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President’s Commentary

Remembering the Membership Benefits
legislative session. The contracts package is a
two-year subscription that includes residential
construction and remodeling contracts, as well
as dozens of related addenda and associated
agreements. Files are updated as needed
throughout the two-year subscription period.
Builder members can purchase existing
contracts at TexasBuilders.org/membership/
contracts-package.

By Rick McGuire

T

he 85th Texas Legislative Session is four months
along and remains our top priority. But, when
the Texas Association of Builders staffers are not
at the Capitol, they are creating opportunities
for our members to save money and grow our
businesses through TAB’s Member Benefit Programs.
These programs are an investment in our future. I
strongly encourage each one of you to take the time
to read and study the quality products and services
that can help your business. These include:

• T AB Texas Residential Construction
Contracts Package
• TAB Model Construction Safety Program
and Jobsite Safety Standards Package©
• TAB Product Depot
• TAB Endorsed Insurance Program
• TAB Member Rebate Program
• TAB’s Member’s Choice Health Insurance
and Employee Benefits Marketplace
• National Purchasing Partners
• IrriGRAY by Water ReNu
TAB Texas Residential
Construction Contracts Package
Having access to TAB’s contracts package is worth
the price of membership. These documents are for
builder members only and can save you thousands
of dollars in legal fees. These contracts are your
blueprint for typical construction and remodeling
transactions. The 2015-17 contracts can still be
purchased for $399.99, but in September 2017,
TAB will release updated contracts that will reflect
any new policies that developed from the current

TAB Model Construction Safety Program
and Jobsite Safety Standards Package©
As you know, federal law requires builders to
abide by certain safety standards, including the
use of a jobsite safety plan. TAB offers a Model
Construction Safety Program & Jobsite Safety
Standards Package© that was developed with
input from safety experts, including OSHA
Region 6. The TAB package will help you meet
your responsibilities and establish good safety
procedures and systems for recordkeeping
required by OSHA. For more information and to
order the package, visit TexasBuilders.org and
search “Model Safety Plan.”
TAB Product Depot
In 2008, TAB set out to simplify the online
search with the launch of its Product Depot.
By using innovative search technology, the
directory makes it easier for members and
industry professionals to find the products
and services they need to manage their
businesses. It was quickly declared a valuable
resource – while eliminating the clutter
that goes into the average Internet search.
The Product Depot makes it easy for you
to do business with a member! Access the
Product Depot from the TAB home page or at
http://TABProductDepot.com. TAB member
and sponsor listings appear with a special
symbol next to their names.
TAB Endorsed Insurance Program
Developed with the backing of the strongest
insurance carriers serving the Texas building
industry, the exclusive TAB-endorsed Builder Agent
Network® (BAN) provides builders with best-inclass insurance programs, pricing, underwriting,
agent resources and service. I invite you to learn
more about this program that was developed by
and for builders at BuilderAgentNetwork.com or
call (866) 837-4507.

TAB Member Rebate Program
Have you subscribed to the Member Rebate
Program? If you are a builder or remodeler who
is interested in receiving money back from
selected national manufacturers, then you
must register today at HBARebates.com/TAB.
It costs nothing to sign up, and the process
for receiving quarterly rebates is simple. The
largest individual Texas rebate to date was
$22,000, so the potential exists for members
to see a substantial rebate check each quarter.
TAB’s Member’s Choice Health Insurance
and Employee Benefits Marketplace
TAB’s Member’s Choice Health Insurance and
Benefits Marketplace is open to all members
that have two or more “W-2”ed employees.
This is a selection of voluntary and ancillary
benefits – health, dental, vision, life, long &
short term disability and many others – written
just for TAB members. To get more information
and to see the list of Network Brokers, visit
TABInsuranceMarketplace.com.
National Purchasing Partners
As a member of TAB, you may be eligible
for discounts through National Purchasing
Partners (NPP). After you register online at
www.MyNPP.com you have the freedom
to comb their website to see if any of their
products or services fit your business. The
best part is that you are not obligated to
purchase anything.
IrriGRAY by Water ReNu
A bonus to this member benefit program is that
it automatically donates to the Texas Builders
Foundation, the charitable arm of TAB, each
time a system is purchased by a TAB member.
TAB members get a 5 percent rebate on a single
unit or a 10 percent rebate for the purchase
of multiple IrriGRAY systems on the same
order. For more information on IrriGRAY, visit
WaterRenu.com/contact or call (844) 472-9246.
I take advantage of several of these programs
and have found them to be of great benefit to
my business and my bottom line. I encourage
each member to take advantage of all that
the Texas Association of Builders has to offer,
including participating in the governance of your
association at the local, state and national levels.
TexasBuilders.org
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Executive Director’s Message

Counting Down and Looking Ahead
at the Capitol every day, it is extremely
important that our elected officials hear
from their constituents. By taking the time
to contact your hometown legislators, you
are helping to make a difference in our
efforts to ensure that the Texas Association
of Builders has a successful session – one
that keeps housing as affordable as possible
for the citizens of the State of Texas.

By M. Scott Norman, Jr.

T

he 85th Regular Session of the
Texas Legislature will adjourn sine
die on Memorial Day, May 29. The
only piece of legislation that the
Legislature is constitutionally required to
pass is the state budget, and as I write this
column, the Senate and House are billions
of dollars apart on how our dollars will be
allocated. Hopefully, the two chambers
will come to an agreement before May 29
so that we can avoid a Special Session of
the Legislature this summer.

Government
Relations
Committee
Chairman Eddie Martin’s column in this
issue of Texas Builder provides you with
information on TAB’s legislative priorities,
and TAB’s e-newsletter Legislative Line will
continue to keep you updated weekly
through the session on bills that are
critical to the residential building and land
development industry.
I want to take this opportunity to thank
all our members who came to Austin
for Rally Day, to testify before Senate
and House committees, and who have
participated in TAB’s Grassroots Advocacy
Program by writing to your Senators and
Representatives when we have issued a
call to action. Although your professional
government relations team is working hard
8
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Looking down the road, I want to remind
you that the 17th Annual Sunbelt Builders
Show™ will be held August 2nd – 3rd at
the Hilton Anatole Dallas. Register for the
Show and make your hotel reservations at
SunbeltBuildersShow.com. TAB’s summer
meetings will be held August 1st – 4th at
the Anatole, and we will have a complete
wrap-up of the Legislative Session at
the Government Relations Committee
meeting that will be held on August 1st.
We are excited that the week’s events
include the HOMEPAC FUNdango and 4th
Annual Statewide Washers Tournament on
the lawn of the Anatole. The dunking booth
was a huge hit at last year’s FUNdango and
will be back again this year. The Sunbelt
Builders Show™ will feature over 280 exhibit
booths that will showcase the building
industry’s latest products and services, and
we will open the Show on both Wednesday
and Thursday, August 2nd and 3rd, with great
keynote speakers. Additionally, we will
host education sessions and live product
demonstrations on the trade show floor;
the Young Professionals Get Together will
be held Wednesday night at Rodeo Goat Ice
House, a five minute walk from the Anatole;
and the Star Awards celebration will take
place on Thursday evening at the hotel.
We are looking forward to spending the
week at the renovated Hilton Anatole
Dallas. The new JadeWaters water park will
be a great place to relax with your family

2017 TAB Senior Officers
President
Rick McGuire, McGuire Builders, Inc.
Lubbock, Texas
First Vice President
Justin MacDonald, MacDonald Companies
Kerrville, Texas
Vice President/Secretary
Robert Wood, Custom Homes by Robert Wood
Lubbock, Texas
Treasurer
Sue Ann Pinger, Pinger and Company, LLC
Austin, Texas
Immediate Past President
Tim Jackson, Tim Jackson Custom Homes, Inc.
Fairview, Texas

and friends after long, productive days
on the trade show floor and in the TAB
committee meeting rooms. The hotel is also
a museum with an amazing art collection.
Visit AnatoleArt.com for more information.
As we continue through the Legislative
Session and prepare for the Sunbelt Builders
Show™ and the Texas Association of Builders
summer meetings, you can continue to
stay up-to-date on all things TAB through
the TAB News Briefs, Legislative Line, emails,
and Texas Builder Magazine. If you are not
receiving our emails or e-publications,
please contact the TAB office at (512)
476-6346 and staff can provide you with
“whitelisting” instructions so that you can
work with your email provider to accept
our communications. We don’t want you to
miss out on important industry information
or TAB events.
As always, please do not hesitate to
contact our office if we can be of service to
you in any way. Here’s to a great summer!

