wednesday night is 

a “browse night,” where people who are 

thinking about buying homes in one of the 

company’s communities can come in and 

take a look around the design center so 

they can figure out what options they want 

and how they will fit with their budget.

Scott Felder Homes builds close to 300 

homes each year. One of its newest 

developments, Cypress Forest, is located 

on 120-plus acres in Kyle, Texas. 

“The City of Kyle has really welcomed our 

development. With our reputation and the 

style of homes that we build, they knew 

Cypress Forest, Scott Felder Homes

SCOTT FELDER HOMES 
www . s c o t t f e l d e r h om e s . c o m

Local HBA Affiliation: 
HBA of Greater Austin

Featured Project:  
Cypress Forest

Project Location:  
Kyle, TX

President:  
Steve Krasoff

By Mary Lou Jay
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the neighborhood would be nice,” said 

Krasoff. “In the past, Kyle has been more 

of an area for first-time home buyers, but 

this community has been very successful, 

as now there is a need for move-up homes 

in the Kyle area. Nobody else was doing it.” 

One new resident of Cypress Forest is Kyle’s 

city manager.

LUXURY BATHS, GOURMET KITCHENS

Scott Felder Homes markets Cypress 

Forest as a “hill country enclave with 

easy city access.” Its location on the I-35 

corridor south of downtown Austin makes 

it convenient to employment, shopping, 

and entertainment centers. When the 

community is completed, homeowners 

will also enjoy neighborhood amenities like 

a pool, a splash pad, a walking trail, and a 

catch-and-release pond for fishing.

Cypress Forest opened one and a half 

years ago and will eventually include 

approximately 350 homes. There are three 

sizes of available home sites: 55 feet, 65 

feet, and 80 feet. Homes on the smaller 

lots start in the $270,000s, while homes 

on the largest sites have sold for over 

$500,000 with the various options that 

the buyers have chosen. Buyers can select 

from 20 different models of one- and two-

story homes in a variety of architectural 

styles from farmhouse to hill country 

contemporary. Home sizes range from 

1,600 square feet on the smaller lots to 

almost 3,900 square feet on the largest. 

Homes in Cypress Forest feature exteriors 

of brick and stone, stucco and stone, 

and siding. “When you blend all that in a 

neighborhood, you get a variety of homes 

that all work together,” said Krasoff. 

Scott Felder Homes also includes special 

architectural features in the homes in 

Cypress Forest and all of its communities. 

“People know us for our outdoor living 

space – covered patios with fireplaces, 

outdoor kitchens, firepits, and televisions,” 

said Krasoff. “It really is extra living space. 

We sell a lot of outdoor living options.”

Other often-chosen options include master 

luxury baths with oversized or walk-through 

showers, freestanding bathtubs, and 

upscale finishes. Gourmet kitchens feature 

chef’s appliances and carefully thought-out 

food preparation and gathering spaces.

A REPUTATION FOR QUALITY

"Buyers are attracted to Cypress Forest and 

other Scott Felder Homes communities by 

the builder’s reputation for quality," Krasoff 

said. The company has been honored with 

the prestigious Volume Builder of the Year 

“The City of Kyle has really 
welcomed our development. 
With our reputation and the 
style of homes that we build, 
they knew the neighborhood 

would be nice.”
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award in 2012, 2013, 2015, and 2016 by the 

Texas Association of Builders, in 2015 by the 

Greater San Antonio Builders Association, 

and in 2012, 2013, 2014, 2016, and 2017 by 

the Home Builders Association of Greater 

Austin. “We’ve also won multiple other 

awards for interior and exterior design and 

for marketing,” Krasoff said.

Scott Felder Homes takes a diverse 

approach to marketing. In addition to the 

typical radio, TV, and outdoor billboard 

advertising, it owns two eye-catching, blue, 

white, and red hot air balloons. Emblazoned 

with the company name, the balloons are 

tethered at various locations in Austin and 

San Antonio, building brand recognition. 

The company also sends out email blasts to 

prospective customers with the latest news 

about its homes and communities.

Krasoff attributes the success of Scott 

Felder Homes at Cypress Forest and other 

communities to several factors.

