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2016, making housing development and 
affordability key areas of focus throughout 
the state.

I’m confident that Texas will remain a 
great place to live, work, and do business.

MEMBERSHIP DRIVES UP-AND-RUNNING
As you know, membership continues to be 
a primary emphasis for our association. 
TAB is focusing on gaining new members 
and retaining our current ones. There 
are two programs established to achieve 
this mission – the RPM Membership 
Challenge and the Two for TAB Campaign. 
With your help and that of the local HBA 
staff, I am confident we can make our state 
association stronger and more unified. We 
are committed to growing our membership 
– and we also want it to be fun. Contact 
your local HBA to find out what they 
are doing to grow your association – 
from doing business with members to 
recruiting other industry professionals 
in the area. Join the fun and volunteer 
to be a part of this movement at the 
local level. Besides giving you immediate 
gratification for being an active supporter 
of your HBA, membership drives are a 
unique networking opportunity. You will 
be glad you got involved.  

WORKFORCE TRAINING AND EDUCATION
Another big focus for our industry is 
education and workforce development. 
Back in December the Texas Workforce 
Commission announced the availability 
of $48.5 million in job-training funding 
from the Texas Legislature for Skills 
Development Fund grants during the 2016-
17 biennium. The Skills Development 
Fund has become Texas’ premier job-
training program, by providing vital 
training for high demand occupations for 
Texas. I encourage everyone to look into 
these grants.

In addition, the Texas Builders Foundation 
awards scholarships to individuals who 
are working toward earning building trade 
certifications or construction industry 
degrees. Scholarships are awarded every 
year for the upcoming fall semester. I 
strongly recommend that you share this 

information with your local colleges, trade 
programs and high school counselors. 
You can download the 2016 Scholarship 
Guidebook by going to the Texas Builders 
Foundation website under "What We Do" 
at TexasBuildersFoundation.org.

2016 SUNBELT BUILDERS SHOW™  
AND SUMMER MEETINGS
Last year’s return to the Gaylord Texan 
in Grapevine was a big hit with our 
members. The senior officers and TAB 
staff are once again excited to be hosting 
the 2016 Sunbelt Builders Show™ in the 
DFW Metroplex.

For those of you who have not attended, 
the Sunbelt Builders Show™ is an annual 
statewide industry event open to 
residential construction professionals. 
I encourage all members to support 
the Show and also participate in TAB’s 
summer meetings held in conjunction 
with the event. See Scott Norman’s column 
on page 8 of this Texas Builder issue for 
more details on the 2016 Show. 

Here, I’ll just encourage you to register 
early and book your hotel room before 
our discounted room block is sold out. 
You can do both by going online to 
SunbeltBuildersShow.com. 

I’ll wrap up by saying I’m looking forward 
to continued growth in our association 
though membership engagement 
and industry workforce development 
opportunities. 

By Tim Jackson

It’s hard to believe that I’m writing my third 
column and my presidency with the Texas 
Association of Builders is reaching the 

halfway point. It feels like I just took the oath but 
by the time you read this column we’ll be two 
months away from the 2016 Sunbelt Builders 
Show™ in Grapevine. Boy, time is flying!

Over the past few months I’ve been granted the 
opportunity to visit with various associations 
and members about our industry. Topics of 
discussion that come to mind include the 
drop in oil prices, membership, workforce 
development and the Sunbelt Builders Show™. 
These are topics I want to cover in this column. 

OIL PRICES EFFECTING HOUSING 
For the past year, I’ve been trying to stay abreast 
on how the drop in oil prices would affect 
our industry. Today the “experts” are fairly 
confident that Texas will weather the energy 
bust better than other parts of the country due 
to our diverse labor market, absence of a state 
income tax and relatively affordable housing. 

However, the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M 
University said in March that the “Texas economy 
continues to grow but at a tepid pace in the face 
of a weakening global economy, lower energy 
prices, and a strong dollar.” What does this mean 
– it means that housing demands are slowing 
down and a shortage of a skilled construction 
workforce has stalled new construction.  Chief 
Economist Jim Gaines with the Real Estate Center 
at Texas A&M University fully expects the Texas 
housing market to remain highly competitive in 
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dollars for the PAC so that we can continue 
to support pro-housing candidates 
throughout this election cycle. Thanks to 
everyone who participated in the event.

It will be August before we know it, 
and we will for the second year meet at 
the Gaylord Texan in Grapevine. TAB’s 
summer meetings will be held Tuesday, 
August 2 through Friday, August 5. The 
16th Annual Sunbelt Builders Show™ will be 
held Wednesday and Thursday, August 3–4.

The 3rd Annual HOMEPAC FUNdango 
will be held Tuesday evening, and I expect 
that we will have a record number of teams 
vying for the coveted belt buckles and even 
the 2nd and 3rd place hardware! If you were 
not a winner at your local HBA, please 
buy-in to play at the FUNdango. To buy-in, 
please contact Lorraine at Lorraine@Texas 
Builders.org or (512) 476-6346.

As always, we will have a condensed schedule 
of TAB committee meetings so that you can 
fully enjoy the time on the trade show floor 
to visit the almost 300 exhibit booths that will 
be present. We are excited that you have this 
opportunity to talk with hundreds of long-
time vendors plus dozens of new Sunbelt 
exhibitors. The Show continues to grow, and 
your attendance is important so that we can 
continue to offer you the chance to see more 
and more products and services each year.

In addition to the Opening and two General 
Sessions, seven terrific education sessions 

will be held on the trade show floor. From 
how to successfully market your business 
to updates on critical regulatory issues, 
these sessions will provide you with timely 
and relevant information to help you grow 
your business and stay compliant with 
state and federal laws.

The week of the Show is a great 
opportunity to visit with old friends and 
enjoy new acquaintances from around the 
state. From the Young Professionals Get 
Together to the Star Awards Presentations 
to the Board of Directors meeting that will 
wrap-up the week, there’s lots to do and 
something for everyone to take advantage 
of. As we like to say, this is a great chance 
to do a little business and have a lot of fun.

Registration for the Show and the 
committee meetings is open at 
SunbeltBuildersShow.com. There’s also a 
link to the Gaylord Texan so that you can 
make your hotel reservations now before 
our discounted room block is sold out. 
Finally, you can purchase your tickets to 
the special events during the easy, online 
registration process.

I hope that your summer is off to a great 
start, and I look forward to celebrating 
the coming of fall with you in Grapevine 
in August. Your TAB staff and I always 
look forward to this opportunity to spend 
more time with our members in a relaxed 
environment. We’ll see you at the Show! 

Executive Director’s Message

By M. Scott Norman, Jr.

Now that spring is coming 
to an end, the bluebonnets 
have disappeared from 
the Texas Hill Country, 
and Spring Break is over, 
it’s time to focus on the 
upcoming TAB summer 
board meetings and 
Sunbelt Builders Show™.

First, I want to thank everyone who joined 
us in San Antonio in March for TAB’s 
winter meetings. We had a great turnout 
at the historic Sheraton Gunter Hotel on 
the Riverwalk. The two days of meetings 
were very productive, and your TAB staff 
came home to Austin ready to support the 
directives of the membership.

The HOMEPAC fundraiser at TopGolf was 
a lot of fun, and we raised thousands of 

The Sunbelt Builders Show™  
is Right Around the Corner!
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On Council

kicked off the successful launch at the 
Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA) 
Redbud Center in Austin. An informative 
series of short presentations about the State 
Water Plan’s effect on the Texas economy 
and highlights from the Region K water 
plan grabbed the audience’s attention and 
initiated public dialogue on how water is 
allocated throughout the state.