On Council

Sunbelt Show on the Move
By Tiffany Acree and Donnie Evans, Co-Chairs for the Sunbelt Builders Show™

M

ake your summer plans and

even stayed there in the past; however, it

unwind and kick back with a few drinks and

be sure to include the 2017

has been given a property lift. The hotel has

friends, both old and new.

Sunbelt Builders Show™ on

added JadeWaters resort pool complex to

your list of events. Mark your

their seven-acre backyard – which includes

Sunbelt Builders Show™ attendees' room

calendars and reserve your hotel room from

a leisure pool with swim-up bar, beach-

rate is an amazing $195, which includes

August 1 – August 4, 2017, at the newly

entry family pool, a lazy river, luxury cabanas

the $25 resort fee. The $25 resort fee covers

renovated Hilton Anatole in Dallas’ Design

and a splash zone with two 180-foot slides.

self-parking for one vehicle, guest room and

District. During that week, Texas Association

The JadeWaters resort pool complex is an

public space WiFi, dinner free for kids 12 and

of Builders will host one of the largest

exclusive amenity for Hilton Anatole guests.

under at Media Grill and Counter Offer (one

residential construction industry events in

In addition to the waterpark, it has both

kid’s menu meal per adult entrée), access

North America, the Sunbelt Builders Show™,

indoor and outdoor facilities including V Spa

to Verandah Club and Fitness Center, a 15

along with the HOMEPAC FUNdango and

and Verandah Health Club and is home to

percent discount on spa services in V spa,

Statewide Washers Championship, the

a valuable fine art collection of more than

two Starbucks per day at Counter Offer and

Young Professionals Get Together, the Texas

1,000 pieces.

JadeWaters resort pool complex admittance

Star Awards, and the TAB Summer Board of

dining options at The Terrace for breakfast,

Directors meetings.

24-hour grab-'n'-go counter offer; lunch,

The hotel offers excellent

from 9 a.m.- 9 p.m.

dinner and late night at Media Grill & Bar;

Besides being located next to the Dallas

The Hilton Anatole is a new venue for the

succulent steaks and seafood, along with

Design District, the Anatole is located within

Sunbelt Builders Show™. The Anatole is a

the best panoramic views of the Dallas

a six-mile radius of many museums, the

Dallas icon which spans 45 lush acres, just

skyline, in SĒR Steak & Spirits, and there is

Dallas World Aquarium, the Dallas Zoo, Deep

north of downtown. You think you know

always the ultra-chic Gossip Bar for early

Ellum, Trinity Groves and is walking distance

the Hilton Anatole, and you might have

morning coffee and/or an evening spot to

to the Rodeo Goat Ice House, which will host
TexasBuilders.org
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TAB’s Young Professionals event on August 2.

face-to-face time with my vendors that I’m

The hotel is situated about 15 minutes from

doing business with and meet potential new

Dallas/Love Field Airport and 30 minutes

ones,” said Sunbelt Co-Chair Donnie Evans.

from DFW International Airport.

“The Show gives me the opportunities to
check out new products and services, get

The award-winning Show draws thousands

updated on new codes and government

Show has been a major contributor to the

of

industry

regulations and network with other builders

growth and success that StrucSure Home

professionals from across Texas and the

from across the state, all in one convenient

Warranty has had in Texas over the years. If

Southwest to come together and network,

and time-saving location. I’m truly amazed at

you are selling to builders or in the housing

exchange ideas, learn about new products,

all that I can get accomplished within a few

industry in Texas, this is a must attend event.

meet more than 200 exhibiting companies,

days at the Sunbelt Builders Show™.”

It’s the best money you’ll invest all year long.”

quality educational sessions and simply

“As an associate, I find it imperative to support

Go ahead; make your summer plans now

enjoy being together and learning from

the industry that supports your product or

and be sure to include the Sunbelt Builders

other professionals in the industry.

service,” commented Tiffany Acree, Sunbelt

Show™ at the Hilton Anatole Dallas.

Co-Chair. “This industry is relationship

make your hotel reservations, register

“As a builder, the Sunbelt Builders Show™

driven, and Sunbelt opens the door to

or purchase a booth for the Show, visit

offers me an excellent opportunity to get

helping you build those relationships. The

SunbeltBuildersShow.com.

residential

construction

see excellent keynote speakers, attend

12
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Home T r e n d s :

Buyers Looking for Bigger Homes with More Options
By Mary Lou Jay
Judging from the popularity and
proliferation of cable television
shows about tiny home living,
you might think that new home
buyers, especially younger
couples, are looking for much
smaller spaces.
But Mary DeWalt, president of Mary DeWalt
Design Group, doesn’t see tiny homes as an
ongoing trend; it’s simply not very practical.
“It’s sort of an escapist mindset, for people who
want a different kind of life. It’s very romantic
until they live in it. Although tiny homes are
cute, it’s really hard to live in a 100 or 200 square
foot space with somebody else,” she said.

14
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In fact, most new home customers are
leaning in the opposite direction, hoping for
more space when they buy a new home.
A 2016 NAHB report, Housing Preferences
across
Generations,
surveyed
four
different generations about their housing
preferences: millennials (born 1980 or later),
Gen Xers (born 1965-1979), baby boomers
(born 1946-1964) and seniors (born 1945 or
earlier). NAHB found that the two younger
groups of buyers want homes substantially
larger than the ones they currently have.
(Millennials would like 2,375 square feet
and Gen Xers 2,315 square feet.) They’re
also looking for four or more bedrooms
when they buy.

Baby boomers are content with their current
home size (1,877 square feet), while seniors
would like to downsize (from 1,895 square
feet to 1,791 square feet).
Many customers are likely to be looking
larger because of the continuing increase in
multigenerational families sharing a home.
“We have become more of a melting pot, with
more cultures where it’s very typical for parents
to live with their children,” DeWalt said.
Adult children, especially younger millennials,
will continue to live with their parents
because they are unable to afford a place of
their own. As seniors and boomers become
less able to live independently, many will
move back in with their children because

Photo Credit (All): Rachel Kay, Applebox Imaging
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they cannot afford assisted living or in-home
care. Sometimes multiple generations will live
together simply because that’s the way that
they can afford the home that they want in
the location that they want, DeWalt added.
As a result, you can expect to see a growing
number of new home models featuring
multi-generational suites.
Preferred but perhaps not possible
The NAHB survey also revealed that home
buyers as a whole prefer single-story to
multi-story homes. The numbers do vary
by generations, however, with millennials
caring the least and seniors the most about
one-story living. In addition, a majority
of buyers (65 percent) would prefer to
purchase single-family, detached homes. A
high-density community appears in the top
10 list of most unwanted home features for
all groups except seniors.
But those preferences might have to yield to
the reality. The rising cost of land, due in part
to regulations that many local governments
are continuing to place on home builders
and developers, is likely to force builders to
construct more multi-story homes.
“The problem is the space that a one-story
home takes up; you have to have a larger
lot. Typically, a large one-story home is more
expensive than a two-story home of the same
size,” said DeWalt. “The logical conclusion is
that we will build up and not build out.”
While Texas still has many wide-open spaces,
DeWalt does see a trend to more townhomes

and for communities with higher density,
where there are single family homes but
smaller yards. “If you want big yards, you
may have to get further and further from the
center of town,” DeWalt adds.
“Surban” living
Back in 2014, Nielsen, the consumer research/
market measurement company, reported
that millennials “prefer to live in dense, diverse
urban villages where social interaction is just
outside their front doors.” That has led to a
resurgence in the number of young people
moving to cities and the perception that
cities were where they preferred to live.
But last March, Fortune ran an article by
David Morris stating that “there’s mounting
evidence that millennials’ love of cities was
a passing fling that became a shotgun
wedding thanks to the Great Recession.
Millennials don’t love cities any more than
previous generations. The counterargument
goes—they’ve just been stuck there longer,
pining for the suburbs all the while.”
DeWalt agrees with that prognosis, in part
because urban living is very expensive. But
she sees a different trend. “Most people
can’t afford to live downtown, so they have
communities where they are emulating the
urban lifestyle with proximity to rapid transit,
restaurants, health care and great shopping,”
she says. Some authors have referred to
them as “surban” neighborhoods. DeWalt
expects to see more new developments
with these characteristics, communities like
The Domain in Austin, Reston Town Center

