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President’s Commentary

A Year to Remember
Workforce Training
I’m also very proud that our industry has

2016 TAB Senior Officers

taken it upon ourselves to help alleviate the

President
Tim Jackson, Tim Jackson Custom Homes, Inc.
Fairview, Texas
First Vice President
Rick McGuire, McGuire Builders, Inc.
Lubbock, Texas
Vice President/Secretary
Justin MacDonald, MacDonald Companies
Kerrville, Texas
Treasurer
Sue Ann Pinger, Pinger & Company, LLC
Austin, Texas
Immediate Past President
Steve Sorrells, Sorrells and Company, LLC
Waco, Texas

shortage of skilled workers in residential
home building. Several of our local
associations have stepped up by assisting in
the development of trades programs for high
school and community college students.
These programs, and the work that went into
getting them established, will greatly enhance
our profession and protect our future.

By Tim Jackson

I

In addition, TAB continues to remain
committed to providing education and

t seems like yesterday that I was taking the oath

current information to its members. A

to lead this great association and now I’m about

perfect example is the Energy Code Training

Finally, I want to thank our incredible TAB

to hand over the gavel to one of the most well

seminars that were held around the state the

staff. They show up early and stay late to

past few months.

make sure all of our TAB events, programs,

respected members I’ve had the pleasure to work

meetings, and lobbying efforts are successful.

beside this year, Rick McGuire.
TAB works every day to help ensure that you

Scott, Mary, Ned, Lorraine, Angelica, Tamara,

Membership and workforce training have been,

have the tools you need to best serve your

Felicia, Debbie, Canda, and Sloan… you

and will continue to be, major focuses for our

customers and help you do business better.

are the best in the business! I also want to

federation. We made strides this year, but I’m

It’s vital that we devote our time to education

welcome Melinda Smith, TAB's new legislative

excited to watch the continued growth in both

and stay up-to-date on policy changes and

and administrative assistant to our staff. You

areas in 2017.

technology updates.

have certainly made my year as president an
enjoyable one. Thank you for all you do for
our great association and our industry.

Our Federation, Our Future

Happy Trails

I’m proud that our federation, especially Texas,

As my term of serving as your president comes

stresses the importance of membership. Without

to a close, I have many people that I would like

Together, we have accomplished many great

members, we wouldn’t have the visual or physical

to thank for making 2016 a successful year for

things in 2016. However, there are always

presence we exhibit in the Capitol and within our

the Texas Association of Builders.

new challenges on the horizon. I hope each
of you will continue your support of our

home cities with elected officials. The strength of
our membership is what makes our organization

First, I want to thank all of the committee

association in 2017 and beyond. We have

credible, well-respected and strong.

and board members who committed their

a great 2017 senior leadership team with

time and talents to our association and the

incoming president Rick McGuire at the

Recruiting and retaining members is one of the

home building industry. Your participation

helm. I have no doubt that Rick will be a great

most vital tasks that a TAB member can engage

on committees, task forces, and at board

leader of our association. I wish him, Justin,

in year-round. Our members are our customers,

meetings is what drives this association.

Robert Wood, and Sue a successful year.

our undivided attention. A growing association is

Second, I would like to thank all of the senior

Thanks again for all your support in 2016.

a healthy association.

officers that I have had the pleasure to serve

It has been an incredibly enjoyable year

with. Your dedication and leadership skills

for me. I am truly honored to have served

We did see growth and retention within our local

are second to none. It has been an honor to

as the president of the Texas Association of

associations this year but we need to continue this

serve with Rick McGuire, Justin MacDonald,

Builders. I look forward to my continued

upward jouney as it will be impactful during the

Sue Ann Pinger and Steve Sorrells.

involvement and hope to see each of you at

and we need to treat them with care, respect and

2017 Legislative Session.

future TAB meetings and functions.
TexasBuilders.org
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Executive Director’s Message

Another Year of Successes!
land use regulation, and the importance of

members and staff that we saw the best

special districts, just to name a few.

attendance in years at our March and
August committee and board meetings,

By M. Scott Norman, Jr.

All of these, and other matters critical to

and that our 2016 Sunbelt Builders Show™

the residential home building and land

was one of the most successful in its 16

development industry, make it extremely

years of existence. The engagement of

important that you make your plans

our membership in TAB’s meetings and

to attend TAB’s Rally Day at the State

events is proof that our association is

Capitol on Wednesday, February 22. This

healthy and can continue its important

is our opportunity to bring our unified

work in fulfilling our mission: The Texas

message to our statewide elected officials,

Association of Builders is dedicated to

State Senators, State Representatives, and

creating a positive business environment

their staff. A huge impression is made

for the housing industry by addressing the

upon these policymakers when hundreds

housing issues of the people of Texas.

It seems as if we were
just starting a new year,
and now it’s time to wrap
up what has been a very
busy and successful 2016
for the Texas Association
of Builders.

of

residential

construction

industry

professionals descend upon the Capitol to

Examples of this include: providing energy

advocate for affordable housing for Texans.

code training statewide through our 28
local home builders associations; offering

The evening of February 22, we will hold

timely and cutting-edge education sessions

our

Reception

at Sunbelt; showcasing the latest and best

at the Driskill Hotel. All of our elected

traditional

products and services at our trade show;

representatives and their staff are invited to

and keeping you up-to-date on the latest

join us for this relaxed opportunity to visit

building industry news through our various

following a long, exciting day of formal

publications. TAB works every day to help

Although this has been an “interim” year

meetings. I am always pleased with the

ensure that you have the tools you need to

(a year in which the Texas Legislature

number of Senators and Representatives

best serve your customers and help you do

does not meet), your TAB staff and

who look forward to joining their

business better.

government relations team have been

constituents – our members – at this event.

busier than ever working toward the 2017

This is due in large part to the relationships

As we begin the holiday season, I want to

Legislative Session with legislators and

that TAB’s members have with their

thank you for your support of the Texas

regulatory agencies on a wide variety of

legislators.

advocacy

Association of Builders and the home

issues that affect your bottom line and,

program is one of the best and strongest in

building industry. To the over 1,400

more importantly, the continued success

the state, and your participation is integral

people a day that moved to Texas this year,

of the number one housing market in

to the success of our legislative agenda.

welcome home. We’re glad to have you

Our

Legislative

grassroots

here and our members are proud you’ve

the nation.
I invite you to stay over for TAB’s winter

decided to join us in our Great State. To

our

meetings that will be held February 23 – 24

our TAB members and fellow Texans,

membership is daunting, and your volunteer

at the Driskill Hotel. Not only will we share

I wish many blessings on you and your

leadership

are

information from our legislator meetings,

family through 2016 and look forward to

continually engaged in policy discussions

but it is a chance for you to be involved in

an even better 2017!

and activity on your behalf. The issues of

the governance of our association.

The

multitude
and

of

issues

professional

facing
staff

interest this interim include building codes,

8

workforce challenges, property and other

As I look back over 2016, it is a great

taxes and other matters affecting housing,

source of pride for our volunteer leaders,

Texas Association of Builders November/December 2016

On Council

Texas Housing
Hall of Honor

Pioneers Grace The Texas
Housing Hall of Honor Walls

Jesse Baker, Jr. – 2008
E.J. Burke – 2013
Jim Box – 2012
Kent Conine – 2010
C.W.L. Dennis – 2010
Ted Dinerstein – 2009
Ray Ellison – 2012
Ron Formby – 2014
Dave Fox – 2008
R.G. Hughes – 2009
Jean MacDonald – 2010
Randy Neugebauer – 2009
Martin Perlman – 2010
Nash Phillips – 2009
Harold Pollman – 2015
J.B. Sandlin – 2008
Ted Schlossman – 2011
Herman Smith – 2008
James Uptmore – 2009

By Steve Sorrells and David Miller

J

ust as a house is only as strong as

chairman David Miller explained, “If

finally cast a secret ballot for their choices.

its foundation, the Texas housing

you don’t know about your past, how can

The nominees are announced at the TAB

industry’s strength today can be

you improve on your future?” The 19

summer board meeting each year that’s

traced

profession’s

members who grace the walls of the Texas

held in conjunction with the Sunbelt

pioneers. Since 2008, these trailblazers and

Housing Hall of Honor provided essential

Builders Show™.

their contributions have found a home in

building blocks to today’s residential

the Texas Housing Hall of Honor. The Hall

construction industry in the areas of

The celebration of the inductees and

was created to celebrate men and women

education, high production, single family

current Hall of Honor members kicks off

who have made significant and lasting

construction, multifamily dwellings, land

the Excellence in Leadership Dinner that

contributions to the housing industry.

development, product innovation and

is held following the Annual Meeting of

Inductees are selected annually by the

civic service. Their accomplishments have

the Membership and TAB’s fall meetings.

