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President’s Commentary

Family Vacation with Industry Education

Robert Wood

I

t’s hard to believe summer is already
here and Sunbelt is fast approaching.
Personally, I always look forward to
this event as a great way to network,
discover the latest trends, and show off my
skills at washer pitching at the FUNdango
tournament. Even if you didn’t advance
from your local association’s washers
contest, there is still an opportunity to buy
your way in and compete.
Everyone is excited for our opening
speaker, Robert Van Winkle, more widely
recognized as the rapper Vanilla Ice and
star of the DIY Network show, “The Vanilla
Ice Project.” The native Texan will be giving
us the welcoming words to open the
show, sing a few of his top songs and will
then be down on the show floor to mingle
with everyone. So, be sure to look for him
and say hello.
The Builders’ Bash on Wednesday is hosted
by the Young Professionals Council and
the proceeds for the event are going to
our very own Texas Builders Foundation,
with The Bellamy Brothers headlining. It’s
going to be a night full of fun and great
music and I’d like to thank the YP Council
for picking the Texas Builders Foundation as
their charity again this year. We have several
educational seminars going on throughout
the two-day event and an amazing variety
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of vendors with new products that are
being highlighted. For an old builder like
myself, I use Sunbelt as a way to bring fresh
ideas into my business and keep up with
current trends. I can bounce ideas off of
those that aren’t the same people I work
with on a daily basis in Lubbock and I can
receive a fresh look at the housing industry.
As a young professional new to this event,
Sunbelt is an excellent way to not only see
the new ideas going on in the industry,
but also to participate in those seminars
that include sessions on how to run your
business, the finances of your business,
and more. Sunbelt is perfect for a vacation
with education!
Speaking of vacation, Sunbelt is meant to
be a family affair. This year we are bringing
it back to the Gaylord Texan in Grapevine.
Both the Gaylord Texan and the City of
Grapevine are filled with family-oriented
activities for kids and significant others
to enjoy while you are going through the
show floor or sitting in a seminar. We also
have planned plenty of free time for you to
join your family for some down time at the
pool, and this could be a great opportunity
for you to meet other builder families and
connect with them.
The month of May was a good month for
retention in our membership both at the
state and local levels. We were really proud of
the numbers we were able to retain in May
and a number of local chapters reported
high retention numbers. Going into the
summer, those are incredibly important as
these warmer months are typically where
we will see a dip in membership. I want to
again praise those local chapters that have
done an exceptional job at keeping their
members engaged through various events.
Their hard work only increases awareness
for our industry, and we would not be
the force we are without their dedication.
In September we will hold a statewide
member drive, so be ready for some friendly
competition between local HBAs for even
higher membership numbers.

2019 TAB Senior Officers
President
Robert Wood, Custom Homes by Robert Wood
Lubbock, Texas
First Vice President
Randy Bowling, Tropicana Homes
El Paso, Texas
Vice President/Secretary
Michael Biggerstaff, Biggerstaff Homes, Inc.
San Angelo, Texas
Treasurer
Brett Martin, Tilson Home Corporation
Houston, Texas
Immediate Past President
Justin MacDonald, MacDonald Companies, Inc.
Kerrville, Texas

Finally, on a somber note, I wish to
acknowledge the untimely passing of
one of our own, Dan Markson. Dan was
a member of the Greater San Antonio
Builders Association, as well as the
co-founder and Executive Vice President of
Development of The NRP Group. He served
on numerous committees including the
Federal Government Affairs and Housing
Finance Committees of the NAHB, TAB
Multifamily Council, NAHB Housing
Credit Group, NAHB Multifamily Finance
Sub-Committee, and was a director and
president of the Texas Association of
Affordable Housing Providers.
Dan also served as the national director of
the National Association of Home Builders
for the Greater San Antonio Builders
Association and state director of the Texas
Association of Builders. Last year he was
featured in the March/April edition of Texas
Builder as the feature project for his Star
Award-winning Flats at Big Tex project.
I want to personally extend my heartfelt
sympathy and prayers to Dan’s young son,
as well as those who were close to him and
worked with him. He was a stellar member
of the industry and his community, and
will be sorely missed.

Executive Director’s Message

A Quick Take on a Lot of Happenings
Come dressed for a tropical setting and,
yes, there will be a prize for best costume.
The FUNdango will also host the 6th Annual
Statewide Washers Championship. If you were
not a winner of your local HBA’s tournament,
you can still play in the buy-in tourney. This
is one of our most popular yearly events and
a great fundraiser for our PAC. The photos
of our costumed players may generate the
most likes and shares we’ve seen to date on
social media!

M. Scott Norman, Jr.

A

s I write this column, the Regular
Session of the 86th Texas Legislature
adjourns sine die in eight days on May
27. Government Relations Committee Chair Susan Wright’s column on page 16
brings you a little insight on where we stand
with one week left in the session. A lot will
happen in that time period, and although we
will keep you updated weekly through TAB’s
e-newsletter Legislative Line, we will provide
you with a comprehensive session recap in the
next issue of Texas Builder Magazine.
In addition to monitoring more than 1,500
pieces of legislation over the past few months,
your TAB staff has been hard at work planning
one of our biggest events of the year. The
19th Annual Sunbelt Builders Show™ and
Conference will be held August 6 – 9 at the
Gaylord Texan in Grapevine. Committee
meetings will be held throughout the four
days of the conference, and the trade show
will be held on Wednesday, August 7 and
Thursday, August 8. Education sessions and live
demonstrations will take place on the show
floor, and we are looking forward to seeing
and learning about the residential construction
industry’s latest products and services.
The HOMEPAC FUNdango, a luau-themed
party, will be held on Tuesday, August 6th.
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The governance of our association is also an
important component of the week’s activities,
so please plan to attend the committee
meetings that will be held each morning
throughout the week and conclude with
the board of directors meeting on Friday.
It is important that the TAB staff receives
direction from the membership so that we
can continue to ensure that the association
is providing you with what you need to keep
your business moving forward and to ensure
that our industry remains an economic driver
while providing housing as affordably as
possible to the residents of Texas.
This year’s opening and general keynote
sessions will be like no other in Sunbelt
history. Wednesday’s opening session
speaker is Robert Van Winkle aka Vanilla
Ice. In addition to being known as a rap
superstar, Ice is a remodeler whose show
“The Vanilla Ice Project” is in its ninth season
on the DIY Network. He’s also a native Texan
who attended R.L. Turner High School in
Carrollton before moving to Florida.
Thursday’s keynote session will feature two
speakers whose topics relate to the future
of our industry. Larry Haines, is the founder
of Sunconomy, a company that produces
3D-printed homes. As an alternative to the
traditional sticks and bricks-built homes, it
will be interesting to learn about this new
building concept and how 3D-printed
components might be used in conventional
home construction in the future. Our second

presenter, NAHB’s Senior Vice President and
Chief Economist Robert Dietz will share with us
the latest economic housing news and trends.
The Builders’ Bash, hosted by the Young
Professionals Council and benefiting the Texas
Builders Foundation, will be held Wednesday
night. Headlining the event will be The Bellamy
Brothers. Howard and David have long been
entertaining fans with their unique brand of
music and are celebrating 40 years of success.
The opening act is Lee Mathis and the Brutally
Handsome. On the scene for only a few years,
longtime friends Lee Mathis and Philip Griffith
have been showing up at venues across East
Texas spreading the gospel of good, oldschool, honky-tonk music. This will be a night
to remember that will benefit a great cause!
The prestigious Star Awards will be presented
on Thursday night. A record number of
entries were received this year, and the
ceremony will showcase the outstanding
work of homebuilders, remodelers,
architects, designers, sales and marketing
professionals, and industry leaders. It remains
the only statewide tribute to excellence in
the homebuilding industry. Don’t miss this
opportunity to see the best of the best in
Texas residential development, construction,
remodeling and sales and marketing.
I hope that you have a great summer, and that
your end-of-summer plans include attending
the Sunbelt Builders Show™ and Conference.
Network with industry professionals from
across the state, reconnect with old friends
and develop new relationships. This is your
one-stop, under one roof, all-inclusive
opportunity to experience the best in
residential construction – from the exhibits
and activities on the trade show floor to the
networking events – take advantage of this
time to meet with your peers while doing
business in a relaxed atmosphere.
I look forward to seeing all of you in August
in Grapevine.