in Virginia, downtown Naperville, Illinois, and
A-Town in Anaheim.
“It makes a lot of sense, especially since young
millennials are pretty soon going to start
marrying and having families. This is more
affordable and practical for them,” DeWalt
added. She anticipates that millennials will
either move to these surban communities
or head back to the traditional suburbs
if they can’t afford surban living. “Surban
neighborhoods are a little more expensive,
too, but not as expensive as downtown.”
Whether they remain downtown or move to
surban communities, millennials may have
older neighbors. “The lines are really blurring
between boomers and millennials because
their lifestyles are very similar,” DeWalt said.
“A lot of millennials haven’t had children
yet; they like to travel, and they like to have
people stay with them and to entertain. It’s
almost the same with the boomers: the dog
has died, the kids have left home, and the
boomers want to have a good time. They
want to travel. They want a lock and leave
lifestyle,” she said.
Some younger boomers may opt to
stay in the suburbs to help care for their
grandchildren. Older boomers and seniors
are likely to be looking at age-restricted or
age-preferred communities.
More options for personalization
No matter where they want to live, home
buyers are likely to become even more
educated and more opinionated about what
TexasBuilders.org
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and appliances will feature black stainless
steel, which doesn’t show fingerprints.”
The bathroom will feature tiles that look like
wallpaper, created through a new water jet
process. “Freestanding tubs are very popular
and will continue to be,” DeWalt predicted.
“The other thing that home buyers will
want is curbless showers. Universal design
features are becoming standard for a lot
of builders because they are not just for
old people; they’re about ease of living for
everybody. I think that’s something that we
will see as a norm,” she added.
they want in their new homes. (They’ve
spent hours and hours on Pinterest and other
Internet sites figuring it out.). In the future,
builders can expect those savvy buyers to
continue to demand more choices in the
design, layout and materials of their homes.
“Up to now, the attitude of production
housing has pretty much been, ‘You can’t
have any changes, this is it.’ But that’s
changing completely,” said DeWalt. “We have
a population that wants it their way. They
don’t want cookie cutter. They see themselves
as individuals, and they want their homes to
reflect that individuality. So the smart builders
and architects and designers are going to
really work hard to bring that to buyers so
that their dreams can be fulfilled.”
That means new homes will have more
options for flex spaces. One buyer might
want the space for a formal dining room,
another for a study. Where one person sees a
sunroom, another might envision a breakfast
nook—and the builder will be able to make
any of those visions a reality. “You’ll also see
first and second-story options for game
rooms and media rooms,” DeWalt said.
Most production builders today have
established elaborate home design centers
where they send potential buyers to work
with designers on customizing a home. That’s
a sales trend that’s likely to continue. “If buyers
see all these wonderful things, it’s a good
incentive for them to buy,” DeWalt added.
16
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Open floor plans will continue to be popular.
“The kitchen isn’t hidden anymore; it’s a
highlight of the house, a really important part
of the design and décor. Baby boomers in
particular are very social. They want to entertain
a lot, have people over,” she said. Families with
younger children prefer the open floor plan so
parents can keep an eye on them while they’re
watching television or doing homework.
More color
With Cuba now open to more American
travelers and the memory of the Rio de
Janeiro Olympics still fresh, DeWalt says
home colors are going to be bright, earthy
and tribal. Wallpaper will be moving away
from a simple, contemporary look to really
large patterns with oversized images like
giant roses. “It’s kind of fun, like you fell down
the looking glass,” said DeWalt.
One futurist group, Scarlet Opus, is predicting
an era of “digital detox” where people will
be less tapped into their various electronic
apparatuses, DeWalt said. That change will
usher in a new decorating style with an
emphasis on more craftsman-type materials.
“The new backsplash tiles may be subway
tiles, but with a handmade, mottled look,”
she said. Kitchen fixtures, both lighting and
plumbing, are likely to have a warmer feel,
helping to further blend kitchens and family
rooms. “Stainless steel will not last forever,”
DeWalt predicts. “Gold is coming back as a
metal instead of all the stainless and chrome,

Bedrooms will be bigger, too, and more will
be en-suite, as shown on HGTV shows. They
will also have more built-in spaces for a desk
and/or a television. “The bedroom becomes
another room that people can live in if they
want to get away and retreat,” DeWalt said.
Hardwood floors will still be the preference
for most living areas, but there could also
be a move to new flooring materials, such
as luxury vinyl that looks just like hardwood
(and is just as expensive). “People can take it
through the entire house; it’s waterproof and
can go into bathrooms and kitchens, too. It
makes the house look larger, and you don’t
have any thresholds,” DeWalt explained. If a
home has any carpeting at all, it’s likely to be
in the bedrooms.
Energy efficiency will continue to be a selling
point for new homes. According to NAHB,
home buyers have said that they are willing
to pay an additional $10,732 for their homes
if they can save $1,000 a year in utilities.
The demand for home tech is likely to increase
in the coming years as well. According to NAHB,
“except for programmable thermostats, few
buyers currently have the home technology
features that many of them desire. More than
50 percent would like to have a wireless home
security system, but fewer than 20 percent do.”
Home buyers would also like to have energy
management systems to help keep energy
costs under control.

TexasBuilders.org
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All photos courtesy of MoistureShield
Composite decking with fully
encapsulated wood fibers is protected
to the core against moisture intrusion
and insect damage.

Build a Deck
for the Decades
By Brent Gwatney

Choosing the right decking can help enhance
your reputation and generate strong referrals

A

strong reputation as a builder

So, what can a builder do to build a strong

when exposed to these harsh conditions.

has always been important. But

reputation that will last for years to come?

When a deck turns into a bigger hassle than

now more than ever, customer

Choosing the right decking material can

it is worth, it is your reputation as the builder
that could be on the line.

opinions hosted on online review

help ensure your customers will be satisfied

and referral sites are strong influences in the

with the projects you complete and

decision-making process of homeowners. A

generate strong referrals.

good builder knows that customer service

18

To help ensure a deck will look great for
decades to come, the following are key

and high-quality finishes are crucial in the

Almost any well-designed deck looks great

decking

formation of these consumer opinions,

when it’s first completed, but the rigors of

qualities to evaluate.

performance

attributes

and

but those are not the only factors. When it

the Texas climate – from the scorching sun

comes to highly specialized projects – like

statewide to Gulf Coast rain and Panhandle

Moisture Resistance

deck additions or renovations – a top-notch

ice – can degrade decking in just a few

The degree to which any decking material

reputation is especially important in a

years. Attractive, strong boards can quickly

holds up over time greatly depends on its

consumer’s decision-making process.

become cracked, warped or splintered

ability to withstand the damaging effects of

Texas Association of Builders May/June 2017

Feature

Some composite brands are warranted against rot, fungal decay and insect damage.

More Texas builders are using composite decking as
an attractive, high-performance alternative to traditional wood decking.

water. When wood decking is exposed to

way to protect each board to the core. Such

Warranties on Composites

moisture, expansion and contraction can

products can be used in applications on the

The high performance of composite

happen, resulting in warping or cracking.

ground, in the ground or even underwater

decking is supported by the availability

Defending against this requires time-

without voiding the warranty – which is

of brands with strong warranties. Unlike

consuming annual maintenance – in the

the pinnacle of decking performance.

wood

form of sealing, painting or staining –

decking,

some

composites

provide a limited lifetime warranty

which many homeowners grow weary of

Insect Resistance

against rot or fungal decay and damage

and neglect to do. Without this regular

As Texas builders know all too well, termites

from insect attacks.

maintenance, wood decks quickly begin

thrive in the Lone Star State. In fact, termite

to look old and can even become unsafe.

infestation levels have been classified by the

In order to steer clear of these problems,

“very heavy” for most of the state. Untreated

U.S. Forest Service as “moderate to heavy” to

Such a warranty was an important deciding
factor in the decision to use composite
decking

as

a

replacement

for

old,

many builders are now using high-

wood decking is highly susceptible to

damaged wood planks on the Canadian

performance decking options like wood-

damage from termites, and no homeowner

River Wagon Bridge in the Panhandle, 100

plastic

engineering

will want to see signs of insect holes in their

miles northeast of Amarillo. In that project,

process of composites brings out the best

composites.

The

deck boards or boards that have turned to

RBR Construction of Weatherford installed

qualities in the two raw materials for a board

splinters or dust due to a severe infestation.

