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mandates, more stringent building codes, 
increased building permit fees, impact fees, 
and higher property taxes.

All of this makes it more difficult for 
builders to provide affordable housing for 
Texans and is why it’s critical for us to be 
engaged during the 2017 session.

Texas homes are still affordable compared 
with the rest of the U.S.; however, increasing 
property tax rates and appraisals will 
create future affordability issues. Even a 
small increase in property taxes will affect 
the buying power of an individual because 
property taxes are incurred every year and 
typically paid monthly.  Property taxes, on 
average, represent roughly 17-18 percent 
of a monthly house payment. Thus, 
there is a definite link between housing 
affordability and property tax rates.

We must educate our elected officials 
regarding how the high and rising 
property taxes undermine the dream 
of homeownership, especially for 
young families, minorities and women.  
Opportunities to provide property tax 
relief will allow Texans to maintain more 
control over their purchasing power for 
home buying.

I fully expect to see residential housing in 
the forefront of the 2017 Legislative Session.

ADVOCACY IS CRITICAL TO OUR INDUSTRY
Even as our state moves forward, our 
industry has a lot to track to make sure we 
stay on an upward trajectory. As you know, 
when you joined your local HBA, you also 
became a member of the Texas Association 
of Builders (TAB) and the National 
Association of Home Builders (NAHB).

All the work performed at the local, state, 
and national levels of our federation 
cannot be accomplished by the staff 
alone—it takes a lot of volunteers.  So if 
you are not active, I want to encourage 

you to become active at some level.  If you 
are active at one level of the federation, 
I would encourage you to step up your 
involvement on another level.  And quite 
frankly, we don't just need volunteers, we 
need leaders!  We need people with vision 
to be leaders of our associations.

Advocacy is one of the biggest reasons that 
I’m proud to be a member of the Texas 
Association of Builders.

2016 SUNBELT BUILDERS SHOW™

AND SUMMER MEETINGS
Let me encourage you to register early 
and book your hotel room before our 
discounted room block is sold out. 
You can do both by going online to 
SunbeltBuildersShow.com.  The 2016 
Sunbelt Builders Show™ will be held 
on August 3–4, while TAB’s summer 
committee meetings start Tuesday, August 
2 and conclude with the Board of Directors 
Meeting on Friday, August 5. Both events 
are hosted inside the beautiful Gaylord 
Texan in Grapevine.

There are numerous opportunities for 
each of us to raise our level of participation 
within our association. I look forward to 
seeing everyone on the Sunbelt trade show 
floor in August and at the summer board 
and committee meetings. 

By Tim Jackson

As summer approaches, many of us will 
be turning our attention toward our 
kids, family vacations or, if you’re like 

me, your attention will start to dial in to the 
2017 Legislative Session. 

After the results of the recent elections, it is 
now more important than ever for the Texas 
Association of Builders to be engaged and 
proactive at the Capitol. 

With the number of new faces and policies in 
place at the State Capitol, it’s a must for our 
State Representatives and Senators to see us 
actively tracking the laws and regulations that 
affect the residential home building and land 
development industry.

2016 INTERIM/85TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Although we are not currently in a Legislative 
Session, the Government Relations Committee 
and TAB staff actively monitor hearings at the 
Capitol. The 18 months between regular Legislative 
Sessions is a critical time for our elected senators 
and representatives because many times Interim 
Charges lead to proposed legislation.

The 85th Legislative Session, which begins on 
January 10, 2017, will be an important six months 
as our industry faces housing affordability issues. 
We will again be challenged with variables that 
will ultimately affect the price of our homes. 
Some of these variables include increased energy 
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our members with the best, high-value 
benefits—those that can positively affect 
your bottom line, provide you with the 
most up-to-date information, and help 
you in your day-to-day business—are 
committed to this task.

President Tim Jackson’s column focuses 
on housing affordability and how excessive 
regulations can adversely affect home 
buyers and home builders. TAB is proud of 
its track record of successfully advocating 
for affordable, quality housing at both 
the State Capitol and before regulatory 
agencies. It’s not too early to start planning 
to come to Austin to lend your voice to the 
cause of protecting our industry at TAB’s 
Rally Day February 22, 2017.

Volunteers and staff of the Texas Association 
of Builders and the Texas Builders 
Foundation, TAB’s charitable arm, have 
been traveling across the state over the last 
few months to help in keeping housing 
affordable by working with school districts 
and community colleges to add construction 
trades programs to their curriculums. As 
you know, we are facing a shortage of skilled 
trades professionals. Having to postpone 
completion of a project because plumbers, 
electricians or masons, for example, are not 
available can add substantially to the cost of 
a home, so educating a new generation of 
building industry professionals—beginning 
immediately—is critical so that we can 
continue to house the growing population 
of Texas.

Thanks to the leadership of Texas 
Builders Foundation Chairman Michael 
Biggerstaff, Howard College-San Angelo is 
adding a construction trades program to 
their class schedule beginning in the fall of 
this year. Additionally, new programs and 
NAHB Student Chapters in San Antonio, 
Marble Falls and Houston are thriving, 

and I want to thank the many members 
of the HBAs in these and other areas who 
have donated their time and expertise and 
who are mentoring the next generation 
of the home building workforce. I’m 
also happy to report that members in 
Wichita Falls, Tyler, Longview, Corpus 
Christi, College Station and Lubbock 
are talking with school administrators, 
workforce development boards, and other 
organizations in their jurisdictions to 
incorporate trades education into their 
schools. If you want information about 
adding trades programs in your area, 
please contact Lorraine Urey at TAB.

TAB’s leadership and government 
relations team is also working with 
Governor Greg Abbott’s Tri-Agency 
Workforce Initiative that was established 
to assess local economic activity, examine 
workforce challenges and opportunities, 
and consider innovative approaches to 
meeting the state’s workforce goals. TAB 
is participating in the Initiative’s meetings 
that are being held around the state, and 
we are also working with several House 
and Senate Committees and state agencies 
that are holding hearings with regard 
to our workforce needs. The interim 
(the months between Texas Legislative 
Sessions) has been busy!

In addition to the Sunbelt Builders Show™, 
TAB will hold its summer committee and 
board meetings August 2–5 in Grapevine. I 
hope that you will join us at these meetings 
where you can learn more about your 
association and how you can become involved 
in the many programs and initiatives in 
which TAB is playing an active role to ensure 
that the home building and development 
industry in Texas remains strong. I am 
proud to be a part of this industry, and I look 
forward to celebrating our successes with 
you at the Gaylord Texan!  

Executive Director’s Message

By M. Scott Norman, Jr.

This issue of Texas 
Builder is packed full of 
information on events 
and initiatives that your 
association has been 
working on to positively 
impact your business now 
and in the future.

We invite you to get hands-on with the 
latest in products and services at the 16th 
Annual Sunbelt Builders Show™, August 
3–4 at the Gaylord Texan in Grapevine. 
The Sunbelt Co-chairs’ column as well as 
the insert in this magazine will give you a 
taste of all the great speakers, education, 
exhibits and events we have planned for 
you. Come experience all that the Show 
has to offer, including the opportunity to 
get to know your peers from around the 
state in the residential construction and 
development industry. 

A preview of “what’s hot” is featured 
on page 25 of this magazine. Helping 
you keep up with what’s cutting edge 
through the Show’s exhibits and education 
sessions, TAB’s publications and meetings 
are a priority for our organization. The 
leadership, volunteers and staff who work 
together to ensure that we are providing 

Lots of Great Stuff  
is Happening at TAB!
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relationships. Additionally, the Show 
features special networking events, keynote 
speakers, quality educational sessions, and 
a solid sales and marketing atmosphere.

Just in case you’re still not convinced the 
Sunbelt Builders Show™ is an event that 
can’t be missed, Sunbelt Builders Show™ 
Co-Chairs Robert Wood of Robert Wood 
Custom Homes, and Tiffany Acree of 
StrucSure Home Warranty discuss why the 
Sunbelt Builders Show™ is so important to 
them and their businesses.

WHY SHOULD BUILDERS ATTEND  
THE SUNBELT BUILDERS SHOW™?
Robert Wood: As a Texas builder that 
has been in the home building industry 
since 1979, I continually gain value from 
the Sunbelt Builders Show™. The Show 
and its associated events are an amazing 
opportunity to learn about new products, 
and meet vendors from all over the state. 
Not only do I get to catch up with people 
I rarely get the chance to see outside of 

Sunbelt, but each year I make amazing new 
connections that I might have missed if I 
weren’t at the Show.

We as builders have tons of needs that 
are not always getting met in our local 
areas; Sunbelt gives us a chance to explore 
other options in one central location. It 
would take me weeks, if not months, to 
do this much business normally, but with 
everything under one roof at Sunbelt, I can 
literally get everything accomplished in a 
matter of days.

Along with the wonderful business 
opportunities, Sunbelt also brings lots of 
chances to learn and find new ways to move 
my company forward. The amazing amount 
of educational seminars and motivational 
speakers is something else you just can’t 
recreate outside of this environment.

Finally, every evening is filled with 
opportunities to meet peers on a social 
level and bounce ideas about your business 

Imagine an event powerful enough to lead 
an industry and reshape communities 
across the region. Imagine a gathering 

of thousands of residential construction 
professionals from every sector of the 
housing industry. Imagine an event where 
amazing professional, educational, and 
social functions are held in one incredible 
location. If such an event existed, wouldn’t 
you want to be there?