Feature

A m e r i c a’ s
F ro n t

P o rc h

Travels to SXSW and the Skill-Up Festival
Lorraine Urey, Texas Association of Builders Director of Member Services
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Feature

This is Part 2 in a series,
“America’s Front Porch.”
Please see the January/
February 2019 issue of
Texas Builder Magazine
for Part 1.
America’s Front Porch made its second stop
on a 50-state tour at SXSW on March 10 – 11.
(South by Southwest is an annual conference held in Austin, Texas that draws up to
200,000 people from around the world over
a two-week period.) After its introduction in
Watford, North Dakota in October 2018, the
Texas Association of Builders (TAB) and the
Texas Builders Foundation were honored to
be asked to continue to bring the message of
the front porch to Austin and SXSW attendees
from around the world.
America’s Front Porch invites people from all
walks of life to sit together – to talk and listen
to one another as neighbors. As part of The
Promiseland Project, whose mission is to end
the current destructive and divisive culture
in America and in its place create and build a
purpose-driven, inclusive culture of “us” as in
USA, the porch symbolizes community.
One of the primary principles of The Promiseland Project is to bring dignity to all types of
work, and we can do this by metaphorically
walking in each other’s shoes to better understand and appreciate each other by sharing
our stories. The project also aims to inspire conversations on how we can build a powerful,
evolving and skilled workforce that will lead
our country into the future. To demonstrate this
concept, The Promiseland Project presented a
two-day Skill-Up Festival featuring America’s
Front Porch at SXSW.
TexasBuilders.org
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The Promiseland Project partnered with

State University’s Construction Student Associ-

Austin Community College (ACC) to create

ation drove from San Marcos to Austin to help

the Skill-Up Festival that showcased and

assemble the porch. Texas Association of Builders

celebrated the skilled careers and workforce

staff J.D. Hale and I and HBA of Greater Austin

that are necessary to fuel our economy. The

staff Holly Davis and David Glenn were also on

event was free and open to the public and

hand to assist with the build.

included live demonstrations from a wide
range of career opportunities and areas of

This was a great opportunity for the Texas

study available at career and technical training

State University students to learn from and

technical education after high school and into

institutions and community colleges across

work alongside seasoned builders. This is what

a well-paying job in two years or less.

the state of Texas. ACC’s Building Construction

the Skill-Up Festival was about – encouraging

Technology program was a part of the festival

individuals to consider a professional career

Hands-on training makes an impact in the

and offers this training.

path that doesn’t require a four-year college

classroom. In 2017, The Texas Administrators

degree, but instead requires earning a cer-

of Continuing Education (TACE) reported that

tificate or license in the construction trades.

81 percent of dropouts say relevant, real-world

America’s Front Porch had been stored in the San

learning opportunities would have kept them

Angelo, Texas area. HBA of San Angelo members
Michael Biggerstaff (Biggerstaff Custom Homes,

Our partnership with The Promiseland Project

in high school. Students in career and technical

Inc. and NuHome Constructors LLC) and Adrian

gives TAB another forum from which to tell our

training programs are more engaged, perform

Balderas (A.B. Builders LLC), and Chris Clements

story: that the residential construction industry

better and graduate at higher rates, because

(Lowe’s) drove the trailer to Austin on Saturday,

is a professional and well-paying career choice.

they can pursue their individual interests and

March 9. They were met by HBA of Greater Austin

It is estimated that only 40 percent of all col-

secure a meaningful high school diploma, an

members Kirby Walls and his team (Kirby Walls

lege students complete their four-year degree

industry certification or license and even an

Custom Builders), Adam Mosier (Austin Modern

plans. That leaves 60 percent of high school

associate degree in a short period of time and

Properties), and Felicia Foster (Barron Custom

graduates without a clear career path – one

with little to no student debt.

Design). Additionally, eight students from Texas

that could have led them to vocational and
TAB members and local home builders associ-

One of the primary principles of The Promiseland Project is to bring dignity to
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ations are at work across the state to provide
assistance to their school districts to ensure

all types of work, and we can do this by metaphorically walking in each other’s

the future of the building industry workforce,

shoes to better understand and appreciate each other by sharing our stories.

wide having the opportunity to choose the
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and TAB supports the goal of students state-

Feature

the porch and to ensure that it was properly
loaded into its trailer. Heart of Texas BA member
Steve Sorrells (Sorrells & Company) brought his
team – Jake Brunton, Zap Apperson and Robert
Anderson – from Waco to assist in taking down
the porch. Once it was loaded, the trailer was
driven to its new, secure home at GSD&M advertising agency where it will live until the next
Promiseland Project adventure in Farmersville,
Louisiana (date to be determined).
If you are interested in being a part of the
next chapter in America’s Front Porch,
please contact me at (512) 476-6346 or
lorraine@texasbuilders.org.

business and industry endorsement in high

not just those that require a four-year college

school, allowing them access to training in

degree – are important, worthy of respect, and

the construction field.

that anyone who works hard in their chosen
profession can succeed. Do what you love,

On the first day of the Skill-Up Festival, Roy

and success will follow.

Spence, founder of The Promiseland Project,
ACC President Dr. Richard Rhodes, Austin

After the festival, HBA of San Angelo mem-

Mayor Steve Adler and State Representative

bers Mike Biggerstaff and Chad Decker (Decker

Donna Howard addressed the crowd from

Custom Homes and NuHome Constructors LLC)

the porch and had the opportunity to visit

came to Austin to oversee the disassembly of

the various booths that showcased what
Austin Community College has to offer with
regard to career and technical training. In his
remarks, Spence highlighted the need for
skilled construction workers, and recognized
the Texas Association of Builders and the Texas
Builders Foundation for their commitment
to The Promiseland Project and for lending
America’s Front Porch to the project.
Over 1,400 people attended the Skill-Up Festival and visited America’s Front Porch over
the two-day event, including Texas Workforce
Commission Chair Ruth Hughs. Several bands
consisting of ACC students provided music,
using the porch as their stage. The festival
wrapped up with remarks from Roy’s daughter,
Courtney Spence, who reiterated a tenet of
The Promisedland Project that all careers –

TexasBuilders.org
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Government Relations

Susan Wright
Government Relations
Committee Chair

THE END
Susan Wright, Government Relations Committee Chair

A

s this is being written, the Texas Legislative Session is in its

that authority is exercised (theoretically possible, but unlikely), it may

final stages. Your TAB government relations team tracked over

override any vetoed line-items by a two-thirds majority vote in each

1,500 bills this session and logged countless late nights and

house. After the appropriations bill is certified by the comptroller and

long hours working on your behalf to protect the interests of

signed by the governor, the bill guides spending over the next two

the homebuilding industry.

years, beginning on September 1 of odd-numbered years. Although
the budget is not recorded in Texas statutes or codes, it has the force