59,000 square feet of high-performance

that will outperform in both strength and

composite decking to withstand the

beauty. Wood fibers contribute to strength

Wood-plastic

only

region’s punishing summer sun and winter

and stiffness while polyethylene plastics

outperform wood decking for moisture

ice. As RBR knows, choosing the decking

provide durability and moisture resistance,

resistance, they are also superior in resisting

backed by the right warranty can help you

which is essential to providing decking that

insect damage. Oregon State University

strengthen your reputation by building a

can withstand exposure to precipitation,

published research explaining the two

deck for the decades.

water splash or even total immersion.

major factors that make composites

Although composites are generally more

insect resistant. Termites and other wood-

resistant to moisture than wood decking,

destroying insects typically won’t eat

composite brands vary greatly in their

plastic, making composites whose wood

actual performance.

fibers are fully encapsulated in plastic

composites

not

excellent at resisting damage from these
To ensure quality composite decking, it is

insects. Additionally, social insects such as

crucial to ask if the product’s wood fibers

carpenter ants seek softer materials than

are fully encapsulated in moisture-resistant

composites, which are typically much

plastic. Brands are manufactured in this

denser than wood.

Brent Gwatney is senior vice president
for sales and marketing at MoistureShield
composite decking. He has specialized in
the building industry for more than 30
years, working with manufacturers, dealers,
design professionals, contractors, and
building officials. Gwatney can be reached
at brentgwatney@moistureshield.com.
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Speaking Out
We thank you for your support and
understanding of the residential
construction and development industry
in Texas and have enjoyed working with
you on issues of mutual concern. As a
former member of the House Business and
Industry Committee, you reviewed pieces
of legislation and interim charges that
regulate various industries, including the
home building industry. How does your
past experience on that committee help
you when considering legislation that
may impact housing affordability and
homeownership in Texas?

on housing,” the bill will ensure that housing
will remain affordable for Texans. What
inspired you to file this very important bill?
I am always on the lookout for actions
taken by other states, just as TAB does. In
discussions with TAB, the issue of adding a
fee of between $2 per square foot and $50
per square foot occurring in some cities in
California was cause enough that we felt
the need to preempt the potential of some
of our more aggressive cities heading down
this path. I am honored to be able to file
this bill on behalf of the home builders and
consumers throughout Texas.

Representative Ron Simmons
The current 85th Legislative Session is your
third Legislative Session. In recent sessions,
more and more new lawmakers are elected,
and it seems as though the Capitol’s
political dynamic has shifted as a result. Is
there a noticeable difference to this session
compared to your former sessions?
You are correct in your assessment that the
legislature has shifted. Roughly 50% of the
House members are in their 3rd session or
less. Generally, what dictates the political
dynamic at the Capitol are the issues, more
so than the people serving in public office.
This session our budget is tight, so a lot of
the discussion and debate will be on how
to allocate the more limited revenue that is
projected to be available.

With a successful career as a top financial
advisor not only in the Dallas/Fort Worth
areas but across the nation, what inspired
you to change paths and run for public
office back in 2012?
I have always followed politics closely, and
my wife, Lisa, and I have donated to people
and political causes in which we believe.
By 2012, I was in a position business-wise
and family-wise to be able to become more
directly involved. When former State Rep.
Burt Solomons decided to retire, I felt it was
time for me to put in my “application” with the
voters to serve as their state representative.

It was an honor to serve as Vice Chairman of
Business and Industry. So many interesting
subjects come through that committee,
not the least of which are related to the
home building industry. By serving on that
committee, it allowed me to gain an indepth understanding of the issues affecting
the home building industry and to learn
about the many attempts that are made
to increase the cost to the homeowner
through increased regulation and fees
on the builder. We must fight off these
attempts at every turn.

It is estimated that 25% of the final cost of
a home goes towards regulations imposed
by the government. What are your thoughts
on the influence that government has
on rising home costs and other barriers
to homeownership due to tax increases,
higher fees and other regulatory burdens?

Congratulations for being appointed to the
House Appropriations Committee, which
oversees the state budget. This session,
the budget proposals from the House
and Senate vary greatly in what and how
much they fund. One budget item that is
of high importance to the home building
industry is funding for career technology
education and workforce training programs
which help to create a stronger, skilled
workforce in Texas. What influence can the
home building industry and association
membership have on the budget process
to help maintain funding for programs like
the Texas Workforce Commission’s Jobs,
Education for Texans (JET) program, and
our Texas State Technical College (TSTC)
campuses? What are other areas of the
budget that are a priority for you?
Candidly, this is a tough budget cycle for

Some regulations are necessary, namely those

Texas. While our population continues to

that protect the health and safety of citizens.

grow at a record pace, our tax revenues

However, many regulations either promote an

were less than originally projected due to

aggressive political agenda or serve as a way

the decline in oil prices from nearly $100

for governmental entities to increase revenue

per barrel to just above $50 per barrel at

through fees and taxes. Again, this has to be

this writing. Therefore, we must prioritize

continually resisted.

our spending and make sure that we can
fund as much as possible for those programs

Thank you for filing House Bill 1449 which
prohibits local governments from imposing
linkage fees on all new construction. The
passage of this bill would be a critical, proactive stance against linkage fees spreading
to Texas. By prohibiting what is really “tax

that keep our economic engine moving
forward, but do so without raising taxes. I am
interested in all types of infrastructure such
as transportation, water and yes, educational
and vocational programs specifically geared
to support our workforce needs.
TexasBuilders.org
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Speaking Out
Transportation infrastructure funding was a
priority for the state in the past few sessions.
Given that Prop 7 passed in 2015 to approve
a funding increase to the State Highway
Fund, Texans recognized that the state
needs more funding to support its growing
transportation needs. As a member of the
House Transportation Committee, you are
privy to the ongoing transportation-related
discussions. From your perspective, what
are the next steps to ensure the state’s
transportation infrastructure continues to
meet the needs of our growing state?

The Texas housing economy continues to
lead the nation in the areas of production,
affordability and job creation, especially in
the area in and around your district. What
do you think should be done at the state
level (or not done) to make sure that Texas
sustains this status in the future?
Property tax reform would likely have the
strongest long term effect on the housing
industry. However, this is a long term process,
and there is no clear consensus on the best
solutions for Texans. We will keep working
on this, however, and I am confident we will

I was proud to author House Bill 20 last session,

develop the best long term solution.

and this bill was designed to make sure that the
Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT)
not only went to work investing the new funds

Is there anything else you would like to
share with the readers of Texas Builder?

we will be allocating for roads over the next
10 years (approx. $70 billion) but to make sure

It is an honor to serve the citizens of Texas in

they are doing the RIGHT projects and that

the State House of Representatives, and it is

their performance is being measured to ensure

an honor to fight on behalf of small business

proper compliance.

owners such as the members of TAB.

Biography
Ron Simmons

Representative
Ron Simmons is the son of two Arkansas
public school teachers. He and his
wife of 34 years, Lisa, have three adult
children–Justin, Daniel, and Allie Beth–
and two grandchildren, Peter and James.
A Texas resident since 1985, Ron is a
distinguished alumnus of Dallas Baptist
University, the co-founder and Chairman
of Retirement Advisors of America (RAA),
a $2 billion investment services firm,
and a member of the National Board of
Directors for the Autism Society. He and
Lisa are active members and leaders at
Prestonwood Baptist Church in Plano.
Since January 8, 2013, Ron has been the
Texas State Representative for House
District 65 in Denton County. During his
first term in the Texas House, Simmons
successfully authored and passed
legislation protecting First Amendment
rights and the integrity of Texas' election
process. Simmons also authored and
passed legislation standardizing the
treatment and coverage of autism
spectrum disorder – landmark legislation
that will lead to earlier diagnoses and
better outcomes for individuals on the
spectrum. He was honored to be named
the “Most Valuable Player” of the 2013
Freshman Class by Capitol Inside. In his
second term in 2015, Ron served on the
House Committee on Transportation and
as Vice Chair of the House Committee on
Business and Industry. He also served
as the Chair of the Policy Committee
for the Texas House of Representatives
Republican Caucus.
In the 85th Legislative Session, Rep.
Simmons was appointed to the House
Transportation Committee, the House
Committee on Appropriations, and the
House Committee on Local and Consent
Calendars. He also serves on the Texas
Conservative Coalition Research Institute
Board of Directors.
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Government Relations

Home Builders Blending Presence with
Expertise to Make a Difference at the Capitol
with a strong presence. TAB members spent
the entire afternoon visiting the state’s top
elected officials and all 181 legislative offices.
Before leaving Austin to head back to their
hometowns, TAB members ended the day at
a legislative reception at the historic Driskill
Hotel. At the well-attended private reception,
dozens of lawmakers and their staff visited
with their TAB member-constituents in a
personal and friendly environment.

By Eddie Martin, Chairman
Government Relations Committee

O

ver 800 home builders, remodelers,
developers, associates, and other
industry professionals crowded the
front steps of the Texas State Capitol
on February 22. These passionate industry
professionals traveled from all across Texas
to attend TAB’s 17th biennial Rally Day and
have a strong presence in front of the Texas
Legislature. TAB’s Rally Day gives builders and
industry professionals an opportunity to use
their expertise to influence change during
personal meetings with Texas lawmakers.