Well, you’re in luck; not only does this event 
exist, but it takes place every year right here 
in Texas! The Sunbelt Builders Show™ is 
one of the largest building industry events 
in North America. The award-winning 
Show draws thousands of residential 
construction industry professionals from 
the surroundings states to almost 300 
exhibit booths. Every year, more than 2,000 
leaders in single and multi-family building, 
remodeling, land development, finance, 
and management come together to share 
the latest information, exchange ideas, and 
foster lasting personal and professional 

By Tiffany Acree and Robert Wood, Sunbelt Builders Show TM Co-Chairs

Why Attend 
The Sunbelt Builders Show™?
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off people that don't compete with you. The 
social networking is amazing, and most 
events directly benefit a great cause—and 
that’s something I’m proud to be associated 
with. All proceeds from FUNdango go to 
HOMEPAC, and the Young Professionals 
event is a must—even if you’re not 
young—and those proceeds go to the Texas  
Builders Foundation.

Really, I can’t say enough good things 
about the Sunbelt Builders Show™ and the 
benefits it brings to me and other builders 
across the state of Texas. I’m so happy to be 
involved with this event annually and am 
thrilled to see it continue to succeed and 
grow. I’m already looking forward to seeing 
everyone this year.

WHY SHOULD ASSOCIATES ATTEND  
THE SUNBELT BUILDERS SHOW™?
Tiffany Acree: As an active Associate 
member of the Texas Association of Builders 
since the inception of the Sunbelt Builders 
Show™ it has been wonderful to see the 
event grow year after year. Even during 
the downturn, the Show still continued on 
strong, and that’s really a testament to Texas 
builders and the strength of the Texas home 
building community.

Sunbelt has continued to cultivate and build 
lasting relationships for StrucSure Home 
Warranty over the years. This direct benefit 
is one of the biggest reasons we continue 
our position as a Presenting Sponsor of the 
Sunbelt Builders Show™. Shows like this have 
to make sense from a business perspective, 
and Sunbelt provides direct and measurable 
value to our company each time we attend. 
I know that no matter what, at least once a 
year I can see and visit with all the Executive 
Officers, builders, and remodelers that we 
do business with across the state. This is not 
only great for our company, it is also a great 
way to support the industry that has been so 
good to my family.

Another thing I want to stress is how much 
I gain from this Show on a personal level. 
I get to learn and hear what is going on 
in a builder’s world, day in and day out. 
Understanding all the opportunities and 
challenges builders face in both their day-
to-day operations and long-term planning 
is so important to me personally. I truly care 

about each and every one of my builders, 
and having a comprehensive understanding 
of the home building environment in our 
state really helps me find the best ways 
to support them as they work so hard to 
support and build the American Dream.

On a more social note, I have to admit, 
Sunbelt is a ton of fun for me. Not only is 
it a trade show, but there are so many extra 
events to attend—and each event always 
seems to create several lasting relationships.

One of my favorite events outside the trade 
show floor is the Texas Executive Officers 
Council Conference. StrucSure Home 
Warranty always partners on their lunch as 
a way to show our appreciation to everyone 
on the council for all they do on a daily 
basis throughout the year.

The HOMEPAC FUNdango is a great event 
as well. Just good ol’ Texas fun! Plus, it’s a 
great chance to support the PAC that keeps 
builders building and everyone in the 
industry selling!

Another event that I am so proud of is the 
Young Professionals Get Together. I can’t 
believe how much this event has grown. It’s 
always a hoot, and one of the first events to 
sell out every year. I love getting to know 
the next generation of builders. Remember, 
the future success of our industry depends 
on relationships that start today, and this is 
literally the next generation of our industry 
right in front of us.

Lastly, the Star Awards is an amazing evening, 
and as an Associate it is a great networking 
opportunity. Builders and remodelers from 
across the state enter hundreds of homes to 
win prestigious awards, and I love being able 
to speak to so many fantastic people about 
the homes and projects they submitted. Just 
the opportunity to be in the room and see 
these incredible homes and projects makes 
the whole evening worth it. Plus, you really 
get to mix and mingle with people you 
wouldn’t ordinarily get the chance to speak 
with. It’s amazing how many times you end 
up doing business with the people you meet 
at this event.

As an Associate member there are so many 
reasons why you should not miss the Sunbelt 
Builders Show™. Even if you don’t have a 
booth on the Show floor, the admission 
fee you pay will immediately turn into an 
investment with many positive returns. 
Come learn, network, socialize, and educate 
yourself about the industry that supports us 
all in so many ways. There are so many ways 
you can be a part of this experience; you can 
easily find a way to attend and participate 
that fits within your budget. Trust me, by the 
end of the Show you will see all the benefits 
of attending, and you’ll be glad you took the 
time to be here. 

Tiffany Acree is a Senior Vice President of Sales for 

StrucSure Home Warranty. Robert Wood is President of 

Custom Homes by Robert Wood. Tiffany and Robert are 

currently serving as volunteer co-chairs for the Sunbelt 

Builders Show™.
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The installation of rolling barn doors 
for home interiors is one of the 
hottest new trends in Texas home 
building and remodeling. From 

closets to dining rooms to hidden TVs, this 
option is a great way to add that “wow” factor 
to any room! Trending in new construction 
and as updates in older homes, these popular 
doors offer an aesthetic design appeal, plus 
lots of versatility and functional, space-saving 
features. Not only popular in homes, demand 
is increasing in commercial applications too, 
such as in hotel rooms, offices, and restaurants.

Barn doors can be used in tight spaces where 
there is not a lot of room for a swinging door, 
such as entry halls or dining room to kitchen 
openings. They are also being installed in the 
master bedroom/master bathroom portals, 
and to cover closets and office spaces. From 
penthouses in midtown to suburban kitchens, 
rolling barn doors almost always are intended 
to be the visual focal point of the room.

Many options and designs are available. Here 
are a few pointers to consider when adding 
these doors to your next project:

1   PArTS OF A rOLLiNg BArN DOOr
In addition to the door or doors, the 
hardware consists of a steel track, which is 
a flat steel plate commonly ¼” thick x 1-1/2 
high x about 6 inches longer than twice the 
opening width to be covered. Rollers are the 
metal straps that mount to the doors  
(2 needed for each door). These rollers 

include a roller wheel or wheels that roll on 
the track. (Make sure that you use “quiet-
glide” rollers made from high-density 
polymer so that the door operates quietly). 
The stoppers mount on the track to keep 
the doors from rolling off of the end of the 
track. Anti-jump disks mount on the top of 
the doors to keep the doors from jumping 
off of the track during use. The rail stand-off 
bracket spaces the rail off of the wall. And the 
door guide is mounted on the floor to keep 
the bottom edge of the door secure and stable 
and in-place. Options include a Header, 
generally wood onto which all hardware 
can be mounted (instead of mounting the 
hardware directly to the wall). And finally, a 
“soft-close” option can be added to slow the 
door down during operation…similar to a 
soft-close feature on cabinet drawers.

2   STruCTurAL SuPPOrT
Can the wall support the barn door or doors 
and the track hardware? This all depends 
upon the weight of the door or doors that 
you will use. Most rolling door hardware is 
rated for doors up to 220 pounds each, and 
most doors weigh much less than this. But 
the door hardware must be securely mounted 
on the wall, regardless of the weight of the 
door. It may be easier and stronger to mount 
the rolling door hardware onto a wooden 
header which has been securely mounted to 
the wall above the opening. Don’t use drywall 
anchors. They are not made to support the 
weight of the doors and the potential force 
and strain from constant use.

Also take into account the overall 
requirements based on the quantity of barn 
doors to be installed. An installation of four 8 
foot tall by 4 foot wide double by-pass doors 
requires significantly more support than one 
3’ x 6’8” closet door.

3   SizE OF THE OPENiNg AND DOOr
Generally speaking, the door slab should 
measure 2+ inches wider than the opening in 
width, and an equal height or higher. So you 
could install a 36” wide door over a 32” wide 
closet door opening. If the opening is 80” in 
height, then an 80 inch door will suffice, as the 
door is typically mounted about 1 inch above 
floor level. Keep in mind that, when the door or 
doors are in the “open” position, then you must 
allow an amount equal to the door width on one 
side (or both sides for a double door installation.

Oversized doors can be great attention 
grabbers. So instead of using a double door 
installation over that 6 foot wide x 8 foot tall 
opening, you can use a 6-1/2 foot wide x 8-1/2 
foot tall single door for real impact. Also, “by-
pass” rolling door hardware is available where 
one door rolls in front of another door.

4   DESigN THEME
Whether it’s modern/contemporary or rustic 
French country or vintage industrial, there are 
rolling doors to fit your design aesthetic. The 
two most popular are the authentic barn door 
design and the modern/contemporary design. 
Barn doors are available with rustic wood and 
even with barn-wood textures. These doors 

By John Plummer,  
President and Founder,  
GlassCraft Door Company,  
Houston, TX

ArE rOLLiNg iN!
Barn Doors

Advertorial
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offer lots of size options and design options, 
and fit into almost any design theme. Modern 
doors offer glass options with clear or glass 
textures. Or use a door with a mirror. For 
safety, consider using tempered safety glass.