As the session winds down, the focus of the state shifts to the Governor’s

of law. Agencies are bound by it, and their compliance is monitored by

Mansion. Upon receiving a bill, the governor has 10 days in which to

the Legislative Budget Board (LBB) and the State Auditors Office. But

sign the bill, veto it, or allow it to become law without a signature. If

there is wiggle room—the governor and the LBB acting together are

the governor vetoes the bill and the legislature is still in session, the

empowered with “budget execution authority,” allowing them to shift

bill is returned to the house in which it originated with an explanation

funds between agency programs, or even between agencies, if the

of the governor’s objections. A two-thirds majority in each house

need arises during the period when the legislature is not in session.

is required to override the veto. If the governor neither vetoes nor
signs the bill within 10 days, the bill becomes law. If a bill is sent to

As another legislative session comes to an end, some people would

the governor within 10 days of final adjournment, the governor has

begin to think we are “safe” for another eighteen months. However,

until 20 days after final adjournment to sign the bill, veto it, or allow

most of the large-scale, important issues take several sessions and

it to become law without a signature.

interims (between sessions). Those problems begin to be hashed out for
possible consideration during the next session. Your TAB government

It is easy to get caught up in the passage or death of legislation, but

relations team will continue meeting with state agencies, legislators,

the important thing to remember is the only constitutionally mandated

legislative staff and other interested parties to ensure your interests

bill that must pass is the budget (appropriations bill). If the appropri-

are represented in Austin. This role is critical as legislation begins to

ations bill is passed by both houses, it is sent to the state comptroller,

be enacted and implemented by various entities across the state. I

Glenn Hegar, for certification. The Texas Constitution requires the

would encourage everyone to attend the Sunbelt Builders Show™ in

comptroller to certify that there will be sufficient revenue to cover

August, where we will have our post-session Government Relations

the appropriations made by the legislature. If not, then cuts need to

Committee meeting where you will hear a legislative session report

be made. If the appropriations bill is certified by the comptroller, it

and learn about the issues that are on the horizon for the interim.

goes to the governor for signing. The Texas Constitution gives the
governor line-item veto authority—the authority to veto individual
items in the appropriations bill. If the legislature is still in session when
16
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Susan Wright is the volunteer Government Relations Committee chair. She
is the owner of Susan Wright & Associates, a real estate development and
community association consulting firm.

Speaking Out
and urban and rural delivery models to
provide better services for clients that are
low-income, or have physical challenges
or mental illness. Doing so diminishes
the unfortunate pipeline that transports
many individuals with mental illnesses
along the path to prison and county jails.
All these systems under the jurisdiction
of a county are connected. The County
Affairs Committee ensures that the
government
operates
transparently
with those dollars and manages local
government debt effectively.

Garnet F. Coleman
State Representative for District 147
Since you’ve been elected to the House
in 1991, you’ve been a champion for
your district, economic opportunity and
education. What initially inspired you to
become involved with public service?
Throughout my life, I have been surrounded
by dedicated leaders - whether it be
my parents or lawmakers like the late
Congressman Mickey Leland. To be able
to serve people by improving their access
to healthcare or raising awareness and destigmatizing the reality of mental health is
an honor and has given me the opportunity
to grow personally. We all pursue different
careers to help people and I am lucky to
have found a role to serve my community
through the use of my skills.
Congratulations on being re-appointed
as chairman to the House Committee on
County Affairs. Can you please describe
to our readers the vast and varied
responsibilities of this committee?
Thank you. Serving as chair of County
Affairs since 2009 is an honor. The needs
and resources of each of Texas’ 254 counties
are as diverse as the landscape. The County
Affairs Committee seeks to streamline and
strengthen county indigent care services
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Since there are a variety of issues
that are within the jurisdiction of the
County Affairs Committee, are there any
particular issues in their purview that you
are most passionate about?
Hurricane Harvey showed us that as
Texans living in a state regularly affected
by natural events, we need to re-evaluate
our emergency response and recovery.
Local entities play a huge role in how state
funds are dispersed to address the pressing
needs of our communities. Another issue
that I am incredibly passionate about
are jail standards, especially the effect of
overpopulation. Effective and accountable
pretrial release and diversion programs can
ensure that certain nonviolent offenders
are brought to justice while reducing their
population in county jails. I have always
been outspoken about the struggles of
mental health, and in County Affairs we
have studied the importance of instilling
behavioral health care in schools. What
is important to note is the intersection
between mental health and jail standards.
Over the years, we have become aware of
the unfortunate pipeline that transports
many individuals with mental illnesses along
the path to prison and county jails. County
Affairs strives to find solutions that ensure
these systems help people, not hurt them.
Healthcare issues are of particular
importance to you and the committee
on County Affairs. What are some key
issues related to healthcare that are at
play this session?

This session in County Affairs, we have been
addressing Local Provider Participation
Funds (LPPFs). LPPFs allow counties without
a hospital district to collect fees from local
hospitals that are distributed in a new fund
that is then used to collect a federal match
through the 1115 Transformation Waiver’s
Uncompensated Care funding stream.
The counties can use this money to help
provide care to indigent Texans in those
counties. Funding solutions like these helps
keep counties and hospitals whole until we
find more answers to our uncompensated
care challenges.
Achieving affordable access to quality
healthcare—mental
health
care
in
particular—has always been a priority of
mine. As a member of President Obama’s
Working Group of State Legislators for Health
Reform, I was a key player in drafting the
Affordable Care Act and I continue to fight
for Texans’ ability to have access to affordable
health care services. This session, I filed
HB 565, which would expand Medicaid to
cover Texans that fall under the healthcare
coverage gap — those who don’t qualify for
Medicaid and don’t earn enough to qualify for
assistance through the Affordable Care Act.
The bill would also codify patient protections
from the Affordable Care Act into Texas law.
Other healthcare issues at play this session
include increasing access to Maternal
Mortality and Morbidity prevention
programs, addressing the opioid crisis,
reimbursement rates for Medicaid coverage,
and stemming rural hospital closures. Some
healthcare bills I’ve filed include expanding
healthcare coverage for eating disorders,
raising the legal limit of purchasing the
cough syrup drug Dextromethorphan to
18, and allowing counties to start disease
control programs in response to the HIV
and opioid epidemics.
Are there any issues that you would like to
see the County Affairs Committee take up
in the future?
In the future, I plan to address criminal
justice reform, healthcare accessibility

Speaking Out
Biography
Garnet F. Coleman
State Representative for District 147
Garnet F. Coleman has served the people
of District 147 in the Texas House of
Representatives continuously since 1991.
Throughout his years of service, Representative
Coleman has earned a reputation as a diligent
leader in the areas of health care, economic
development and education. He is currently
the senior ranking member of the Public
Health Committee as well as the chairman of
the County Affairs Committee. Representative
Coleman also served as a member of the
House Select Committee for Mental Health
during the 84th Legislative Session and
is currently serving on the House Select
Committee on Opioid and Substance Abuse.
For many years, Representative Coleman has
been deeply committed to expanding access
to health care for all Texans. To further this
goal, he served as a member of President
Obama’s State Legislators for Health
Reform, which is a working group of 32
state legislators dedicated to advancing the
need for health reform in their communities.
Representative Coleman’s legislative efforts
have been recognized in numerous ways.
On two occasions, he was named to the
prestigious Texas Monthly Ten Best Legislators
List and in 2005 he received the Eli Lilly
Reintegration Award for his efforts to increase
services and decrease the stigma associated
with mental illness. He has also been
awarded the American Psychiatric Association
Jacob R. Javits Public Service Award.
Raised in Houston, Representative Coleman
attended Howard University in Washington,
D.C. and graduated cum laude from the
University of St. Thomas with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in 1990. He also completed the
prestigious Harvard University Senior Executive
Program for State and Local Government.
Representative Coleman and his wife,
Angelique, reside in Houston’s University
Oaks neighborhood. They have two children,
Austin and Evan.