The Texas Comptroller and former Houstonarea Senator, Glenn Hegar, welcomed the
large crowd to our beautiful Capitol and
shared information about the status of the
state’s economy, with an emphasis on the
positive impact new home construction has
on the financial and economic well-being
of the state. Following Comptroller Hegar’s
encouraging keynote speech, TAB President
Rick McGuire (builder in Lubbock, TX) and
TAB Executive Director Scott Norman also
addressed the audience from a stage at
the Capitol’s main entrance to reiterate
the importance of sharing TAB’s legislative
agenda with lawmakers and their staff.
After proudly rallying outside of the grand
Capitol building, TAB members and home
builder representatives filled the Capitol

The impact of Rally Day on the home
building industry’s influence at the Capitol
is invaluable. Our membership from all over
the state meeting with lawmakers and
delivering our pro-housing message has a
very positive impact on the outcome of the
legislative session in terms of TAB’s ability
to support or defend against bills that
affect housing affordability and the future
housing needs of Texans.
TAB members were provided with thorough
talking points to assist them in their
meetings with lawmakers. Additionally,
TAB members provided accurate and
current statistics about the home building
industry in Texas. In order to maintain a
healthy and prosperous industry, as proven
in the “Builder Facts” box, the industry
must prevent burdensome regulations
and unreasonable fees being placed on
the industry, while also increasing efforts
to improve our available skilled workforce.
Continue reading for an outline of some of
the policy topics discussed in these Rally
Day Capitol meetings.
2017 TAB Rally Day Legislative Priorities:
Discussion Points
Prohibit fees and taxes that are placed on
all new construction in order to subsidize
housing for the few. Legislators are urged
to support House Bill 1449 by Representative
Ron Simmons and Senate Bill 852 by Senator

Jane Nelson that will prohibit cities from
mandating costly California style “linkage
fees” that significantly raise the price of
housing for everyone.
Strengthen vested property rights by
reestablishing the commonly held notion
that court costs and attorney fees are
available to both sides in vested rights
actions. HB 1704 by Representative John
Kuempel and SB 787 by Senator Joan
Huffman mirror the Uniform Declaratory
Judgments Act and give courts the
discretion to award costs and reasonable
attorney fees to either party in Vested
Rights actions.
Support legislation that protects Texans
from unreasonable regulations and
practices that arbitrarily diminish the
value of private property by imposing
overreaching restrictions or fees on its
reasonable use. SB 744 by Senator Lois
Kolkhorst and HB 2052 by Representative
Dade Phelan provide for tree planting
credits to offset tree mitigation fees.
Protect the construction industry against
the massive overhaul of the mechanic’s
lien system, which would be significantly
detrimental to the construction industry as
a whole. TAB will oppose bills that overturn
the current lien system, which, despite its
convoluted structure, dependably works for
owners, lenders, contractors, suppliers and
title companies. TAB has concerns with HB
3065 by Representative Joe Deshotel and
SB 1506 by Senator Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa
which relate to mechanic's, contractor's, or
materialman's liens.
Support an effective and efficient building
code compliance and enforcement
system. HB 2040 by Representative Phil
King and SB 1456 by Senator Robert Nichols
TexasBuilders.org
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Government Relations
allow a county to take the necessary action
when a builder shows an inspection of
failure. TAB supports HB 2040/SB 1456 which
will ensure that structures are built to code.
Follow the lead of numerous states
across the nation and support lowering
the Statute of Repose for Construction
Contractors, Engineers, Architects, Interior
Designers, and Landscape Architects.
HB 1053 by Representative Morgan Meyer
shortens the Statute of Repose for design
and construction professionals alike.
Protect infrastructure tools necessary
to meet growing housing needs. TAB
will oppose measures that will have the
unintended consequences of limiting the
ability of Municipal Utility Districts (MUDs)
to finance needed infrastructure. MUDs
serve a limited purpose – the construction,
finance, and maintenance of public utility
infrastructure – and use ad valorem tax
receipts to finance and maintain that utility
infrastructure, with the overwhelming
majority of the MUD’s tax rate dedicated to
debt service, rather than operations.
Oppose changes that would create
lengthy requirements and barriers for
landowners to be granted releases from
Certificates of Convenience and Necessity
(CCNs). Holders of CCNs currently have the
exclusive right to provide retail water and/
or sewer utility service and should NOT use
CCNs as a profit center at the expense of
landowners, whose circumstances may
call for a release from a CCN in order to
effectively develop property.
Enhance career and technical education
and workforce training. TAB supports
efforts to remove insurance liability barriers
to hands-on training by allowing school
districts to expand liability coverage to
students in on-site training programs. TAB
also supports that guidance counselors
be provided with accurate career pathway
information that can be shared with

26

Texas Association of Builders May/June 2017

students curious about their career options.
TAB continues to support funding for new
and future career and technical campuses.
Support Tax Relief
• Support adjustments to the property tax
and appraisal process, such as lowering
the appraisal cap from 10% to 5%,
expanding homestead exemptions and
reducing or repealing the rollback tax
on open-space land.
• Support adjustments to improve the
rollback and appraisal process for city
and county taxes to protect taxpayers
from potentially large tax increases and
keep Texas housing affordable.
• Support phasing out the franchise tax in
increments, offering franchise tax credits
to student internship programs, and
increase the small business exemption
from $1 million to $4 million.
• Oppose tax reforms that will have the
unintended consequence of limiting
the ability of Municipal Utility Districts
(MUDs) to cost effectively finance
needed infrastructure.
Defend multifamily and tax credit
development. TAB supports HB 616 by
Representative Jeff Leach and similar
legislation which will remove the
requirement of local support letters in the
Qualified Allocation Plan (QAP) application
process through the Texas Department of
Housing and Community Affairs (TDHCA).
Providing more clarity, certainty, and
guidance on the property tax appraisal
process for Lower Income Housing Tax
Credit (LIHTC) developments, specifically
appraisal districts’ valuation of LIHTC
properties, is also supported by TAB.
Eddie Martin is the volunteer chair of TAB’s
Government Relations Committee. Eddie
is the President and CEO of Tilson Home
Corporation, a family owned and operated
company building custom homes across
Texas since 1932. Eddie served as president
of the Texas Association of Builders in 2012.

BUILDER FACT BOX
LOCAL IMPACT OF HOME BUILDING
$28.7 Million in local income
$3.6 Million in taxes & other revenue for local governments
394 Local jobs
STATE ECONOMIC IMPACT
$38.6 Billion in economic activity
509,900 Jobs in Texas
52% of home builders experienced a labor shortage
in June 2015, up from 46% in 2014
HOMEOWNERSHIP
41st – Texas’ rank in homeownership
61.3% of Texans own their homes,
slightly below the national average of 63.7%
DID YOU KNOW?
102,474 single-family housing permits were
issued in Texas in 2016, an increase of 5.8 percent
from the previous year.
– Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University
In 2016, Texas had four out of the top 10
new home markets in the U.S.:
No. 1 - Houston
No. 2 - Dallas/Fort Worth
No. 6 - Austin
No. 8 - San Antonio
– Builder Magazine
81% of registered voters feel cities should
limit fees associated with home construction in
order to keep housing more affordable.
– Baselice & Associates, Inc.
For every $1,000 increase in the cost of a $150,000 to
$190,000 entry-level priced home in Texas, approximately
20,000 households are priced out of the market.
– Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University
Construction of a single family home creates one
permanent and three temporary jobs per year.
– NAHB Housing Policy Department
Texas’ Monthly Job Growth: 233,000 jobs will
be added in the state this year, up 1.9% from 2016.
– U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
77% of registered voters feel cities should limit permit,
inspection and other fees associated with home construction.
– Baselice & Associates, Inc.
Of the goods-producing industries [including
manufacturing, mining and logging], construction is the
only sector to add jobs over the last year.
– Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University
Texas’ Monthly Population Growth:
2016: 596
2017: 561 (estimate)
– Texas State Demographer
The 2015 median annual wage of home building industry
workers in Texas was $36,819; the U.S. median annual
wage average was $31,910.
– U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
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2017 Rally Day
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GlassCraft Door Company Continues
Innovation with ThermaPlus Entry Doors
GlassCraft Door Company
unveils its latest innovative
product line, the Buffalo Forge
ThermaPlus® steel composite
doors, which combine the
strength of steel and the jobsite
flexibility of composite. The
result is a groundbreaking
steel door product that is
also thermally-broken, fieldtrimmable for an exact fit,
secure, and costs 40% less
than other premium steel doors.
ThermaPlus utilizes an 18
gauge steel that is strong and
and dent-proof, all composite
edges, and a patented
BioFoam™ core. Available in
3 design collection: Solid Panel,
Contemporary, and Wrought
Iron with 6 finish options and
multiple sizing.
Email marketing@glasscraft.com for details or visit www.glasscraft.com
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Featured Project