5   MATEriALS uSED
The doors may be new or reclaimed, or even 
antique. Many new door options are available 
that are specifically designed to be used as 
rolling doors. You can select a wood door 
or a metal door, or even an old screen door. 
Virtually any door, new or old, may be used. 
Keep in mind that most rolling door hardware 
is designed for doors that are 1.75” thick. And 
make sure that the door is not too heavy for 
the hardware weight rating.

6   HArDWArE CHOiCES
Visually, most of the attention is on the door. 
But the design of the rolling door hardware is 
important…it must match and accentuate the 
design theme desired. In general, two design 

types are available. Dark black or bronze hardware 
for a traditional or rustic look, and stainless steel 
hardware for a modern sleek look. Most rollers 
mount on the front “face” of the door, while others 
mount only along the top edge.

There are additional hardware options 
available. Choose from a variety of available 
door pulls either mounted to the face of 
the door or recessed and flush mounted. Be 
sure that the door will support the style and 
weight of a door pull. Also consider that the 
larger the size of the door pull, the more of an 
impact that it will make. Lock mechanisms 
are available for rolling doors which surface 
mount to the edge of the opening and attach to 
the back-side of the door. A traditional hook-
and-eye latch may also be used.

Recently available is a “soft-close” option for 
the rolling doors. Similar in function to soft 
close drawers, this option can be added to 
your rolling door to soft-close and/or soft-
open each rolling door.

7   COLOrS
Regardless of design theme, most doors can 
be painted to offer the impression desired by 
the designer or homeowner. Rustic, faux-
painted doors can look fantastic! Other wood 
doors can be stained for a rich wood look or 
distressed and stained for an antique look.

8   iNSTALLATiON
Depending upon the complexity of the 
application, the installation can be a DIY 
project, or one better left to the pros. A simple 
single door installation is not difficult, and 
should only take an hour or two. A double 
bypass installation of four doors measuring 
4 foot wide by 8-1/2 feet tall is an all-day job 
for 2 experienced installers. Regardless of who 
is installing the door, it is very important to 
make sure that the door and all hardware is 
mounted securely and safely to the wall.

9   COSTS
Big “impact” bang-for-your-buck here. Count 
on a single barn-door style door costing 
from $480 to $1150 depending upon design, 
options, finish and size (retail price, before 
“builders” discount). Modern style doors with 
glass will cost $975 to $1850. Rustic knotty 
alder 2-panel doors will cost as little as $575.

The door hardware will run from $275 to $400 
for the black traditional hardware. Stainless 
steel costs about 50% more. Again, all prices 
mentioned are retail pricing. Builders can 
expect discounts off of these prices.

These doors and rolling door hardware are available 
at most leading Texas millwork distributors.

For more information, including catalog, price list, 

assembly video, and installation videos: visit   

www.gcdoor.com/barncraftdoors.asp or call 713-690-8282.

Advertorial
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Speaking Out

Chief Justice Nathan L. Hecht

assigned responsibility over various areas. 
The Chief Justice oversees them all. I preside 
over Supreme Court proceedings and run the 
Court as an institution, setting its schedule, 
overseeing personnel, and tending to daily 
operations. As the State’s head judicial 
officer, I also work with judges throughout 
the state to improve the Judiciary, and with 
the Governor and the Legislature on judicial 
matters. I meet with the Chief Justices of 
all fifty states, the District of Columbia, 
and the U.S. Territories twice each year to 
discuss ways to improve the judicial system 
throughout the country.

Prior to taking the bench, you were a 
litigator and served as a lieutenant in the 
U.S. Naval Reserve Judge Advocate General 
Corps. Please share your story about your 
rise to the high court and any lessons 
you've learned along the way.

I was initially appointed to the District Court 
in Dallas in 1981, then elected to the Dallas 
Court of Appeals in 1986. In 1988, I ran 
for the Supreme Court and won. In more 
than 34 years’ service as a judge, I’ve always 
remembered that every case is the most 
important case in the world to the parties 
involved. While Texas’ system of electing 
judges has been good to me, I worry that 
judges must raise money to campaign and 
must appear on partisan ballots. The pressure 
to raise money and the time it takes to 
successfully campaign for judicial office are 
getting worse over time. Texas judges work 
hard to be independent of all such pressures, 
as people expect.

The Supreme Court of Texas is the court 
of last resort for civil matters in the State 
of Texas. Justices are elected to six-year 
terms or, if there is a vacancy, appointed 
by the Governor. Members of the court 
are called to be committed to law and 
the Constitution. How important is it to 
balance the letter of the law with the need 
for justice?

The letter of the law—the written words of 
the constitution, statutes, and contracts—
defines justice. The words state what the 

people, or lawmakers, or parties have agreed 
the rules should be. The law must be applied 
fairly, even-handedly, and predictably. Judges 
simply cannot substitute their own personal 
views of what they think the law ought to be 
for what the law actually is. Judges cannot be 
legislators in black robes. They must hear all 
parties and follow the law.

Many of our members are attorneys who 
work in the field of construction and 
regulatory law. As such, they engage in 
both transactional law and litigation. 
What advice do you have for those who 
engage in the trial courts or represent 
clients before appellate courts and the 
Supreme Court of Texas?

Every lawyer in a court case knows that the 
first rule is: be prepared. The second rule is to 
treat the court and opponents professionally. 
Texas lawyers are justly proud of the Lawyers 
Creed, an ethical code of professionalism 
that ensures high standards of conduct. 
In the appellate courts and the Supreme 
Court, getting directly to the point is critical. 
In round numbers, the courts of appeals 
decide about 11,000 cases each year, and the 
Supreme Court about 1,000. Judges need to 
be able to depend on lawyers to state the law 
and the facts accurately and to make the best 
arguments succinctly.

You are active in the Court's efforts to 
assure that all Texans, especially those with 
limited means, have access to basic civil 
legal services. Please share with our readers 
how the Court is working to empower 
Texans to increase their access to justice.

The rule of law is what sets America apart 
from other nations and one of our most 
treasured values. But it is an empty promise 
for someone without the means to obtain 
legal advice or go to court. That is why 
ensuring justice for everyone has always been 
a priority for the Texas Supreme Court. The 
integrity of the rule of law is at stake. The 
Court is always looking for ways to make 
the judicial system more efficient and less 
expensive. Texas lawyers donate millions of 
hours a year to represent the poor pro bono 

You were first elected to the Texas Supreme 
Court in 1988 and re-elected for your sixth 
term in 2014. Congratulations on being 
the "Most Elected Justice in Texas History." 
What initially inspired you to become 
involved with judicial service?

It is a great honor for me to have served as 
a Member of the Texas Supreme Court for 
longer than anyone in the State’s history. 
I enjoyed practicing law, but I clerked for 
federal appellate Judge Roger Robb on the 
D.C. Circuit after law school, and I hoped one 
day I would have an opportunity for judicial 
service. A friend of mine says, lawyers always 
know the right answer—it’s whatever their 
clients want. Judges don’t ever know. They’re 
always listening, studying, trying to get every 
case right. That’s what I wanted to do.

In 2013, then-Governor Rick Perry 
appointed you as the 27th Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court of Texas. Please explain 
to our readers the role and responsibilities 
you fulfill in that important position.

The Texas Supreme Court has nine Members. 
On cases, the Chief Justice has one vote, 
just like each Justice. The Court has many 
administrative duties—overseeing the 
judiciary and the State Bar, ensuring that 
the poor have access to the justice system, 
overseeing cases involving children and 
families, to name a few—and each Justice is 
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(for free) and the Court encourages that. 
The Court works hard to obtain funding for 
basic legal services for the very poor, but we 
have also recently formed a Commission to 
investigate and adopt ways to provide legal 
services to Texans of modest means. Justice 
for only those who can afford it is neither 
justice for all nor justice at all.

As you know, a large part of Texas' 
regulatory system falls to the state and local 
governments. Inevitably, some of those 
regulations are unreasonable and even 
illegal. As the court of last resort in many 
petitions against government regulators, 
the Texas Supreme Court is the "check 
and balance" to the Legislature and local 
governments on such matters. What are 
your thoughts on the influence that our 
courts and governmental entities have on 
that arena?

Courts must always follow the law, and 
in this country, must also require all 
governmental entities to follow the law. 
Courts do not set policy. That is left to 
legislators. But in doing so, they, too, must 
comply with the constitution and laws. No 
one is above the law.

You have been appointed to the Federal 
Advisory Committee on Civil Rules. 
Congratulations on this prestigious role. 
How does the Texas perspective mesh with 
the rest of the nation on civil procedure?

The Texas Supreme Court looks for 
developments in civil procedure in other 
state systems and the federal system to 
adopt the best ideas for our State. But Texas 
has also been an innovator in making civil 
procedure serve parties fairly and efficiently. 
We adopted a rule for requesting and 
producing electronically stored information 
before there was one in the federal rules, and 
the Texas rule requires consideration of the 
cost of electronic discovery. We adopted a 
rule for expedited trials in smaller cases that 
few other states have. At the same time, we 
adopted a rule for easy dismissal of cases 
without merit. On July 1, 2016, all courts 
must accept electronic filings in civil cases 
electronically. Many Texas courts have been 
doing this for years. By next year, judges, 
lawyers, and parties will have access to civil 
case files, and public access to some case 
information will follow.