for indigent Texans, and infrastructure and
housing to increase affordable housing in
Texas. This will help Texas grow by addressing
critical infrastructure needs, as there is a severe
affordable housing shortage in the state.
You have always been a great friend of the
homebuilding industry and our members
appreciate the opportunity to work with you.
The Texas housing economy is leading the
nation in the areas of production, affordability
and job creation. What do you think should
be done at the state level to help ensure that
Texas sustains this status in the future?
I enjoy working with the Texas Association of
Builders to keep homeownership within reach
for middle income families who don’t qualify
for affordable housing but still want to own a
house. For Texas to remain the leader in areas of
production, affordability, and job creation, we must
invest in affordable housing. Affordability allows
people to establish their roots and stay within their
communities. Texas will continue to grow and
create jobs and we must parallel that growth by
providing all Texans - old and new - with safe and
affordable places to live with their families.
Your district, House District 147, was one
of the areas that was most affected by
flooding during Hurricane Harvey. How can
disaster recovery efforts be improved in Texas
generally and in your district specifically?
Disaster
recovery
efforts,
immediate
emergency
response
activities,
and
infrastructure planning must be organized,
funded and coordinated by the state. County
Affairs has been looking into any deficiencies
that prevent these services from being
effectively administered. But it is also important
to examine the relationship between the state,
counties, non-governmental organizations
and churches in preparing for and responding
to natural events, like Hurricane Harvey and
its aftermath, and determine if preparedness
plans are adequate. Counties can be improved
to have the necessary ordinance-making and
enforcement authority to deal with flood risk
in unincorporated rural and suburban areas
of Texas. If counties are better equipped with
adequate resources and authority, then new

development in unincorporated areas will not
be as susceptible to flooding.
Specifically, for my constituents and for Texas,
I have passed HB 993 through the House this
session which requires landlords to notify
prospective renters that the property may be
susceptible to flooding and that flood insurance
should be an option they consider. Before Harvey,
so many families were unaware of the possibility
of flooding. It is important to note that a higher
proportion of floods in Texas are caused by
storms, not hurricanes. Local governments must
be prepared to plan their communities around
these natural events and the state must make
sure that Texans are equipped with the right
knowledge to proactively handle events that
can cause damage to their homes and families.
Our industry is currently facing a lack
of skilled labor in Texas. What are your
thoughts on providing increased access to
career and technical training in Texas’ public
schools in order to improve the workforce
that our growing state needs?
Texas should continue to invest in its higher
education, not only in four-year universities, but
in our technical and community colleges. Skilled
labor comes in many forms and the state should
support every avenue that helps create jobs
and supports the economy. I believe students
should be aware of the mosaic of careers that
one can pursue and schools can provide that
much-needed guidance.
What major issues do you believe are facing
the state of Texas as a whole?
Some of the major issues Texans face, like
school finance and tax reform, have been front
and center during this legislative session. It’s
good to see the focus shift to issues that may
be complex but are the foundation for how the
state and local governments interact to build a
better future. Healthcare has long been a major
issue facing Texas, especially since around 4.5
million people in our great state do not have
any health insurance.
Thank you for giving me this opportunity to talk
to your readers.
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HOMEPAC

Gene Lantrip
Gene Lantrip
HOMEPAC Trustees Chair

Eyes on Engagement
Gene Lantrip, HOMEPAC Trustees Chair

N

ow over halfway through the year,

this year to promote HOMEPAC. Please know

2019 has proven to be a very busy

that I am available to travel to any local HBA

one already with only a one week

hosting an event benefiting HOMEPAC or any

left in the 86th Legislative Session.

local that would like more information about

Our lobby team with the Texas Association

how to get involved or to elaborate upon the

of Builders has been fighting to protect the

importance of HOMEPAC.

interests of the homebuilding industry. I
am proud to say our efforts to support prohousing candidates and office-holders have
reinforced the lobby team’s efforts. Thank
you to all that continue to support HOMEPAC.
As many of you know, our goal for HOMEPAC
for 2019 is to have 100 percent of the HBAs
engaged in the PAC, and we are striving for all
HBAs to reach 100 percent of their 2019 goal.

My challenge to each of you is to show your
support and commitment by becoming a
Key member of HOMEPAC. As a Key member
of HOMEPAC, you will be strengthening the
backbone of TAB’s political action committee.
Our next fundraiser will be held during the
Sunbelt Builders Show™. The FUNdango and
6th Annual Statewide Washers Tournament
will be on Tuesday, August 6 at the Gaylord
Texan. We will have the same format as in past

HOMEPAC Key Levels

years with two washers tournaments going at

Capitol Club:

$

5,000 annually

the same time: those competing to win the

Diamond Key:

$

3,000 annually

Platinum Key:

$

1,500 annually

Gold Key:

$

1,000 annually

Silver Star:

$

500 annually

Lone Star:

$

250 annually

title of State Washers Champions and a buy-in
tournament. This year will be a Hawaiian luau
theme and we will be awarding the golden
pineapple to the best dressed!
Please continue to support the efforts of
HOMEPAC to support pro-housing candidates

I have had the opportunity to visit several
HBAs this year including the Central Texas
HBA, HBA of Greater Austin, Rio Grande
Valley HBA and the Heart of Texas BA, and I
will try to make it to as many BAs as possible

22

Texas Association of Builders July/August 2019

for office.
Gene Lantrip currently serves as the volunteer
chair of the HOMEPAC Board of Trustees. He
is the president and CEO of Lantrip’s Custom
Homes in Abilene, Texas.

HOMEPAC Trustees Chair

Featured Project

Timeless Texas

Texas Hill Country Reclaimed Retreat
Brianna Johnson
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Featured Project

Texas Hill COUNTRY
RECLAIMED RETREAT
www

.tgbuilder.com

Builder:
Todd Glowka Builder, Inc.

R

eclamation is a process of transfor-

century barn. The Kendalia, Texas-based

mation, of return, of staking a claim,

builder had dismantled the barn piece-by-

of taming something that is long

painstaking-piece in Upstate New York and

forgotten, lost or out of place. The

reassembled it in the Texas Hill Country as

romance of reclamation is that it is predes-

The Party Barn at the Branded T Ranch. The

tined. The romance of reclaimed historic

Woodlands couple expressed the desire for

materials is that they were handcrafted

a highly customized and detail-oriented

Project Location:
Pipe Creek, TX

over 100 years ago to belong to a family

design for the construction of their new

and a home in the present day. A few years

home on their existing ranch. The aesthetic

Local HBA Affiliation:
Greater San Antonio BA

ago, a Houston-based couple had seen the

of the home, “reclaimed hill country,” is a

work of the highly acclaimed Todd Glowka

complete expression of the challenge and

Builder, Inc. Specifically, a reclaimed 19th

beauty of the project. The results may be

TexasBuilders.org
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glorious, but the construction and planning
of a home with that specialty reclaimed feel
makes an old-fashioned barn-raising look like
a Texas two-step.
Located in the unincorporated township of
Pipe Creek, between Boerne and Bandera,
the “Cowboy Capital of the World,” the home
is a true country retreat with ample peace
and nothing to distract from the scenery
except the local Friday night rodeos. The
client wished to “maintain the integrity of
hill country architecture, but they wanted
the feel and the warmth of 100-year-oldplus timbers and finishes [with] a little bit
of modern,” says Todd Glowka. The complete
footprint of the home from sprawling patio
to pristine garages is just shy of 11,400 square

not even to mention its 28-32-foot ceilings.

feet. “It has a very large presence [in] how it

The home is primarily single-story so as not

FUN FACT!

sits on top of the hill on the ranch,” he says,

to tower too high over the land and make for

The Party Barn at Branded T Ranch in

easy hill country living. Easy country living

Kendalia was originally located in Glen,

on a 400-acre ranch that is, with a separate

NY. It was the initial inspiration for the

children’s wing over the garage complete

Texas Hill Country reclaimed retreat.