Housing Hall of Honor Board of Governors.

paved the way for Texans to have sound,

At that time, a presentation of awards

Builders, developers, remodelers, trade

affordable housing.

and medals is made, preceded by a video

back

to

the

professionals, suppliers and government
and

industry-allied

professionals

are

presentation highlighting the honorees’
The Board of Governors of the Texas

accomplishments. Many Hall of Honor

Housing Hall of Honor consists of

members and their families return each

12

diverse

year for the celebration. This is a time for

Actually, the recipients are more than

backgrounds from all corners of our state.

reminiscing and reflection. This black-tie

recognized.

and

They serve for three-year terms. They

event is a highlight of the association’s year.

memorialized,

spend hours meticulously poring over

considered for recognition.

Their

accomplishments
and

future

contributions
are

generations

of

men

and

women

with

building

applications evaluating each and every

This year’s inductees include a pioneer

industry members will understand how

accomplishment, award and achievement

in the green building movement and an

the industry came to be what it is today.

of the candidates. Then, they come

innovator in high production building.

As Texas Housing Hall of Honor co-

together for a lengthy discussion and
TexasBuilders.org
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On Council

Ray Tonjes has worked for

that they build, the services that they offer

to an unparalleled success in building over

decades to bring sustainable

their customers and the communities

80,000 new homes for Texans.

construction to the forefront

that they serve. David Weekley Homes

of

Long

has been named National Builder of the

Like their predecessors, and by definition,

before green building was

our

industry.

Year twice. Their culture is “do the right

Mr. Tonjes and Mr. Weekley are pioneers

mainstream, Ray advocated at

thing” at all costs for their customers.

– “People who begin or help develop

the local, state and national levels

David Weekley Homes has also been

something new and prepare the way for
others to follow.”

for these building practices. He chaired

named one of Fortune magazine’s 100 of

committees, developed standards, wrote

the Best Companies to Work For 10 times.

educational curriculums, taught classes,

He has donated over $100 million dollars

presented seminars and promoted green

to charities over the past 20 years, and

building. His legacy is largely noticeable

a future commitment for 20 percent of

with the rapid development of sustainable

their profits is earmarked for charitable

communities not just in Austin, but across

causes. These business practices have led

Steve Sorrells and David Miller are currently serving
as volunteer co-chairs for the Board of Governors
for the Texas Housing Hall of Honor. Steve is
owner and president of Sorrells & Company, LLC in
Waco, Texas, while David is President of McDougal
Construction in Lubbock, Texas.

Texas and the United States.
During the past 40 years,
David Weekley and his
company

have

been

innovators in the homes

12
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Texas Housing Hall of Honor Board of Governors
David Miller
Steve Sorrells
JC Calcote

Ron Connally
KC Cox
Tom Davis

Victor Drozd
Margaret Gilbreth
Beverly Koehn

Dan Markson
Jayne Mortensen
Patsy Smith

TexasBuilders.org
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HOMEPAC

Time to Get Out And Vote!

T

he residential construction industry

vote can help ensure Texas elects more

bold on the TAB Voter Guide will pay close

needs your vote November 8.

pro-housing candidates.

attention to the issues that have a direct

While the Federal portion of the

effect on our industry.

ballot is critical to our nation and

When you get ready to cast your vote,

state, remember that all 150 Texas State

review the TAB Voter Guide and take it

Share the TAB Voter Guide with colleagues,

Representatives and half of the Texas Senate

with you to your local polling location.

friends and family. Vote Pro-Housing!

will also be on the General Election ballot.

The TAB HOMEPAC Trustees take careful

These Texas candidates, if elected, will be

consideration

which

Cast your vote during the early voting

the decision-makers deciding policy in the

candidates to support in each election. TAB

period (October 24 - November 4) or on

Texas Capitol building next session. Your

is confident that the candidates listed in

Election Day (Tuesday, November 8).

when

selecting

Thank You to the 2016 HOMEPAC Donors
as of September 19, 2016
CAPITOL CLUB — $5000+
Randy Bowling
Kathy Britton
Tim Jackson
Gene Lantrip
Granger MacDonald
Eddie Martin
Matthew Reibenstein
Aaron Waldrop
DIAMOND KEY — $3000
Bobby Bowling
Kent Conine
George Lewis
Justin MacDonald
David Miller
PLATINUM KEY — $1500
Tiffany Acree
Jason Carothers
Paul Davis
Mike Dishberger
Victor Drozd
Don Faulkner
Tommy Ford
Tommie Harendt
Mike Hotchkiss
Meagan McCoy Jones

Barry Kahn
Frank Langley
George McMahan
Michael Moore
Wayne Moravits
Scott Norman
Walter Pate
Rick Renfro
Douglas Schwartz
The Graydon Group
Scott Whisenant
Robert Wood
GOLD KEY — $1000
Don Allen
Adam Aschmann
Jeff Avery
Adrian Balderas
Mike Biggerstaff
Randy Birdwell
Fred Braselton
D'Ann Brown
Joe Carlyle
Ricky Casey
Chad Decker
Chip Dence
Steve DeVoe
Carlton Edwards

Donnie Evans
Gonzalo Garcia
Margaret Gilbreth
Kerry Hamblett
Lee Hughes
Trey Hunt
Lucy Katz
Leslie King
Beverly Koehn
Josh LeComte
Carol Longacre
Dan Markson
Jeremy McBrayer
Jimmy McDonald
Rick McGuire
John McKinney
Barry McLeod
Mike Mishler
John Montgomery
Steve Nix
Fred Parker
Sue Ann Pinger
James Rodriguez
Ron Rohrbacher
James Rudnicki
Shane Salyer
Michael Schaefer
Patsy Smith

Steve Sorrells
Trey Strong
Mike Sugrue
Geoffrey Tahuahua
Patricia Taylor
Ray Tonjes
Eric von Rosenberg
Terry Weaver
Wes Wigginton
Joe Wilson
Erin Wright
SILVER STAR — $500
Kena Armstrong
JC Calcote
Kenny Click
Phil Crone
Bobby Davis
Jon Day
Jim Frankel
Doug Groves
Mike Hineman
Graham Langley
Muff London
Steve Louis
Emily Lubbers
Frank Murphy
Buck Prewitt

Tony Prokop
Susie Scadden
Kristi Sutterfield
David Tate
Robby Tosh
Randy Weaver
Jordan Wheatley
LONE STAR — $250
Tim Akens
Mark Aldriedge
Clyde Beaty
Doug Boyd
Gary Cortese
Angela Daughtry
Tike Davis
Richard Denman
Kevin Frankel
Scott Frankel
Randy Humphrey
Jerry Jones
Ned Muñoz
Scott Olson
Mike Pardue
Phillip Smith
Wesley Stockard
Brad Wyrick

TexasBuilders.org
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HOMEPAC

TAB VOTER GUIDE – 2016 Texas General Election
Early Voting: October 24 – November 4

•

General Election: November 8

There are 150 members of the Texas House of Representatives and half of the Texas Senators up for
election. This TAB Voter Guide provides a list of HOMEPAC-supported candidates in bold in the 2016
Texas General Election. For FAQs about voting and polling locations, visit VoteTexas.gov. For a list of
BUILD-PAC supported Congressional candidates, please contact NAHB.
HOMEPAC is the registered, non-partisan, political action committee of the Texas Association of Builders. All decisions to support a
legislative candidate are made by the HOMEPAC Board of Trustees. Positions indicated at the time of printing.
Political ad paid for by HOMEPAC of Texas Inc. M. Scott Norman, Jr. Treasurer. HOMEPAC represents your political interests at the state level and is prohibited by law from donating to federal campaigns. Corporate
donations are not accepted. Contributions are not deductible for federal income tax purposes. Contributions to the Texas Association of Builders HOMEPAC are voluntary and are used for political purposes.