Is there anything else you would like to 
share with the readers of Texas Builder 
about the judicial system or your personal 
interests outside of the court?

Texans can take pride in their justice system. 
Texas judges resolve 10 million cases each 
year. They work hard, usually at some 
personal sacrifice, to serve the people. And 
the legal profession in Texas is experienced 
and respected. I have devoted my professional 
life to service the Texas judiciary, and it has 
been my honor to do so. 

Nathan L. Hecht

Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Texas

Nathan L. Hecht is the 27th Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Texas. He has been elected 
to the Court six times, first in 1988 as a Justice, 
and most recently in 2014 as Chief Justice. He 
is the longest-serving Member of the Court in 
Texas history and the senior Texas appellate 
judge in active service. Throughout his service 
on the Court, Chief Justice Hecht has overseen 
revisions to the rules of administration, 
practice, and procedure in Texas courts, 
and was appointed by the Chief Justice of 
the United States to the federal Advisory 
Committee on Civil Rules. Chief Justice Hecht 
is also active in the Court's efforts to assure 
that Texans living below the poverty level, as 
well as others with limited means, have access 
to basic civil legal services.

Chief Justice Hecht was appointed to the 
district court in 1981 and was elected to 
the court of appeals in 1986. Before taking 
the bench, he was a partner in the Locke 
firm in Dallas. Chief Justice Hecht holds a 
B.A. degree with honors in philosophy from 
Yale University, and a J.D. degree cum laude 
from the SMU School of Law, where he was 
a Hatton W. Sumners Scholar. He clerked 
for Judge Roger Robb on the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit 
and was a Lieutenant in the U.S. Navy 
Reserve Judge Advocate General Corps. 
Chief Justice Hecht is a Life Member of the 
American Law Institute and a member of the 
Texas Philosophical Society.

His term ends December 31, 2020.

BiOGRAPHy
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Every year, thousands of home builders, remodelers, land 
developers, and other industry professionals come together to 
see the latest products and services, exchange ideas, and foster 
lasting relationships. The Sunbelt Builders ShowTM is one of the 
largest building industry events, drawing residential construction 
professionals from the United States, Canada, and Mexico to almost 
300 exhibition booths. Additionally, the Show features special 
networking events, keynote speakers, and educational sessions. This 
year’s Show will be held August 3-4 at the Gaylord Texan Resort & 
Convention Center in the Dallas-Fort Worth area. Attendees will 
not want to miss general session presentations from Chip and 
Joanna Gaines, Kim Lewis, Jonathan White, and Jason O’Dell, but 
the real highlight will be all the latest and greatest products from 
the exhibitors on the trade show floor. 

Hampton Products International will be at Sunbelt to showcase 
their latest revolution of a simple, everyday household object: the 
doorknob. They’ve transformed the standard door-opening device 
into Brinks' award-winning product line of Push-Pull-Rotate 
locksets designed to improve the way people open doors. These 
new doorknobs can be used in multiple ways. Like most traditional 

knobs and levers, they can still be turned and rotated to open the 
door, but these new devices also work by simply pushing or pulling 
the knob to release the latch. With the tug of a finger or the bump 
of a hip, users can open interior or exterior doors without setting 
down groceries, children, or phones. Push-Pull-Rotate door locks 
are easier to use, and with the inclusion of matching deadbolts, 
they are also just as secure as traditional locks. This new line of 
door handles has been thoughtfully designed to deliver a durable 
product while maintaining a stylish look and feel. 

Another can’t-miss stop at the Show is the Sport Court of Texas 
booth. Sport Court designs and installs residential gyms and 
courts, with indoor and outdoor options available. Indoor Sport 
Court Home Gyms, with their modular sports floors, offer all the 
characteristics of real maple without the maintenance. From pole 
barns to basements, the Home Gym provides a safe playing surface 
with a customized look to fit each home. The multi-sport design 
offers maximum versatility, all without having to leave the house. 
An outdoor Sport Court backyard court can be outfitted for almost 
every sport imaginable, including basketball, soccer, volleyball, in-
line hockey, and more. These courts are customizable to backyards 
of all shapes and sizes. An investment in one of these outdoor 
courts is sure to allow for increased family time, improved health, 
and the creation of a safe place for kids to play with their friends. 

PRODUCTS
at the Sunbelt builderS Showtm and beyond

By Chad Andycha



26 Texas Association of Builders  July/August 2016

Feature

Cadsoft Corporation asks you to imagine stepping inside a new 
home before a single 2x4 arrives on site. With Virtual Reality 
(VR) and Cadsoft Envisioneer technology, you can design a home 
and be inside it instantly, experiencing a sense of scale like never 
before. Use VR while you’re designing to confirm your design 
choices and show clients as a virtual showroom. This engrossing 
experience opens the door for informed conversations with 
clients about their home and the changes they would like to see, 
before problems arise onsite. Cadsoft’s VR provides an immersive 
environment that ensures homeowners understand and are 
engaged in the home building process.

Atlantis Rail offers a complete line of stainless steel cable railing 
systems. This innovative collection of low maintenance railings 
offers unobstructed views capable of fitting any indoor or outdoor, 
commercial or residential design. Enjoy the streamlined look 
of their unique RailEasy™ models that mix traditional wood 
or optional vinyl with the clean, modern look of stainless steel. 
Atlantis Rail also offers a new line of railing systems called the 
HandiSwage™ Systems. These cable railings utilize hand swage 
fittings that can be concealed inside the posts to minimize the 

amount of hardware showing. For a completely stainless steel 
railing system, Atlantis Rail offers the SunRail™ line. This modular 
system allows for easy installation while achieving a custom look.

Earthlok™ Soil Stabilizer will be at Sunbelt to discuss their unique 
chemical injection which utilizes an ion exchange process to reduce 
the expansive property of active soils by up to 75 percent. The 
chemical reacts with clay soil at a molecular level to substantially 
satisfy the negative charge of the clay soil particles. As a result, water 
intake is reduced and the corresponding clay shrink/swell capacity 
is reduced following treatment. Injection is the most cost-effective 
way to stabilize soil with no excavation required, and the ability 
to treat up to 10 feet of depth in-situ. Earthlok™ Soil Stabilizer is 
reliable, safe to use, guaranteed, and eco-friendly.

A classic and traditional look, Poly-Clad Shutters are manufactured, 
installed, and backed by BuildersBlinds. These shutters are durable, 
low maintenance, and easy to clean. They are also made from 100 
percent recycled material. And another bonus—these shutters are 
even water resistant, and a lifetime warranty ensures they won’t 
warp, crack, chip, or peel. They make for an elegant and unique 
addition to the windows in any room. BuildersBlinds offers great 
prices, quality, and service on their Poly-Clad Shutters. 
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Attic Breeze manufactures solar powered 
attic fans and vents, delivering energy 
efficiency and excellent air flow to 
residential and commercial buildings. 
They use the highest quality parts and 
materials to produce their products in 
Gatesville, Texas, standing by the belief 

that “American-made does matter.” They never use plastic materials 
or discount parts because they believe in making professional-
grade products that are engineered to last a lifetime. Visit Attic 
Breeze at their booth in the Sunbelt Builders ShowTM, and see why 
they proudly declare, “We are solar powered ventilation.”

As much as we would like to think the world has a plentiful 
supply of water, population increase and climate change are 
resulting in significant water shortages. WaterRenu’s primary 
goal is to focus on providing a total water management solution, 
while maintaining simplicity of use. WaterRenu’s Irrigray system 
operates as efficiently as possible by reusing graywater for 
landscape in residential, multi-family, and commercial settings. 
WaterRenu is also developing economical water saving automatic 
filters for well water applications, agriculture, and others. Visit 
WaterRenu at Sunbelt and ask about the Rebate Program for TAB 
Members. Every drop counts! 

The Sunbelt Builders ShowTM is sure to feature some remarkable 
new developments, but let’s also take a look at some other hot home 
products that won't be represented at the Show. For instance, the 
new Learning Thermostat adapts to its individual user preferences, 
automatically learning the schedules of the home’s occupants. It  
 
 
 

also keeps track of the changing seasons and temperatures while 
creating a consistently comfortable environment. Outdoor living is 
all the rage in Texas homes, but what about all those pesky insects? 
Motorized, retractable screens are now available for porches, so 
the space can be completely open air when desired, but it also can 
be changed over to block the bugs when they get bad. Looking for 
something really futuristic? New, high-tech Doorbell Cams link 
to smartphones, allowing homeowners to see who’s at their door 
even if they’re not home. They then have the option to allow people 
inside or to tell them to “go away.”

From TAB Systems, Inc., the new smarti WiFi thermostat works 
as a standalone device or in combination with one of smarti’s 
cutting-edge home automation systems. With its fashionable spin 
design and colorful screen, this is one good looking thermostat. 
Its comfort and economy modes and optional scene and mood 
settings can all be controlled remotely via mobile app. smarti 
believes access control should move toward measuring who you 
are rather than what you know or carry. As such, they began 
building the most advanced, yet easy to use product they could. 
With their latest WiFi thermostat innovation, smarti invites you 
to “enjoy your room temperature in the smart way.”