FUN FACT!

with bunkbeds, but anything but a spartan

The Texas Hill Country reclaimed retreat

bunkhouse overlooking a hilltop landscaped

is set within a game ranch with various

impeccably with dry-stalked native limestone.

hunt to locate, retrieve, and repurpose these

species of antelope from Africa.

Pipe Creek might be an unlikely place to find

rare character pieces. Todd says, “Working

a castle but an entirely effortless location to

with reclaimed timbers [is] challenging, it’s

build this home, reclaimed from wilderness

extremely challenging, because in today’s

and time. The home is imposing, but none-

world, we’re used to ordering lumber and

theless a family home which belongs to the

materials that are all certain sizes, but you

hill country. Just as the view is awe-inspiring,

don’t get that when you get into reclaimed

the home is there to match and respond to

materials. With this characteristically unique

the grandiosity of its natural place.

supply-and-demand situation, “you get
what you get, because you’re working with

Nature and history feature prominently within

150-to-200-year-old wood.”

the home as well with the impressive use of
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reclaimed materials—a beautiful and upscale

Building a home with materials that were not

recycling that preserves history and commu-

made by machine is a logistical nightmare, but

nicates the stories of those materials. The

the bottom line is: if you want the feel, you

sourcing of the historic timbers and trusses

have to deal with the headache. The timbers

was carried out by Waco-based Heritage

are inexact and approximate in dimensions

Restorations, and Woodco, out of San Antonio,

and they don’t often fit perfectly. “It’s a lot of

supplied the reclaimed siding, floors and other

coordination, it’s a lot of work, but honestly, if

specialty finishes which are quintessential

I could do nothing but reclaimed, I’d do it all

to the design, theme and impetus for the

day,” he says. This type of construction requires

project. It is essentially a large-scale treasure

a “very different skillset for all laborers to deal

Featured Project

FUN FACT!
Heritage Restorations moved an 1870s barn
from Ontario, Canada to its new home in
Waco where it is now the Magnolia Barn,
owned by Chip and Joanna Gaines.

with, because it’s not how things are done
today.” According to Todd, in regard to these
reclaimed projects, “You learn from them, your
subcontractors and vendors learn from them.
Everywhere you turn, it’s something different
that you’ve got to address. It’s a different process and it’s like that around every corner.” In
order to build with reclaimed materials, all
involved must go back in time and learn for
themselves the methods that human ingenuity
created and have long since outgrown. It takes
proper forethought to build a 19th or even 18th
century element into a 21st century home.
Talented welders were employed to create
heavy-duty fasteners and joints, but, as Todd

“Building a home with materials that were not made by machine
is a logistical nightmare, but the bottom line is: if you want
the feel, you have to deal with the headache.”

points out, “To make them look historical,
you can’t go get any welder. You have to use

a result, there is a very real possibility of

conventional vista and the trust that was

hand-hammered, hand-forged steel.” Building

running out of resources in the near future.

required from the client in their builder is not

any custom home is an art, but building with

The demand is high, but the supply is fixed

a conventional kind of trust. Every element

historic timbers is an “old-school art.”

in time. “The lead times are excessive,” says

that went into this home was customized to

Todd, with upwards of three-to-five months

suit its reclaimed aesthetic with authentic-

Luckily for the Texas Hill Country reclaimed

to supply the materials to the builder. The

ity, character and a flawless dialogue with

retreat, we are not without a touchstone to

biggest challenge in this type of construction

the landscape as its driving principle. Todd

these old processes in the modern day. The

is “getting the material located, getting it

Glowka is deeply grateful for the opportunity

artisans found in the Amish communities

fabricated, and then getting it down here

to work with them [the client] and deliver

local to Waco provided the knowledge and

so we can install it.” It is of great concern to

their ultimate vision and even exceed their

skill to tackle all the unique challenges of this

Todd Glowka as he has urged his prospective

expectations. “They’re top-notch,” says Todd

home. “They can do everything,” says Todd,

clients not to bide their time in creating their

as he praises the couple and foresees staying

“From the welding to interior and exterior

dream reclaimed home. “It won’t be long

life-long friends with them. To have a client

door fabrication out of reclaimed [materials]

if we continue at this pace before we will

with the sustained vision and forethought to

right down to making the hinges.” It was an

be out of the really, really good materials,”

picture what they want until it is physically

effort of community and history to create

says Todd, and those specialty or odd-sized

realized is unusual. That amount of trust is

this home with a “true custom, hand-forged

character pieces are nearly impossible to

rare and the result is timeless in a home that

process from interior doors to cabinets to

source at this point. It would seem that time

belongs here in the Texas Hill Country.

beams to trusses to furniture.” Just imagine

is running out for a timeless custom home

the building site, rows of pickup trucks, heavy

making this retreat all the more special.
FUN FACT!

equipment and... horse-drawn carriages.
It is an understatement to say that this prop-

Aerosmith drummer Joey Kramer is a

Building with reclaimed historic materials

erty was not like conventional construction

past client of Todd Glowka, Builder, Inc.

is enormously popular at the moment. As

just as the 10-million-dollar view is not a
TexasBuilders.org
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Lance Price
Westwind Homes

Making the Impossible

A f f o r d a b l e
Kristin Allman

F

or many, owning a home is a right
of passage; for others, it’s an impossible feat. With the market constantly
changing and home prices soaring in
most cities across Texas, many first-time homebuyers fear that the goal of homeownership
is just out of reach. Westwind Homes strives
to make this milestone purchase a reality for
all families, regardless of financial standing or
initial credit rating. Leading the Laredo division, President Lance Price, understands the
complexities of the industry and makes it his
daily mission to get those deserving families
into the homes of their dreams.
Lance grew up in the construction industry, having worked for his family’s paving
business for many years. After earning his
degree in business administration and finance
from Texas A&M University, he worked as a
stockbroker and even sold Mexican imported
furniture. His sales experience ultimately prepared him to join Westwind Homes in 2007,
where in his nearly 13 years with the company, he has worked his way through every
department, from selections and purchasing
to construction management. His eventual

appointment to sales manager helped him
transition to his current role as president of
the Laredo division. His goal is to oversee his
division controller and production, sales and
purchasing managers to ensure that they have
everything in place to make the division run
as smoothly as possible. His “can-do” spirit
shines through in his managing principles.
“All my team has to have the ability to understand that there’s nothing we cannot do,”
explains Lance. “Anything that needs to be
accomplished, my team can do. If you don’t
come in with a good, strong positive attitude,
its going to be a rough day.”
Lance recognizes that in a saturated building
industry, being able to position Westwind
Homes in a way that gives them a competitive advantage is key. Founded in 1993,
the company, which has divisions in both
Laredo and the Rio Grande Valley, operates
on several guiding facets that have greatly
contributed to their success. Westwind
Homes is Christian owned and operates
on Biblical principles, meaning they “look at
doing things right versus turning a profit,”

says Lance. “Its huge, you just don’t hear
that much in the homebuilding industry.”
Since its inception, focus has been on building
the most energy efficient homes possible,
which is especially important for first-time
or low-income homebuyers who need to be
cautious of their energy costs. Initially, they
constructed panelized homes, which essentially involved piecing plywood with insulation
together “like Lincoln Logs,” Lance explains.
Today, they stick frame each house and utilize
a very meticulous process for sealing plates,
insulating the house and ventilating the roof.
“We really strive to give our homeowners
a very energy efficient home and a very
low electric bill,” Lance stresses. “I live in a
Westwind home that is about 2,200 square
feet and my electric bill is about $160 a
month.” Comparatively, the energy cost of
a Westwind home is significantly less than
other homes of similar size on the market.
Additionally, Westwind Homes prides itself
on its certified construction process, whereas
every home is sealed by an engineer to ensure