Customized Outdoor Living
•

i n

H o u s t o n

•

By Karen Knudsen

S

ince its inception in 2004, Texas

for the company grew, and Rob and

able to use more of their backyard, and

Custom Patios has become the

Katherine partnered with Steven Schell,

they wanted an outdoor space that would

premier builder of outdoor spaces in

co-owner. Two years ago, they started a

be continuous with their indoor living area,

the Greater Houston area, building

branch in Dallas, which is managed by

which had three large windows on the

everything from basic covered patios to

partner Bryan Jones. Now, the company

back side of the house.

elaborate outdoor living spaces. Rob and

is made up of seven project developers in

Katherine Douglass, managing partners,

Houston and three developers in Dallas and

saw an opportunity to fill a growing

completes around 100 projects per year in

niche in suburban Houston: the need for

the Houston area and another 40 to 50

a professional company specializing in

projects per year in the Dallas area, with the

outdoor living. Rob said, “It was immediately

average project cost at $50,000.

popular. There wasn’t really anybody that
was doing it, actually designing, planning,

The Janak Project

and implementing a full-blown backyard

Many of Texas Custom Patios’ projects

living project. A professional company is

are full-blown backyard renovations or

what people were desiring.”

additions like the Janak Project. Originally,
the house had a flat concrete patio area

32

Texas Custom Patios was a one-man

with enough room for a grill and a small

operation in the beginning, with just Rob

sitting area, forcing the homeowners to

completing six or seven projects in the first

place their outdoor dining set in the grass.

year, averaging around $8,000. The demand

What the homeowners wanted was to be
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Texas Custom Patios
w w w . t e x a s c u s t o m pat i o s . c o m

Local HBA Affiliation:
Greater Houston BA
Featured Projects:
Janak, Skipping Stone &
Noblewood Crest Projects
Projects Location:
Houston Area
Owners:
Rob & Katherine Douglass,
Steven Schell
Dallas Partner: Bryan Jones

Featured Project

The Janak Project

“At Texas Custom Patios,
they focus on building
spaces that homeowners
will love and use, and what
makes Texas Custom Patios
truly unique as a builder is
that they focus solely on
outdoor living."

The vaulted ceiling and floor to ceiling

what they wanted and were looking for a

fireplace create quite a grand space, but

contractor who could execute their vision.”

a lot of work went into the details of the

With the homeowners’ vision in mind, they

Janak Project as well. “The columns have

designed a 600 square foot project with

stacked stone bases that complement the

ample space for a dining table, grilling

stone on the fireplace and kitchen fascia,

area, and seating area around a wood-

and the light travertine flooring is a perfect

burning fireplace. Surrounding the entire

balance for the dark stone on the column

space is a low wall with cast stone caps

bases,” Steven describes. They finished off

that can be used for seating as well. Low-

the 525 square foot space by surrounding it

voltage lighting is used to create a relaxed

with stained concrete stepping stones and

atmosphere, perfect for a night out by

black star gravel.

the fire. This space also includes a vaulted
ceiling to create room for the tall, tapered

Texas Custom Patios came in and, working
with the homeowners on the layout and
design, constructed a beautiful, full living
space in the backyard. “They went with a
contemporary craftsman style with clean

The Skipping Stone Project

fireplace, a unique feature of the space.

Another large project Texas Custom Patios
tackled recently was the Skipping Stone

According to Rob, “The key to the project

Project. “For this project,” Rob commented,

was the finishes, which included gently

“our homeowners knew almost exactly

curved corbels and rack bracing to match

straight lines in the columns and beams on
the ceiling,” Steven said. The space includes
an open concept living room, dining area
and a functional outdoor kitchen containing
a gas grill, a Big Green Egg, a fridge, storage
space, granite countertops and stainless
steel backsplash. The highlight of the space
is the wide, stacked stone veneer fireplace
with a reclaimed Hemlock mantle. They
also decided on a vaulted ceiling to open
up the space even more. To complete the
ceiling, the original second story windows
had to be replaced with smaller ones, but
it was a small obstacle to overcome to give
the space a dramatic and elegant flair.
The Skipping Stone Project
TexasBuilders.org
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the beams and columns, all finished in cedar.
The ceiling is a tongue and groove pine that
has been white-washed to contrast with the
darker beams.” They made the floor out of
a stone tile that complements the stone on
the fireplace, kitchen, and wall. The grilling
area also has a sink and plenty of counter
space for preparing and serving food.
They continued the look of the house,
which has a red brick exterior, by adding
in red brick in the base of the columns.
One obstacle they had to overcome in the
Skipping Stone Project was the installation
of the large beam running through the
The Skipping Stone Project

back of the fireplace, which was needed to
stabilize the fireplace and help support the
new, vaulted ceiling.

steel frame. This created a unique look and

In the corner of the outdoor room, they

was a practical application for a dining area,”

created an intimate nook using a stone knee

The Noblewood Crest Project

Katherine said. The freestanding structure

wall with cedar slats, which creates a small

Another specialty of Texas Custom Patios is

covers a space of about only 350 square feet,

privacy wall for a cozy seating area. Also

the creation of freestanding covers. For the

but with the project developers' design,

included in the space is a modern fireplace

Noblewood Crest Project, the homeowners

the homeowners received everything they

to keep the area warm and comfortable

wanted to replace an old wooden pergola

wanted in the space.

at night or during the cooler months. The

located out by their pool with a new,

homeowners’ old pergola provided little

contemporary structure. Texas Custom

The new outdoor living space has plenty

shade or functionality, but the new outdoor

Patios erected a unique cover that had 6x6

of room and everything the homeowners

living space provides a relaxing retreat that

powder coated steel posts, and they kept

need for entertaining with the custom made

can be enjoyed all year round.

the travertine flooring surrounding the pool

dining table and a split style kitchen with an

consistent through the space. “Due to the

abundance of counter space, a Fire Magic

The Janak, Skipping Stone and Noblewood

limitations on space, we added a built in

Diamond Echelon series 660 grill, two wine

Crest Projects are just a few examples of the

granite table with matching powder coated

fridges, storage space and an ice maker.

incredible outdoor living spaces that Texas
Custom Patios has designed and created.
They build everything from basic patio
covers to the most elaborate outdoor living
space. Rob tells his clients, “This is your
opportunity to create your favorite room
in the house.” At Texas Custom Patios, they
focus on building spaces that homeowners
will love and use, and what makes Texas
Custom Patios truly unique as a builder is
that they focus solely on outdoor living.
Katherine explains, “We are a remodeler
who is focused on outdoor living. We
won't come in and remodel your kitchen
or your bathroom. I think that makes us the
company to go to for your outdoor living
because we truly focus on and are experts

The Noblewood Crest Project
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in creating your outdoor living space.”

Advertorial

TIGHT AND RIGHT
VENTILATION STRATEGIES

3.

Damp-mop and wipe surfaces to reduce dust that
can contain pesticides, lead, and other toxins.

4.

Visually inspect where air enters the home,
removing stored chemicals, fertilizers, and
allergenic plants away from doors and
window areas.

5.

Identify high moisture locations,
reducing the potential for mold growth.

By Ken Nelson, Panasonic Eco solutions

What is the best
way to improve
indoor air quality in
an existing home?
There are many ways to improve our Indoor Air Quality
(IAQ). Air quality is usually negatively affected by three
things in our homes; Allergens, Chemicals, & Mold.
Source management, added ventilation, or air filtration
are a few key strategies to reduce or eliminate air
quality issues.
Source management is the least expensive means to
improve air quality in your home. Source management
simply means:
1.

More frequent home cleaning to reduce allergens.

2.

When cleaning, use less toxic cleaners.