Not all the latest products involve a technological breakthrough. A 
new trend in kitchens involves the installation of toe-kick drawers. 
The drawers occupy the lowest spot beneath the cupboards, so 
an area traditionally left unutilized can now help maximize your 
storage potential, something everyone can benefit from. At the 
Sunbelt Builders ShowTM and beyond, innovative minds have 
their best on display, and they have been hard at work developing 
products that make life a little safer and easier without sacrificing 
a crucial aspect in any great home: a sense of style. 
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 REACHING 10,000+
Builders, Remodelers, Land Developers, Attorneys, Suppliers,  
Architects, Flooring, Siding, Landscaping, Plumbing, Insurance,  
Electrical, Demolition, Excavating, Drywall, Painting, HVAC, Masonry, 
Mortgage, Roofing, Windows/Door companies and much More!

MAGAzINE AdvERtIsING Is RElEvANt ANd tARGEtEd. 
• Readers turn to Texas Builder for the latest events,  

legislation and industry topics.

• TAB is the third largest home builders association in the 
nation and represents over 400,000 jobs and more than 
$22 billion annually of the Texas economy.

• In past TAB member surveys, Texas Builder magazine was 
listed as one of the most valued member benefits.

• In November 2014, there were 19,205 sales of existing single-
family homes, 1.9 percent more than in November 2013.

• The U.S. consumer confidence index was 92.6 in December 
2014, up 16.6 percent higher than in 2013.



 TexasBuilders.org 29

Congress extended the existing homes tax credit (IRS Code Section 25C) for qualified 
energy efficiency improvements to a homeowner’s primary residence for 10% of the 
cost (up to $500) as part of the omnibus tax incentive and spending bill, H.R. 2029. 
Through the Tile Roofing Institute’s efforts, this credit extends to any ENERGY STAR 
roofing material including clay and concrete tile which qualify for this valuable incentive.

In Texas, Boral Roofing offers ten ENERGY STAR rated concrete roof tile colors. 
These colors are presented in a number of profiles, extending the number of 
options available to maximize the home’s curb appeal. Colors include: Continental 
Seville, Continental Riviera, Continental Bisque, Brazos Blend, Newport Sun, Terra 
Cotta, Charleston, Desert Sage, New Clay, Casa Grande Blend, and Buckskin. 
Additional rebates may also apply with local utilities.

The benefits of ENERGY STAR colors are amplified even further with the Boral™ 
Cool Roof System. The Boral™ Cool Roof System achieves greater energy 
efficiency and cost savings with five key Boral components: Concrete Roof Tile, 
Boral TileSeal® Underlayment, Vented Eave Risers, Elevated Battens and Vented 
Ridge. Tile roofs are naturally insulating. Boral™ Cool Roof System goes a 
step further by ventilating the air space between the tile and roof deck, adding 
another layer of protection from the sun’s heat. These five key Boral components 
work in concert to maximize energy efficiency with the proven ability to reduce a 
homeowner’s heating and cooling costs by up to 22 percent annually.

Boral Roofing has proudly served the Texas market with quality concrete roof tile 
locally manufactured in Katy since 1974. Boral concrete roof tile is known for 
ease-of-maintenance and superb durability. These benefits include local material 
sourcing and recyclability at the end of the roof’s life for minimized impact to the 
earth. In addition, Boral offers a complete line of Class 3 and 4 hail rated products 
specifically designed for the Texas market.

As the movement toward eco-friendly and energy efficient building materials 
continues to grow, cool roof systems are increasingly important to builders and 
homeowners alike. Boral Roofing’s complete line of ENERGY STAR rated products 
along with the Boral™ Cool Roof System provide the best curb appeal and quality 
performance solution for Texas homes.

To learn more about Boral Roofing’s Concrete Cool Roof Systems,  
visit www.boralamerica.com/Roofing.

ENERGY STAR Tax Credit Increases 
Demand for Cool Roof Systems

Advertorial
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Legal Opinion

Building and remodeling homes can 
be a complicated and expensive 
process, and regulatory burdens do 

not help. A new federal rule on exposure 
to silica dust promises to add to every 
builder’s current headaches. 

On March 25, 2016, the Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration (“OSHA”) 
issued a final rule to expand regulations on 
workplace exposure to airborne silica dust. 
As it relates to residential construction, 
the new rule is broad and compliance will 
be expensive. Builders have one year to 
achieve compliance—subject to pending 
legal challenges.

SOME BACkGROUND
Silica is one of the most abundant minerals 
on Earth, found in granite, sandstone, 
and shale. Silica is used in dozens of 
construction materials, most commonly 
cement. Thus, construction workers are 

exposed to silica dust every day. Federal 
regulation of workplace interaction with 
silica began in 1971, when OSHA adopted 
limits for individual exposure to respirable 
silica dust. Regulations from the 70s to 
the late 90s focused on the mining and 
manufacturing industries. The construction 
industry was subject to exposure rules, 
but at that time OSHA’s guidelines for 
construction workers’ maximum exposure 
to silica dust (the “Permissible Exposure 
Limit” or PEL) was relatively high. 
Certain activities (e.g., sand-blasting and 
sawing concrete) could generate dust that 
exceeded the existing PEL, but OSHA’s 
inspection efforts were not focused on the 
construction industry.

While the connection between miner's 
exposure to high dust levels and silicosis 
was understood since the 1950s, 
evidence of dust-exposure injuries in 
the construction industry is lacking. In a 

2003 Department of Labor report OSHA 
acknowledged “no lost workday cases 
of silicosis illness outside of the mining 
industry.” Notwithstanding this gap, 
OSHA has sought to increase regulations 
in the construction industry for decades.

The first tangible action came in 2011 
when OSHA submitted to the Office of 
Management and Budget a proposed 
rule to regulate all workplace exposure 
to respirable crystalline silica. Two years 
later, in September 2013, OSHA published 
its proposed rule. Trade groups and other 
interested stakeholders lined up to respond.

EVOLUTION OF THE CURRENT RULE
From December 2013 through December 
2015 a phalanx of groups responded to 
OSHA. The construction industry responded 
in force, challenging the government’s 
positions on technical feasibility and 
economic impacts. Many groups including 

When Will the Dust Settle 
on OSHA’s Silica Rule?

By Greg Harwell

When Will the Dust Settle 

on OSHA’s Silica Rule?
By Greg Harwell
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TAB, NAHB, and the Construction Industry 
Safety Coalition (a consortium of 25 trade 
associations) invested significant time and 
funds arguing for mitigation of the rules’ 
impacts on building industries. These efforts 
had some success, as on March 25th OSHA 
released its modified rule that differentiated 
compliance obligations for construction 
from “General Industry and Maritime” 
industries. However, even as modified, the 
rule is problematic.

The construction industry rule is 26 pages 
long and applies whenever workers might be 
exposed to 25 micrograms of dust per cubic 
meter of air, averaged over an 8-hour work 
shift (known as the action level). OSHA 
asserts that “occasional, brief exposures” 
to respirable crystalline silica below this 
threshold would not be regulated. However, 
tasks that generate a significant amount 
of dust (e.g., sawing bricks generating 
100 micrograms of dust) that occur for a 
sufficiently long period (e.g., two hours) 
might result in an average exposure in excess 
of 25 micrograms over an eight hour shift. 

If workers may face dust levels above the 
action level, an employer must take steps 
to avoid exposing workers to the new PEL 
of 50 micrograms of dust over eight hours. 
This compliance obligation includes  
many elements:
•	 Air testing –	Periodic	air	sampling	may	be	
required	to	demonstrate	that	workers	are	
not	being	exposed	to	50	micrograms	of	dust	
during	the	work	day.	

•	 Work controls –	To	avoid	the	sampling	
process,	contractors	can	follow	a	table	of	work	
activities	that	details	the	means	and	methods	
of	working	around	airborne	silica.

•	 Written exposure plan –	Contractors	must	
adopt	a	written	exposure	plan	to	support	
either	the	air	monitoring	process	or	the	
adopted	table	of	work	controls.

•	 Safety manager –	Contractors	must	identify	
and	train	a	silica	exposure	representative.

•	 Medical surveillance –	If	exposure	above	
the	PEL	occurs	more	than	30	times	in	a	year,	
a	complex	medical	surveillance	procedure	
must	be	adopted	by	the	employer.

•	 Hazard communication –	Employers	must	
communicate	to	employees	the	hazards	of	
silica	dust.

One part of the rule likely to receive 
major focus is OSHA’s listing of approved 
exposure control methods—identified as 
“Table 1.” Compliance with these processes 
(and their adoption in an exposure 
plan) theoretically exempts an employer 
from the expensive air testing process. 
Eighteen activities are listed in Table 1, 
which describes the use of equipment, 
engineering practices, and additional 
procedures to limit exposure to dust.

Second in importance to the adoption of 
Table 1 (in lieu of air monitoring), is the 
development of a written exposure control 
plan. The plan should identify tasks that 
involve exposure to respirable crystalline 
silica and discuss mitigation obligations. 
The plan should discuss appropriate 
sweeping and cleaning activities. Finally, 
the plan should discuss minimizing access 
to work areas where dust is being generated. 
A competent person will need to manage 
application of the plan in the field.