First is the longevity and the experience of 

the company’s staff. “The average tenure 

of most of the senior management at 

Scott Felder Homes is in the 12 to 15-year 

range. We have people who have been 

working together in harmony for a long 

time,” he said. Another is its approach 

to customer service. “Our attitude is do 

the right thing. That’s what guides our 

decisions with our buyers during the 

build cycle and after the sale.”

That commitment to doing the right 

thing is reflected in the buyer satisfaction 

scores that Scott Felder Homes receives 

every quarter in surveys conducted by the 

independent firm of Woodland, O’Brien, 

and Scott. “We are in the top 10 percent of 

their builders quarter after quarter,” Krasoff 

added. Another indicator of customer 

satisfaction is the fact that a large portion 

of the company’s sales come from referrals 

from their past home buyers.

The key to Scott Felder Homes' success at 

Cypress Forest and other communities is 

giving customers the kind of home that 

reflects their own individual tastes and 

preferences, Krasoff said. “Scott Felder 

Homes are the closest thing that you can 

get to a custom home without paying the 

price of a custom home.” 
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David Cook may have grown up in Salt Lake City, 

but he sure has found his niche in Midland-

Odessa, Texas with Permian Homes. David became 

President of Permian Homes in 2012 after a long 

ladder climb in the construction industry. He got started in the 

industry in middle school, cleaning up work sites for the home 

building company his father was a realtor for, and he then 

started into general labor after high school. Throughout his life, 

David has only had one job outside of the industry, and he has 

learned all of his construction skills from on-the-job training. 

Be Proud of Your Home
Permian Homes:

By Karen Knudsen

DAVID COOK, PERMIAN HOMES
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He continued to work his way up the through 

the ranks over the years and had reached 

the level of project manager when in 2010, 

he moved from his native city to Odessa to 

join Permian Homes. David’s lifetime friend 

and current business partner invited him to 

come down and expand Permian Homes 

with him, which he had started with the help 

of some investors and was starting to gain 

traction and success. David shares, “We both 

had big dreams and big ideas.” As president, 

David now spearheads the company with 

his friend as an investor.

As the home building industry in Texas 

continues to grow, so does Permian 

Homes. Just in the last few years, Permian 

Homes has vastly increased the number 

of homes they are building each year, 

from 27 homes in 2010, to 137 homes in 

2015. David expects they will close out 

this year around 140 and even break 200 

in 2018. Single family detached homes 

are the bread and butter of Permian 

Homes, but they’ve also dabbled in 

garden homes and one- and two-story 

townhomes. “We believe you should stick 

with what you’re good at, and the single 

family detached home is the product that 

we are really good at.” 

Permian Homes has also been able to expand 

their development opportunities. They are 

no longer limited to buying lots and building 

in someone else’s development. They now 

have enough capital and security to buy their 

own tracts of land to be fully developed by 

Permian Homes. “We are large enough now 

that we can go out and buy a tract, and we 

can develop it and put all of the utilities in – 

curbs, gutters, streets – and build on the land, 

which is really the more efficient way to do 

it,” David explains. The first tract of land they 

bought for development was 165 acres in 

northeastern Midland. They’ve developed 

half of it so far, and they are currently 

about halfway through their third phase of 

construction in that community. They’ve 

completed and closed four communities and 

currently have four active communities in the 

Odessa-Midland area.

When David came to Permian Homes, he 

came up with a hybrid business plan for 

the company, which he believes sets them 

apart from other home builders. David 

describes the two basic business models 

most home building companies follow: 

either you have large scale builders with 

little to no customization but great price 

points, or custom builders who build fewer 

homes but that are very specific to the 

homeowner’s taste. David has combined 

these two models to come up with a mixed 

business plan of semi-custom building. He 

explains, “We kind of did a hybrid of both. 

We allow customization; we have an entire 

department that takes care of that. So if 

someone does want to take our floorplan, 

with limits, they can customize it to what 

they want, and that’s what we do for them. 

So, we take the desirability of the custom 

home and the availability of non-custom 

houses, and that’s our niche.” 

David describes the challenge of their 

hybrid business plan: “It’s difficult. There’s 

a reason that a lot of builders that 

build the volume we build don’t allow 

customization: because it’s a challenge. 