Bech Bruun, Chairman of the Texas Water 
Development Board, provided an overview 
of the water planning process in Texas and 
offered a staggering population growth 
statistic. The population of Texas was 25 
million in 2010 and by 2060 the state’s 
population is expected to grow to 46 
million. This is nearly double our state’s 
current population and provides a critical 
reason to properly allocate water resources 
for our state’s growing needs. Needless 
to say, the water demand for municipal 
(includes residential uses), manufacturing, 
mining, steam-electric, livestock, and 
irrigation needs will grow substantially. 

Following the town hall meeting, attendees 
were provided a tour of the Wilkerson Center 
for Colorado River Education. During this 
outdoor walking tour, guests moved through 
a series of fountains that symbolized the 
Highland Lakes System, including dam and 
lake levels, starting at Lake Buchanan down 
to Lady Bird Lake.  Hill County Builders 
Association Executive Officer and TAB 
Water Task Force member Jayne Mortensen 
was in attendance and discussed with 
longtime Region K Chairman John Burke 

about any potential plans to address the 
Highland Lakes zero discharge rule.

The H204Texas Statewide Tour will take 
place throughout 2016 leading up to the 
85th Legislative Session (begins January 
2017). To learn when the tour will be in 
your region, visit TexasWaterTour.info. 

TAB WATER TASK FORCE
Texas home builders, developers, and 
remodelers have seen first-hand the increasing 
needs of our rapidly growing state. TAB 
recognizes that having a reliable source of 
water is one of the most important components 
of the state’s economic well-being and when 
providing housing for future Texans. The 
TAB Government Relations Committee has 
a designated Water Task Force to cultivate 
builder representation in water planning 
regions around Texas. Being involved in the 
development of projects that may support 
or affect future residential development and 
construction and taking steps to address a 
region’s needs is one of the goals of the TAB 
Water Task Force. The Task Force meets 
regularly to discuss water infrastructure 
projects, the prioritization of projects, and 
funding requests in each region. 

To get involved with the TAB Water Task Force, 

visit http://www.texasbuilders.org/government-

regulatory-affairs/get-involved/grc-task-forces.html.

Tommy Ford and Terry Weaver are volunteer 

co-chairmen of TAB’s Government Relations 

Committee's Water Task Force. Ford is the president 

of Tommy Ford Construction Company, while 

Weaver owns Sterling Development Company.

TAB has joined forces with the 
H2O4Texas Coalition to embark 
on a statewide educational tour 
in a proactive effort to bring 
awareness about Texas’ State 
Water Plan and to encourage 
local stakeholder involvement 
in the implementation of this 
nationally recognized water plan.

The H2O4Texas Statewide Tour is a 
voluntary by-product of the passage of 
Proposition 6 in November 2013, which 
gave approval for a $2 billion investment 
in the implementation of the Texas State 
Water Plan. The tour with honorary Co-
Chairs Senator Charles Perry (R-Lubbock) 
and Representative Jim Keffer (R-Eastland) 
will draw on the unique assets of each of 
the sixteen water regions around the state, 
offering guided tours of water infrastructure 
projects and public town hall meetings. 
Working collaboratively with local and 
state leaders, regional water planners, the 
economic development community, and a 
network of engaged Texans, the tour aims to 
ensure Texas has an ongoing supply of clean, 
affordable water for future generations.

The tour was launched on February 9 in the 
Region K Water Planning area (includes 
major cities such as Austin, Bastrop, Bay 
City, Columbus, Fredericksburg, Johnson 
City, Llano, Marble Falls, and Pflugerville). 
Local State Representatives Donna Howard 
(D-Austin) and Paul Workman (R-Austin) 

Tommy Ford and Terry Weaver, TAB Government Relations Water Task Force Co-Chairmen

H2O4Texas Statewide Tour: Coming to Your Town
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Speaking Out

Senator Sylvia R. Garcia

I have always wanted to help others. I have a 
passion for getting at the root of the problem, 
and as a social worker I was able to do just 
that. There is a personal relationship that 
is formed through working with those 
who are in need of help. My education and 
background allowed me to relate and help 
solve those problems. A lot of hard work, 
scholarships, loans and the support of my 
family allowed me to attend college and law 
school. I have worked my whole adult life 
to make sure that all Texans have that same 
opportunity available to them.

Thank you for co-authoring a bill that, 
as passed, requires the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board to ensure 
curriculum is aligned with student interest, 
academic and industry needs (House 
Bill 2628, 84th Legislative Session). The 
demand for housing continues to increase 
as the population of our state rises. In 
order to meet the housing demand, our 
industry needs more skilled individuals 
to work the various construction trades. 
As a member of the Senate Committee on 
Education, what do you recommend can be 
done at a state or local level to increase the 
availability of a skilled workforce? 

My work on the Senate Education Committee 
has been centered on taking down barriers that 
stand in the way of students continuing their 
education. Building a competitive workforce is 
essential for Texas to continue competing in a 
global economy. We have seen a clear shift in 
the demand for post-secondary education, so 
it is our responsibility to ensure that students 
have a clear pathway toward college and skill-
based training. It takes input from the business 
industry and regular review of our education 
system to evaluate the needs for a skilled 
workforce for today and for the future. 

You formerly served as City Controller 
– the second highest elected official in 
Houston – and worked to establish a 
transparent and accountable taxing 
system for the city. The state’s property tax 
system and tax relief efforts have been a 
leading topic in Texas since last session. Do 
you foresee tax reform to be an ongoing 
discussion for the 85th Legislative Session? 

Last session we chose to spend a great 
portion for property tax relief. However, I 
think the conversation should be shifted to 
how we are evaluating property as a whole. 
In many parts of our state, those who have 
to shoulder the unfair burden are residential 
homeowners and Texas families who have 
seen their property taxes continue to climb 
for years, while large commercial properties 
get to pay far less than what they should. 
The issue of property tax is so concerning, 
because this is the primary method by which 
school districts are funded. School districts 
require a certain level of funding to fulfill 
their duties and responsibilities. This means 
that if we continue to give temporary fixes 
without resolving the underlying problems, 
districts will either raise the tax rate that 
families will have to pay or the state will 
have to appropriate enough to cover the tax 
cut. This conversation will surely continue 
well into next session, but I encourage my 
colleagues to study the foundation by which 
all property taxes are evaluated and help shift 
the advantage to hard working Texas families. 

TAB and our members are passionate 
about giving back to the communities that 
we build in, whether providing student 
scholarships through TAB’s Texas Builders 
Foundation, re-building towns after 
natural or accidental disasters, or donating 
custom homes to disabled veterans. TAB 
actively supported a bill that you voted for 
during your first session. The bill, as passed, 
allows a disabled veteran, or the surviving 
spouse of a disabled veteran, to receive 
a homestead tax exemption on a home 
that was donated by 501(c)(3) charitable 
organization (House Bill 97, 83rd 
Legislative Session). As a member of the 
Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs and 
Military Installations, what can the state 
of Texas do to help ensure our dedicated 
servicemen have access to sustainable 
careers and affordable homes?

I proudly sit on the Senate Veterans Affairs and 
Military Installation Committee that ensures 
our beloved veterans are given the same type of 
unwavering support that they have given us. An 
example of this was a bill that I proposed and 
passed during the 84th Legislative Session. Texas 

Since you’ve been elected to the Senate 
in 2013, you’ve been a champion for 
your district, economic opportunity and 
education. What initially inspired you to 
become involved with public service?

Growing up poor in a small farming 
community in South Texas and being the 
eighth of 10 children, I was able to see the 
difficulties, first hand, that my parents had to 
endure to provide for our family. Because they 
wanted something better for their children, 
they stressed education as the key for success. 
I have to credit my time as a social worker for 
inspiring me to get involved in public service. 
As a social worker, I had the opportunity to 
serve people from all backgrounds facing 
many different challenges. It's here where I 
learned to listen to people about the problems 
and issues that were impacting them and 
their families. I have taken these early lessons 
and experiences with me throughout my 
professional career so that I can bring these 
narratives to light as we shape public policy. 