TexasBuilders.org
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proper quality. As Lance explains, “If we build
on a strong foundation, we’ll build a great
home for someone.”
Buyers also have the option to customize their
Westwind home, building upon a basic floorplan. “We let you make your home yours, yet
we can still do the efficiency of a production
builder,” Lance says.
Equally as important as the building process
is their customer care program. For two years
following the construction of a Westwind
home, homeowners receive on-call service
for any situation deemed as an emergency,
such as a flood or faulty air conditioning unit.
“If you’re in the Laredo heat and your air conditioner quits when it’s 90 degrees outside,
I’ve got somebody there at three or four in
the morning to get you through the night,”
Lance describes.
These core elements position Westwind
Homes well to compete in the small Laredo
building market. But, with only 1,000 build-
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ing permits issued by the city each year,
“You have to touch every market that’s built,”
Lance explains. Of particular focus for Lance’s
division is building homes that would appeal
to lower income families hoping to become
first time homebuyers. With the skyrocketing
costs of land in Laredo, the company found
that many lower income families couldn’t
afford to build.
“Things are getting so expensive from the
development side to the construction costs,
that in our average market, people couldn’t
afford our homes,” Lance says. Lot costs were
increasing to upwards of $55,000 and with

lower income clients, (making $30,000-35,000
per year) the company was forced to come
up with a sustainable plan to get clients
into homes. Lance and his team were able
to acquire a new lot designation in Laredo,
allowing them to build on 35-foot wide lots.
The result was 25-foot wide homes, with an
average list price in the low $140s. The project
was a huge success, with 60 new homes built
in a 12-month period. Additionally, Westwind’s
dedicated home investment advisors are
trained to help clients with poor credit identify areas of improvement and develop an
action plan to get their credit back on track.
Depending on the situation, credit scores can
take upwards of 12 months to fix, a challenge
that often causes other builders to close their
doors to potential clients. Lance and his team
understand the struggles many families face,
but are always willing to help those who put
in the extra effort.
“Its funny, the things I love the most are the
most challenging,” Lance says. “We strive on
helping first-time homebuyers get into homes,
which is one of our biggest pushes right now.
The challenging part is helping these folks get
qualified for their homes, but that’s also the
most rewarding. Bad things happen to good
people, that’s just how things work. But, the

Member Profile

Westwind Homes - Awards
1998 – Awarded one of the first
Energy Star Awards from the U.S.
Department of Energy
2004 – Westwind Homes wins the
most Parade of Homes Awards (for energy
efficiency, design, and leadership)
2008 – Awarded the Rio Grande Valley
Builder’s Association Parade of Homes
“Best Model Home”
2013 – Westwind Homes wins first
annual Cornerstone Award from the
Laredo Builders Association
2017 – Awarded the AEP Texas High
Performance Home Program Award
for Highest Cumulative Savings

“Lance certainly encourages all builders to get involved
greatest thing in the world is seeing that family
that has worked so hard and saved their money
get into a new Westwind home. Seeing the
family light up and everyone excited is the
most rewarding part of the whole deal.”
Along with Westwind Homes’ ability to make
a lasting impact on families of all income
levels, comes a great responsibility to advocate for the issues that matter to builders.

at the local and state level. The Texas Association of
Builders has helped him understand state ordinances
and has worked tirelessly on his behalf.”

Both the local Laredo Builders Association
and the Texas Association of Builders has
been instrumental in that effort. In fact,
Lance served as the president of the Laredo
Builders Association in 2014.
“It’s a great organization,” says Lance. “A lot of
things that we’ve gotten accomplished through
the city have been because of the LBA. They
are the voice between the government and
us. We wouldn’t be as far along in the industry
in Laredo if we didn’t have such a great group
working together to get things done.”
Lance certainly encourages all builders to
get involved at the local and state level. The
Texas Association of Builders has helped him
understand state ordinances and has worked
tirelessly on his behalf.
“Anything at the state level, they are there
fighting for us,” Lance says. “They have always
been there to back-up the builder. If we

didn’t have TAB, there’s no telling what kinds
of regulations would be put on the building
industry today.”
Moving forward, Lance would like to see
Westwind Homes absorb 20 percent of the
building business in Laredo, up from their
current 15 percent. He understands that in
order to accomplish this goal in a smaller
community, Westwind Homes will need to
continue to expand their operations, building
entry-level homes, townhomes and larger,
more detailed construction for those more
established, second-time buyers. Lance and
his team will continue to approach these
challenges with dedication and heart.
“I just push so hard sometimes to get things
done it drives people crazy,” Lance chuckles.
“One of the greatest tools I have is my ability
to make things come together and happen.
My wife calls it stubbornness, but anyway
that’s a different story.”
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On Council

Ray Tonjes
President & Founder
Ray Tonjes Builder, Inc.

The CRG:

A
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Protecting Consumers
and Builders Alike

s one of the many benefits to its members, the Texas

As part of TAB’s adoption of the previously mandated state standards,

Association of Builders (TAB) promulgates standard con-

the association recognizes the need to keep the standards up to

tracts, which include an express limited home warranty

date and allow them to evolve with the times, all while keeping

with performance standards. This warranty and perfor-

the standards stringent and protective of homeowners’ interests. In

mance standards document is a comprehensive one that describes

order to do so, TAB created the Change Review Group (CRG), which

the minimum performance standards for the various elements or

reviews the standards on a biennial basis and makes changes to them

components of a home, and is designed to protect both the home-

as warranted. CRG members should be commended for updating

owner and builder by putting standards into place that each party

the warranty and performance standards with an independent

can expect the home to meet; should the home fail to meet those

eye, making certain not to water-down an important protection

standards, the builder is contractually bound to bring the home up to

for homeowners. The update process is open to all stakeholders,

those standards. It covers items ranging from wall paint to the home’s

whether they are members of TAB or not, and begins with a call

foundation and structural components, with warranty coverage up

for comments to over 75 individuals and entities across the nation,

to 10 years. The text originated in 2005 from the now defunct Texas

including building officials, construction scientists, academics,

Residential Construction Commission (TRCC), which took substantial

engineers, builders, warranty companies, product manufacturers,

comments and input from around the state in order to implement

attorneys and the like. These individuals and entities are invited to

the standards. In 2009, when the TRCC was shuttered by the Texas

review the standards and propose amendments. Once the comments

Legislature, TAB swung into action to incorporate those warranties

are received, the CRG gathers in a series of meetings and calls in

and standards into its form contracts.