The process of medical surveillance 
represents a potentially significant cost that 
may be difficult to manage for an industry 
with high employee turnover rates. The 
rule assumes that employers will know 
in advance if workers will be exposed to 
high levels of silica dust for 30 days in a 
year. Without this foreknowledge, should 
an employer arrange for health screenings 
for everyone at a cost that OSHA estimated 

would exceed $370 each? If all employers 
were compelled to assume that such 
exposures will arise, the costs for annual 
screenings would be significant.

WHAT HAPPENS NExT
The rule goes into effect on June 23, 2017, 
so builders have one year to develop a 
compliance strategy. TAB is working on 
several fronts to both challenge the rule 
and prepare for its possible application.

On April 4th TAB and NAHB joined a 
coalition of trade associations to file a legal 
challenge in the 5th U.S. Court of Appeals. 
Other groups—both pro and con—filed 
suits concerning the rule. Ultimately, six 
separate lawsuits have been consolidated 
in the D.C. Circuit of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals. This government-friendly venue 
will hear the various challenges to OSHA’s 
actions. The primary challenge from 
the residential construction industry is 
that (i) the directives are technologically 
impracticable to implement and (ii) 
OSHA’s assessment of economic impacts 
was inadequate. 

The only advice currently available is... 
stay tuned.

Greg Harwell is a founding partner at Slates 
Harwell, LLP, a Dallas law firm specializing in 
construction law. Greg has been an active 
member of the Texas Association of Builders 
for 20 years and has served on the Attorney 
Council and Legal Affairs Committee.

1  During the comment period for the rule, a 
national consulting firm, Environomics Inc., 
estimated the total cost of compliance for the 
construction industry at nearly $4.9 billion 
per year — $3.9 billion for direct compliance 
and over $1 billion for indirect costs.

2  The Preliminary Initial Regulatory Flexibility 
Analysis (PIRFA) issued in 2003, in 
conjunction with the potential regulations 
for the construction industry.

3  The rule is found in the Code of Federal 
Regulations at 29 CFR Part 1926.1153

"THe CoNSTRuCTioN iNDuSTRy RuLe iS 26 PAGeS LoNG AND APPLieS 
WHeNeveR WoRkeRS MiGHT Be exPoSeD To 25 MiCRoGRAMS of DuST 
PeR CuBiC MeTeR of AiR, AveRAGeD oveR AN 8-HouR WoRk SHifT"
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HOMEPAC

I
f you haven’t heard about 
HOMEPAC’s TopGolf event, you 
must be hiding under a rock! The 
success of the 2nd Annual TopGolf 

fundraiser was made even more apparent 
at the March 30th event, held during the 
TAB Winter Board Meetings, when more 
golfing bays had to be added to increase 
the number of swinging participants. I’m 
certain that the next time we host this 
event we will see a surge in pre-purchase 
tickets to ensure a spot at this great 
party! All-in-all, it was a fabulously fun 
night that raised thousands of dollars for  
our PAC!

And, once again, the equally popular 
statewide washers tournament will 
conclude months of local associations’ 
washers tournaments that are occurring 
across the state. The statewide tournament 
will take place on Tuesday, August 2nd 
during the Sunbelt Builders Show™ and 
TAB's Summer Meetings at the Gaylord 
Texan Hotel and Convention Center in 
Grapevine, Texas. To secure a spot at this 
grand event, be sure to participate locally, 
where many of the associations serve BBQ, 
fried catfish or boiled crawfish as part of 
their tournament fanfare! And remember, 
even if you don’t advance from your local 

tourney, there is the opportunity to ‘buy-
in’ at the state event!

Here are some important details that you 
need to know before you start pitching in 
Grapevine: two tournaments will take place 
at the HOMEPAC FUNdango—the statewide 
championship and the buy-in tournament.

To participate in the state championship, 
you must be on the winning team (a team 
consists of two people) from your local 
HBA’s qualifying tournament. The only 
cost for the two players participating 
in the statewide tournament is a $125 

By Carol Longacre

TopGolf & FUNdango 
Washers Tournaments –

HOMEPAC’s 
Successful Fundraisers
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per person ticket to the FUNdango. 
Each team member must purchase 
their ticket to the FUNdango online at  
SunbeltBuildersShow.com.

For the buy-in tournament, you must 
purchase a $60 per team entry by 
contacting Lorraine at TAB (Lorraine@
TexasBuilders.org or 512.476.6346). Buy-
in team members must also purchase their 
tickets to the FUNdango for $125 each 
online at www.SunbeltBuildersShow.com. 
If space is available, team buy-ins may be 
purchased at the FUNdango. (As of July 
13th, FUNdango tickets are $150 and buy-
in tickets are $70 per team.)

The winner of the statewide tournament 
will have the honor and glory of bragging 
rights for the entire year and will take  
home the trophy to their HBA. If you 
didn’t participate in your HBA’s qualifying 
tournament, I hope that you will buy-
in to play at the FUNdango. The bar has 
been set pretty high to outdo the funds 
we raised at last year’s FUNdango. More 
importantly, anyone can play, and it’s a 
good time for everyone. 

Carol Longacre is in Builder Outside Sales for 
Expressions Home Gallery/Morrison Supply. 
Carol currently serves as the volunteer chair 
of the HOMEPAC Board of Trustees.

THe WiNNeR of THe 

STATeWiDe TouRNAMeNT 

WiLL HAve THe HoNoR 

AND GLoRy of BRAGGiNG 

RiGHTS foR THe 

eNTiRe yeAR AND WiLL 

TAke THe TRoPHy  

HoMe To THeiR HBA.
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FEATURED ASSOCIATIONS
HBA of Greater Austin
Central Texas HBA
Heart of Texas BA
Hill Country BA
Temple Area HBA

At 790 by 660 miles, Texas is a GIANT piece 
of land, and the concerns of a home builder 
in one area can greatly differ from those of 
another builder across the state. That’s why, 
in this issue of Texas Builder, we’re taking a 
closer look at just one section: the stretch of 
Central Texas from Austin to Waco and the 
Hill Country to the west.

Austin is both the capital city and a 
Texas oddity in terms of culture and 
demographics. The Hill Country is a hiker’s 
paradise and serves as a true gateway to 
the Old West. A little to the north, there’s 
Temple and Killeen, home of Fort Hood, 
and beyond that, Waco—the birthplace of 
Dr. Pepper. Mmm…

This is a populous and diverse area right 
in the Heart of Texas. Whether it’s ranch 
houses, military living, or colorful, eclectic, 
and modern Austin homes, this is a 
fantastic place to build and thrive—and to 
enjoy some delicious food and stellar live 
music while you’re at it.

Read on for a closer look…

By Alex kocinaBy Alex kocina

Crawfish &
Community
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E
veryone loves a good crawfish boil—well, except maybe 
the crawfish—and nobody does it better than Texas (sorry, 
Louisiana). Back in April, the Home Builders Association of 
Greater Austin held its 12th Annual Crawfish Boil Builder-

Realtor Mixer. More than 600 industry professionals showed up for 
the all-you-can eat event hosted by Brookfield Residential at their 
new Easton Park community. The Temple Area Builders Association 
also recently wrapped up their own crawfish boil. Lamar Advertising 
hosted the event and supplied the crawfish, and Costa Pools provided 
brisket for the members.

The key to a successful crawfish boil lies not only in the recipes and 
the food but also in the coming-together of a community. For home 
builders, this sort of event brings together all the different industry 
professionals in the area and allows them to mingle and bond over 
some cooked crustaceans. Members of the association get to spend 
the day with other members they might not normally interact with. 
It can also be an excellent weekend get-together for a family or a 
group of friends.

If you’ve ever thought about hosting your own crawfish boil and felt 
intimidated or unsure of where to start, don’t fret. There are countless 
easy recipes out there, and they all start with the simple foundation 
of a big boiling pot of water. Add your seasoning (salt and pepper, 

garlic, bay leaves, etc.) and throw in any combination of your favorite 
vegetables (corn and potatoes are a must, while mushrooms and 
artichokes are for the bold). Drop some rinsed crawfish in and wait 
until the shells turn red, drain it all, and enjoy. For specific ingredient 
amounts and cook times, a quick Google search can guide you to that 
delicious crawfish boil.

Couple your crawfish boil with cold drinks and music and you’re 
all set. And if you can’t manage to get live music by Jeanne Pierre 
and the Zydeco Angels like the HBA of Greater Austin, a radio will 
do just fine. 
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T
he Hill Country is full of natural 
wonders and rugged hiking trails. 
Quaint small towns like Dripping 
Springs and Lampasas give way 

to rolling hills and gorgeous vistas of a 
timeless landscape.

Hamilton Pool—A day at the beach 
just got a whole lot more interesting. 
At Hamilton Pool, 30 miles outside 
Austin, you can lay your towel in the 
sand, sunbathe, and swim to your heart’s 
content, but the views are something else 
entirely. This natural pool has a ceiling, 
complete with stalactites and limestone 
walls. The water itself used to flow into 
an underground river until a large part of 
its roof collapsed thousands of years ago, 
opening up this majestic spot for  
public use.