TAB members value access to educational 
opportunities and the rewards of hard 
work. Considering your background, 
you too are an example of hard work 
and determination. Your career began in 
social work, then you earned a law degree 
and entered public service with the City 
of Houston. How has your background 
influenced your role at the Capitol?



 TexasBuilders.org 13

Speaking Out

is home to one of the most vibrant economies 
in the nation; however, it also ranks among 
the highest in veteran homelessness. SB 1580 
calls for a study to be completed by the end of 
the year that examines veteran homelessness 
throughout the state. This would begin a process 
for us to address the problem and visualize 
a more accurate depiction of the challenges 
that homeless veterans face throughout Texas. 
I am hopeful that this study, along with other 
services geared toward our dedicated men and 
women in uniform, will lead to a viable solution 
that accurately reflects how committed we are to 
providing for our veterans.

After serving two terms as the City 
Controller, and prior to being elected to the 
Texas Senate, you were elected to the Harris 
County Commissioner’s Court. In that role, 
you ensured the County was receptive to 
new jobs and economic development. How 
can government support and strengthen 
local businesses and the state’s overall 
economic prosperity? What is your opinion 
of the working relationship our industry has 
with city and county government? 

To prosper as a society, we must embrace the 
relationship between our local businesses 
and government. Knowing the needs 
of business is integral to strengthening 
economic development for everyone. I am 
proud of the partnerships that I have created 
over the years to allow our local businesses 
to truly support the education and economic 
development within our community. Our 
local and state government must understand 
and embrace the role that small businesses 
play in growing our workforce and economy. 
It takes large investments in education and 
financial literacy to broaden the gateway of 
opportunity for all Texans, and businesses 
play a big part in those investments.

As earlier mentioned, many skilled 
construction workers left the home 
building industry to work in the oil 
industry during the Eagle Ford Shale 
boom in 2009. As a member of the 
Eagle Ford Shale Caucus, what are 
some challenges and solutions regarding 
continued economic prosperity given the 
recent downturn in the oil industry?

Unfortunately, many analysts are predicting 
that things will only get worse for the oil 
industry before they get better, so we need to 
ensure that these workers are able to transition 
back into other industries or take advantage of 
educational opportunities. The Legislature will 
also have some tough choices to make in our 
next budget due to the lost oil and gas revenue. 
Thankfully, the Texas economy is still growing 
due to our diversity. The most recent data shows 
that Texas added over 31,000 jobs in January; 
the 10th consecutive month of job growth in 
Texas. We should increase our investments in 

areas such as education and infrastructure so 
that we can improve our workforce and attract 
more businesses to Texas.

Given your experience at the city level 
and your seat on the Senate Committee 
on Intergovernmental Relations, you are 
familiar with the struggle between the 
balance of private property rights and 
municipal growth and expansion. How 
can government provide reasonable and 
common sense oversight over the building 
process, without imposing detrimental 
obstacles for housing opportunity and 
growth in the residential construction and 
development industry?

Government must strike a balance between 
protecting consumers and allowing the free 
market to regulate industry. For example, we 
must ensure there are not outdated regulatory 
barriers that prevent the construction or 
rehabilitation of affordable housing by 
unnecessarily driving up costs. We have to 
make sure that there is enough oversight 
to provide safe housing for poor and 
middle-class Texans, while simultaneously 
eliminating any overbearing policies that 
artificially inflate prices and hurt affordability. 

Is there anything else you would like to 
share with the readers of Texas Builder?

I want to thank the Texas Association of 
Builders for allowing me the opportunity 
to share my background and priorities for 
serving the great residents of Senate District 
6 and Texans across the state. I would like 
to remind everyone how important it is 
to get involved in your community. Civic 
engagement is essential to ensuring that your 
community is on the right path to provide 
for present and future generations. Making 
your voice heard is imperative to government 
knowing which issues your community cares 
most about. Exercising our right to vote is 
how we give voice to our values and beliefs. 
We must share this sentiment with our youth 
and remind them that our voice does mean 
something. I encourage everyone to stay 
civically engaged to ensure the future success 
of our families and communities.  

Sylvia R. Garcia
Texas State Senator

Senator Sylvia R. Garcia is a native of Palito 
Blanco, Texas. She earned a scholarship 
to Texas Woman's University, where she 
graduated with a degree in social work. 
Senator Garcia then received her Doctor 
of Jurisprudence from Thurgood Marshall 
School of Law at Texas Southern University.

As a social worker early in her professional 
career, Senator Garcia saw firsthand the 
importance of advocating for her community.  
Senator Garcia continued her public service 
career by serving as Director and Presiding 
Judge of the Houston Municipal System, City 
Controller of Houston, and Commissioner 
on the Harris County Commissioner's Court. 
The first Hispanic and first woman to be 
elected in her own right to the office, she 
continued her advocacy for working families 
and made certain Harris County took care of 
its most defenseless, all while making certain 
Harris County led the way for new jobs and 
economic development.

Senator Garcia was sworn in to the 
Texas State Senate on March 11, 2013, 
representing Senate District 6. During the 
84th Legislative Session, Senator Garcia 
served on the Education, Intergovernmental 
Relations, Transportation and Veterans 
Affairs & Military Installations committees.

BiOgRAPHY
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government Relations

members because of the effect on the 
availability of housing and the purchasing 
power of consumers for home buying.

The property tax system in Texas begins 
with the appraisal process (see chart). 
During the 84th Texas Legislative Session 
(2015), TAB worked with stakeholders 
in the real estate industry to defend the 
Texas Constitution’s guarantee of equal 
and uniform taxation, which means all 
property must be taxed at market value. If 
a property owner does not agree with their 
property appraisal, TAB considers that all 
property holders, whether residential or 
business owners, have the right to challenge 
their respective property appraisals to 
ensure they are equal and uniform.

During the Select Committee’s interim 
hearing in January, chaired by Senator Paul 

Bettencourt (R-Houston), the appraisal 
process and property tax administrative 
issues were frequently discussed. The 
hearing was held in San Antonio and the 
topic of discussion drew in more than 
250 attendees and more than 50 witnesses 
testifying. TAB Government Relations 
staff and TAB members were among those 
in attendance. TAB board member and 
Multifamily Council member Barry Kahn 
provided detailed testimony on the need 
for consistency in the appraisal process.

Chairman Bettencourt introduced the 
primary issue the committee is set to 
address by using data provided by the 
Office of the Texas Comptroller of Public 
Accounts. “Data…shows that statewide 
between 2005 and 2014, county tax levies 
were up 70%, city tax levies were up 61%, 
while median household income was only 

Senate Select Committee to Review  
Property Tax Burden on Property Owners

*Source: Texas Senate Select Committee for Property Tax Reform and Relief, 1/27/2016

Appraised Value x Tax Rate = Tax Bill

If your Home is appraised at $200,000, and your tax rate  

is $0.50 per $100 of property value:

If your appraised value goes up by 10% to $220,000 

but the tax stays the same:

That's a $100 of 10% increase in your taxes!

In order to keep your taxes from increasing if your  

appraised value goes up 10%, the tax rate needs to  

be cut by 9% to $0.455:

HOW IS yOUR 
PROPERTy TAx BILL CALCULATED?

HOW DOES THE HOMESTEAD ExEMPTION 
AFFECT yOUR PROPERTy TAx BILL?

Then

If your home is appraised at $200,000 and the  

Homestead Exemption for school taxes is $25,000:

With an Assessed Value of $175,000 at the average school 

tax rate of tax rate is $1.25 per $100 of property value:

Without the Homestead Exemption:

a $313 difference!