SUPREME COURT
JUSTICE RACES
Place 3
Debra Lehrmann (R)
Place 5
Paul Green (R)
Place 9
Eva Guzman (R)

TEXAS RAILROAD
COMMISSIONER
Wayne Christian (R)

TEXAS SENATE
RACES

District 18
Lois Kolkhorst (R)
Aransas, Austin, Burleson,
Calhoun, Colorado, DeWitt,
Fayette, Fort Bend (part),
Goliad, Gonzales, Harris
(part), Jackson, Lavaca, Lee,
Matagorda, Nueces (part),
Refugio, Victoria, Waller,
Washington, Wharton
District 19
Carlos Uresti (D)
Atascosa (part), Bexar (part),
Brewster, Crockett, Dimmit,
Edwards, Frio, Kinney,
Maverick, Medina, Pecos, Real,
Reeves, Terrell, Uvalde, Val
Verde, Zavala
District 20
Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa (D)
Brooks, Hidalgo (part), Jim
Wells, Nueces (part)

District 1
Bryan Hughes (R)
Bowie, Camp, Cass, Franklin,
Gregg, Harrison, Lamar,
Marion, Morris, Panola, Red
River, Rusk, Smith, Titus,
Upshur, Wood

District 21
Judith Zaffirini (D)
Atascosa (part), Bee, Bexar
(part), Caldwell, Duval,
Guadalupe (part), Hays (part),
Jim Hogg, Karnes, LaSalle, Live,
Oak, McMullen, San Patricio,
Starr, Travis (part), Webb,
Wilson, Zapata

District 4
Brandon Creighton (R)
Chambers, Galveston (part),
Harris (part), Jefferson,
Montgomery (part)

District 22
Brian Birdwell (R)
Bosque, Ellis, Falls, Hill, Hood,
Johnson, McLennan, Navarro,
Somervell, Tarrant (part)

District 6
Sylvia Garcia (D)
Harris (part)
District 11
Larry Taylor (R)
Brazoria (part), Galveston
(part), Harris (part)

District 24
Dawn Buckingham (R)
Bandera, Bell, Blanco, Brown,
Burnet, Callahan, Comanche,
Coryell, Gillespie, Hamilton,
Kerr, Lampasas, Llano, Mills,
San Saba, Taylor (part),
Travis (part)

District 12
Jane Nelson (R)
Denton (part), Tarrant (part)

District 26
José Menéndez (D)
Bexar (part)

District 13
Borris Miles (D)
Fort Bend (part), Harris (part)

District 27
Eddie Lucio, Jr. (D)
Cameron, Hidalgo (part),
Kenedy, Kleberg, Willacy

16

District 28
Charles Perry (R)
Baylor, Borden, Childress,
Coke, Coleman, Concho,
Cottle, Crane, Crosby, Dawson,
Dickens, Eastland, Fisher,
Floyd, Foard, Garza, Hale,
Hardeman, Haskell, Hockley,
Irion, Jones, Kent, Kimble,
King, Knoz, Lamb, Lubbock,
Lynn, Mason, McCulloch,
Menard, Mitchell, Motley,
Nolan, Reagan, Runnels,
Schleicher, Scurry, Shackelford,
Stephens, Sterling, Stonewall,
Sutton, Taylor (part), Terry,
Throckmorton, Tom Green,
Upton, Ward, Wilbarger
District 29
José Rodríguez (D)
Culberson, El Paso, Hudspeth,
Jeff Davis, Presidio

TEXAS HOUSE
RACES
District 1
Gary VanDeaver (R)
Bowie, Franklin, Lamar,
Red River
District 2
Dan Flynn (R)
Hopkins, Hunt, Van Zandt
District 3
Cecil Bell (R)
Montgomery (part), Waller
District 4
Lance Gooden (R)
Henderson (part), Kaufman
District 5
Cole Hefner (R)
Camp, Morris, Rains, Smith
(part), Titus, Wood
District 6
Matt Schaefer (R)
Smith (part)
District 7
Jay Dean (R)
Gregg, Upshur

Texas Association of Builders November/December 2016

District 8
Byron Cook (R)
Anderson, Freestone, Hill,
Navarro
District 9
Chris Paddie (R)
Cass, Harrison, Marion, Panola,
Sabine, Shelby
District 10
John Wray (R)
Ellis, Henderson (part)
District 11
Travis Clardy (R)
Cherokee, Nacogdoches, Rusk
District 12
Kyle Kacal (R)
Brazos (part), Falls, Limestone,
McLennan (part), Robertson
District 13
Leighton Schubert (R)
Austin, Burleson, Colorado,
Fayette, Grimes, Lavaca,
Washington
District 14
John Raney (R)
Brazos (part)
District 15
Mark Keough (R)
Montgomery (part)

District 21
Dade Phelan (R)
Jefferson (part), Orange

District 35
Oscar Longoria (D)
Cameron (part), Hidalgo

District 22
Joe Deshotel (D)
Jefferson (part)

District 36
Sergio Muñoz (D)
Hidalgo (part)

District 23
Wayne Faircloth (R)
Chambers, Galveston (part)

District 37
René Oliveira (D)
Cameron (part)

District 24
Greg Bonnen (R)
Galveston (part)

District 38
Eddie Lucio, III (D)
Cameron (part)

District 25
Dennis Bonnen (R)
Brazoria (part), Matagorda

District 39
Armando Martinez (D)
Hidalgo (part)

District 26
Rick Miller (R)
Fort Bend (part)

District 40
Terry Canales (D)
Hidalgo (part)

District 27
Ron Reynolds (D)
Fort Bend (part)

District 41
Bobby Guerra (D)
Hidalgo (part)

District 28
John Zerwas (R)
Fort Bend (part)

District 42
Richard Raymond (D)
Webb (part)

District 29
Ed Thompson (R)
Brazoria (part)

District 43
J.M. Lozano (R)
Bee, Jim Wells, Kleberg,
San Patricio

District 16
Will Metcalf (R)
Montgomery (part)

District 30
Geanie Morrison (R)
Aransas, Calhoun, DeWitt,
Goliad, Refugio, Victoria

District 17
John Cyrier (R)
Bastrop, Caldwell, Gonzales,
Karnes

District 31
Ryan Guillen (D)
Atascosa, Brooks, Duval, Jim
Hogg, Kenedy, LaSalle

District 18
Ernest Bailes (R)
Liberty, San Jacinto, Walker

District 32
Todd Hunter (R)
Nueces (part)

District 19
James White (R)
Hardin, Jasper, Newton, Polk,
Tyler

District 33
Justin Holland (R)
Collin (part), Rockwall

District 20
Terry Wilson (R)
Burnet, Miliam, Williamson
(part)

District 34
Abel Herrero (D)
Nueces (part)

District 44
John Kuempel (R)
Guadalupe, Wilson
District 45
Jason Isaac (R)
Blanco, Hays
District 46
Dawnna Dukes (D)
Travis (part)
District 47
Paul Workman (R)
Travis (part)
District 49
Gina Hinojosa (D)
Travis (part)

HOMEPAC

TEXAS HOUSE
RACES
District 50
Celia Israel (D)
Travis (part)
District 51
Eddie Rodriguez (D)
Travis (part)
District 52
Larry Gonzales (R)
Williamson (part)
District 53
Andrew Murr (R)
Bandera, Crockett, Edwards,
Kerr, Kimble, Llano, Mason,
Medina, Menard, Real,
Schleicher, Sutton
District 54
Scott Cosper (R)
Bell (part), Lampasas
District 55
Hugh Shine (R)
Bell (part)
District 56
Charles “Doc” Anderson (R)
McLennan (part)
District 57
Trent Ashby (R)
Angelina, Houston, Leon,
Madison, San Augustine, Trinity
District 58
DeWayne Burns (R)
Bosque, Johnson
District 59
J.D. Sheffield (R)
Comanche, Coryell, Erath,
Hamilton, McCulloch, Mills,
San Saba, Somervell
District 60
Mike Lang (R)
Brown, Callahan, Coleman,
Eastland, Hood, Palo Pinto,
Shackelford, Stephens
District 61
Phil King (R)
Parker, Wise
District 62
Larry Phillips (R)
Delta, Fannin, Grayson
District 63
Tan Parker (R)
Denton (part)
District 64
Lynn Stucky (R)
Denton (part)

District 65
Ron Simmons (R)
Denton (part)
District 66
Matt Shaheen (R)
Collin (part)
District 67
Jeff Leach (R)
Collin (part)
District 68
Drew Springer (R)
Childress, Collingsworth,
Cooke, Cottle, Crosby,
Dickens, Fisher, Floyd, Garza,
Hall, Hardeman, Haskell, Jack,
Kent, King, Montague, Motley,
Stonewall, Throckmorton,
Wheeler, Wilbarger, Young
District 69
James Frank (R)
Archer, Baylor, Clay, Foard,
Knox, Wichita
District 70
Scott Sanford (R)
Collin (part)
District 71
Stan Lambert (R)
Jones, Nolan, Taylor
District 72
Drew Darby (R)
Coke, Concho, Glasscock,
Howard, Irion, Reagan,
Runnels, Sterling, Tom Green
District 73
Kyle Biedermann (R)
Comal, Gillespie, Kendall
District 74
Poncho Nevárez (D)
Brewster, Culberson, Hudspeth,
Jeff Davis, Kinney, Loving,
Maverick, Pecos, Presidio,
Reeves, Terrell, Val Verde
District 75
Mary González (D)
El Paso (part)
District 76
César Blanco (D)
El Paso (part)
District 77
Evelina Ortega (D)
El Paso (part)
District 78
Joe Moody (D)
El Paso (part)
District 79
Joe Pickett (D)
El Paso (part)