order to review and debate those proposals, finally recommending
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and adopting those that warrant recognition. The CRG itself
is composed of engineers, builders, warranty companies and
other professionals, and includes non-TAB membership in order
to preserve an impartial and transparent process.
Over the years, the CRG has taken great care not to weaken the
standards and has in fact strengthened them over time. Doing so
is beneficial to the homeowner for obvious reasons, but also provides certain benefits to homebuilders. Under case law, providing
stringent and fair warranties and performance standards allows a
homebuilder to disclaim certain implied warranties, which if not
adequately disclaimed can result in circumstances that are not
advantageous to either the homeowner or builder. Contractual
warranties and standards such as the TAB promulgated ones, lead
to a clear expectation of what standards a home must meet and the
remedy to bring the house back into compliance should a home
defect arise. This is in contrast to the undesirable effect of certain
implied warranties that leave the determination of construction
defects and their remedy in the hands of unsophisticated juries
that may unfairly lean toward the builder or consumer based on
extraneous facts and circumstances.
TAB firmly believes that Texas has the best housing environment
in the nation. Our members are dedicated to providing quality
homes and wholesome living environments for all Texans,
and with the help of the CRG and the numerous stakeholders
nationwide, the express limited home warranty and performance
standards will continue to play a key role in this principled goal.
Ray Tonjes is the volunteer chairman of the Task Force & Change
Review Group. He is also a Texas Association of Builders Life
Director, member of the Texas Housing Hall of Honor and serves
on the Past Presidents’ Council. Ray is the president and founder
of Ray Tonjes Builder, Inc.
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Lonestar Newsmakers
M/I Homes and Howard Hughes Corp.
Break Ground on Benefit Home in Bridgeland
April 29, 2019 – M/I Homes and the Howard Hughes Corporation
recently broke ground on a 2019 Greater Houston Builders
Association (GHBA) Benefit Home. M/I Homes is donating
construction and Howard Hughes is donating the lot in the Cypress
community of Bridgeland. M/I Homes is building their Roseville Plan.
Each year two to three homes are built for the Benefit Homes Project
with donated land, construction management, materials, labor and
services by GHBA members. These homes are constructed with
upgrade materials and features and are sold at market value. Proceeds
from the sale are donated to two local charities. The beneficiaries are
HomeAid Houston and Operation Finally Home. Since the project
began 39 years ago, over $11 million has been raised.
M/I Homes, Inc. is one of the nation’s leading builders of singlefamily homes, having sold over 111,400 homes. Bridgeland is an
11,400-acre master planned community that is consistently ranked
as one of the top-selling master planned communities in Texas
throughout its 12-year history.
“The groundbreaking for this Benefit Home brings together two
industry professionals who share the same vision, to build a home
that when sold will bring tremendous joy to the homebuyer while
providing much needed funds to two deserving charities, “ said
John Williams, president of the GHBA.
Over 50 guests gathered at Bridgeland’s Welcome Center to help
mark the official groundbreaking of the second Benefit Home in
2019. In attendance from M/I Homes and expressing appreciation
to the vendors for their commitments to contribute to the home’s
construction was Jay McManus, area president. From the Howard
Hughes Corporation was Heath Melton, senior vice president.
Representing the GHBA were John Williams, president and Casey
Morgan, CEO. Guest speakers were Patrick Mayhan, president
of HomeAid Houston and Lee Kirgan, vice president of project
management for Operation Finally Home.

CAPTION: M/I Homes and the Howard Hughes Corporation break ground in Bridgeland
for a GHBA Benefit Home that when sold, proceeds will benefit HomeAid Houston
and Operation Finally Home. Pictured are the M/I Homes and Howard Hughes
representatives and vendors who are donating their materials and services.

Guests then broke ground with over a dozen golf shovels to signal
the beginning of construction of the M/I Homes Roseville Plan.
“At Howard Hughes, two core values of our DNA are Building for
the Future and Being Creators of Culture,” said Melton. “The GHBA
Benefit Homes Project is a great opportunity for us to demonstrate
our commitment to these values through donating our sixth
homesite in Bridgeland since its inception. We are extremely inspired
by organizations, like the GHBA who unite the homebuilding
industry to support such great charities like HomeAid Houston and
Operation Finally Home.”
A second Benefit Home is currently under construction. Chesmar
broke ground in February on their 2,746 sq. ft. Mesquite Plan that
is a two-story design featuring 4 bedrooms with a 5th bedroom/
study option, 3 full baths, walk-in closets, a game room, an island
kitchen and a two-story open family room off the kitchen. The
home is being built on a lot in NorthGrove, located off FM 2978 in
Magnolia, Texas in southern Montgomery County. Toll Brothers, the
community’s developer, donated the homesite.
For more information on the Greater Houston Builders Association
Benefit Homes Project call the GHBA at 281-970-8970 or visit
www.ghba.org.
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Lonestar Newsmakers
Winners Announced in 2019 McSAM Awards
Presented by StrucSure Home Warranty
The Dallas Builders Association has announced winners of its 40th Annual
McSAM Awards, presented on April 13 in partnership with StrucSure
Home Warranty. The McSAM Awards are held each spring to recognize
“maximum creativity in sales and marketing.” Almost 400 entries were
received this year, and winners were named in 67 categories.
Dale Hansen, WFAA’s award-winning sports anchor, was the master
of ceremonies for the awards gala at the Sheraton Dallas Hotel.
In the industry-judged awards, David Weekley Homes was awarded
the McSAM Builder of the Year; Johnson Development was named
Developer of the Year and Twin Creeks by Green Brick Partners was
named Neighborhood of the Year. Industry experts from around the
country including builders, architects, interior designers and new
home marketing professionals judged the awards.
Highland Homes won the prestigious People’s Choice Builder of the
Year honors. The Tribute by Matthews Southwest was named People’s
Choice Community of the Year.

Highland Homes was named the Prestigious People’s Choice Builder
of the Year at the 40th Anniversary of the Dallas Builders Association’s McSAM Awards

The People’s Choice competition rewards builders and developers
based on consumer voting. To identify the People’s Choice winners,
the Dallas BA enlists the help of a third party firm that sends an
online survey to hundreds of homebuyers, asking for feedback on
everything from home design, sales experience, customer service,
community lifestyle and overall satisfaction. Respondents were also
asked to rate – on a scale from zero to 10 – how likely they would
be to recommend a particular builder or community to a friend or
family member, which is considered the gold standard in customer
satisfaction surveying. This is the seventh time that Highland Homes
has received this honor.

Advertorial
homeowner preference for Trans-contemporary home
design,” says Delgado.

BORAL ROOFING SHOWCASING
NEW VISTA COLLECTION AT SUNBELT BUILDERS SHOW

Transitional home designs reflect the clean lines of
contemporary residential architecture while drawing
heavily upon the details and style of traditional homes.
Contemporary homes are characterized by a distinct
preference for clean lines, open concepts, minimal
exterior decoration, ample light sources with large
windows and a lack of rounded edges.
“These newly introduced colors perfectly align with
this architecture, which blends farmhouse origins with
a more modern aesthetic happening in Texas’ urban
centers,” says Delgado.