By Sue Pinger

Following a legislative session that 
actively discussed the tax burden on 
Texans, Lieutenant Governor Dan 

Patrick announced the appointment of the 
Senate Select Committee on Property Tax 
Reform and Relief. This Select Committee 
is charged with studying the property tax 
process in Texas, including the appraisal 
system, and to examine and develop 
options to further reduce the tax burden on 
property owners. The committee will host 
public interim hearings around the state 
to discuss these topics prior to submitting 
recommendations to the Texas Legislature 
on ways to promote transparency, 
simplicity, and accountability from taxing 
entities and viable options for reducing the 
tax burden on property owners.

The Texas Association of Builders (TAB) 
continuously monitors and engages on 
the state’s actions on various taxes and 
fees, such as the margins tax (also known 
as the revised franchise tax), sales taxes, 
occupational taxes, school finance matters, 
property tax, and other taxes that may affect 
both residential and business taxpayers. 
Property tax matters are specifically 
important to TAB and its association 

Then $200,000 x $.050/$100 = $1,000 Assessed Value x Tax Rate = Tax Bill

Then $200,000 – $25,000 = $175,000 Assessed Value

Then $175,000 x $1.25/$100 = $2,187 Tax Bill

$200,000 x $1.25/$100 = $2,500 Tax Bill 

Appraised Value – Homestead Exemption 

= Assessed Value

Then $220,000 x $.050/$100 = $1,100

Then $220,000 x $.0455/$100 = $1,000
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up 26%. That means that, statewide, taxes 
are rising 2.5 times faster than median 
family income. That is the problem that 
we are here to address.”

The Select Committee will continue to host 
interim hearings around Texas over the 
course of the 2016 interim period to review 
the tax burden on Texas taxpayers. TAB 
staff will attend, monitor, and coordinate 

Senate Select Committee to Review  
Property Tax Burden on Property Owners

*Source: Texas Senate Select Committee for Property Tax Reform and Relief, 1/27/2016

THE PROPERTy TAx CyCLE

JAn 1st

Late Spring 
to Summer

JULY–SEPT OCT 1st –  
JAn 1st

FEB 1st
JAnUARY 1: Central Appraisal District  

sets initial appraised value

Property owners get notices of appraised  
Value. Owners may protest their Value to  

the Appraisal Review Board

Any unpaid property taxes become delinquent 
and penalties with interest are imposed.

Taxing Units hold public meetings  
and adopt tax rates.

Tax Bills sent out by the 
Tax Assessor Collector

testimony as needed for these hearings. The 
TAB Government Relations Committee has 
a designated Tax Task Force that reviews any 
changes to the current tax system to ensure 
there is no unfair burden on your business, 
Texas homeowners, home buyers, and the 
home building industry.. 

If you are interested in joining the discussion 
on the impact taxes have on our industry 
or in your local community, you may join 
the TAB Tax Task Force and begin receiving 
informational updates. For more information, 
visit http://www.texasbuilders.org/
government-regulatory-affairs/get-involved/
grc-task-forces.html.

Sue Pinger serves as voluntary treasurer  
for TAB’s Audit and Finance Committees.  
Sue also held the CFO title while at  
Tilson Home Corporation.
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I
f you didn’t get the chance to 
demonstrate your swinging abilities at 
our HOMEPAC TopGolf event in March, 
you’ll have the opportunity to strut those 

skills at the annual FUNdango Washers 
Tournament at the Sunbelt Builder Show™. 
Prior to FUNdango, local associations are 
fundraising for HOMEPAC by putting 
their own spin on the washers tournament 
explosion - think: Crab Boil & Washers 
Tournament - sending their winners to 
compete to bring home all the glory from 
the state level competition in August.

Fundraising on the local association level 
is extremely critical to the success of 

HOMEPAC. Don’t tell me that some of the 
following ideas don’t beg for shared pictures!

•	 Beer-making	and	salsa	competition	with	 
live music

•	 Barn	dance	with	live	and	silent	auctions
•	 Chili	cook-off	and	live	music	with	a	best	

booth/best dressed competition
•	 Putting	Par-Tee	(putt	putt	mini	golf)
•	 Bowling	with	Builders
•	 Nails	&	Tails	Fishing	Tournament
•	 Oktoberfest	celebration
•	 Tailgate	party	at	major/minor	league	games
•	 Elected	officials	fish	fry	or	barbeque
•	 Legislative	breakfast
•	 Dancing	with	the	Stars	competition

A large majority of our local associations 
go the extra mile by ‘passing the hat’ for 
HOMEPAC at each and every event. You’d 
be surprised at how quickly those small 
donations add up!

Another local association utilizes their 
annual dues notice as an opportunity to 
give their members the option to send 
in a HOMEPAC contribution with their 
membership fees.

There are quite a few outstanding members 
who enjoy being their local association’s 
HOMEPAC liaisons, providing peer-
to-peer influence to solicit HOMEPAC 
activity and contributions. Oftentimes, 
these folks invite prospective supporters to 
meetings with elected officials. Local level 
HOMEPAC liaisons have been known to 
organize into small groups, or simply 
provide a one-on-one experience.

If the prospect of pitching a sale for 
HOMEPAC is not your forte, rather than 
focusing on the money, focus on the 
opportunity you are giving your fellow 
members to take a proactive role in the 
industry - in their community and on the 
state level.

Since the new year rolled around, 
HOMEPAC has seen an increase in 
annual membership contributions, with 
quite a few members opting for a higher 
HOMEPAC contribution – a trend I hope 
will continue! 

Carol Longacre is the President of Longacre 
Construction Company in Lewisville, TX. 
Carol currently serves as the volunteer chair 
of the HOMEPAC Board of Trustees.

By Carol Longacre

Effective, Eventful  
HOMEPAC Fundraising on a Local Level

PrimeLending, A PlainsCapital Company

MARCH 30th TOPgOLF EVENT SPONSORS! THANK YOU!
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SOME BIG WINS FOR HOMEPAC AND OUR LOCAL HBAS INCLUDE: 
•	 All	three	Supreme	Court	Justice	incumbents	will	keep	their	seats:	 

Debra	Lehrmann,	Paul	Green,	and	Eva	Guzman
•	 Speaker	Joe	Straus,	HD	121
•	 Sen.	José	Menéndez,	SD	26	-	won	over	Rep.	Trey	Martinez	Fischer
•	 Rep.	Dan	Flynn,	HD	2
•	 Lance	Gooden,	HD	4	-	will	replace	Rep.	Stuart	Spitzer
•	 Jay	Dean,	HD	7	-	will	fill	Rep.	David	Simpson's	open	seat
•	 Rep.	Byron	Cook,	HD	8
•	 Rep.	Kyle	Kacal,	HD	12
•	 Rep.	John	Raney,	HD	14
•	 Rep.	John	Cyrier,	HD	17
•	 Rep.	Sergio	Muñoz,	HD	36
•	 Rep.	Paul	Workman,	HD	47
•	 Hugh	Shine,	HD	55	-	will	replace	Rep.	Molly	White
•	 Rep.	DeWayne	Burns,	HD	58
•	 Rep.	Ron	Simmons,	HD	65
•	 Stan	Lambert,	HD	71
•	 Rep.	Mary	González,	HD	75
•	 Rep.	Brooks	Landgraf,	HD	81
•	 Rep.	Charlie	Geren,	HD	99
•	 Rep.	John	Frullo,	HD	84
•	 Rep.	Angie	Chen	Button,	HD	112
•	 Rep.	Cindy	Burkett,	HD	113
•	 Rep.	Jason	Villalba,	HD	114

AS A RESULT OF SOME TIGHT RACES,  
THERE WILL BE 12 RUN-OFF RACES ON MAy 24:
•	 SD	1	(R)	-	Sen.	Kevin	Eltife's	open	seat:	 
Bryan	Hughes	and	David	Simpson 
[Only	13	votes	came	between	Gen.	Red	Brown	(3rd	place)	and	Simpson]