Sometimes air quality issues will be part of your household
in which case adding ventilation is the next lowest cost
solution. Ventilation is bringing fresh air in and taking bad
air out. Adding mechanical ventilation can be as easy and
inexpensive as installing a continuous run bath fan.
Virtually every month I’ll get opportunities, at either a
home owner or contractors request, to inspect a home
intent on improving some aspect of IAQ.
Recently I was called to a home where the children were
having allergy issues. Specifically, allergies related to cat
dander. As the home owner is touring me through the
home- a very nice, clean and comfortable home- I see in
the mud room a cat box. When I ask whether they own
a cat, the answer was yes, but they keep it “in the back
of the house.”
Now, I certainly didn’t want to tell these fine people that
their beloved kitty needs to go. But the most obvious
and least expensive way for the kids to get relief from the

cat dander would be to remove the cat from the home
(source management). However I suggested that if the
cat is to stay, they replace the loud poorly functioning
fan in the mud room with a low speed, continuously
running fan. The continuous run fan will depressurize
the mud room drawing stagnant air from the rest of the
house past the cat area rather than allowing the cat area
air to be naturally distributed around the house.
This simple, continuous exhaust air strategy will create
an atmospheric pathway which will also reduce moisture
levels, airborne chemicals, dust, and other contaminants
throughout the house. There are fans today that are
super quiet and unbelievably energy efficient. The
WhisperGreen Select family of fans from Panasonic
in most cases will draw only 2.5 watts of energy at a
continuous run speed of 30 cfm with .10 inches water
column of static pressure (duct resistance). This translates
to less than $5.00 a year to run.
When all else fails you can try adding air filtration.
Unfortunately this is generally a more expensive solution
and not as simple as buying a filtered fan. Before
spending money on any filter solution I recommend
you consult with an HVAC/IAQ professional so they can
better assess exactly your needs, given your budget and
current air distribution system.
For more information as to how simple ventilation can be
calculated and employed in any home contact Ken at
Ken.Nelson@us.panasonic.com.

HOMEPAC

Throwing the
FUN in FUNdraising
By Susan Wright, HOMEPAC Chairman

HOMEPAC has had a great year
of fundraising so far, and we’re
just getting started. This year’s
events are guaranteed to be
fun and entertaining.
Our first fundraiser of the year was full of
laughs as it was hosted during the TAB
Winter board meetings at Esther’s Follies
located on historic 6th Street in downtown
Austin. Esther’s Follies is Austin’s answer
to SNL, entertaining with political satire,
sketches, magic and musical numbers.
More than 100 people attended the event,
raising thousands of dollars for HOMEPAC.
Thank you to Builder Agent Network
and StrucSure Home Warranty for being
Presenting Sponsors and to Cambria USA,
Bush/Rudnicki/Shelton and PrimeLending,
A PlainsCapital Company for helping with
the food and drinks.
Be sure to mark your calendars and make
plans to attend the annual HOMEPAC
FUNdango and Statewide Washers
Tournament during the Sunbelt Builders
Show™. Tickets can be purchased online at
SunbeltBuildersShow.com.
Members can practice their pitch before
FUNdango by joining up with a local HBA in
their washers tournaments. Some associations
36
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are adding crawfish boils, fish frys or chili
cook-offs to their washers tournaments which
will be sure to draw a crowd.
HBAs have been very creative in raising
funds for HOMEPAC over the years. Holding
events such as fish frys, golf tournaments
and clay shoots not only helps raise
funds, but brings people together for
an important cause. By contributing to
HOMEPAC, you and your association are
making a difference in the industry, in the
community and at the state level.
Fundraising doesn’t have to be mundane or
difficult. It can be an opportunity for people
to come together in advocating for critical
issues to the home building industry.  Even
if it’s just passing the hat at an association
meeting, every dollar counts. And don’t
forget to purchase a 2017 gold shovel lapel
pin from your local association. Purchasing
a pin will help your association reach its
annual HOMEPAC goal.
Thank you to those TAB members and
local HBAs across the state who continue
to support HOMEPAC year after year. No
matter what type of fun you put into
your local fundraising, be sure to keep
those donations coming so that we
can continue to support pro-housing
candidates and incumbents for state
offices. Our members are the reason
for our success, and your support will
make the difference for the future of our
industry and housing for Texas!

Susan Wright is the volunteer HOMEPAC Trustees
Chair, the political action committee for the Texas
Association of Builders. She is the owner of Susan
Wright & Associates, a real estate development
and community association consulting firm.
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Michael Turner
Classic Urban Homes

30 years of know-how
By Karen Knudsen

E

xperience. That’s what Michael
Turner brings to the construction
industry in Dallas, TX. Starting his
construction career in high school
as part of a construction trades
program, Michael Turner has spent over
30 years becoming an expert in the home
building industry. He graduated from high
school in 1985, went straight to work for
a custom builder, and never looked back,
eager to begin his career. He has worked
for three different custom builders over the
years and owned his own tile contracting
business for eight years during that time
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before starting Classic Urban Homes in
2005. Along with his wife, Jane, an interior
designer with over 30 years of experience
who is also the company bookkeeper and
office manager, Michael oversees the dayto-day operations onsite as the sole general
contractor of Classic Urban Homes.
Michael holds many NAHB certifications
including Certified Graduate Builder (CGB),
Graduate Master Builder (GMB), Certified
Aging-in-Place Specialist (CAPS), Certified
Green Professional (CGP), and Master
Certified Green Professional (MCGP). Classic

Urban Homes is a member of Green Built
North Texas and the U.S. Green Building
Council. Michael is proud to be the Dallas
Builders Association Custom Builder of the
Year for the past three years. He currently
serves as President of the Dallas Builders
Association (Dallas BA), after being on the
board for several years. In addition to this,
he also sits on various Texas Association of
Builders (TAB) committees. Classic Urban
Homes has been a D Magazine Best Builder
for the past seven years and has won many
awards for its homes, including numerous
Dallas BA ARC Awards and the award for

Builder Profile

Dallas Builders Association’s Best New
Home for several years.
Not only does Michael stay active within
his local and state associations, he stays
active in the community as well. Last year,
in partnership with the Dallas BA and
Operation FINALLY HOME, Classic Urban
Homes built a mortgage-free home for a
wounded U.S. Army veteran, his wife, and
their five daughters. Michael and Jane are
happy to have worked with the community
on providing this home for a deserving
veteran. “It was a fun project,” Michael said.

The home, located in Oak Point, TX, has
four bedrooms, large kitchen and living
areas, and, most importantly, will provide
the family with a safe, secure, and stable
place in which to live. Having been in the
construction business for more than 30
years, Michael takes great stock in giving
back to the building industry and the
community. “Finding different ways to
volunteer within your local association is
something that I think is important, and it’s
something that we take pride in.” When he’s
not working, volunteering, or participating
in associations, Michael and Jane spend
time with their family. “We have three
grown children and a 13-year-old who is
very active in baseball, so pretty much all of
our free time is spent at the baseball field.”
Within the Dallas construction industry,
Michael has built up a reputation. Right now,
about 50 percent of the custom homes that
he builds come from referrals from previous
clients or their friends. Michael attributes
this to his hands-on approach. “I visit every
jobsite every day and am the main line of
communication with the homeowners and
subcontractors,” he said. His clients know
who they will be working with during every
step of the home building process. Michael
added, “They get me. I don’t hand them off