There’s a lot of things that can fall through 

the gaps, so we’ve created our process 

so that we catch almost everything. We 

have checks and balances so things 

don’t get lost, and we rely heavily on the 

customer providing us picture and word 

documentation of what they’re expecting, 

and we try to meet their expectations.”

Something that Permian Homes hasn’t 

done yet, but that David himself thinks 

would be fun to do, is build a self-sustaining 

home. “I would love to take a house and try 

to build it completely self-sufficient. That 

would be very satisfying for me if I could 

build a house that was completely off the 

grid, so that I’m not using any of the city 

utilities. To build a home that generates 

the electricity it needs, using current 

technology, and to make everything so 

efficient, that the energy that is used is very 

minimal. That would be a really fun project 

that I’d love to try,” David said.
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David attributes Permian Homes' success 

to their team of talented people. “If you 

have quality people that work for you, in 

purchasing, in sales, and in production, than 

you can make the systems work. Permian 

Homes is successful because of the Permian 

Homes team,” he said. He’s happy with how 

everyone at Permian Homes focuses and 

works towards the same goal, as one unit. 

Over the last year, Permian Homes has nearly 

doubled in size; they currently employ 25 

people within the company, including sales.

Right now, David’s future plan for Permian 

Homes is simply to continue to build houses 

that people are proud of and enjoy showing 

off.  “Permian Homes’ mantra is ‘be proud 

of your home,’ and we want to stick to that 

and let that be our driving force – that you 

would want a house that you’d be proud to 

bring your mother-in-law into and show it 

off and be proud of your builder.” In addition, 

David also plans to keep expanding and 

would like to see them expand further into 

the Midland market and to keep offering 

quality products and employment.

David is exceedingly proud of Permian 

Homes' generosity and is happy that they’ve 

been fortunate enough to have the ability 

to support their local community. Permian 

Homes was the contractor for Operation 

FINALLY HOME in 2013 for a soldier who 

had lost his leg in combat, and they recently 

broke ground on another home for the 

organization. The home they are currently 

working on is being built for a veteran who 

is now a paraplegic after being wounded 

while serving on the police force. David 

finds it remarkably gratifying to be a part of 

a company that is not only able to donate 

its own time and services, but that works 

with many contractors and vendors that 

have enough revenue to also donate to 

Operation FINALLY HOME. “It’s extremely 

satisfying to be able to give back to a soldier. 

It’s direct support, and I love to see the 

results. It’s very satisfying to physically see 

the person that you are helping, the family 

you are helping, and the product that you’re 

helping with,” David shares.

In addition to Operation FINALLY HOME, 

Permian Homes, strictly on their own, also 

built and gifted a house to a firefighter 

whose young son requires special care and 

housing needs due to a debilitating disease. 

Permian Homes saw that this experience was 

completely lifechanging for the family, and 

they were pleased to help out by building 

them a new home to raise their son in. David 

is extremely honored that Permian Homes 

was able to extend a helping hand and give 

back to someone in their local community.

Another accomplishment David is proud 

of is Permian Homes making it into the top 

200 of Builder magazine's America’s Biggest 

Builders in 2013 after only being in business 

for six years. “I was pretty proud of that. That 

was a pretty great accomplishment for such 

a young company, to be in the top 200 in 

units and gross revenue in the nation,” he 

said. Permian Homes was ranked number 

193 in 2013 and 191 in 2016.

Permian Homes makes an effort to be 

as involved as possible in its local HBA, 

the Permian Basin Builders Association 

(PBBA), and has been a member since 

2009. Permian Homes has received 

multiple awards for their volunteer 

efforts, including Permian Basin Builders 

Association Top 10 Volunteer in 2014, 

2015, and 2016 and Permian Basin Builders 

Association Volunteer of the Year in 2016. 

Courtney Black, Permian Homes Marketing 

and Communications Director, is currently 

the President of PBBA and continues to 

keep Permian Homes active and involved 
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in the association in any way that they 

can be of service. Both she and David 

attend the Sunbelt Builders Show™, and 

Courtney attends many Texas Association 

of Builders (TAB) events and is sure to 

be at all of the local shows, representing 

Permian Homes. “She comes back and 

gives us all of the ideas from the shows, 

and we use the great ideas she brings 

back and incorporate them into building 

our houses,” David said.