•	 SD	24	(R)	-	Sen.	Troy	Fraser's	open	seat:	 
Dawn	Buckingham	and	Susan	King

•	 HD	5	(R)	-	Rep.	Bryan	Hughes'	open	seat:	 
Jay	Misenheimer	and	Cole	Hefner

•	 HD	18	(R)	-	Rep.	John	Otto's	open	seat:	 
Ernest	Bailes	and	Keith	Strahan

•	 HD	27	(D)	-	Rep.	Ron	Reynolds	and	Angelique	Bartholomew
•	 HD	33	(R)	-	Rep.	Scott	Turner's	open	seat:	 
Justin	Holland	and	John	Keating

•	 HD	54	(R)	-	Rep.	Jimmie	Don	Aycock's	open	seat:	 
Scott	Cosper	and	Austin	Ruiz

RUN-OFF RACES (cont'd from previous column)
•	 HD	64	(R)	-	Rep.	Myra	Crownover's	open	seat:	 
Read	King	and	Lynn	Stucky

•	 HD	73	(R)	-	Rep.	Doug	Miller	and	Kyle	Biedermann
•	 HD	120	(D)	-	Rep.	Ruth	McClendon's	open	seat:	 

Mario	Salas	and	Barbara	Gervin-Hawkins
•	 HD	128	(R)	-	Rep.	Wayne	Smith	and	Briscoe	Cain
•	 HD	139	(D)	-	Rep.	Sylvester	Turner's	open	seat:	 
Kimberly	Willis	and	Jarvis	Johnson

PRiMARY ELECTiON RESULTS

Election	night	was	a	big	night	for	Texas.	TAB	staff	was	up	watching	the	election	results	roll	in	until	just	before	

midnight.	Of	the	150+	HOMEPAC-supported	and/or	local	HBA-supported	candidates,	all	won	their	primary,	with	the	

exception of five candidates.

Thank you for your support of HOMEPAC. It is because of 
the involvement of our PAC donors that TAB/HOMEPAC is  

able to successfully engage in the large number of races that 
have lasting ramifications on our industry.
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A Tour Through East Texas
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At 790 by 660 miles, Texas is a GIAnT piece 
of land, and the concerns of a home builder 
in one area can greatly differ from those of 
another builder across the state. That’s why, 
in this issue of Texas Builder, we’re taking a 
closer look at just one section: East Texas. 

Come see the beautiful homes on parade 
behind the pine curtain in the Big Thicket 
and in towns like Tyler, Longview, Lufkin, and 
Texarkana. In this area’s midsize and rural 
communities, the housing industry is strong, 
and innovative builders like Erin Wright of 
Wright-Built, LLC are thriving. Some of the 
state’s most stunning properties can be found 
on Lake Cherokee and other lakes in the region. 

The tourism industry is also doing well in 
East Texas, with plenty of natural beauty and 
interesting attractions and events pulling 
travelers from all over the state and country. 
The Piney Woods region is particularly gorgeous, 
and the Deep South roots here give East Texas 
its own distinct cultural identity from the rest 
of the state. Overall, the East Texas area is a 
wonderful place to live, visit, and build.

Read on for a closer look…

P
ush apart the pines—the Longleaf, 
the Shortleaf, and the Loblolly—
and you’ll find yourself in East 
Texas, home to several of Texas’ 

best tourism destinations. Spend the 
summer in Longview for the Great Texas 
Balloon Race or take a trip to Tyler in 
October to celebrate the rose-growing 
industry during the Texas Rose Festival. 
Visit the Texarkana Wine Festival on the 
first weekend in May or catch up on your 
music history in Carthage at the Texas 
Country Music Hall of Fame. These are 
just a few of the events and attractions that 
make East Texas a great place to visit.

July provides East Texas visitors with a 
celebration and display of one of the earliest 
forms of human-flight—the hot air balloon. 
During the Great Texas Balloon Race, 
competitive pilots from around the world 
convene for races over Longview and the 
East Texas Regional Airport. Other events, 
like the Balloon Glow and the Ring Toss 

competition, highlight the rest of the air-
bound festivities. On the ground you’ll find 
music, food vendors, and more. The races 
begin July 22nd and last through the 24th.

October is the month of the rose in Texas 
and has been ever since the first rose festival 
in 1933. All month long, visitors to Tyler are 
invited to celebrate all things rose-related, 
but the main event takes place mid-month. 
From garden tours to arts and crafts events, 
and from parades to luncheons, the Texas 
Rose Festival is filled with events perfect 
for a weekend-long family trip. For the 
more creatively-inclined, a photo contest is 
held to see who can best capture the beauty 
of Rose Season. The festival takes place 
October 13th through the 15th this year.

A new tourism stop in East Texas is the 
Twice as Fine Texarkana Wine Festival. 
Taking place on May 7th, the event is a 
one-of-a-kind wine, art, music, and food 
festival for the Four States Area. Wineries 

By Alex Kocina
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from across the state of Texas, numerous 
merchants, and local businesses give visitors 
an opportunity to taste and purchase wine and 
gourmet food. 

One final stop on the tour through East Texas—
one that’s open all year—is the Texas Country 
Music Hall of Fame. The Texas Country Music 
Hall of Fame exists to celebrate and recognize 
the works of Texas-born country music artists. 
Located in Carthage, right in the thick of the 
Piney Woods of East Texas, this is an excellent 
year-round tourist destination that is not only 
entertaining, but educational as well.

Whether you’re interested in events taking place 
on the ground, in the sky, or inside a museum, 
East Texas has a robust and exciting tourism 
industry. The Great Texas Balloon Race, Rose 
Festival, Texarkana Wine Festival, and Country 
Music Hall of Fame are all filled with friendly 
faces from the community who will show you 
what being from East Texas is all about. 

LOCAL HBA TYLER AREA BA EAST TExAS BA
HBA OF  

TExARkAnA
DEEP EAST 
TExAS AB

LOCAL POPULATIOn 565,396 373,535 249,497 261,813

OWnER-OCCUPIED HOUSInG UnITS 144,570 94,660 64,024 63,971

HOMEOWnERSHIP RATE (%) 71.20% 70.82% 67.84% 67.84%

HOMEOWnER VACAnCY RATE (%) 2.47% 1.80% 1.78% 2.30%

PERCEnT SInGLE-FAMILY DETACHED (%) 78.97% 81.30% 84.97% 75.75%

MEDIAn HOME VALUE - LOCAL ($1,000) 99.89 104.7 86.35 83.96

HOMEOWnER MEDIAn InCOME - LOCAL ($1,000) 51.89 55.84 50.66 48.07

PERCEnT BUILT 2000 OR LATER (%) 20.86% 16.88% 15.34% 16.95%

GlassCraft	Door	Company	now	offers	
the	Buffalo	Forge	Steel	ThermaPlus™	
entry	doors	that	combine	the	benefits	
of both steel and composite at ½ 
the price of premium steel doors. 
ThermaPlus	doors	are	thermally	broken	
to prevent heat and cold transfer from 
exterior to interior at an affordable 
pricing.	Available	in	full	book	sizes	as	
ready-to-install	prehang	units	or	as	
field	trimmable	slabs	that	can	fit	into	
an	existing	door	frame.	ThermaPlus	
is	ideal	for	both	residential	new	
construction	and	remodel	projects.	
Choose	from	three	different	design	
styles,	including	Solid	2	Panel	with	
decorative options such as speakeasies, 
straps	and	clavos;	Contemporary,	and	
Wrought Iron doors.