District 80
Tracy King (D)
Dimmit, Frio, Uvalde, Webb
(part), Zapata, Zavala
District 81
Brooks Landgraf (R)
Andrews, Ector, Ward, Winkler
District 82
Tom Craddick (R)
Crane, Dawson, Martin,
Midland, Upton
District 83
Dustin Burrows (R)
Borden, Gaines, Lubbock (part),
Lynn, Mitchell, Scurry, Terry
District 84
John Frullo (R)
Lubbock (part)
District 85
Phil Stephenson (R)
Fort Bend (part), Jackson,
Wharton
District 86
John Smithee (R)
Dallam, Deaf Smith, Hartley,
Oldham, Parmer, Randall
District 87
Four Price (R)
Carson, Hutchinson, Moore,
Potter, Sherman
District 88
Ken King (R)
Armstrong, Bailey, Briscoe,
Castro, Cochran, Donley,
Gray, Hale, Hansford,
Hemphill, Hockley, Lamb,
Lipscomb, Ochiltree, Roberts,
Swisher, Yoakum
District 89
Jodie Laubenberg (R)
Collin (part)
District 90
Ramon Romero (D)
Tarrant (part)
District 91
Stephanie Klick (R)
Tarrant (part)
District 92
Jonathan Stickland (R)
Tarrant (part)
District 93
Matt Krause (R)
Tarrant (part)
District 94
Tony Tinderholt (R)
Tarrant (part)
District 95
Nicole Collier (D)
Tarrant (part)

District 96
Bill Zedler (R)
Tarrant (part)

District 115
Matt Rinaldi (R)
Dallas (part)

District 133
Jim Murphy (R)
Harris (part)

District 97
Craig Goldman (R)
Tarrant (part)

District 116
Diana Arevalo (D)
Bexar (part)

District 134
Sarah Davis (R)
Harris (part)

District 98
Giovanni Capriglione (R)
Tarrant (part)

District 117
Rick Galindo (R)
Bexar (part)

District 135
Gary Elkins (R)
Harris (part)

District 99
Charlie Geren (R)
Tarrant (part)

District 118
John Lujan III (R)
Tomas Uresti (D)
Bexar (part)

District 136
Tony Dale (R)
Williamson

District 100
Eric Johnson (D)
Dallas (part)
District 101
Chris Turner (D)
Tarrant (part)
District 102
Linda Koop (R)
Dallas County (part)
District 103
Rafael Anchia (D)
Dallas (part)
District 104
Roberto Alonzo (D)
Dallas (part)
District 105
Rodney Anderson (R)
Dallas (part)
District 106
Patrick Fallon (R)
Denton (part)
District 107
Kenneth Sheets (R)
Dallas (part)
District 108
Morgan Meyer (R)
Dallas (part)
District 109
Helen Giddings (D)
Dallas (part)
District 110
Toni Rose (D)
Dallas (part)
District 111
Yvonne Davis (D)
Dallas (part)
District 112
Angie Chen Button (R)
Dallas (part)
District 113
Cindy Burkett (R)
Dallas (part)

District 119
Roland Gutierrez (D)
Bexar (part)
District 120
Barbara Gervin-Hawkins (D)
Bexar (part)
District 121
Joe Straus (R)
Bexar (part)
District 122
Lyle Larson (R)
Bexar (part)
District 123
Diego Bernal (D)
Bexar (part)
District 124
Ina Minjarez (D)
Bexar (part)
District 125
Justin Rodriguez (D)
Bexar (part)
District 126
Kevin Roberts (R)
Harris (part)
District 127
Dan Huberty (R)
Harris (part)
District 128
Briscoe Cain (R)
Harris (part)
District 129
Dennis Paul (R)
Harris (part)
District 130
Tom Oliverson (R)
Harris (part)
District 131
Alma Allen (D)
Harris (part)

District 137
Gene Wu (D)
Harris (part)
District 138
Dwayne Bohac (R)
Harris (part)
District 139
Jarvis Johnson (D)
Harris (part)
District 140
Armando Walle (D)
Harris (part)
District 141
Senfronia Thompson (D)
Harris (part)
District 142
Harold Dutton (D)
Harris (part)
District 143
Ana Hernandez (D)
Harris (part)
District 144
Gilbert Peña (D)
Harris (part)
District 145
Carol Alvarado (D)
Harris (part)
District 146
Shawn Thierry (D)
Harris (part)
District 147
Garnet Coleman (D)
Harris (part)
District 149
Hubert Vo (D)
Harris (part)
District 150
Valoree Swanson (R)
Harris (part)

District 132
Mike Schofield (R)
Harris (part)

District 114
Jason Villalba (R)
Dallas (part)
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Advertorial

Troy Aikman Stars in New Television
Commercials for Acme Brick Company.
Fort Worth, TX - Troy Aikman, former Dallas Cowboy
quarterback and winning quarterback in three Super Bowls is
starring in a series of new commercials for Acme Brick Company.
The relationship between Aikman and Acme Brick began in the
early 1990’s.
The new television campaign will begin in July and air across
Acme’s 14 state footprint in markets including D/FW, Houston
and San Antonio and will continue through 2016. In the first
commercial, Troy decides to take the beauty and durability of
Acme Brick to the next (inside) level and has a house full of
furnishings crafted of Acme brick. A second commercial is
planned for release in 2017.
“Our relationship with Troy is great because we have a shared
belief in quality and dependability. Troy brings the same
professionalism to his role as Acme spokesperson that he did to
his role as the Dallas Cowboys quarterback. We couldn’t ask for a
better person to represent Acme Brick,” said Britt Stokes, Acme’s
Director of Marketing.
Acme Brick Company, the largest U.S. brick company, is a
member of the Berkshire Hathaway family of companies headed
by famed investor Warren Buffett. Acme was established on
April 17, 1891.
18
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Speaking Out
A skilled workforce keeps Texas thriving,
and producing such an asset takes a quality
education system. The Texas school finance
system recently received a passing grade
from the state’s highest court, creating an
opportunity for the Legislature to enhance
the system further with 21st century tools
and best practices. Mechanisms like
tax credit scholarships, school choice,
performance-based funding and dual
credit program expansion are options
lawmakers should consider to increase
the quality of our education system and
help students develop the advanced skills
needed in today’s workforce.

Senator Paul Bettencourt
Governor Abbott describes you as an
“architect of tax relief.” Do you foresee tax
relief and tax reform being key legislative
issues for the 85th Legislative Session
(beginning January 2017)?
As chair of the Senate’s Select Committee on
Property Tax Relief and Reform, I have held
hearings statewide and heard compelling
stories from residents about the absurd rate
of property tax increases. The recurring
theme from taxpayers’ experiences indicated
that property taxes are rising much faster
than Texans’ paychecks. Data shows that
statewide between 2005 and 2014, county
tax levies were up 70 percent, city tax levies
were up 61 percent, while median household
income was only up 26 percent. Continuous
years of rising tax bills threaten home and
business ownership, so the Legislature must
identify meaningful property tax relief.
Ideas include lowering the rollback tax rate,
thus reducing property tax increases, and
eliminating the arduous petition process that
requires citizens to collect a preposterously
high amount of signatures to force a rollback
election. I look forward to submitting our
committee’s recommendations to the full
Senate later this year.
What other legislative issues do you foresee
being critical components of the upcoming
legislative session?

Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick named
you as the Chairman of the Senate Select
Committee on Property Tax Relief and
Reform. As you mentioned, you and
the committee have traveled around the
state to listen to public testimony on the
appraisal process and existing property tax
burdens. Based on the testimony, what has
been the most prevalent concern in regards
to the property tax system in Texas?
I appreciate Lieutenant Governor Patrick
for naming me to chair this important
committee. What we are seeing and hearing
from taxpayers is that property values and
tax bills are skyrocketing. Taxing units must
recognize the obvious: As values go up, tax
rates must come down. The bottom line is
that property value increases combined with
unchanged tax rates is a tax increase. Another
area that may need legislative attention is the
disparity within appraisal districts regarding
how central appraisal districts apply the
law, how they conduct hearings, what
information they give to taxpayers, and the
extent to which they govern themselves with
transparency. One man drove six hours just to
address the committee. His property tax bill
had increased 25 percent in just a single year
and, during his protest hearing, the appraisal
review board chairman and the county’s chief
appraiser openly colluded in front of him
in a discussion about what could be done.
These two entities are supposed to operate
independently of one another. Actions like
this are an affront to Texas taxpayers and
the reason why transparency and reform are
necessary in the property tax system.