As a member of the Texas Association 

of Builders and PBBA, David benefits 

from the networking opportunities that 

both associations give him. He uses the 

associations to get referrals and find new 

people to work with. “The BA is great for 

networking, even if it’s just discussing 

problems. The BA is an excellent forum 

for that. The networking and relationships 

that we’ve developed with other builders, 

subcontractors, and vendors has been a 

valuable benefit of being associated with 

the Builders Association.” Permian Homes 

has also recently taken advantage of the 

TAB contracts that are available for purchase 

by builder members. After reviewing TAB’s 

contracts, they’ve decided to make the 

switch over to using them and are quite 

satisfied with the content and use they’ve 

gotten from them so far.

In his spare time, David enjoys taking his 

Corvette out for a drive and also loves 

working with his hands. In his leadership 

role at Permian Homes, he’s doing a lot less 

of the hands-on work than he’d like to, and 

so he enjoys working on home projects, 

including building a deck with a pergola 

over it. Most of all, David enjoys spending 

time outdoors. “I really enjoy getting away 

from technology and the busy pace of life 

and getting out in the backcountry and 

just enjoying nature.” One of his favorite 

ways to do this is backpacking in Colorado. 

David and his brothers and sisters always 

try to get together at least once a year for a 

week-long backpacking trip. David misses 

the mountains of the West, but he has 

enjoyed the people and small town feeling 

of Odessa and the opportunities that he 

has had with Permian Homes. 
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B arn doors are a hit! As with any trend, 
you might be asking if the hype is 
worth it. Research suggests that barn 
doors will rapidly gain in popularity as 

the door market expects to grow a steady 6.6% 
annually and be worth $14.95 Billion by 2020, 
according to Cleveland-based market research 
group, Freedonia. 

Bloomberg cited a recent report by Zillow 
Digs noting that barn doors help homes sell 57 
days faster and fetch a 13.4% higher price than 
homes without them. The homes ranged in 
price from $20,000 to $88.3 million and with a 
median value of $232,000. This report confirms 
that the use of barn doors in homes is part of 
an over-all design sense that people value.

For your next home project, consider adding 
barn doors by complementing and highlighting 
a cohesive design aesthetic that are popular 
with buyers. Here are some trends worth noting:

1. Craftsman meets Farmhouse – This is 
a versatile aesthetic that reinterprets rustic 
with updated elements. Barn doors, shaker 
cabinets, farmhouse sinks and subway tiles are 
used together to create this look.  Consider 
GlassCraft’s new MDF Craftsman and Shaker 
 

rolling doors which can be painted to match 
other home decorations and complement this 
timeless home design. 

2. Big-door trend – With the popularity of 
open layout, homebuyers are wanting space 
separation, but without the permanence. For 
example, living rooms and kitchens are often 
connected by wide openings. To close off this 
big space, large-sized barn doors can be used 
like rolling walls. Consider GlassCraft’s Iron 
Plank rolling doors and Barn Doors selection 
that are available up to 84” wide and 96” height 
options (depending on the chosen design).

3. Clean-crisp simple look – To match 
transitional architecture, there is the trend to 
combine traditional with modern elements 
in interior design. Preference for simple 
and clean lines, neutral shades of white to 
chocolate brown, mixing organic elements 
such as wood in combination with sleeker 
contemporary finishes are popular. Consider 
GlassCraft’s Continental rolling doors that 
feature a minimalist design with the classic 

“divided lite” look. You can also add the 
modern twist to any barn door by choosing 
stainless steel hardware, or opting for neutral 
colors such as GlassCraft’s winter white, coal 
grey or charcoal finish.

Barn Doors unlike other design trends combine 
both design appeal and practical function. 
They are space saving, easy to install, cover a 
wide range of openings, complement multiple 
design styles, and easily comply with ADA 
standards for Accessible Design. Considering 
its design appeal and practical benefits, barn 

doors will prove its value long after the hype. 

About GlassCraft Door Company and its  
brand, BarnCraft Rolling Doors & Hardware:
GlassCraft Door Company is one of the nation’s 

largest residential entry door manufacturers with 

185,00 sq. ft. facility in Houston and nationwide 

distribution.  Founded in 1977 as a glass retail supplier, 

the company has since grown into an award-winning 

entry door manufacturer of wood, composite and 

premium steel doors for the residential building 

market. GlassCraft’s BarnCraft Rolling Doors and 

Hardware are available from most leading door and 

millwork suppliers in the Houston area, including: 

Bison Building Materials, BMC Building Materials, Tri-

Supply, Builders First Source/ProBuild and D & E Door.