Email marketing@glasscraft.com for details.
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By Chad AndychaHomes on Parade
The latest and greatest East Texas area 

homes are soon to be on display to 
the public. Several local associations, 

including the East Texas Builders 
Association (ETBA), Tyler Area Builders 
Association (TABA), and Deep East 
Texas Association of Builders (DETAB), 
have upcoming home parades. These 
events cater to a variety of community 
members, including prospective home 
buyers, builders searching for inspiration, 
homeowners looking for remodeling ideas, 
and even the average Joe and Jane Doe 
looking for something to do.

First up, ETBA’s Spring Parade of Homes 
will be held the weekends of May 6-8 and 
13-15 in and around Longview, Hallsville, 
Lake Cherokee, and Gladewater. Tickets 
are $10 a person. Home sizes range from 
under 2,000 to over 6,000 square feet. In the 
fall, DETAB will have their annual Parade 
of Homes as well.

TABA’s Parade of Homes begins Saturday, 
June 4 and goes through Sunday, June 
12. Their scattered-site parade has 
been ongoing since 1953, and they are 
expecting to showcase over 30 homes this 
year. “We range from first-time homes, in 
the $200,000 range, up to million-dollar 
homes. We have a nice variety for the 
community,” said Libby Simmons, TABA 
Executive Vice President. “We also have a 
remodel entry this year, and that is always 
a big draw as well.”

There are many high-quality new home 
builders on TABA’s parade roster. Parade 
attendees can expect to see a lot of the 
latest trends in East Texas home building. 
Outdoor living spaces are popular in the 
area, especially in higher-end homes. 
Several homes are also likely to feature the 
latest in smart-home technology.

TABA is looking forward to a good 
turnout. “Our association really believes 
in this community, and our area has a 
great group of people,” said Simmons. 
“That’s why it’s special to me that a portion 
of the parade’s ticket sales go back to the 
community. Last year we made a donation 
to two local charities of $6,000 each.” 
Past charity recipients include the Make-
A-Wish Foundation, St. Paul Children’s 
Foundation, and Hope Haven of East Texas.

“It takes months to get ready for a parade,” 
said Simmons. “The key is everything has 
to come together at just the right time.” 
More information on each of these Parades 
of Homes can be found at the associations’ 
websites: www.easttexasbuilders.org, www.
tylerareabuilders.com, and www.detab.org. 
So if you’ll be in the area, plan on visiting the 
homes in one or all of these parades in 2016, 
and don’t forget to take off your shoes!  
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Acme	Brick	Company	 is	 providing	 funding	 for	 the	 new	Brick	 Block	Masonry	
Certificate	 course	 offered	 through	 the	 University	 of	 Texas	 at	 Arlington,	 at	
facilities	in	Grand	Prairie	and	Houston.

Acme Brick has donated $50,000 to start the schools. Additionally Acme has offered 
to match another $10,000 for scholarships that the university hopes to raise from 
other	businesses	and	corporations.	Contractors	and	manufacturers	from	across	the	
state,	along	with	the	Waco-based	Texas	Masonry	Council,	have	donated	money	and	
in-kind	contributions	including	Acme’s	investment	totaling	more	than	$225,000	to	
kick-start	the	schools

The	Brick	&	Block	Masonry	Certificate	course	is	the	first	comprehensive,	hands-on	
training	program	to	be	offered	by	the	new	UT	Arlington	Trade	Education	Center.	
The	Brick	&	Block	Certificate	course	consists	of	a	single,	8-week	course	that	runs	
from	8	a.m.	to	5	p.m.	Monday	through	Friday.	Courses	are	now	underway.	Brick	&	
Block	courses	will	run	in	both	Houston	and	Grand	Prairie	simultaneously	and	are	
taught by bilingual instructors.

The	curriculum	was	developed	with	the	assistance	of	the	Texas	Masonry	Council	to	
address	a	critical	shortage	of	skilled	masons	that	now	exists	in	the	industry.	With	
only	 11	 students	 per	 course,	masons-in-training	will	 receive	 personalized	 help	
with	course	tasks	and	projects	from	a	mason	instructor	with	years	of	contracting,	
construction, and teaching experience.

In	 recent	years	 the	 lack	of	skilled	masons	and	other	builder	 trades	workers	has	
become	an	acute	problem	as	 these	workers	have	 left	 the	 construction	 industry	
during	the	severe	housing	downturn.	Dennis	Knautz,	President	and	CEO	of	Acme	
Brick	Company	said,	“as	the	industry	leader,	Acme	believed	it	needed	to	help	initiate	
a	program	to	provide	the	training	necessary	to	move	interested	job-seekers	into	
a	career	in	masonry.	The	staff	at	UT	Arlington	has	been	extraordinarily	receptive,	
helpful and creative in putting together this program that should help ease our 
industry’s	shortage	of	masons	by	developing	candidates	who	will	be	qualified	for	
these	good-paying	jobs.	We	are	excited	about	partnering	with	UTA,	and	we	hope	
others	in	our	industry	will	follow	our	lead	and	help	support	this	effort.”

Students	 who	 successfully	 complete	 the	 program	 will	 graduate	 as	 Level	 1	
Masons	accredited	by	the	Texas	Masonry	Council.	“Graduates	of	this	program	
should	have	no	trouble	finding	a	number	of	companies	eager	to	put	their	skills	
to	work”,	said	Knautz.	The	TMC	has	also	collected	letters	from	industry	members	
and	 potential	 employers	 confirming	 starting	wages	 of	 $14-$16	 per	 hour	 for	
students that complete the course.

Acme	Brick	Company,	founded	in	1891,	is	the	nation’s	largest	brickmaker.	Acme	
owns	26	brick	plants	and	has	70	company-owned	sales	offices	across	15	states,	plus	
a	nationwide	network	of	independent	distributors.	Other	Acme	operations	include	
American	Tile	&	Stone;	Featherlite	Building	Products;	Innovative	Building	Products;	
and	Texas	Quarries.	Acme	Brick	Company	has	been	a	wholly-owned	subsidiary	of	
Berkshire	Hathaway,	Inc.	since	2000.	For	more	information	visit	www.brick.com.

Acme Brick Company Backs New Masonry 
Schools in Grand Prairie and Houston
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Texas Loses Energy

According to Gaines, the price of oil has 
been in decline since the summer of 2014. 
Prior to that, the price of oil was over $100 
a barrel. It is now running in the mid 
$30s. Along with that, there has been a 
75 percent drop in new well drilling and 
mining activity. “Texas’ entire economy 
is not tied to energy,” said Gaines, “but 
about 10 percent at the statewide level is 
tied to the energy industry, and the energy 
industry is very complex.” On one end of 
the spectrum, there is upstream drilling 
and exploration; on the other end, there 
is downstream refining and petrochemical 
products delivery. The downstream fares 
well with the lower price of oil because 
the price of crude is their input price, but 

the downstream is so capital intensive, it 
doesn’t actually create jobs. Overall, the 
energy sector in the state has declined, and 
it has caused the entire state to decline 
along with it. 

“We are beginning to see how this is flowing 
through the state economy,” said Gaines. 

“Booms and busts in the energy sector 
generally take about one to three years to 
play out through the whole economy, and 
we’re roughly about a year into it.” The 
Dallas Federal Reserve puts out the Texas 
Leading Index. The findings show the state’s 
economy has been trending downward for 
over a year, and the growth rate has slowed 
considerably. But what does all this mean 
for the housing industry?

Dr. Jim Gaines is chief economist with the Real Estate Center at 

Texas A&M University. “Texas was in a boom condition for the 

past five years,” said Gaines. “The energy sector had exploded 

with the fracking industry, but that has now fallen off, and the 

boom is over.” Fortunately, the national economy is no longer in 

a recession. Gaines believes the current health of the country’s 

economy is the most important factor keeping Texas from going 

into a severe downturn. To understand how this affects the 

housing industry in Texas, the state’s overall economic outlook 

needs to be assessed.