Pedernales Falls—Out in the ranchland 
beyond Johnson City, hometown of LBJ, 
Pedernales Falls State Park provides 
miles and miles of hiking, swimming, 
and camping along the Pedernales River. 
Large slabs of limestone make up the 
floor of the mostly dry riverbed, but 
hikers beware, this lazy river can change 
to torrential rapids in mere minutes from 
flash flooding.

Enchanted Rock—Just north of 
Fredericksburg, a gigantic, pink granite 
dome rises from the earth. This was the 
same type of granite, also known as sunset 
red, used to build the Texas State Capitol. 
Enchanted Rock is a sight to behold, but 
the views from the top of this natural 
wonder are even more stunning. The trek 
to the peak is a workout, but the slope 

is smooth and gradual, so even amateur 
hikers can hoof it. More experienced 
adventurers might find what they’re 
looking for deep inside Enchanted Rock’s 
many caverns and caves. Bring a flashlight, 
and leave your claustrophobia in the car.

Colorado Bend—The Colorado River—
no, not the Colorado River—runs through 
the Hill Country and snakes around the 
aptly named town of Bend and Colorado 
Bend State Park. This is a prime spot for 
roughing it in the Hill Country. Bring a 
tent, hiking boots, and plenty of water and 
prepare to explore its 5,000-plus acres of 
trails, falls, and caves.

So there you have it, a brief, little glimpse 
at a vast wilderness. Over every peak and 
around every curve in the road, the hill 
country charms and awes endlessly. Go! 

Ranches, Rocks, 
and RattleRs: 
ADventureS in 
the hill Country

Ranches, Rocks, 
and RattleRs: 
ADventureS in 
the hill Country
By Chad AndychaBy Chad Andycha
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Fort Worth, Texas - Acme Brick Company celebrated its 125th year in business 

with events at 66 offices and 22 brick and block plants in 14 states. Each Acme 

plant and sales office celebrated the company birthday (Acme’s actual birthday 

was Sunday, April 17th) on Friday, April 15th with a large birthday cake, and 

commemorative gifts for employees. A 125th birthday plaque was also dedicated 

near the entry of each Acme sales office and plant. At many offices, the city’s 

mayor or a representative from the mayor’s office attended the birthday party. 

In addition, the governors of Tennessee, Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana, 

Missouri, and Oklahoma issued proclamations declaring Sunday, April 17th 

“Acme Brick Day” in their state. Acme also received letters of congratulations 

from the governors of Texas and Kansas. It was a birthday to remember. 

Acme was founded on April 17, 1891 just 26 years after the end of the Civil 

War and the same year that James Naismith invented the game of basketball. In 

1891 Benjamin Harrison was President of the U.S. and Thomas Edison patented 

the “transmission of signals electrically” otherwise known as radio!

Acme had its humble beginnings about 30 miles west of Fort Worth, Texas and 

has grown to become the largest U.S. owned brick company in the world. Acme 

residential and commercial masonry products are available throughout the U.S., 

and some areas of Canada. 

Acme’s core market is Texas and the surrounding states of Oklahoma, Arkansas, 

Louisiana, Alabama, Kansas, Missouri, Tennessee, and portions of Georgia, 

South Carolina, Florida, Colorado and Mississippi. The company has produced 

brick for well over two million homes during its history and many thousands 

of commercial, civic and educational buildings. Acme currently has over 2,000 

employees and operates brick plants in six south-central states, in Colorado, 

and Alabama. 

Acme has consistently ranked at the top in opinion surveys of the nation’s 

largest homebuilders concerning product quality and product awareness and 

is the only brick manufacturer that stamps its logo into residential brick 

products. All residential brick products are supported by our Homebuyer’s 100 

Year Limited Guarantee.

In celebration of the company’s 125th year, Acme is producing a large format 

book containing the company’s history including many rare historic photographs. 

An electronic copy of the Acme history book will be posted on the company web 

site at www.brick.com/history. 

Acme Brick Company has been a wholly-owned subsidiary of Berkshire 

Hathaway, Inc. since 2000. For more information visit www.brick.com .

Acme Brick Company  
Celebrates 125th Birthday!

Advertorial
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A
ustin has been the mecca of a bona fide cultural revolution 
for decades now. Young people—and the not-so-young—have 
flocked in droves to reside in the “Live Music Capital of the 
World,” to participate in the creative community spirit, and to 

devour some gourmet grub. This population explosion has resulted in a 
boomtown in constant flux, and the housing market in the greater Austin 
area has certainly reaped the benefits, especially now that millennials 
represent the largest share of home buyers in the nation. The funky 
and eclectic Austin state of mind has inspired some truly strange and 
fantastical home and landscaping designs in Texas’ capital city.

If visiting Austin, you’d be well advised to do as the locals do: grab a spot 
in the sun to just chill out, enjoy a beverage of choice, and people watch. 
Or you can take a Weird Homes Tour,™ a self-guided trip through Austin’s 
varied neighborhoods to see some of the most unique and eccentric 
residences in town, inside and out. Each is a work of art made up of bold 
colors and found objects, and part of the tour’s proceeds go toward good 
causes, like the creation of more affordable housing. But even without the 
official tour, a stroll around just about any residential part of town is sure 
to result in the discovery of some pretty far-out and inventive houses. 

Sustainability is on the minds of most Texas builders these days, and green 
designs using repurposed materials only enhance the Austin aesthetic. In 
the backyard of a comparatively nondescript South Austin home, one man 
has recycled old car parts, household objects, broken electronics, and other 
random garbage into the construction of his “Cathedral of Junk.” Like Gaudi’s 
unfinished Sagrada Família, this project has been ongoing for many years, 
with no end in sight. Twisting staircases lead to multiple levels and a labyrinth 
of rooms. Although this cathedral is not religiously affiliated, it has been the 
location of numerous wedding ceremonies. Most cities might see a tower of 
trash as a potential health risk and eyesore, but locals have embraced this as 
a masterpiece and area landmark. As long as Austinites continue the trend of 
keeping their city weird, the homes and yards are sure to follow suit. 

W
aco’s most famous “fixer uppers”—Chip and Joanna 
Gaines—are set to present the Opening Session at the 2016 
Sunbelt Builders ShowTM this summer. In “How to Build 
a Brand,” Chip and Joanna will speak about their own 

experiences in growing a company and building a successful brand.

Both of these Baylor graduates brought something different to the table 
when they formed Magnolia Homes back in 2003. Chip’s degree in 
Business and his wide variety of previous job experiences paired well with 
Joanna’s degree in Communications and her affinity for design, allowing 
for a unique blend of creativity and passion for remodeling.

As members of the Heart of Texas Builders Association, Chip and Joanna 
have brought some well-deserved attention to the realty and remodeling 
businesses in Central Texas with HGTV’s Fixer Upper. If you’ve never 
seen the show, it’s a simple concept: the Gaineses seek out homes (each 
requiring renovation and repair) for potential buyers. After the buyers 
choose their home, Chip and Joanna work on the design and remodeling 
based on a pre-determined budget. The show has brought more and more 
people to Central Texas looking for a new home and a fresh design by the 
Gaineses, and with a season per year for the last three years, they show no 
signs of slowing down. Though Chip and Joanna are based out of Waco, 
they have certainly invigorated the interest in design and remodeling 
throughout the whole country.

Chip and Joanna’s passion for taking on projects and creating new from 
old makes them the perfect team to give a brand-building presentation at 
the Sunbelt Builders ShowTM. The opening session is scheduled for August 
3rd from 9:15 to 10:15 in the morning. If you’re looking to grow your own 
company or to grow your brand, be sure not to miss this opportunity to 
learn from the experts. 

This Opening Session brought to you by Great America Insurance Group

By Chad Andycha By Alex kocina

KeeP AUSTIN Homes WeIRD Gaineses
KEEpINg Up wITH THE
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R ichard Laughlin is the owner and 
founder of Laughlin Homes & 
Restoration in Fredericksburg, a 

town known for its cultural heritage and 
historical places, including the famous 
Nimitz Hotel. “We live in a small town, and 
that’s been our biggest asset,” said Laughlin. 
His company thrives, due in part to its 
strong reputation in the area. Laughlin 
got his start in carpentry and worked as 
lead carpenter for the state on the Nimitz 
Hotel restoration in the 1980s. “My dad 
and grandfather were both commercial 
contractors,” he said. “They built grocery 

stores and shopping centers, so I was 
raised in this, but I never really liked the 
commercial side of it. It just seemed less 
personal.” After the Nimitz restoration, he 
made the move into building houses and 
never looked back.

“Our work is the best it can be,” said Laughlin. 
“If we make a mistake, which we do, we take 
money out of our pocket to make it right. 
People know we stand behind what we do. 
As our homes come back on the market, 
realtors advertise ‘Laughlin Built’ in their 
ads.” Laughlin is a Certified Graduate 

Builder and Certified Green Professional. 
In an effort to save resources, his company 
incorporates salvaged materials into their 
projects, which is not only earth friendly, 
but also adds character and often saves 
money. Laughlin does about 80 percent 
new construction and 20 percent historic 
restoration. He built 27 custom homes 
last year and has a waiting list of over 40 
clients. Winner of seven BALA awards 
from NAHB and over 40 Star Awards from 
TAB, he also has the distinction of building 
a home for actress Madeleine Stowe and 
being featured on HGTV’s Junk Gypsies. 