to a project manager or somebody else.
The same guy that they sign a contract with
is the same guy that is their main source
of communication.”
Classic Urban Homes completes around four
to six homes per year. Michael said, “I would
consider us kind of like a boutique builder.”
Michael enjoys this scale for his business. He
shares, “We did kind of grow this past year. At
one point in time, we did have a couple of
project managers. My experience with that
was that I was missing the hands-on, day-today interaction with the subcontractors and
suppliers.” Working with his subcontractors,
suppliers, and clients is the most important
aspect for Michael and the success of his
business. “I think it’s important to stick to
your roots, stick to what you know and what
you’re best at, and try not to be everything
to everybody.” For Michael, interacting
and working with everyone involved in
the building process to create a custom
home that is right for the client is what he
knows best.
The style of Classic Urban Homes is
modern or contemporary. Their homes
are considered uncluttered and refreshing,
typically with smooth, clean lines. They are
well known for this modern style. “We were
TexasBuilders.org
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building that style about 10 years ago,”
Michael said, “and it’s become a lot more
popular in the last three years or so.” Michael
believes that their experience with this style
sets them aside from other builders. “We are
not new to this style, and we are definitely
a little more experienced with this type of
construction.” Though Classic Urban Homes
is known for this style, they always listen to
what the homeowners are looking for in
their custom-built home. The homeowners
are the most important part of the process,
and working with them is Michael’s favorite
aspect of the business. “What I enjoy the
most is the client interaction. Taking what
dreams or ideas that they come up with
and turning those into a real, live house.”
At Classic Urban Homes, the motto is
“Building for the way people really live™.”
Classic Urban Homes creates homes that
are not only modern and sleek, but that
are designed with the functionality of the
space in mind. A lot of focus goes into
the kitchen design and layout. “We do a
lot of the open concept living where the
kitchen opens up to the dining and family
rooms. That space is always the first thing
you see when you walk into a modern or
transitional style home,” Michael said. The
kitchen and bath areas are still the biggest
sellers of a house, and Michael tries to find
ways to make those areas unique. “We put
plenty of countertop space in the kitchen,
of course. We do a lot of high-end appliance
packages. For the kitchen cabinetry, we
install more drawers than doors to make
things more easily accessible.” Michael talks
about some of the other kitchen features
they like to create in their custom homes:
“Open pantry concepts are something that
we do. Prep kitchens are popular as well.
They are great for entertaining.”
Michael uses his green building
certifications to build custom homes that
are energy efficient. A lot of consideration
goes into the green features that will be
included in the home. “We put energy
efficient features in the home that will
40
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have a three- to no more than a five-year
payback.” Michael discusses the various
features they consider when building a
home that provide this type of payback:
“We consider the type of insulation and
windows being used. We will use a thermal
barrier or a foam exterior sheathing on a
home. We do a lot of TPO roofs that have
an insulation system underneath them.” In
addition to these features, Classic Urban
Homes includes appliances and fixtures
that also help save on utility costs. “We
pretty much use 100 percent LED lighting
now and typically install all ENERGY STAR
rated appliances. We also install low water
usage commodes, faucets, and fixtures.”
Michael considers using these components
in his custom homes a “practical approach
to green building,” avoiding the “green
bling” but delivering a home that will save
the homeowners money over time.

I’ve been both a subcontractor as well
as a builder, so it gives me a perspective
from both sides of the fence, so to speak.
I do take a lot of education and continuing
education classes through the Dallas BA. I
like to stay current on trends, technology
and construction techniques.”

Classic Urban Homes primarily builds
“inside the loop” of Dallas, or south of the
Lyndon B. Johnson Freeway, in a teardown
and rebuild market. As a builder in one
of the biggest home building markets in
America, Michael uses his many years of
experience and education to set himself
aside from the rest. He said, “I think
what makes our company unique is the
experience I have in all facets of the trade.

Michael’s advice for other builders is to get
involved in your local builders association.
“It’s great for education and networking.
One thing about our profession, with
the lack of licensing, is that it can be
very fragmented. It seems that everyone
does things a little differently. I think it’s
important to be a part of an association
that allows for a little bit of continuity, and
really, the networking is invaluable.”

Michael uses his membership with the Dallas
BA and TAB to help him keep up-to-date
on the current trends in the construction
industry. He shares how being a member
of TAB benefits him and his business: “One
of the benefits of being a member of TAB
is being on the inside of what’s going on
at the state level. It’s also good to network
with other builders around the state to see
their different building techniques, what
their markets are like, or what their different
experiences are both with homeowners and
within their trades.”

Lonestar Newsmakers

HomeAid and Lennar/Village Builders Break
Ground for Cottage at Boys And Girls Country

Stay in the Know;
Subscribe to TAB’s
YouTube Channel
Through its dedication to its
membership, the Texas Association
of Builders (TAB) has established a
YouTube channel to keep members
current on legislative issues and
association business.
PHOTO: (L-R) Bette Moser, HomeAid Houston; Elaine Petranek, Boys and Girls Country; Tom Brown, Hamill Foundation;
Marco Cordon, Lennar/Village Builders; Cindy Hinson, Lennar/Villages Builders; Salty Thomason, HomeAid; Jeff Adams,
Lennar/Village Builders; Casey Morgan, GHBA; Bo Butler; GHBA and Lou Palma, Boys and Girls Country.

March 8, 2017 – Under the sleepy gaze of a small herd

construction. “Our partnership with HomeAid Houston

of cattle grazing just yards away, nearly 80 guests

allows us to help provide a beautiful place to call home

gathered for the recent groundbreaking of the Hamill

for some very deserving kids," said Marco Cordon.

Cottage, a new 8100 sq. ft. home on the campus at

"We are honored to be able provide our services and

Boys and Girls Country campus in Hockley, Texas.

experience on this ambitious project."

TAB Executive Director Scott Norman
and your Government Relations team
are proud to provide valuable video
updates throughout the 85th Texas
Legislative Session. The Texas Builder
Reports highlight important and
timely legislative matters affecting
residential home building in Texas.

HomeAid Houston and Lennar/Village Builders are
partners in the construction that will soon house eight

Boys and Girls Country was established in 1971 as a

children and their "teaching parents." The cottage will

501(c)(3) not-for-profit charity whose mission is to

provide a safe, nurturing environment for children

change the lives of children from families in crisis

from families in crisis. The Hamill Cottage is the second

by loving and nurturing them in a Christian home

of 11 cottages being planned for construction that will

environment, raising them to become self-sustaining

update the166-acre campus.

and contributing adults. Children are from the greater
Houston area, which includes 13 counties. Located 35

On hand for the groundbreaking from Boys and Girls

miles northwest of Houston, Boys and Girls Country has

Country were Lou Palma, executive director; Tom

the capacity to serve 48 boys and 40 girls, ages 5-18, for

Brown, Hamill Foundation; Mike Gatewood, chairman

a total of 88 children at any one time.

of Boys and Girls Country Endowment Board; Elaine
Petranek, director of planned giving; Quintes Stark,

"The two most necessary, effective, intimate and

director of operations; guest speakers, Robert and

important things we provide our kids are Christian

Deven, two Boys and Girls Country students; and the

families and a Christian home," said Lou Palma.

Hamill Cottage family of 9 that included children and

"Today's groundbreaking marks the first step in this

their teaching parents, as well as dozens of staff and

amazing journey."

students. From Lennar/Village Builders were Marco
Cordon, director of construction; Cindy Hinson,

HomeAid Houston builds transformation housing

director of community affairs and a HomeAid board

for the homeless. HomeAid was started in 2003, and

member; and Jeff Adams, area construction manager.

the first shelter was dedicated in 2005. Since then, 42

From HomeAid were Salty Thomason, president; Bette

projects have been completed, adding over 437 beds

Moser, executive director; and several board members

and 12.6 million dollars in real estate construction and

and staff. From the GHBA were Bo Butler, president and

improvements to Houston’s homeless community.

Casey Morgan, CEO.

Annually, HomeAid's projects serve over 5,000 homeless
men, women, children and veterans in Houston.

“We are pleased to provide these
video updates to our membership,”
said Norman. “The Texas Builder
Report is a quick two-minute recap
of the happenings at the Capitol and
what the Government Relations team
is doing on your behalf.”
In addition, the channel will
showcase the association’s yearly
Texas Housing Hall of Honor
inductees videos, Star Awards
presentations, the Sunbelt Builders
Show™ and member programs and
services, to name a few.
We invite you to subscribe to the
Texas Association of Builders YouTube
channel by visiting Youtube.com
and typing in Texas Builders in the
search bar. Once you see the blue
and white star icon, click subscribe.
TAB needs 100 subscribers to qualify
for a custom YouTube Channel name
(YouTube/TexasBuilders). Go online
now and subscribe!

Lennar/Village Builders has already taken the first
steps in developing a long list of GHBA members who

For more information on HomeAid Houston, visit

are donating materials and services for the cottage

www.homeaidhouston.org or call (281) 970-8970.
TexasBuilders.org
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Advertorial

Troy Aikman Stars in New Television
Commercials for Acme Brick Company.
Fort Worth, TX - Troy Aikman, former Dallas Cowboy
quarterback and winning quarterback in three Super Bowls, is
starring in a series of new commercials for Acme Brick Company.
The relationship between Aikman and Acme Brick began in the
early 1990’s.
The new television campaign will begin in July and air across
Acme’s 14 state footprint in markets including D/FW, Houston,
and San Antonio and will continue through 2016. In the first
commercial, Troy decides to take the beauty and durability of
Acme Brick to the next (inside) level and has a house full of
furnishings crafted of Acme brick. A second commercial is
planned for release in 2017.
“Our relationship with Troy is great because we have a shared
belief in quality and dependability. Troy brings the same
professionalism to his role as Acme spokesperson that he did to
his role as the Dallas Cowboys quarterback. We couldn’t ask for a
better person to represent Acme Brick,” said Britt Stokes, Acme’s
Director of Marketing.
Acme Brick Company, the largest U.S. brick company, is a
member of the Berkshire Hathaway family of companies headed
by famed investor Warren Buffett. Acme was established on
April 17, 1891.
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