You have disputed some property tax
myths recently, one which claimed that new
construction is the major cause of property
value increases. In reality, some point out
that existing homes account for 80% of the
increase in market value. How does the
appraisal process differ for existing homes
and new single family construction?
The oft-repeated myth that new construction
is to blame for skyrocketing property values
in Texas fails to line up with the most
recent data. Major urban areas in Texas
experiencing some of the largest value
growth in the nation have only 20 to 30
percent of their appraisal hikes being actual
new construction increases. Data gathered
from Harris County Appraisal District,
for example, shows that new construction
among single family homes accounts for less
than 20 percent of total market increases in
Harris County, while increases on existing
homes account for more than 80 percent
of the increase. This is a four to one ratio
between existing and new properties.
The calculations and numbers may seem
confusing and contradictory, but one thing
is not: property tax levies statewide are
growing at a pace 2.5 to three times faster
than Texans’ paychecks. Taxpayers cannot
continue to sustain these tax increases. That’s
health care money and education money.
Unless the public votes for it, we have to slow
down the growth of government, because
taxpayers just cannot afford it.
Your experience with taxes proceeds your
position in the Senate. You served as the
Harris County Tax Assessor-Collector
for ten years prior to running for Senate
District 7. What initially inspired you to
become involved with public service more
than a decade ago?
I have always been interested in good
public policy as an engine to drive good
government. Now, in the Texas Senate, I
look for conservative solutions to Texas’
challenges. At the Harris County Tax Office, I
put this belief to work and adopted the motto,
“Get online, not in-line,” introducing the first
major online property tax payment system
and the first county tax office website in Texas
that offered online automotive registration.
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Speaking Out
Aside from your elected official role, you
run a business that helps clients reduce
their property tax bills. As a small business
owner, how can government support and
strengthen local businesses and the overall
economic prosperity in Texas?
Passing conservative budgets and reducing
burdensome regulation is something that
I work towards every day. I think small
business owners know the value of this as
this is something they face in their own lives,
when they balance their own checkbook and
try to sort through all the government red
tape just to run their business.
As a member of the Senate Committee
on Intergovernmental Relations, you
are familiar with the constant struggle
between the balance of private property
rights and municipal growth and
expansion. It is estimated that 25% of
the final cost of a home goes towards
regulations imposed by the government.
What can the government do to “ stay out
of the way” while still providing reasonable
and common sense oversight over the
building process without creating barriers
to homeownership?
That is clearly a major barrier to
homeownership, just like property taxes.
The tax increases we have seen as the Senate
Select Committee on Tax Reform and Relief
has toured the state have been astounding.
They are up 22-24 percent in two years in the
Dallas-Fort Worth area, nearly 20 percent in
Bexar County in two years, 25 percent in
Travis County, and a whopping 32 percent
in Harris County. These types of property
tax increases that are many times faster
than median household income growth
are a real threat to the American dream of
homeownership. Lowering property taxes
and cutting the size of government and
eliminating unneeded regulation is a proeconomic growth plan for all Texans.
The demand for housing continues to increase
as the population of our state rises. In order
to meet the housing demand, our industry
needs more trained individuals to work the
various construction trades. Many of our local
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home builders associations are partnering
with high schools and community colleges
to provide resources for more students to
become skilled workers. As a member of the
Senate Committees on Education and Higher
Education, what do you recommend can be
done at a state or local level to increase the
availability of a skilled workforce?
Allowing public school students to maximize
their opportunities for dual credit courses,
advanced placement testing, or just plain
college preparation with ISD/community
college or four-year university partnerships are
all options that can help prepare high school
seniors for life after graduation. A skilled
workforce keeps the state’s economy growing.
Texas has recently made great progress on this.
In 2015, for example, the Legislature passed
SB 1004 that I authored, which allowed public
school students in Harris County, regardless
of geography or demographic background,
to take dual credit courses with the four
community colleges inside Harris County. By
the spring of 2016, SB 1004 had sparked a 14
percent growth in dual credit enrollment in
Harris County, twice the national average.
The law allowed Harris County school
districts to partner with the college and
program that best suits their students’ needs
– a win-win-win situation for taxpayers,
districts and students. Expanding dual
credit programs and implementing other
mechanisms like public-charter partnerships
can help Texas students develop the skills
they will need for a successful career.
Is there anything else you would like to
share with the readers of Texas Builder?
After touring the state and hearing from Texas
property owners, it is clear that they need tax
relief now. We must recognize the obvious:
that if an appraisal goes up 10 percent and the
tax rate does not change, the property owner
will pay 10 percent more in taxes. It was
shocking to hear from some elected officials
who said this was not a tax increase. Tax relief
for Texans should be a top legislative priority
during the upcoming session.
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Biography
Paul Bettencourt

Member of Texas Senate
Paul Bettencourt is the Texas senator of District
7, which covers western and large sections of
unincorporated Harris County. He was elected
to the Senate in 2014 following 10 years of
service as the Harris County tax assessorcollector. Widely known in Harris County’s
public sector for being a champion of lower
taxes and fiscal responsibility, Sen. Bettencourt
quickly distinguished himself at the Capitol as
an outspoken advocate for taxpayers. Shortly
after assuming office, he filed the first property
tax relief bill of the legislative session. He also
served as the chief Senate sponsor on 25 bills
that the Legislature approved. An amendment
he authored for SB 1760, requiring a supermajority vote requirement for local tax
rate hikes, recently stopped a $100 million
proposed tax increase for Dallas ISD taxpayers.
At the conclusion of the legislative session,
Sen. Bettencourt was recognized by Capitol
Inside as “Most Valuable Freshman” and Gov.
Greg Abbott as an “architect of tax relief.”
Sen. Bettencourt was appointed to four key
Senate committees: Finance, Education,
Higher Education, and Vice-Chair of
Intergovernmental Relations. In November
2015, he was appointed to chair the Senate
Select Committee on Property Tax Reform
and Relief and was unanimously elected by
his colleagues to serve as Chair of the Texas
Senate Republican Caucus. Most recently,
Sen. Bettencourt was appointed to serve on
the Joint Select Committee to Determine
a Sufficient Balance of the Economic
Stabilization Fund.
A graduate of Texas A&M University, Sen.
Bettencourt started his own business in 2009.
With a focus on customer service, technology
and best business practices, Bettencourt Tax
Advisors, LLC, assists in reducing property
tax bills for its clients and has successfully
expanded to more than 30 employees. He is
also a radio and television personality.
Sen. Bettencourt’s years of public service,
as well as his time in the private sector as a
business owner with more than two dozen
employees, gives him a unique perspective
and experience that he again will bring to
the Capitol this upcoming legislative session
to help give Texans property tax relief.
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HAVEN

FOR THE HOMELESS
COMMUNITY FIRST! VILLAGE PROVIDES HOMES, CREATES COMMUNITY
By Mary Lou Jay

Feature

I

n January 2015, Texas had more than
23,600 homeless people according
to the latest U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development
figure. With the assistance of several
Texas home builders, a non-profit group
in Austin, Texas, is creating permanent
homes and a new way of life for some
of them.

more RVs, placing them in various RV
parks around the area. Eventually they
came up with the idea for an “RV park
on steroids” that would provide not only
homes but also a supportive community
for the previously homeless.
That support includes on-site health care
services (including behavioral health)
and the opportunity to earn a modest
income through Community Works, which
provides micro-enterprise opportunities in
gardening, art, blacksmithing, woodworking
and concessions.

Community First! Village is an innovative,
27-acre, master-planned community that
provides affordable, permanent housing
for the chronically homeless in central
Texas. Located just outside the Austin
city limits in northeast Travis County, the
Village will eventually provide homes for
more than 250 people who will live in one
of the site’s 100 RVs, 120 micro homes or
20 canvas-sided cottages.

That community aspect is an integral part of
the Village. “In many ways, the homes that
we are building now are hermetically sealed.
They’re like single-family sarcophaguses
because we’re not coming out of those
hubs; we are isolating ourselves in these
homes and in these backyards,” said Alan
Graham, MLF president. “In many ways
what we’re trying to do is reverse that
fundamental philosophy.”

Mobile Loaves & Fishes (MLF), which
has been providing meals to the homeless
in Austin since 1998, is the driving force
behind Community First! The group
initially purchased a gently used RV in
2004 to provide a home for one person.
Over the years, MLF continued to buy

The residents of Community First! Village
pay rents ranging from about $220 to $380
a month on their homes. They also agree
to abide by civil laws and the community
rules. MLF is moving the residents in
slowly to ensure a smooth transition.