Richard Laughlin | Laughlin Homes & Restoration, inc. By Chad Andycha

LaughLin BuiLt—a hiLL Country LegaCy
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“I was driven to design-build in the ’80s 
when all the work dried up during the oil 
crunch. I started doing design as a loss 
leader, and that could be a good way for 
people to diversify today because the oil 
crunch going on now will throw the brakes 
on things at some point here.” Laughlin 
especially enjoys the process of working 
with clients on the designs. “We really push 
design-build for everything it’s worth,” he 
said. “I design 95 percent of our jobs myself 
using Chief Architect, which has 3-D 
rendering, and it’s been a great tool.” The 
Chief Architect Software program allows 
Laughlin to edit and make changes to the 
floorplans quickly, accurately, and as often 
as needed. “The advantage of design-build 
is we get to build the dream, and we know 
what the dream is because we’re involved in 
the design process,” he said. 

Laughlin was named Fredericksburg 
Chamber Man of the Year in 2013. “I 
think I’m on every board in town,” he said, 
laughing. He also helped pass legislation to 
get trades programs back in schools. As a 
sophomore in high school, he was in the 
first class Fredericksburg offered where 
the students actually got to build a house, 
and he won the state skills competition 
that year. This lifelong passion stuck with 
him. “I’ve been working with the local 
school district and hope to sponsor a house 
next year,” he said. “We have a skeet shoot 
fundraiser, and all the funds go to the high 
school trades program.” 

Laughlin is proud of his company’s high 
level of customer satisfaction, and he likes 
to show his thanks to his clients, some of 
whom he’s worked with for decades. He 
throws an annual appreciation party at 
Christmas time, bringing new and old 
clients together. “I remember the first 
year I had 10 people, and dinner for 10 
was almost more than I could afford back 
then,” said Laughlin. “Last year, celebrating 
our 30th, I rented the ballroom back at the 
Nimitz Hotel where I had my last ‘regular’ 
job. We had 300 people come. It really feels 
like a family Christmas party because we 
take what we do so personally.” 
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Foursquare recently completed work on 
a new home in Lakeway, a popular city 
for retirees due to its scenic Lake Travis 
vistas and proximity to Austin. On this 
project, Foursquare was actually brought 
aboard by Houston-based architect David 

Jefferis of Grayform Architecture. Jefferis’s 
clients were a retired Houston couple who 
had gotten their hands on one of the few 
remaining vacant lots in what is known as 

“Old Lakeway.” The clients wanted a house 

F
oursquare Builders designs and 
builds one-of-a-kind homes in the 
Travis County and Hill Country 
area. “Everything we do is a custom, 

one-off design for a buyer,” said Foursquare 
owner Wes Wigginton. “We don’t have a 
stock set of plans we work from.” Among 
their many accolades, Foursquare has been 
awarded Custom Builder of the Year by 
the HBA of Greater Austin several years 
running. Foursquare takes pride in their 
abilities to tailor each home to the individual 
needs of the client and to provide thorough 
cost estimation and control from the early 
stages. They typically work with local  
Austin architects and do some in-house 
design as well. “We’ve got a unique 
opportunity to work with a strong 
community of architects,” said Wigginton. 

“The creativity that’s coming out of the 
Austin market from an architectural design 
standpoint is very exciting.”

FOUR SQUARE BUILDERS 
f o u r s q ua r e b u i l d e r s . c o m

Local Affiliation: 
HBA of Greater Austin

Featured Project: 
Old Lakeway

Project Location:  Lakeway

Owner:  Wes Wigginton

Aging in Place, In Style

"The creativity 
that’s coming out of 

the Austin market from 
an architectural 

design standpoint is 
very exciting.”

By Chad Andycha
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where they could comfortably age in place 
for many years to come. Toward this end, 
an elevator shaft was included in the plans, 
so they will have the option to install an 
elevator car if needed in the future. Minimal 
steps were used for the staircases, and no-
step entryways were installed to reduce 
mobility concerns.

“The owners’ fingerprints were all over the 
designs,” said Wigginton. “The uniqueness 
of it was driven by a casual retirement 
lifestyle without a lot of formal living 
and dining areas.” The design employed a 
wide-open floorplan with floor-to-ceiling 
windows wrapping the primary living 
spaces and master bedroom. In order to 
maximize the views of Lake Travis and 
the Hill Country landscape, the house was 
designed as an upside-down floorplan with 
the living, dining, kitchen, master suite, 
and laundry all upstairs above the tree line. 

“They worked to consolidate the best of what 
they needed efficiently and compactly on 
the second floor so they wouldn’t have to go 
up and down too often,” said Wigginton.

The ground floor contains additional 
bedrooms and entertainment areas. Outdoor 
living spaces were constructed on both 
levels. On the second floor, a large, covered 

outdoor living area with a kitchen was built 
off the indoor dining spaces. Below that, a 
porch was installed to serve the pool area. 
Foursquare frequently works with Design 
Ecology of Austin for their landscape 
architecture needs. Under Foursquare’s 
direction, Design Ecology created the pool 
and outdoor spaces on this project, utilizing 
their environmentally-friendly techniques. 
This project was a unique opportunity for 
Design Ecology. The house was built toward 
the back of the lot, so the pool was actually 
placed in the front yard, making for some 
uncommon curb appeal.

“We follow high-performance building 
techniques and methodologies in our 
framing, mechanical insulation, and 
weatherization,” said Wigginton. “The 
house was built in the Hill Country modern 
vernacular with a native-limestone, large-
format block, which gave it a unique look.” 
Foursquare also used a large amount of 
structural steel to pull off the open spaces 
of the house’s 4,000 square feet. This new 
home was designed to last and evolve as 
its occupants age and change. Foursquare’s 
work on this project is now complete, and 
the owners are elated to be moving in to live 
out their retirement in comfort and style.  
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HYpE for Home BuildingSteve Sorrells & Operation FINAllY 
HOmE Dedicates Home to Retired 
Army master Sgt. marc Seal

The Greater Brazos Valley Builders Association with volunteers 
from the NAHB Student Chapter at Texas A&M University 
participated in the HYPE (Help Youth Prepare for Employment) 
Career Fair on April 7. Approximately 1,200 junior and senior 
high school students from surrounding areas attended the career 
fair to learn about different employment opportunities including 
those in the building industry.

GBVBA member Dennis McMillin of Blackstone Handcrafted 
Homes helped lead the group over the four hour event.  
Materials from TAB provided students with information about 
electricians, masonry, plumbing and carpentry skills with 
average salary amounts.  Mr. McMillin was available to talk 
about the skills necessary to become a home builder.

On May 16, Operation FINALLY 
HOME and Steve Sorrells, 
President of Sorrells and 
Company, handed over the keys 
to a mortgage-free and fully-
furnished home to retired Army 
Master Sgt. Marc Seal.
 
The home was dedicated by 
Operation FINALLY HOME and 
built by Sorrells, Texas Association of Builders Immediate Past 
President, along with cash and service donations from hundreds 
of companies.
 
"Wow, I am so overwhelmed, it is incredible,” Seal said. "I made 
it three feet in the door and turned into a big sobbing baby and 
then my mom cried, and everybody knows when my mom cries 
everybody starts crying."
 
The three-bedroom, two-bath home in Waco had been a dream 
in the making since October of 2015 when the family first broke 
ground on the property.
 
Seal joined the Army in 1990, and eventually joined the Texas 
Army National Guard in 2001. He deployed twice to Iraq and 
twice to Afghanistan, and suffered injuries during three of his four 
deployments including damage to his left eye and ear, shoulder, 
rotator cuff and labrum injuries, and a traumatic brain injury.
 
Seal’s previous home was a 2013 RV, which he said was nice but did 
not provide enough room for him, his dog, and his belongings. 

GlassCraft Door Company introduces the 2016 
BarnCraft Collection of Rolling Doors and 
Hardware Catalog with many new exciting 
options at an affordable price. The new catalog 
showcases the 4 Design Series in the collection, 
including the Barn Doors, Contemporary Doors, 
Solid Doors and the Glass Doors. For the Barn 
Door Series, GlassCraft is offering all new 
barnwood finish options with a more authentic 
weathered barnwood look. The Contemporary 
Series now includes a mirror glass option that 
would be perfect for closet spaces, bedroom 
and bathroom installations. Also new are the 
stainless steel rolling hardware, bypass kits for 
double and quadruple door configurations, new 
Bungalow doors in the Glass Door Series, new 
plank doors with matching decorative straps in 
the Solid Door Series, and the impressive soft-
close option that adds a safer, smoother open/
close operation to any rolling door. 

The BarnCraft rolling doors are complemented 
best with GlassCraft’s prefinished colors and 
stains in GlassCraft’s distinctive traditional, 
distressed and antique finish selection. The 
doors are available in multiple wood species 
including Knotty Alder, Mahogany and Birch. 

Setting these barn doors apart in the market is 
the wide range of premium options available 
at an affordable price. All BarnCraft doors and 
hardware are available at your leading Texas 
millwork distributors. Special discounted pricing 
for builders also available.

Visit www.glasscraft.com to view the 2016 BarnCraft catalog and details.

GlassCraft introduces 
the 2016 BarnCraft™ 

Collection Catalog and 
New Products
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