By Chad Andycha

Home Sales Hold Steady (For Now)

“I’ve been preaching that there’s going to be 
a slowdown, but it sure hasn’t happened 
yet,” said Gaines. Texas has been the leading 
state for new home starts by a fair margin. 
Dallas and Houston, independently, have 
both had faster housing starts than most 
states. Houston has been the number one 
market for the last few years, and Dallas 
could soon take over. Of the major states, 
Texas has been leading with its pace of sales 
and median home prices with a good rate of 
increase. “2015 was a record year for home 
sales, and early 2016 sales are up almost 7.5 
percent,” said Gaines. “The median price 
is up about 5.5 percent, but that’s a much 
slower rate than we’ve had the last couple 
years. At the state level, we’ve been hovering 
near 8 to 9 percent. The increase is still going 
on, but the rate of increase has slowed down.” 

In Texas, as well as nationally, there is a 
spread occurring in the new home market 
by price distribution. “What we’re seeing 
is that it’s almost impossible to build new 
stick-built homes for much under $200,000. 
The home builders in Dallas-Fort Worth 
say it’s even hard to do for under $300,000,” 
said Gaines. Land, labor, and material 
costs have increased to the point where the 
state’s home building industry is having a 
difficult time responding to the entry-level 

the Bloom 
is oFF the Boom
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market. Increased economic prosperity has 
stimulated the need for land, especially 
anything within close proximity to the 
major metropolitan areas. That drove up 
the cost of developable land, and it also 
drove up the price expectations of people 
who own acreage. 

“Local communities want control over their 
land development, and permitting fees are 
rising,” said Gaines. “Texas has always been 
a laissez faire state.” Regulatory cost of land 
development and new home construction 
had been quite low, particularly compared 
to places like Florida and California, but 
those costs are now much more pronounced 
than they have been historically. This 
only adds to the cost for home builders, 
particularly those trying to construct 
new homes at the lower end of the cost 
spectrum. “With the economic prosperity 
and wealth created, more and more people 
were demanding $500,000 houses,” said 
Gaines, “so home builders went into that 
market where they get a better margin. 
It’s an imbalance of supply and demand. 
There’s a much higher level of demand right 
now, and that’s bringing prices up.”

Texas is, of course, a sizable chunk of 
land. These economic conditions are not 
uniform across the state. There is a marked 

difference between the housing markets 
in two of the state’s largest metropolitan 
areas. “Houston has definitely slowed down 
because it’s much more tied to the energy 
sector. Sales volume there is negative,” said 
Gaines. “Dallas is way up and still booming. 
The entire DFW Metroplex is much more 
parallel with and reflective of the national 
economy in terms of the diversity of jobs 
and economic activity.” Also, within the 
last year or so, over 10 major companies 
have made the move to the Dallas area, 
causing a mini, localized boom. And what 
about Texas’ other major cities? According 
to Gaines, Austin is down slightly after 
being “off the charts” for the past few years, 
and San Antonio is still solid. 

Crunching the Numbers

Dr. Gaines’ Real Estate Center colleagues, 
Dr. Luis Torres and Wayne Day, put out 
a monthly report called Outlook for the 
Texas Economy that summarizes significant 
state economic activity and trends. In their 
March report—which utilized findings 
from January—they found that statewide 
housing sales increased 1.9 percent year-
over-year on a seasonally adjusted basis. 
As Gaines said, Dallas-Fort Worth and San 
Antonio sales have increased, but Houston 
dropped 4.4 percent and Austin was down 
1.4 percent. Overall, Texas’ housing sales 

growth has fallen behind the nation’s 
growth rate in recent months. 

HERE ARE SOME MORE NUMBERS TO CONSIDER:

-	 $31.46 average price per barrel of West 

Texas	Intermediate	crude	oil	compared	with	

$47.29 a year earlier

-	 3.75 months of inventory of Texas houses  

for	sale—that’s	low:	6.5	months	of	inventory	

is considered indicative of a balanced 

housing market

-	 3 percent growth of construction 

employment	(year-over-year)

-	 4 percent decline of manufacturing 

employment	(year-over-year)

-	 4.2 percent Texas unemployment rate 

compared to 4.9 percent nationally

For a Texas builder, this article may not 
be the most desirable or clear forecast 
one could ask for. The state’s economy is a 
complicated beast, and the housing market 
follows suit. Depending on location, supply 
and demand, the national economy, and 
other factors, there is much to consider. 
But one thing is becoming more and more 
obvious—in Dr. Gaines’ own words, “The 
bloom is off the boom.” 

For more detailed information from  

TAMU’s Real Estate Center, please visit  

their website: www.recenter.tamu.edu
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S ome spend their twenties, their 
thirties, even a lifetime trying to 
figure out what to do with their lives. 

Erin Wright is one of those rare, lucky ones 
who found her calling as a home builder 
at a prodigiously young age. “I kind of just 
fell into it,” said Wright. “I built a house 
out of necessity when I was 21 because I 
couldn’t afford to hire a builder. A few years 
later I was incorporated and had three 
more under construction.” She started 
Wright-Built, LLC, a design-build general 
contractor, and currently operates out of 

Hawkins, Texas. She doesn’t have a formal 
education in building but instead attributes 
her success to an “I-can-do-this” attitude 
and confidence in her natural abilities as 
a designer and builder. After her first few 
houses, the phone just kept ringing.

Wright was self-taught and always trusts 
her gut instinct. “I think it was actually a 
lot easier back when I was too young to 
know any better,” she said. She took on 
projects at first which didn’t turn much of 
a profit, and she learned fast. “Now I have 

the reputation and experience under my 
belt where I can turn away clients if I don’t 
feel the job is right for me.” She works with 
her trusty team of subcontractors, using 
the same crews from house to house. Many 
have been with her since day one, and some 
of them work exclusively for her. Despite 
all the help, she likes to be as involved as 
possible every step of the way. “From the 
floor plans to interior decorating, I tend 
to have a hand in everything,” said Wright. 
Wright-Built constructs about 10 houses a 
year, and Wright is perfectly content with 

Erin Wright  |  Wright-Built, LLC

By Chad Andycha

Home Building in east texas
Lakes and Rivers, Pine Thickets and Pastures:
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that pace. “I don’t know if I’d be able to 
keep the same personal touch and quality 
if we built much more than that.” 

Big Ass Fans® are a signature touch in 
Wright-Built homes. “I love the look of 
them in a room,” said Wright. “They’re a 
standout piece on their own, and they also 
work really well in outdoor entertainment 
areas, keeping it cooler and keeping the 
bugs away.” Wright is a huge proponent of 
outdoor living spaces and likes to include 
features like outdoor kitchens and patio 
fireplaces whenever possible. As a Certified 
Green Professional, Wright also strives to 
implement as much repurposed and reused 
materials and elements as possible in her 
homes. “It’s not always cheaper or easier, 
but it’s worth it in the end.”

Wright has always lived and built in rural 
East Texas. “We get people from all walks 
of life here, and we attract retirees from all 

over the world,” said Wright. “I’m not stuck 
in a subdivision. I get to build on lakes and 
rivers, pine thickets and pastures.” Wright 
has served on the Tyler Area Builders 
Association Board of Directors for five years 
now and enjoys her continued involvement 
and impact on the industry. Her work has 
been highly lauded, and she is a winner of 
TAB’s Excellence under 45 Award, among 
other accolades. 

“We’re not cookie-cutter,” said Wright. “We 
do a lot of things that are nontraditional, 
and sometimes people think our designs are 
crazy.” She draws her inspiration from the 
home buyers themselves and builds houses 
to fit the owners’ personalities to create 
something unique to them. “I really like 
building for people who are truly excited 
about their new house, when I can walk 
away knowing I’ve built their forever home 
and they’re happy with it,” said Wright. 