New concrete tile shades harmonize with currently
celebrated Texas home architecture styles
Boral Roofing LLC, the national leader in durable and
energy-efficient new and retrofit roofing systems, is
proud to introduce its all new Vista Collection at this
year’s Sunbelt Builders ShowTM. The new concrete roof
tile options - available to view in Boral Roofing’s booth
#1314 - include five new varied neutral shades designed
to meet specific architectural, lifestyle and color trends
emerging within the state of Texas.
The new suite of hues is available with two of Boral
Roofing’s most popular tile styles in the region - Saxony®
Country Slate and Shake. The shades include Charcoal
Brown Blend, Chestnut Burnt, Dark Bordeaux, Weathered
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Cedar and Weathered Greige. The collection launch
is a direct result of extensive research conducted into
consumer lifestyle and home design trends happening
within the state.
“We have been closely examining Texas and have found
that, as with many other key regions across the country,
home design within the state is trending toward
sensorial relief in both home interiors and exteriors,” says
Shannon Delgado, senior marketing manager with Boral
Roofing. “This concept manifests itself in an aesthetic
where ornamentation is reduced and calming neutral
color palettes prevail.”
Boral Roofing’s research in Texas also points to specific
architecture styles. “We are witnessing a shift in

The concrete tile options within the Vista Collection are
durable, lasting and low maintenance. The tile offers
significant energy-efficiency benefits by reducing
electricity demands in the home, extending up to 22
percent in long-term energy cost savings to residents.1
The concrete tile offers a Class A fire rating. Additionally,
it is manufactured sustainably with locally-sourced,
abundant and naturally occurring geologic material and
is fully recyclable at the end of its life on the roof.
The new concrete roof tile colors are available in Texas.
For additional information on the Vista Collection, as
well as on Boral Roofing’s full concrete, clay, steel and
composite solutions, visit www.BoralRoof.com today.
Source: 2007 NAHB Study on
Life Expectancy of Home Component
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GlassCraft Door Co. Unveils its 2019 BarnCraft Collection
Dennis Knautz, president and CEO of Acme Brick Company
is shown with the birthday gift given to each associate.

Acme Brick Company
Celebrates 128th Birthday.
Fort Worth, Texas – Acme Brick was founded in 1891, just
26 years after the end of the civil war and a mere 65 years after the
death of Thomas Jefferson. In 1891 Thomas Edison patented the
“transmission of signals electrically,” otherwise known as radio!
Acme had its humble beginnings on the banks of Rock Creek about
40 miles west of Fort Worth, Texas and has grown to become the
largest U.S. owned brick company in the world. Acme residential
and commercial masonry products are available throughout the
U.S., and southern Canada.

Houston-based GlassCraft Door Company, one of the largest residential entry door
manufacturers in the country, unveils its newest BarnCraft Collection of premium
rolling doors and hardware. Not to miss are the contemporary metal rolling doors
with slim line edges in four lite and eight lite designs. Also new are 13 grooved
designs for BarnCraft’s MDF Series with on-trend Chevron, five Panel Shaker, three
Panel Craftsman, and more. The 2019 Collection features stunning design options
that can complement a wide range of home design trends such as Modern
Farmhouse, Mid-century Modern, Rustic Industrial and Minimalist Contemporary.
BarnCraft offers a unique proposition in the market by combining premium designs
and extensive size options including nonstandard sizes at affordable pricing. The
designs and materials reflect premium craftsmanship without the heavy price tag
of other competing brands. The BarnCraft Collection includes 7 distinctive design
series: Barn Doors & Shutters, Premium MDF, Contemporary, and more.

The company has produced brick for well over two million homes
during its history and many thousands of commercial, civic and
educational buildings. Acme is the only brick manufacturer that
stamps its logo into residential brick products and backs those brick
products with the Acme Homebuyer’s 100 Year Limited Guarantee.
Acme showrooms now offer many other home-related products
including: wrought iron doors, outdoor fire pits and fireplaces,
quality grills, outdoor kitchens, traditional fireplaces, natural and
man-made stone, wood floors and tile.
Acme President and CEO Dennis Knautz said, “It’s wonderful to
be celebrating this many years of crafting a product that produces
such permanent value for our fellow citizens. A company can only
achieve such a milestone with generations of dedicated employees
who believe in their company and its products.”
Acme Brick Company operates 15 brick plants and has 54
company-owned sales offices/showrooms across 13 states, plus a
nationwide network of independent distributors. Acme has been a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Berkshire Hathaway, Inc. since 2000.
For more information visit www.brick.com.
TexasBuilders.org
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Daniel B.
Markson
(1959 – 2019)
Dan Markson, dedicated member of the
Texas Association of Builders and leader in the
development of affordable housing, passed
away on May 4.
Dan, 59, was a TAB Life Director, a Life Delegate
on NAHB’s Leadership Council, and active
member of the Greater San Antonio Builders
Association (GSABA) and NAHB’s Multifamily
Council, where he served as a former chair.

Dallas BA Completes 7th Operation FINALLY HOME Project
Representatives from Operation FINALLY
HOME, Winston Custom Homes, the City of
Irving, NEC Corporation of America and Copart
joined the Dallas Builders Association on
March 25 to present U.S. Army Major Eric King
and his family with the keys to his brand new
mortgage-free custom home. The welcome
home ceremony included a ribbon-cutting
ceremony and remarks by City of Irving Mayor
Rick Stopfer and Operation FINALLY HOME
Founder Dan Wallrath.
This is the Dallas BA’s seventh Operation
FINALLY HOME project. Major King was
surprised on July 16 at a groundbreaking
ceremony with the news that he and his family
would soon be moving into their new home in
Irving. The city donated the lot for Major King’s
home, marking the association’s first municipal
partnership for such a project.
This project was made possible by all of
the generous donations from association
members, the trades, manufactures, furniture
designers and suppliers who stepped up in a
remarkable way. Over 40 companies helped to
make the dream of homeownership a reality
for the King family. During his remarks, Major
Eric King shared the challenges he faced once
he was medically retired from the military. One
of his top concerns was how he would provide
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a home for his family. He offered a heartfelt
“thank you” to all involved for helping him and
his family overcome this challenge.
During his military career, Major King was
deployed overseas four times to Iraq,
Afghanistan and West Africa. During each
deployment, he and his platoon were involved
in IED attacks, ambushes and gun battles
causing casualties to his troops, himself and
coalition forces. King suffers with PTSD, and has
a Traumatic Brain Injury and seizure disorder,
which are all constant reminders of his combat
experiences. His combat injuries include a spinal
injury with accompanying nerve damage to
both legs. King received many commendations,
including the Combat Infantryman’s Badge,
Two Bronze Star Medals, along with an
Army Achievement Medal, Meritorious Unit
Commendation Medal, Global War on Terrorism
Service Medal and many more.
King medically retired in 2016 after serving 16
years in the Army. He is focusing on getting
healthy and plans to give back and help
veterans reclaim their lives. He would like to be
a spokesperson and motivational speaker so he
can share his story and experiences and help
veterans such as himself who are fighting for a
better tomorrow. He is the father of a daughter
and three sons, ranging from ages one to 19.

Dan was born in Boston, Massachusetts
and attended Clark University in Worcester,
Massachusetts before going on to earn his MBA
from Babson College. Since 2003, he served as
Sr. Vice President of the NRP Group, overseeing
the development operations including bond/
tax credit and conventionally financed rental
communities. Dan and the NRP Group won
many local, state and national awards.
Dan was passionate about the builders
association and served TAB, GSABA and NAHB
for decades. In service to TAB, Dan was a
founding member of the Multifamily Council,
and was a HOMEPAC Trustee, Government
Relations Committee member, Executive
Committee member, Texas Housing Hall of
Honor Board of Governor and Trustee of the
Texas Builders Foundation. He also served on
numerous other committees and task forces.
Dan previously served as president of the Texas
Affiliation of Affordable Housing Providers.
He was instrumental in the formation of the
NAHB/TAB/GSABA student chapter at St.
Philip’s College in San Antonio. Dan’s vision
and leadership helped him launch the student
construction trades program for students at
this campus.
In addition to his development work, Dan was
active in the local Jewish community. He served
on the board of Temple Beth-El San Antonio
and was previously a San Antonio Jewish Family
Services board member.
Dan is survived by his four-year old son, Maury
John Markson.
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