Building the community
TAB member Meagan McCoy Jones, senior
vice president and chief operating officer of
McCoy’s Building Supply, became a member
of the MLF Board after serving meals from
its mobile vans and after getting to know
firsthand some of the homeless people in her
downtown Austin neighborhood. After MLF
acquired the land for the Village in 2013,
she worked with Alan Graham to recruit
builders willing to donate the funding and/
or construction services needed to build the
micro homes there.
“I come from a world where a lot of our
customers build homes, and often highend custom homes for a living,” Jones
said. After she helped arrange a meeting
attended by a few hundred people
representing about 30 builders, MLF
gained commitments from several of them
to fund two new homes (at a cost of about
$18,000) and to construct them. McCoy’s
Building Supply is providing the building
materials at just slightly over cost to cover
their transportation expenses.
“I told the builders, ‘I promise this will
be the easiest client you’ve ever worked
with,’” said Jones. “There’s nobody better
to do this than our own community of
residential builders, production builders
and commercial builders. These are folks
TexasBuilders.org
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TAB Members
Working with Community First
Ash Creek Homes
Bailey Homes
Centerra Homes
Classic Constructors
David Weekley Homes
Eppright Custom Homes
Foursquare Builders, LLC
Jauregui Architects
Jenkins Custom Homes
JGB Custom Homes
Risinger Homes
Scott Felder Homes
Soledad Builders LLC
Spencer Construction Mgmt
Travis Creek Homes LLC
Barley | Pfeiffer Architecture
Black + Vernooy (Inactive members)
Cornerstone Architects LLP
L M Holder III FAIA

“In our community, every home has a front porch,” said Graham. “Everything is oriented towards
community, and there are a million community elements like the restrooms and the outdoor kitchens, the
farms, the outdoor movie theater and amphitheater. It’s all designed to bring people out and together.”
who really care about Austin. We’re a city
with a lot of compassion, and we felt that
they could do it.”
The design for the micro homes came
from a contest called Tiny Victories
(tinyvictories.org) run by the Austin
chapter of the AIA. “We had about 60
submissions and chose four finalists and
11 semi-finalists. We built all four of the
finalists’ designs and several of those from
the semi-finalists,” said Graham.
The homes represent a variety of styles and
range in size from 144 square feet to 200
square feet. In keeping with the emphasis
on building community, they do not have
bathrooms or full kitchens; those are
contained in communal buildings. Each
home does come equipped with a sink,
microwave, refrigerator and crockpot.
“In our community, every home has a
front porch,” said Graham. “Everything
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is oriented towards community, and there
are a million community elements like
the restrooms and the outdoor kitchens,
the farms, the outdoor movie theater and
amphitheater. It’s all designed to bring
people out and together.”
TAB member Steve Krasoff, president
of Scott Felder Homes, was one of the
first builders to construct a home at
Community First! Village. He and his wife
donated the money for the home, while
crews from his company built it.
“I think the whole Community First!
concept is a great idea,” said Krasoff. “I
know there are other cities in the country
that are coming here and looking at what
Austin did and trying to come up with
some kind of plan to do the same thing.”
The home that Krasoff chose to build was
the dog trot house. (The various designs are
available for viewing on the MLF website:
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http://mlf.org/build-your-neighbor-ahome/). The dog trot house was the largest
design, and it took the company two to
three weeks to complete it. “Some homes
have been built in two or three days, but we
were at the very beginning, when they were
still ironing out the kinks,” Krasoff said.
TAB member Peter Pfeiffer, FAIA, principle
at Barley/Pfeiffer Architecture, contributed
his expertise in green building design to
help make several of the homes as energy
efficient as possible. The goal was to reduce
electricity bills to almost nothing, since
utility bills can be difficult to afford.
“We came in and showed the builders how
to make the homes much more comfortable
without having to rely on air conditioning,”
said Pfeiffer. “We used shading umbrella
roof technology, radiant barrier wall
technology and certain ventilation
strategies.” The porches on these homes
serve a dual purpose; residents can enjoy

Feature

the outside protected from the sun, and the
porch shades the windows.
“We were able to take cutting-edge
technology and design thinking and apply
it to these below-starter homes,” Pfeiffer
added. “I get a lot of satisfaction from that
perspective.” He said that Alan Graham
has reported that the homes with the
green design are “sipping energy.”
Help wanted
As of October 2016, builders have
completed approximately 100 of the
planned micro homes. MLF would
welcome the assistance of other builders,
especially since it has already has plans for
a second phase of the community on the
24 adjacent acres it has acquired.
“This is simply the most transforming
thing going on in the country in terms of
community development; there’s nothing
else like this anywhere, at any economic

level,” said Graham. “We give tours multiple
times a day, with people flying in from all
over the U.S. and all over the world to come
and see what we’re doing. We have tapped
into something pretty interesting. Every
human has the desire to live in community,
they just never understood it. Most of the
people in my generation and older grew up
in far more community than our isolated
families are growing up in today.”

“There are a lot of ways to solve the
housing crisis that the country faces,” said
Jones. “I don’t claim to understand them
all. But I do know that we as an industry
should be part of the solution, from
the manufacturers of forest products to
suppliers like us to the builders who build
homes. We know how to do this better
than anybody else and more efficiently
than anybody.

Krasoff said that being part of building
Community First! Village was an enjoyable
experience that left him with a very good
feeling. “The first time I went out to
the site, there was pretty much nothing
there, but they told us about their vision.
I went back a year and a half later to see
all the houses built and all the facilities
built and people living there. There was
a huge amount of satisfaction from being
involved in that; it’s a very good thing that
these guys have done.”

“We can solve this. As you talk to folks
connected with Community First! Village
and Mobile Loaves and Fishes, you find a
lot of people who have similar convictions.
This isn’t somebody else’s problem. These
are our neighbors and we should figure
out how to care for them better. That’s
what a whole lot of people have done.”
For more information about Community First!
Village, to arrange a tour or to make a donation,
contact Alan graham at alan@mlf.org.
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Area Spotlight

FEATURED ASSOCIATIONS
Greater Houston BA
HBA of Southeast Texas
Greater Brazos Valley BA

At 790 by 660 miles, Texas is a GIANT
piece of land, and the concerns of a
home builder in one area can greatly

Houston Builders
Reset to Changing
Construction Market

differ from those of another builder
across the state. That’s why, in this issue
of Texas Builder, we’re taking a closer
look at the Greater Houston area.
Even with the downturn of oil and gas,
the Houston economy and housing
market has stayed strong. Houston
houses a wide variety of industries,
including health care, aerospace and
business, and there is no shortage of
home buyers. Both millennials and
empty nesters are looking for quality,
high-end homes and condominiums
within Houston’s 610 Loop and also
out in the suburbs. Builders like Röhe &
Wright and remodelers like John Gillete

By Terry Swenson, GHBA Director of Public Relations

T

exas continues to be the topic of
conversation within the media
as oil prices have declined. The
conversation is typically bleak
as headlines stream words like "crash"
"dismal" and "skittish". Houston is often
the target of these reports that fail to paint
the real picture of day-to-day operations
and planning by new home construction
and remodeling companies throughout
the city and surrounding areas.

have succeeded in providing up-scale
housing to Houston residents.
Read on for a closer look…
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"Houston’s home building market, and
economy in general, has shown some
amazing resilience in light of the significant
impact of the oil and gas downturn," said
Will Holder, president of Trendmaker
Homes, a volume builder with home prices

ranging from the $300's to over $600,000,
and a past president of the Greater Houston
Builders Association. "Houston will remain
a national top tier city for housing starts.
It is clear that the strength of the economy
here can take a blow and keep on ticking.
Home builders, just like the oil companies,
are retooling their operations and new home
products are emerging stronger than ever."
According to Metrostudy, a Houston
based research and analysis company
that maintains a comprehensive database
of housing market information, Houston
housing in the second quarter of 2016
was the 2nd market in the country and is
showing "an increasingly competitive sales
environment" (www.metrostudy.com).

Area Spotlight
Matt Sneller with Sneller Custom Homes
and Remodeling builds high end homes
starting at $800,000 on the north side of
the Houston area. "Sales are up and leads
are up," Sneller said. "I build larger, highend custom homes, and in 2015 I closed
two homes. This year I will close three,
which is a typical year for me. The oil and
gas downturn may have changed the face of
my buyer, meaning the buyer may be from
other industries, such as the medical field or
the tech industry. In Houston, we have that
luxury of multiple industries contributing
to our economy. People should remember
that Houston has one of the largest medical

McNiel has also seen a change in his
homeowner profile over the past two
years. "I am not seeing as many energy
related homeowners as before the decline
in the oil and gas industry," he said. "I
have a doctor, an engineer, a psychologist,
and a real estate agent as high end clients.
These people are flush with cash and are
ready to make improvements to their
existing homes. The work is there."

centers in the nation. That means a lot when
there is a dip in the oil and gas industry."

and move into a condo inside the 610
Loop," he explained. "They purchase an
older condominium and then want to
update it. This is a huge market that is
relatively new."