“Those homeowners make it worthwhile.” 

“We’re not cookie-cutter.  We do a lot of things that 
are nontraditional, and sometimes people think our 
designs are crazy.”
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A
ndrew Traylor builds homes to fit 
the land they sit upon. He never 
shies away from a challenging lot 
and uses the existing landscape 

as inspiration for his design. His building 
company, Andrew Traylor Custom Homes, 
has two new houses in the East Texas 
BA’s 2016 Spring Parade of Homes. Both 
homes are located in the Champions 
Ridge subdivision, a new development on 
the Challenge at Oak Forest golf course in 
Longview. One is a custom home at about 
3,300 square feet. The other is a spec house 
at about 3,800 square feet. Traylor was 
involved in each project from the start 
and made the majority of the decisions on 
the spec house. On the custom house, he 
worked with the homeowners, helping 
guide them while ensuring they had a say in 
all the important decisions. The existing lots 
played a crucial role in the design of each of 
these homes from the ground up.

The custom house project posed a unique set 
of challenges from the outset. The owners 
chose the lot for its excellent view, but there 
was a big drop-off in the back. Fortunately, 
Traylor also owns an excavation company. 

“I have excavators, bull dozers, and dump 

trucks, so we do our own dirt work,” said 
Traylor. “There’s really no place I can’t build 
a house.” Traylor hauled in hundreds of dirt 
loads to stabilize the backyard, but that still 
left a huge drop-off down to the creek below. 

“The owners wanted a big, outside living area 
with a pool, outdoor kitchen, and gazebo, 
so I did a dropped ledge on the back of the 
house,” said Traylor. “We dropped it four feet, 
used the slab as a retaining wall, and put steps 
down to the pool. It’s a negative edge pool, so 
the backside is also a retaining wall that drops 
down another three feet, so we used a lot of 
little tricks to step the lot of the house down.”

On the front side, the owners wanted the 
house’s exterior to look like a stately castle 
with round turrets. “I told them we can do 
it, but of course it’s more difficult to build 
a round room than a square room,” said 
Traylor. “Everything in construction is 
designed to be flat and square, so it brings a 
lot of challenges, and you have to know what 
you’re doing.” The owners were confident in 
the abilities of Traylor and his team. They 

AndreW TrAylor 
CusTom Homes 

a n d r e w t r ay lo r c o n s t r u c t i o n . c o m

Local Affiliation: 
East Texas Builders Association

Featured Project: 
Champions Ridge—Parade Homes

Project Location:  Longview, TX

Owner:  Andrew Traylor

Two New Traylor Homes
By Chad Andycha
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discovered Traylor through his homes in 
previous parades and knew they had found 
the right person to build their dream house. 
Early in his career, Traylor took a risk 
building spec houses. He entered them as 
parade homes and attributes that to helping 
him attract the clientele he was looking for. 

“That’s what I love about the East Texas  BA’s 
Parade of Homes,” said Traylor. “I’ve sold 
multiple houses off of each parade.”

For the spec house in this year’s parade, 
Traylor chose a corner lot in the development 
and spent time studying the space before 
initializing any of the designs. He knew 
the corner lot would work well for the flow 
of vehicle traffic onto the property, and he 
added a big, three-car, side-entry garage to 
maximize this potential. The lot overlooks 
the golf course’s driving range and backs 
up to the woods, so Traylor decided a big 
outdoor living area would be a great addition, 
including an outdoor kitchen and fireplace. 
When it came to designing the interiors, 
Traylor had a clear vision: “I wanted at least 
four bedrooms and three baths. I wanted a 
separate living area and separate dining area. 
I like to do bonus rooms and can do them 
pretty cost effectively, so I put a 400-square-
foot bonus room above the garage. I also did 
a little secret room under the stairs, and I 

did a media room. I like stereos to rumble 
and vibrate seats. We go big, or we go home.” 

Traylor strives to ensure his new homes 
are built with all the latest modern 
advancements. His company is known 
as a green builder. “I’m big on energy 
efficiency,” said Traylor. “I can build a big 
house and still keep the energy bills low. 
I’m big on smart houses, too.” For all his 
home automation technology, Traylor uses 
a local Longview area company called Big 
Daddy’s Stereo. “They’re a mom-and-pop 
and a great family. We can control the 
house from a cell phone anywhere in the 
world, so your house is literally in your 
hip pocket.” Traylor can put cameras on 
every entrance and set up remote controls 
for all the door locks, garage doors, lights, 
air conditioning, hot tubs, pools, ovens, 
stereos, televisions, stereos, and more. 
He can even sync wake-up alarms with 
specified music and lighting. “If you don’t 
turn the alarm off, the lights get bright and 
it starts playing hard rock to get you out of 
bed,” said Traylor. “There are lots of things 
we can do now to make sure a house is 
smart…and fun. A house should be fun.” 
Both houses can be seen at the East Texas 
BA’s Spring Parade of Homes in May. 

“There’s really no place I can’t build a house.” 
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Lonestar Newsmakers

HomeAid Focuses on  
Children in Crisis in 2016

Long-time Member and Executive Officer Retires

Kelly-Moore Paint Company, Inc. 
Continues to Invest in Industry’s Future 

HomeAid Houston works with homeless service agencies to 
build and remodel transformational housing for men, women 
and children facing homelessness. When the person facing 
homelessness is a child, it is that much more painful to imagine, 
even for one night. And the truth is, there are hundreds of 
children in Houston who are sleeping on the street, or in cars, 
or behind buildings and in bushes. 

To help address this tragedy, HomeAid Houston has launched 
the initiative, "Serving Children, Preserving Futures," through 
a number of construction and remodeling projects in 2016, for 
agencies working with children in crisis.

"This year we are focusing our resources on children of all 
ages who are facing a variety of circumstances," said Cindy 
Hinson, president of HomeAid. "We consider 2016 the “Year 
of the Child" as we help identify where our services can make 
the biggest difference. We are grateful we have several builders 
who are partnering with us on a number of timely projects."

Becky Oliver, Executive Officer of the Greater San Antonio Builders Association (GSABA) for nearly 10 years, was honored 
on March 29 at a reception celebrating her retirement at the TAB Board Meetings in San Antonio. As a member of the Texas 
Association of Builders for over 40 years, a consultant to several Texas HBAs and as an EO, Becky served the federation 
well and she will be missed. Her membership originated at the BA of Victoria where she was the first woman to be named 
Associate of the Year two years in a row. After years in the banking industry, Becky moved to Fort Worth where she founded 
her own publishing company and was editor and publisher of many Parade of Homes and HBA magazines across the state. 
Texas Builder Magazine debuted in June 1989 – the brainchild of Becky Oliver and then-TAB President J.B. Sandlin, and it 
was published by Oliver Publications through January 1998. For many years, Becky was the top female Spike in the country 
and is a Life Director of both the National Association of Home Builders and the Texas Association of Builders. Best wishes, 
Becky, in your retirement, and thank you for the many years of service and dedication to our associations and industry.

Dean Nichols and Rod Vochatzer of Kelly-Moore Paints 
presented a $5,000 check to the Texas Builders Foundation’s N.D. 
Hopkins Scholarship Fund at the Dallas BA’s February 24 board 
meeting. Accepting the check on behalf of the Texas Builders 
Foundation were Dallas BA Executive Officer Phil Crone and 
President Donnie Evans of Altura Homes. N.D. Hopkins was 
a treasured member whose knowledge of the industry was 
matched by his passion for sharing his wisdom with others.

Shortly after N.D.’s passing, the Fund was established in his name 
through the Texas Builders Foundation to provide scholarships to the 
next generation of industry professionals who are working toward a 
construction related trade certification or degree. Thanks to the Fund 
and Kelly-Moore’s generous contribution, N.D.’s legacy lives on.
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