For more information, visit www.glasscraft.com.

For more information, including catalogs, price lists, assembly videos and, installation videos, visit www.glasscraft.com.

ADVERTORIAL

Barn Doors Trend – Why it Matters?

New BarnCraft MDF Shaker rolling door 
with Gage stainless steel rolling hardware.

New BarnCraft MDF Craftsman door with 
quiet-gliding hardware in Philmont design.

BarnCraft barn doors with mid rail design as 
room separator. Prefinished in coal grey.

New BarnCraft Iron Plank door with coal grey  
finish and new Vintage rolling hardware.
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The Texas Builders Foundation’s largest 2017 fundraising activity is the 
raffle of a Polaris General 4 UTV. Family Power Sports, with locations 
in Lubbock, Odessa and San Angelo, has made this raffle a reality by 
underwriting a large portion of the cost of the Polaris General. At 
its luncheon meeting in September, the West Texas HBA presented 
Family Power Sports with a plaque to thank and recognize them for 
their generous support of the Texas Builders Foundation and the home 
building industry.

The Texas Builders Foundation, the charitable arm of the Texas 
Association of Builders, was established in 2010 to serve as a resource 
to students, the residential construction industry, and the citizens of 
the State of Texas. Its mission is to support and develop the future of 
the Texas construction workforce and facilitate the charitable activities 
of the residential construction industry. For more information, visit 
www.TexasBuildersFoundation.org. 

Dallas Builders Association members met with 
EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt on August 10 
to discuss environmental issues associated 
with developing new projects in the Dallas 
area. Many concerns focused on a misguided 

expansion of “Waters of the United States” 
(WOTUS). The proposal, introduced in 2015, 
attempted to subject much of Texas to costly 
and time consuming federal water and 
wetlands permitting.

“The Dallas Builders Association commends 
EPA Administrator Pruitt for holding this 
roundtable in Dallas to get direct feedback 
from home builders and developers who are 
affected by burdensome regulations that raise 
the cost of housing and harm small businesses,” 
said Dallas BA President Michael Turner.

“We feel like it is important for us to get out into 
the states and talk directly with local people 
and businesses about how EPA regulations 
affect them.  What we are hearing is that 
people deeply care about the environment 
and want sensible regulations that allow them 
to grow their businesses and create local jobs, 
without unnecessary and costly regulatory 
burdens,” said Administrator Pruitt.

Dallas BA Meets with EPA Administrator

Left to Right: Robert Wood, Gena Godinez, Dan Wilson, Mitchell Anderson, West Texas HBA; Colby Richardson, Family Power Sports general manager; Morris Baker, 
owner, Family Power Sports; David Miller, West Texas HBA and chairman, Texas Builders Foundation Fundraising Committee; and Stewart Townsend, West Texas HBA.

Family Power Sports Recognized for Supporting the Texas Builders Foundation

Dallas BA Executive Officer Phil Crone; Owen McDonough, NAHB; Jerry Carter, Jerry Carter Homes; 
Kent Conine, Conine Residential; EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt; Dallas BA President Michael Turner, 
Classic Urban Homes; Donnie Evans, Altura Homes; Frank Murphy, Wynne/Jackson Inc.
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ARC Awards Announces 2017 Winners 

Caprock Custom Construction won Custom Builder of the Year honors  
and was represented by Kay, Joe and Chip Chamberlain.

The Dallas Builders Association has announced winners in its 2017 
ARC Awards, held August 19 at the Westin Galleria and presented in 
partnership with Centricity. The ARC Awards are held each summer to 
recognize building excellence by associate members, remodelers. and 
custom builder members of the Association.

Winners were named in approximately 75 categories including Best 
Conceptual Design, Best CAPS Remodel, Best New Home, Remodeler of 
the Year, and Custom Builder of the Year.
• Caprock Custom Construction was named Custom Builder of the Year. 
• Key Residential was honored as the Remodeler of the Year.
• Phil Smith of the Bath and Kitchen Showplace is the Associate of the Year.