Sneller also offers high end remodeling.
"We have noticed a rise in the number of
people who are choosing to stay where
they are and remodel their homes," he
explained. "Homeowners come to us
with the funds available to upgrade or
enlarge their homes. We are flexible in the
services we offer and are prepared to take
those projects on as well."

Trendmaker Homes has taken an
aggressive approach to positioning itself
in some of Houston’s leading communities
to be ready for an inevitable recovery.
"We have never lost our positive attitude
about the long term opportunities in
Houston and for that reason, we’ve
continued to expand our community
count into Houston’s premier new home
communities," Holder continued. "As the
Houston job market improves and the
new home market emerges again to be
the largest in the country, which it will,
we are taking steps now to be in the right
communities from day one." Trendmaker
Homes has been building in Houston
since 1971.

Remodeling older properties and
newer homes is a trend in the Houston
area that has grown since Hurricane
Ike. Stephen McNiel with Creative
Property Restoration and the president
of the GHBA's Remodelers Council has
experienced first-hand the stops and
starts of the remodeling industry. "After
Hurricane Ike there was a huge surge of
remodeling going on. This continued
up until the first quarter of 2016, when
my phone didn't ring much," he said.
"A presidential election year didn't help
matters. Those years are typically slower
as people are wondering about the
outcome and how changes in taxes, etc.
will affect them. By the second quarter
of this year, I have been consistently
busy. There is plenty of work out there;
my issue has been finding quality labor.
A lot of the good trades moved on when
housing starts slowed around 2008."

McNiel is also expanding into high rise
condo remodeling projects. "We are
seeing more empty-nesters making the
choice to sell their homes in the suburbs

McNiel is optimistic about 2017. "I am
staying bullish on the market for next
year," he said. "I don't feel it is necessary
to pull back at this time. The scale of
Houston's industry, with its tentacles so
far-reaching, makes this city a prime area
to make a living in almost any industry
you choose."
“In spite of the challenges presented by
turbulence in the upstream oil and gas
sector, the Houston new home industry
is faring remarkably well," said Lawrence
Dean, Houston Regional Director with
Metrostudy. “Houston builders are
finding success attracting millennial
aged home buyers who are aging up
into homeownership life-stages. They
are also winning baby boomer home
buyers who wish to downsize to a new
home to achieve a more carefree lifestyle
and convert some of their current home
equity into additional retirement savings.”
Metrostudy anticipates Houston will
remain the second largest new home
market in the nation throughout the
remainder of this market cycle.
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Craftsmanship
by John
Delivers on the Promise of Its Name

By Mary Lou Jay

J

ohn Gillette started his construction
career at the most basic level. “I found
a builder who would let me sweep
out houses when I was 14 years old—
there weren’t a lot of paying jobs that you
could get at that age. As I did it, I became
intrigued by how things went together,” he
said. Over the years, even as he took other
jobs, he always returned to construction,
working as an apprentice laborer, carpenter
and gofer. “I was fortunate to learn from
some true craftsmen, who taught me the
skills required in building a quality home
from the ground up.”

TexasBuilders.org
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Inspired by those builders, Gillette opened
Craftsmanship by John as a one-man
operation in 1992. He has worked hard ever
since to live up to the promise of outstanding
workmanship implied in his company’s
name. His success is evident not only in the
numerous awards that his company has won
(including GHBA’s PRISM 2014 Remodeler
Grand Award) but also in the number of the
company’s repeat customers. “We have many
long-term relationships; I’ve worked on the
same home repeatedly for some clients, on
different homes for the same clients a number
of times and on the same home with different
owners over the years,” Gillette said.
The niche market served by Craftsmanship
by John includes remodeling projects from
downtown Houston out to the western
suburbs. Gillette also built a spec home in
2015. The company now employs 30 people
who handled 275 projects last year. “We are
very blessed with a number of talented and
qualified people; we have on staff a designer,
a draftsman, estimators, project managers
and an office staff. They are really who
make our company successful,” he said.
“We are full service; we do anything from
changing light bulbs for past clients to a
$1.5 million remodel,” Gillette added. “We
do a number of kitchen/baths and new
additions. We have a cabinet shop so we
can build the cabinetry ourselves and mill
our own moldings, so we are able to tie into
whatever already existed in a home. That’s
the attention to detail that sets us apart.”
32

The team at Craftsmanship by John plans
every project carefully and follows company
procedures for every step of the process to
ensure that every customer gets the quality
renovations they deserve. “We have an
integrated program that can be accessed in
the field so everyone can look up any part of
the job at any time,” Gillette said.
Ensuring that the new addition or renovation
fits seamlessly into the original home is only
part of the remodeling process. “We also
think about the functionality of the addition
or the renovation and the livability of it. It
may look good, but it may not work well. We
put a lot of thought into how that space is
going to be used,” Gillette said. They assist
homeowners in considering whether they
want the space built just for their current
uses or for future uses as well. Gillette’s use

of 3D programs also helps customers get a
better sense of what their project will look
like when completed.
During construction, the company’s
crews try to impact the homeowner’s daily
activities as little as possible. They prep
carefully, covering floors and zoning off
work areas to protect other parts of the
home. “We also come up with unique
entrances to the homes that we’re going
to remodel. I have added stairways where
second floor windows are going to go so that
we can access the second floor from there.
There’s just a lot of thought and experience
that goes into our projects,” Gillette said.
He attributes the success of Craftsmanship
by John to many things. “First is to God.
Another is my parents and their persistence

C r a f t s m a n s h i p b y J o h n Aw a r d s
2016 Star Award for Best Kitchen Renovation between $100,000-$250,000
2015 Prism Award for Best Whole House Remodel over $750,000
2015 Star Award for Best Outdoor Living Space between $40,000-$60,000
2014 Prism Award Remodeler Grand Award
2014 Prism Award for Best Remodeled Bathroom under $50,000
2014 Prism Award for Best Remodeled Kitchen over $100,000
2013 Chrysalis Award for Best Whole House Remodel over $1,000,000
2013 Chrysalis Award for Best Room Addition under $100,000
2013 Prism Award for Best Remodeled Kitchen under $100,000
2013 Professional Remodeler Design Awards Bronze Award in Outdoor Living over $100,000
2012 Greater Houston Builders Association Remodeler of the Year
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Specialist. A 17-year member of TAB, he has
also served as president and board member
of GHBA. “It’s beneficial to have interaction
with people who are in the same profession,
not only the remodelers but also the trades.
We interact and learn from one another,”
he said. The educational opportunities
and the representation on government
issues the associations provide are valuable
services. “We attend every session of our
builders association; it just pays off. They
are supporting us; it’s another whole team,
another whole office out there working for us.”

in teaching me manners, respect and good
work ethics. Another thing is learning to
do in my office what I’m asking my clients
to do, that is, to have extremely talented
and qualified people around me, instead
of trying to go inexpensive and get it done

for less. I’ve learned over the years that
you get what you pay for,” he said.
Gillette’s
own
certifications
include
Graduate Master Builder, Certified Graduate
Remodeler and Certified Aging in Place

With the support of TAB and his own team,
Gillette is hoping to grow Craftsmanship by
John in the coming years. “I see us expanding
again by about 1/3 the size. I don’t want at
this time to get larger than that, because I
want to continue to offer what we offer today:
quality workmanship, attention to detail and
outstanding customer service.”
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Bringing Timeless
Architecture Back to Houston
By Karen Knudsen

S
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their

space where residents can interact, lock

company Röhe & Wright Builders

ince

the

founding

of

and leave convenience, low maintenance,

in 1999, lifetime friends and

and energy efficiency.

business partners Andy Suman

RÖHE & WRIGHT BUILDERS
www.rohewright.com

Local Affiliation:
Greater Houston BA

and Chad Muir have been developing

Bell Heights, located in the center of

gated communities and building custom

Houston’s historic Heights neighborhood,

homes in Houston's most sought after

is one of their most recent projects.

Featured Project:
Bell Heights

neighborhoods. The partners recognized

Construction started in 2015 and is on

Project Location: Houston, TX

a hole in the luxury market. Andy said,

track to be completed in 2017. Once

"The niche that needed to be filled was

finished, Bell Heights will be composed of

Owners/Partners:
Andy Suman & Chad Muir

bringing the style and grace of timeless

20 timeless cottages and 24 contemporary

architecture to the luxury townhome in

lofts and, like all of their communities,

Houston’s urban neighborhoods." Looking

will be gated. The location of Bell Heights

fabric that includes Victorian, Craftsman,

to the past for creative inspiration,

played an important role in how Röhe &

and Creole styles. “We went with the

Röhe & Wright started building gated

Wright Builders developed its style and

Creole style architecture, reminiscent of

communities with anywhere from as few

design for the community. The historic

the French Quarter in New Orleans, that

as three to over 100 homes while placing

Heights neighborhood dates back to

is also very prevalent in the Heights," said

an emphasis on preserving open green

around 1900 and has a rich architectural

Andy. “Looking at the community as a
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can enjoy and is an absolutely incredible
space," says Andy.
This rooftop retreat sits atop the old
whole is an important part of the design

Southwestern

Bell

building.

"The

process for our team. Each community

challenge was the adaptive reuse of an old

that we develop is, therefore, unique so

1950s office building into a French quarter

that it will fit seamlessly into the existing

style residential condominium building,"

neighborhood," Andy stated.

explained Chad. "The building is a very
stout building, and it has a basement with

“Looking at the community
as a whole is an important
part of the design process
for our team. Each
community that we develop
is, therefore, unique so that
it will fit seamlessly into the
existing neighborhood"

The twenty cottages in Bell Heights come

a twelve foot plate height. So what we

in a variety of floorplans that range

were able to do by looking at the challenge

between 2,300 and 3,400 feet and start at

a little bit differently was to design and

Looking towards the future and staying

$729,900. These beautiful homes include

construct a ramp and turn the basement

up to date on architectural trends is very

spacious master suites, balconies and

from a storage area into a 50 car garage."

important to Andy and Chad. "We are

patios, private garages, high-end finishes,

Converting the basement area of the

always studying architecture from all over

pro-style

building into a garage then left the surface

the country and around the world. We are

detailing in the architecture both inside

parking lots next to the building open for

also constantly monitoring building science,

and out. All residents have access to park

the development and construction of the

design trends, and product innovations."

two parks and 20 cottages.

Andy has attended the International

appliances,

and

exquisite

areas that include fountains, pergolas,

Builders' Show® (IBS) every year for the

and park benches. Once construction of
the Bell Heights community is finished,

Chad's favorite aspect of the Bell Heights

last 20 years and is always looking for

all cottage and loft owners will have

project is how walkable the location

innovative new building products.

access to a 10,000 square foot rooftop

is, boasting one of Houston’s highest

retreat with a downtown skyline view.

“walk scores.” Bell Heights is located

Andy recommends that other builders

This retreat has a putting green, outdoor

just a block from the original 1900s era

should attend the IBS to discover new

kitchen and dining area, fire pit lounge

town square. Residents are within easy

products and materials to keep up with the

area, sundeck, bathrooms, and plunge

walking distances to antique shops, fine

constantly evolving construction industry.

pool. "This is a recreational area that all

restaurants, parks, hike & bike trails, and

"I keep a list of products that I want to

of the forty-four owners in Bell Heights

much more.

explore or research each year," Andy said.
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His advice is that others do the same and

improve the homes he builds for his clients.

Röhe & Wright Builders has twice been

attend the IBS to see the booths and talk to

Röhe & Wright has been a member of

named TAB’s Custom Builder of the

the experts on the products. "I have always

the Texas Association of Builders since

Year and just recently received the 2016

made a commitment to walking every

1999, when the company was founded. "I

Professional Builder Design Gold Award

square foot and seeing every single booth,"

think the Texas Association of Builders

for Best In-Fill Community for one of its

says Andy. He doesn't stop at every booth,

does a fantastic job," Chad said. "I would

recent gated communities.

but wants to make sure he is exposed to

recommend that any builder in Texas

every product or service that could possibly

become a member."
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GlassCraft introduces
the 2016 BarnCraft™
Sliding Doors Catalog
and New Products
GlassCraft Door Company
introduces the 2016 BarnCraft
Collection of Rolling Doors and
Hardware Catalog with many new
exciting options at an affordable
price. The new catalog showcases
the 4 Design Series in the
collection, including the Barn Doors,
Contemporary Doors, Solid Doors
and the Glass Doors. For the Barn
Door Series, GlassCraft is offering
all new barnwood finish options
with a more authentic weathered
barnwood look. The Contemporary
Series now includes a mirror glass
option that would be perfect for closet spaces, bedroom and bathroom installations.
Also new are the stainless steel rolling hardware, bypass kits for double and quadruple
door configurations, new Bungalow doors in the Glass Door Series, new plank doors with
matching decorative straps in the Solid Door Series, and the impressive soft-close option
that adds a safer, smoother open/close operation to any rolling door.
The BarnCraft rolling doors are complemented best with GlassCraft’s prefinished colors
and stains in GlassCraft’s distinctive traditional, distressed and antique finish selection. The
doors are available in multiple wood species including Knotty Alder, Mahogany and Birch.
Setting these barn doors apart in the market is the wide range of premium options
available at an affordable price. All BarnCraft doors and hardware are available at your
leading Texas millwork distributors. Special discounted pricing for builders also available.
Visit www.glasscraft.com to view the 2016 BarnCraft catalog and details.

Lonestar Newsmakers

Larry Reven (1947-2016)

L to R: Jim Tobin, NAHB Executive Vice President, GHBA President Parke Patterson,
Former TAB President and Build-PAC Chairman Eddie Martin, U.S. Senator John
Cornyn, TAB President Tim Jackson.

NAHB & TAB Name Sen. Cornyn
a "Defender of Housing"
Senator John Cornyn (R-Texas) was honored by the National
Association of Home Builders (NAHB) and the Texas Association of
Builders with the Defender of Housing Award, acknowledging him as a
forward-thinking federal legislator who recognizes housing’s significant
role within the U.S. economy.
“Senator Cornyn understands the key national issues facing home builders
and remodelers here in Texas,” said Edward Martin, President and CEO,
Tilson Home Corporation, a member of the Texas Association of Builders
and the Greater Houston Builders Association. “The unfortunate effect of
too much legislation and regulation is that it drives up the cost of housing,
making it more difficult for families to afford a home.”
“Home building is by its very nature a series of productive partnerships
between the home builder and his or her client, trade contractor,
banker or architect,” said NAHB Chairman Ed Brady, a home builder
in Bloomington, Ill. “The Defender of Housing Award honors another
very important partnership: our ongoing work with the lawmakers
who, in many ways, create the blueprint for our businesses with their
votes on legislation that define how our industry operates.”
NAHB created the Defender of Housing Award on behalf of the more
than 700 state and local HBAs across the country that make up the
NAHB federation. These HBAs chose their nominees, and a panel of
NAHB elected leaders chose the finalists.

Larry Reven (68) was a dedicated member of the
Hill Country Builders Association. He served
many roles, including: Membership Chair,
Government Relations, Education Committee
and founder of the Builders Cafe, where suppliers
and vendors were given an opportunity to educate
their builder clients on improved products and
services. The Lubbock native was awarded Best
Builder in Llano County twice and was always a
trusted resource to fellow builders and contractors in the area.
Larry, who lived in Kingsland for 49 years, learned the construction
business from his dad, and his son Randy will carry on the Reven
tradition of exceptional building.
Larry passed away from pancreatic cancer on September 4. Survivors
include his wife, Betty Reven; sons Randy Reven and Dan Reven; five
grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. He is preceded in death by
his parents and brother, Jerry Reven.

Jesse A. Baker, Jr. (1926-2016)
The Texas Association of Builders inducted Jesse
Baker, Jr., into its 2008 Texas Housing Hall of
Honor after a stellar career in the home building
industry. Jesse’s career as a home builder took
off in 1953 while living in Corpus Christi where
he served as the Builders Association of Corpus
Christi Area President in 1959.
Jesse also served as President of the Texas Association of Builders (1964)
and the Greater San Antonio Builders Association (1967). He was a long
time member and supporter of GSABA for more than 60 years. In 1968, he
became the Vice President of the National Association of Home Builders and
served on the association executive board for the next 15 years. In 1987, Jesse
was inducted into the National Housing Hall of Fame in Washington, D.C.
Jesse created the Endowed UTSA Construction Management degree
scholarship program, served as Chairman of the College of Business
Advisory Counsel, and shared his wisdom as a member of the UTSA and
Trinity University Home Builders Advisory Councils.
Before his home building career took off, Jesse became a Second
Lieutenant in the Third Battalion, 141st Infantry, 36th Division of the
U.S. Army Air Corps.

L to R: TAB President Tim Jackson, U.S. Senator John Cornyn and Jim Tobin, NAHB
Executive Vice President.
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Jesse Baker passed away on September 23, 2016. He is survived by
his wife Joyce Willmann Baker, children Bruce and Sheryl Baker and
Brenda and Dan Merkel. He is also survived by his eight grandchildren
and nine great-grandchildren.
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