This year’s judges were C.P. Drewett, Drewett Works, Arizona; Tony Foust, 
DaVinci Homes, Oklahoma; Linda Lacroix, Arbor Point Partnership, 
Vermont; Joan Swift, Swiftcreek Construction, North Carolina; and Kevin 
M. Skelly, K.M. Skelly, Inc., New Mexico.

John Todd of Elite Remodeling served as chairman of the ARC Awards. 
Serving with him on the awards committee were: Bill Deal, Centricity; 
Justin Douglas, Douglas Custom Cabinets; Chad Hatfield, Hatfield 
Builders & Remodelers; Teresa Staggs, KJ Custom Screens & Designs; and 
Jane Turner, Classic Urban Homes.

ADVERTORIAL

At Acme there’s more in 
store for you than great 
brick and stone products. 

For your remodeling needs we offer:

• Beautiful Acme thinBRIK to easily create dramatic interior walls.
• Highly efficient fireplace inserts and surrounds
• Beautiful and secure iron entry doors
• Glass block installation systems and glass block
• Ceramic and porcelain tile
• Wood flooring

For outdoor living:

• Outdoor fireplaces and fire pits
• Complete outdoor kitchens and surrounds
• Pizza ovens
• Handsome masonry pavers
• Top quality standalone grills
• Durable masonry retaining-wall units

Find the products you want and the expertise 
you need at any of our 21 Texas showrooms 
or visit brick.com.

Your Acme Brick showroom is the place for fine outdoor living  
and remodeling products. 
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HomeAid Houston's outreach initiative 'Essentials Baskets' is an ongoing 
partnership with the Coalition for the Homeless of Houston/Harris 
Counties. The Way Home program is putting out a call to the public 
to assist the thousands displaced by Hurricane Harvey. HomeAid is 
doing this by expanding its 'Essentials Baskets' initiative to focus on 
these displaced Houstonians who are moving into temporary housing. 
HomeAid is requesting the 'Essentials Baskets' include more home 
goods items such as new bedding, towels, shower curtains and kitchen 
utensils as well as hygiene and cleaning products. The individuals and 
families who are affected by the floods have typically left their homes 
with just the clothes on their backs. These essentials are immediate 
needs for individuals and families as they begin to rebuild their lives.

The Way Home is a collaborative model to prevent and end homelessness 
in Houston, Pasadena, Conroe, Harris, Fort Bend, and Montgomery 
Counties. The program comprises more than 100 partners from all areas 
of the community and is committed to making data-driven decisions to 
enact long-term, sustainable solutions for solving homelessness.

"HomeAid's 'Essentials Baskets' is an ideal initiative to help the 
thousands who have been forced to move into temporary housing 
due to this natural disaster," said Bette Moser, Executive Director 

of HomeAid Houston. "We know everyone wants to reach out and 
help, especially those who are still without a home. Providing new 
bedding, kitchen basics, and hygiene products can make all the 
difference as we work to contribute to Houston's recovery." Items can 
be collected for the baskets by individuals or organizations. HomeAid 
will help organize the items and identify the agencies that can ensure 
they are delivered to the appropriate people.

For more information on HomeAid and HomeAid 'Essentials Baskets'  
visit www.homeaidhouston.org or call 281-970-8970.

Stearns Design Build of College Station, Texas has been named in 
REMODELING's annual list of 50 remodelers at the top of their game.

This industry driven publication doesn’t pick the Big50 based on size, 
revenue, number of jobs, or firm type. REMODELING aims to recognize 
the industry’s best and brightest. The firms honored this year range in 
age from two to 60 years old. Those named use innovative marketing 
techniques and have embraced new technologies to find customers 
and improve operations.

Hugh Stearns, Owner of Stearns Design Build fosters a culture of 
learning in his company. He encourages team members to read 
industry and business materials so that they can discuss and “harvest 
what can” be used in the business.

Hugh’s psychology background extends to his design theory as well. 
He calls his design approach Transitions, as it creates physical and 
visual transitions from the home to natural settings. “We [design 
spaces] to create happy and healthy environments,” Stearns says. 
“Studies have shown that designs that create a connection for people, 
to each other and to natural settings, increase health and happiness.”

The Greater Brazos Valley Builders Association is honored and 
proud to have one its Remodeler’s Council members named in this 
prestigious list of industry leaders.

Stearns Design Build Named in 
REMODELING's Annual List of 50  
Top Remodelers

HomeAid Community Outreach Assists Displaced Houstonians
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Texas’ HBAs extend helping hands

The Greater New Braunfels Home 
Builders Association (GNBHBA) 
saw its members head to the 
Texas Gulf Coast to help those 
hit by Hurricane Harvey. Earnest 
Roofing and Texas Ranch Services 
is spending valuable time on the 
coast to assist those devastated 
by the storm. Several GNBHBA 
members teamed with the Hill 
Country Builders Association 
to feed those in need over the 
Labor Day weekend. 

Greater New  
Braunfels HBA 

The Greater Brazos Valley Builders 
Association (GBVBA) stepped up 
to help organize the distribution 
of donated items from the Home 
Builders Association of Delaware. 
GBVBA Community Service Com-
mittee transported these items to 
those in the affected areas along 
the gulf coast. 

Greater Brazos Valley  
Builders Association 

The Hill Country Builders Association (HCBA) 
created a HCBA Disaster Relief Task Force 
that was put in charge of assisting Hurricane 
Harvey victims along the devastated Texas 
Gulf Coast. The HCBA Disaster Relief Task 

Force collected donated food and supplies 
from members and non-members with a 
goal of feeding first responders, volunteers, 
and anyone in need that was affected by 
Hurricane Harvey in Rockport.  More than 

50 task force volunteers donated their 
time for two weekends, including Labor 
Day weekend.

Colby Duke of Hotchkiss Insurance 
Agency, Patrick Hollaway with Mike 
Hollaway Custom Homes, and Trevor 
Morton with Cachet Real Estate Finance 
organized 300-plus donors in filling up a 
U-HAUL truck with cooking supplies and 
generators, while a pair of refrigerated 
trucks held more than 1,200 pounds of 
sausage, 440 pounds of chicken, 20 pork 
butts, 20 briskets, 800 hamburger patties, 
3,000 hot dogs, and 2,000 eggs. These 
donations allowed the HCBA task force to 
serve more than 15,000 meals. 

HCBA also welcomed donations and 
volunteers from the Greater New Braunfels 
Home Builders Association for the Labor 
Day weekend. 

Hill Country BA 
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On the morning of August 28, Tyler Area Builders Association  (TABA) 
President Erin Wright was putting plans into place on how to help 
the HBAs in the state that were affected by Hurricane Harvey. TABA 
sent out an email to the membership and posted the notification 
on its Facebook page that relief items were being collected. One 
member donated a trailer and another member donated a banner 
to go in front of the TABA building. Donations began pouring in from 
members and the Tyler community. 

Unloading and sorting donations became a full-time job for staff 
and volunteers that week, as the response was overwhelming. The 
original goal was to fill one trailer with supplies, but TABA received 
so many donations that they filled two trailers. One resident from 
the community said they wanted to drop off at our location because 
they knew with TABA’s presence in the area, there would be a plan for 
getting the supplies to those who needed them. 

Wright and TABA’s Executive Vice President Libby Simmons departed 
for the Builders Association of Victoria (BAV) on Thursday, August 
31. Upon arrival, they were met by BAV members who helped 
unload and disperse supplies. The following Monday, a second 
trailer was delivered to the Home Builders Association of Southeast 

Texas in Beaumont. In addition to supplies, TABA received monetary 
donations and was able to place an Amazon order of necessities 
for the Coastal Bend Home Builders Association (CBHBA) in Corpus 
Christi, and the Greater Houston Builders Association (GHBA). 

“It was a pretty moving sight to see, but even more moving is 
seeing our community come together to help strangers in tough 
times,” said Wright.

Tyler Area Builders Association 

During the early stages of Harvey, McCoy’s Building Supply was 
active across its social media channels keeping customers aware of 
changing store hours and product availability. They used Facebook to 
communicate with the Aransas Pass Police Department to let them 
know that they were open and what supplies were available for the 
community. The APPD was very active on their Facebook page so 
this was the quickest way to share information and get the word out. 

During this time, there were many inspiring messages on social 
media about the efforts of McCoy’s in their communities. The 
Dayton Store Manager, Martin Flukinger, was shown on Houston TV 
stations rescuing folks from their homes in his fishing boat. Johnny 
Sanchez, a McCoy’s Store Manager, helped a customer sandbag his 
house. These stories were all around and made RGVHBA very proud 
of our McCoy’s community. 

McCoy’s teamed up with Matt Risinger, Risinger Homes, to create a 
video that was shared across social media about best practices for 
clean-up after a flood. McCoy’s store teams that weren’t directly 
affected came together to help those in need. Some team members 
volunteered to go to Corpus Christi, Aransas Pass, and Houston area 
stores that needed additional support. Other store teams collected 
donations to send to the affected areas. 

McCoy’s stores in the Houston area created flood “clean-up kits” 
for customers. Several hundred kits were provided to customers at 
no charge. They also put into place special Harvey Relief discount 
pricing on a range of building materials including insulation, drywall, 
primer, and shingles to support their customers and team members 
affected by Hurricane Harvey as they recover and rebuild.

McCoy’s Building Supply 
Submitted by Rio Grande Valley Home Builders Association 

CORRECTION: The late Ted Schlossman was a member of the Builders Association of Greater Fort Worth, not the Dallas Builders Association 
as noted in the 2017 September/October Texas Builder Magazine issue. 
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The East Texas Builders Association (ETBA) quickly formed a partnership 
with members, churches, and public schools in the Longview area to 
assist those devastated by Hurricane Harvey. The response from the 
community coming together for their Texas neighbors was amazing. 
People donated food, water, clothing, baby items, cleaning supplies, 
boats, trucks, and their time to rescue and assist Texans in need. 

The Texas coast was hit hard by Hurricane Harvey 
in August, and communities across the state 
have struggled to clean up and rebuild. The 
construction science and management student 
members of the UTSA Student Chapter of the 
National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) 
identified a family in need in Aransas Pass, Texas 
and set out to use their construction knowledge 
and labor to make a difference. 

The UTSA NAHB Student Chapter volunteered 
their own time during the weekends of October 
7-8 and October 14-15 to complete a roof 
replacement. The homeowners had no home 
insurance and are currently housing their adult 
son and his family, whose house was destroyed 
by the hurricane. The family was overwhelmed 
at the assistance.

Greater San Antonio Builders Association (GSABA) 
members Southern Shingles, TAMKO, and Bondoc 
Roofing came together to donate nearly $4,000 

Alan Amos, ETBA President and owner of Satterwhite Log Homes, 
worked with coastal volunteer fire departments and churches to 
identify where donations were needed the most. David Johnson, 
ETBA Vice President and President of D.J. Johnson & Company, 
organized the rescue efforts and launched the first trailer and rescue 
team with boats on August 28. 

ETBA, churches, and Satterwhite Log Homes sent 12 pallets of water 
to Beaumont. In addition, the Longview community was able to help 
the Rockport, Vidor, Buna, Kirbyville, Cypress, Port Neches, Orange, 
Katy, Mooreville, Port Arthur, Mauriceville, and Silsbee areas.

Satterwhite Log Homes & Combat Warriors had three teams working 
around the clock, each with big tandem axle cargo trailers and one-ton 
trucks. Clay and Angela Crawford, of C5 Land Services, volunteered to 
take donated supplies to the gulf coast using their 30-foot gooseneck 
trailer. Spring Hill ISD organized each of their campuses to collect 
specific items. Then, ETBA worked with the Crawfords to pick up and 
deliver those donated items to the gulf coast area. In addition, Terry 
Edney Building Systems, LLC and Big Daddy’s Stereo sent rescue teams.

in materials for the project. GSABA member 
Seven13 Signs & Graphics donated yard 
signage to proudly advertise the project as 
a student-led charitable effort.

“Activities like the Construction Students 
Harvey Rebuild Project are possible because 
of the close working relationship between 
the UTSA Department of Construction 

Science, College of Architecture, 
Construction, and Planning and GSABA. 
Construction students embrace the 
importance of community engagement, 
which makes our students better citizens 
and better future professionals”, UTSA 
Construction Science Department Chair Dr. 
Tulio Sulbaran said.

East Texas Builders Assoc. Outreach Efforts

UTSA NAHB Student Chapter 
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